No room for burn
patients at GMCH

Fate of project for separate burn unit uncertain

Sy

Burnt patients are under treatment on the floor of Chittagong Medical College Hospital.

DWAIPAYAN BARUA
The patents with severe burmn
injuries are lying on the floor of
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH) putting others
atriskofcontracting infection,
Several burn patients were
found lyingon the floor on Friday
outside the surgerywards (24, 26,
27) and the paediatric ward
where the burn patients undergo
treatment as there is no separate
unit for them at the CMCH, the
lone tertiary level hospital in
greater Chittagong.

As the dry season draws

nearer the doctors concerned
start getting shuddered to think
of the difficult task of rendering

treatment to burn patients, who
mostly report at this time of the
year, at the hospital that badly
needsaseparate burn unit,

The recent worst-ever factory
fire that claimed lives of over 60
workers and injured about 100 at
KTS Garments on February 23,
reminded everybody of the need
ofaburnunitat CMCH.

Dr Sharif Hasan, the only
plastic surgeon of the hospital,
said the burnt patients need
special cares and treatments,
which only an individual bum
unitcan provide.

“Usually a severely burnt

" patientlooses huge fluid (mainly

waler) and thishas to bemade up
through equal quantity of fluid

Villagers beat a leopard to death in Cox's Bazar on March 7 night.

Villagers hunt
rare species
of leopard

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Villagers hunted a leopard of rare
species (pantherar pardus) at
Chakaria upazila in Cox's Bazar
onMarch 7 night,

A farest official said a local
union parishad chairman incited
the villagers to kill the leopard,
which is now on the verge of
extinction.

“No such act of human insen-
sibility on wildlife without any
reason did take place in the last
few decades since independ-
ence,” said divisional forest offi-
cer Dr Tapan Kuamar Dey, also
project director of Dulahazra
Safari Park,

He said they might seek gov-
emment permission to sue the
chairman forhisact.

The leopard, seven-foot long,
2.5 feet height and weighing 60
kgs, fell victim to the attack of
villagers when it emerged a
shrimp enclosure at Pashchim
(west) Baro Bheola village under
Chakaria upazila from the neigh-
bouring forest on March 7night.

As news of the lcopard's
appearance spread hundreds of
villagers had encircled the
shrimp enclosure and' beat it
dead’ before the forest officials
came thespot, sources said.,

Local people said they were

forged to kill the leopard as it
attacked two workers of the .
shrimp enclosure.

Later, Wildlife Management
and Nature Conservation
(WMNC) Department officials
with the help of police recovered
the slain leopard and conserved
it in the Natural History Museum
of the Safari Park at Dulahazara,
sources said.

DrTapan said three, out of ten
species of tigers, leopards and
cats are extinet in the country in
the last three decades. The rest
seven species are also critically
endangeredin the country.

“The leopard killed by the
marauding villagers belonged
to one of the extinct species.
This species are now found only
in a very few hilly and impene-
trable forests of Sylhet,
Garopahar in Mymensingh,
Chittagong and Chittagong Hill
Tracts,” hesaid.

Wildlife expert Prof Quazi
Zakir Hossain and Bangladesh
Wildlife Trust Executive
Secretary Dr Anwarul Islam
expressed shock at the killing of
this rare leopard. They urged all
to inform the authorities con-
cerned immediately if any such
wild animal, particularly those
of extinct species, appeared in
any locality.

from outside within 24 hours,” Dr
Hasan said.

“But in absence of a burn unit
there is no scope to measure the
amount of fluid a burn patient
looses,” he said, adding, “As such,
supply of fluid made on the
assumption might sometimes
lead to the death ofapatient.”

Removal of bandages without
soaking them with sterilising
liquids or pastes (IV paste) dur-
ing dressing by the unspecialised
surgeons and nurses, causes the
burn patients suffer unbearable
pain.

Due to intolerable pain of
burning, the wounds of a bumnt
patient often remain uncovered
threatening transmission of

i special guasts

germs among other surgery
patients.

