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Nat'l Kabaddi
finals from
Mar 20

SPORTS REPORTER

The final round of the Standard
Chartered National Kabaddi
Championship will begin on March
20 at the Outer Stadium kabaddi
court.

Nine district teams split into two
groups will take part in the finals.
They are: Dhaka, Tangail, Dinajpur,
Nilphamari, Bogra, Rajshahi,
Jessore, Khulna and Comilla.

Gaibandha cricket

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

Ghagot Krira Chakra crashed Abahani
Krira Chakra by eight wickets in yester-
day's Naheed Cotton First Division
Cricket League at the Gaibandha
Stadium.

Having shot outAbahanifor only 34,
Ghagot took five overs to reach 35-2.
Nadim and man-of-the-match Obaidul
each captured five wickets.

Aussie trio
sits
atop rankings

PTI, Dubai

Australia may have gone down to
South Africa in the "greatest one-day
match ever", but their batsmen
reigned supreme in the latest ICC
rankings occupying the top three
slots.

Skipper Ricky Ponting, who
scored a hurricane 164 in the historic
game at the Wanderers in
Johannesburg yesterday, leads the
table with a record tally of 805 points.

His deputy Adam Gilchrist is
second and Andrew Symonds has
reached a career-high third spot. The
latter is also ranked third in the all-
rounder's charts.

South African captain Graeme
Smith is back in the top ten at fourth
while Mahendra Singh Dhoni is joint
fifth along with his Sri Lankan coun-
terpart Kumar Sungakkara.

There are a total of five Aussies in
the top 10 with Mike Hussey at sev-
enth and Michael Clarke at ninth.

Apart from Dhoni, Yuvraj Singh
(eighth) and captain Rahul Dravid
(10th) are keeping the Indian flag
flying.

Herschelle Gibbs, whose amaz-
ing 175 helped set up the victory, has
climbed from 22nd place to 11th over
the course of the five-match series.

Irfan Pathan finds himself at fifth
place in the bowling rankings while
Brett Lee, who endured serious
punishment in Johannesburg, is
down to sixth spot. Nathan Bracken
has moved into the top ten at ninth
spot.

The series defeat cuts Australia's
lead in the ODI table to 15 points.
South Africa are likely to be the
second-seeded team for the
Champions Trophy in India this
October which would ensure against
an Australia-South Africa encounter
atthe group stage.

India remain in fourth position,
level on points with New Zealand.

Taimur killed
in road
accident

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Advocate Taimur Rahman, father of
national cricketer Mushfiqur
Rahman, was killed in a road acci-
dent at Ahammedpur Bazar in
Natore yesterday. He was 68.

A speedy bus ran over him while
he was crossing the road at
Ahammedpur, where he was to
board a bus for Jhenaidah. He
succumbed to his injuries at about
1pm at the Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital.

His body was brought to his
Upashahar residence in Rajshahi
city in the afternoon. He was to be
buried Tuesday night at the Sapura
stadium graveyard.

He left behind his wife, three sons
and two daughters.

Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
expressed deep shock over the
death of the father of the national all-
rounder Mushfig.

Sarwan to miss

FROM PAGE 12
up for the second Test starting here
on Friday, he would not confirm their
selection for the third Test.

"We're only selecting it one Test
match atatime." he said.

Meanwhile there are injury
worries facing New Zealand's
battle-weary pace attack.

First Test man of the match,
paceman Shane Bond, has a sore
knee, while Chris Martin and James
Franklin have back and side strains
respectively.

"They're resting up. Most of them
won't bowl again seriously until
Thursday mainly because we
bowled every day of the Test,"
Bracewell said.

SQUAD

Nathan Astle, Shane Bond, Stephen
Fleming (captain), Peter Fulton,
James Franklin, Jamie How, Brendon
McCullum, Hamish Marshall, Chris
Martin, Kyle Mills, Jeetan Patel, Scott
Styris, Daniel Vettori.

PHOTO: AFP
Lazio midfielder Fabio Liverani walks past the Lazio fans after throwing both his shirt and shorts at the end of the
January 6 clash against AS Roma at the Olympic Stadium in Rome. The image taken by Paolo Cocco won the 2006
picture of the year 63rd international competition award on March 13.