“It forces us to keep a poor
burnt patient outside the general
surgery wards, mostly on the
floors in a most unhygienic con-
dition, and have his or her inju-
ries worsened or infected in a
quicker rate, said Dr Sharif.

“So, it is essential to set up
urgentlyaburn unitwith 24-hour
Operation Theatre (0T), labora-
tory, 1CU, anaesthesia and other
facilities to render treatment and
lessen suffering of the patients at
the hospital,” he said.

The KTS fire victims were sent
to the ICU and given OT facilities
as the Prime Minister ordered to
take care of them. Otherwise, a
burnt patient could hardly think
of availing such facilities at
CMCH in the normal time, said
the surgeons at the hospital,

The Ministry of Health
approved a proposal for setting
up a burn unit at the hospital in
2001, sourcesat the CMCH said.

A Spanish donor agency was
also keen to provide financial
assistance for the project, which
has failed to get nod from the
present government reportedly
on the plea of room crisis at the
hospital, sources added.

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina during
her visit to CMCH on March 1
after the KTS factory fire also
enquired about progress of the
projecttaken by her government.

She asked the hospital author-
ities to try to know the fate of the
project, which required to be
revived.

CMUCH Assistant Director Dr
Ismail Amanullah said they
sent several letters to the min-
istry concerned in this regard.
But they are yet to get any
response.
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WATER
CRISIS
IN PORT
CITY

People wait in a
gueue for water at
the proposed
women's university
area at Pahartali in
the port city.
Chittagong City
Corporation sup-
plies water three
days a week for the
residents of the
area as there is no
Wasa connection
for water here.

ZOBAER HOSSAIN SIKDER

Work for 308-bed modern
hospital begins

STAFE CORRESPONDENT
Earth-filling work for construc-
tion of 308-bed Imperial
Hospital is progressing fast {o
make the first-ever genecral
hospital of international stan-
dard in the port city to be opera-
tionalin2008.

The lenders and stakeholders
of Imperial Hospital Project at a
meeting here last week dis-
cussed various aspects of the
project and expressed satisfac-
tion over the progress made so
far towards its implementation,
sources said.

The hospital aims at deliver-
ing specialised treatment such
as cardiology, nephrology, neo-
natology, neuro-surgery, ortho-
pedics, oncology and internal
medicinein Chittagong,

The project includes a full
fledged outpatient department
with 40 independent consulting

~weclinics to take care of 1000

patients a day, full range of diag-
nostic facilities, a Nursing
Training Institute with a capac-
ity of enrolling 50 students a
year, a dormitory for 250 nurses
and apatientattendants’ dormi-
tory (hotel), sources said.

“With a view to providing
international standard
healthcare service, the Imperial
Hospital Limited (IHL), a joint
venture of Chittagong Eye
Infirmary and Training Complex
(CEITC) and Ispahani Group of
Companies, is constructing the
hospital on 7.30 acres of land at
Pahartali in the port city,” said
IHL Chairman Prof Rabiul
Husain,

Mirza Salman Ispahani of
Ispahani Group is the managing
director of IHL, is a public lim-
ited company in Chittagong
with an authorised capital of Tk
100 crore.

The total cost of the project,
including the Nurses Training
Institute, is around Tk 350
crore. M/S Kaplan McLaughlin
Diaz (KMD), a USA-based
healthcare, architectural and
engineering consultant
engaged for the design and
drawing work, is at the final
stage of the schematic design of
the hospital project,

Salman Ispahani said the
project is expected to provide
employment opportunity for
around 1200 people of different
categories. The hospital will
provide treatment to 10 per cent

ofthe patients free ofcost.

He said senior consultant
physicians as well as highly
trained and experienced nurses
and technical hands will be
recruited from abroad to ensure
healthcare services of interna-
tional standard.

The Netherlands
Development Finance
Company (FMO), besides its
participation in the equity, will
have responsibility of the lead
arranger of all loan components
bothlocal andinternational,

Trinity Health International,
the third largest healthcare
group in the USA with' staff
strength of 47,000, will run the
institution that would have its
own independent uninter-
rupted power generation and
supply, theysaid.
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