Euro MPs advise UEFA
to red card racism

m Football

AFP, Strasbourg

The European Parliament has voted
to call on European football authori-
ties to take firmer action in the fight
against racism in stadiums, aban-
doning matches if necessary.

The Euro MPs urged the Union of
European Football Associations
(UEFA) and other European sport-
ing bodies to "ensure that referees
have the possibility, according to
clear and precise principles, to stop
match in cases of serious racist
offence”.

They also called on UEFA to
consider handing down sporting
sanctions, including exclusion from
tournaments, to clubs and national
associations where supporters or
players commitracist acts.

European football grounds are

increasingly the scene of racist
behaviour among fans, notably in
Italy and Spain.

Late last month Barcelona striker
Samuel Eto'o, Spain's top scorer
with 18 goals, wanted to leave the
pitch a quarter of an hour before the
end of a game away to Real
Zaragoza in protest at monkey cries
from the rival team's supporters.

The Cameroon international was
persuaded to stay on the field by the
referee and team-mates.

Also, Rio Ferdinand has backed
a call for referees to be given the
power to abandon matches in which
black players are abused by sup-
porters and accused UEFA of not
taking the problem seriously.

"For too long now, European
football authorities have not taken
the problem of racism in the game
seriously and refuse to acknowl-
edge how widespread the problem
is," Ferdinand said.

"l talk to a lot of European players
and know there are big problems in
Spain, in Italy and in Eastern
Europe."

"Itis time for UEFA to stop paying
lip-service to the problem. The fines
handed out after the England-Spain
game last year (when black players
Ashley Cole and Shaun Wright-
Phillips were abused) were a joke.

"UEFA should look at imposing
huge fines or deducting points
within tournaments or competitions.

"If UEFA really is serious about
kicking racism into touch they
should adopt some of the penalties
called for in the (EP) resolution and
get on with punishing those who
defame the game we all love with
their backward, racist views."

UEFA CuP

Boro on the brink of history

QUEFA CUP

AFP, Paris

Middlesbrough travel to Rome for a
vital UEFA Cup last 16 second leg
tie on Wednesday, dreaming of
making history.

Australia forward Mark Viduka
insists his team are entirely focused
on reaching a European quarterfinal
for the firsttime.

"The UEFA Cup is now what we
focus on," said Viduka. "It's a huge
game for us in Rome and it's all to
play for."

Last season, the northeast club
also made it to this stage of the
competition before a disastrous
home leg against eventual finalists
Sporting Lisbon of Portugal.

Now Steve McClaren's men
want to go at least one better than
last year and build on their 1-0 home
advantage to make the quarter-
finals in only their second ever
excursion into Europe.

"The spirit among the players is
excellent, the camaraderie, the
togetherness, the willingness to
work, playing as a team and people
doing their jobs, and doing them
very, very well," said McClaren.

"That's the key to winning all

games, but especially in Europe. |
wanted to have a chance going to
Rome and we certainly have that."

After a strong league campaign
last year, Boro have struggled this
term, and their UEFA Cup tie and
then an FA Cup quarterfinal against
Charlton, present their most impor-
tant challenges left this season.

In the first leg, played in dreadful
conditions, Middlesbrough mas-
tered their in-form and highly-
fancied opponents who are fifth in
the Serie A.

"That was a great night and one |
will remember for a long time,"
added Viduka. "Now it's time to do
the same again and create history."

Roma boss Luciano Spalletti will
be without injured strike trio
Francesco Totti, Vincenzo Montella
and Shabani Nonda, but said defi-
antly: "The main concern is up front,
but | am quite confident we can win."

Elsewhere Wednesday, German
title-chasers Hamburg will attempt
to overturn a 2-0 deficit at home to
Rapid Bucharest who have already
eliminated English Premiership
team Everton this season.

Spain's Sevilla are trailing 1-0
down following their trip to Lille.

The French side will again be
without the services of midfielder
Mathieu Debuchy after a back injury
sidelined him for the firstleg.

But Nigerian striker Peter
Odemwingie (thigh) and defender
Gregory Tafforeau (adductor) should
be fit for the French, with Greek Stathis
Tavlaridis back from suspension in a
central defensiverole.

French giants Marseille travel to
Zenit St Petersburg Thursday
trailing 1-0 and without France
international goalie Fabien Barthez,
sidelined with a left calf muscle tear,
with midfielders Wilson Oruma and
Franck Ribery suspended.

Barthez, 34, will be replaced by
number two goalkeeper Cedric
Carasso.

"Fabien was in great form at the
moment. His absense is a bitter
blow for the team," admitted coach
Jean Fernandez.

Barthez picked up the injury in
Sunday's 2-0 league win against St.
Etienne and will be out of action for
atleatten days.

Swiss outfit Basel take a 2-0
advantage to Strasbourg and
Palermo hold a 1-0 lead going to
Germany against Schalke.

Levski Sofia and Real Betis have
home advantage in winner-takes-all
clashes against Udinese and
Steaua Bucharest respectively after
goalless draws in their away ties.

Dravid delighted with
Patel, Kumble

Cricket

REUTERS, Mohali

India captain Rahul Dravid lavished
praise on debutant paceman
Munaf Patel and spinner Anil
Kumble for their nine-wicket
victory over England in the sec-
ond teston Monday.

"His bowling today was fantas-
tic," Dravid said. "His three wick-
ets in the morning set the game up
forus."

Patel, 22, grabbed three quick
wickets to run through the
England tail on the final day,
bowling consistently fast for a
match haul of seven for 97 on a
grassless Mohali pitch.

"If you are quick, accurate and
can swing the ball around, you
always pose problems," he told
reporters.

Leg spinner Kumble turned the
game on its head, finishing with a
match haul of nine for 146.

The 35-year-old took five in
England's first innings to reach
500 test scalps and dealt three
quick blows after tea on day four
when England batted again.

"He is a great cricketer but
more importantly, he is also a fine
person," Dravid said of his
Karnataka team mate.

He said: "The way he has
carried himself, through the ups
and downs. That he is still stand-
ing there performing as well as he
is doing now is a tribute to his
skills as a great cricketer.

"People do tend to forget that
he is a great spin bowler," he
added. "I won't swap Anil for
anyone in any conditions."

He also lauded the lower order
batsmen for rescuing the first
innings from 153 for five to give a
crucial 38-run lead.

However, Dravid warned his
players against taking the injury-
depleted England lightly.

"This win was not easy," he
said. "The nine-wicket margin
doesn't reflect the contest that
was.

"There is a lot of fight left in
them. They are a very competitive
unit and | expect them to come
back hard atus."

The first test in Nagpur ended
in a draw. The final test starts in
Mumbai on Saturday.

Death anniversary
of Pushkin

tomorrow
SPORTS REPORTER

Abahani will observe tomorrow the
first death anniversary of Zahidur
Rahman Pushkin, the club's former
hockey secretary, player and joint-
secretary of the Bangladesh
Hockey Federation.

A destitute feeding will be held in
the afternoon, followed by milad
mahfil and prayers after the Asr
prayers at the club premises.

Flintoff reflects
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could putonafewruns."

Flintoff played a captain's part,
scoring 70 and 51 and taking four
wickets to restrict India's firstinnings
leadto 38 runs.

Flintoff also backed his young
side to step up in the final test in
Mumbai.

"Every quality we have will have
to come to the party next week.
We've got a young side. | think we
have done well to compete in India.

"Last week in Nagpur, in this
game we have shown signs we can
compete with the best sides in the
world."

Brazil the
best seller

AFP, Rio de Janiero

Foreign transfers of Brazilian foot-
ballers have netted a billion dollars
in the past decade, according to
central bank statistics published
Monday in the daily O Estado de
Sao Paulo.

Between 1994 and 2005
Brazilian footballers have been one
of the most lucrative exports for the
South American country bringing in
one billion dollars (840m euros).

Transfers in 2005 were the
briskest yet amounting to 158
million dollars - a 55 percent
increase on 2004.

There were 804 transfers
recorded in 2005.

The most expensive was that of
Santos striker Robinho who signed
for Spanish giants Real Madrid for
25 million dollars followed by
Cruzeiro's Fred who joined French
outfit Lyon for 18 million dollars.

Getting girls is
easy: Becks

AFP, London

England football captain David
Beckham's teenage letters admit-
ting being a soccer starlet made it
easier to attract girls were sold at
auction on Monday.

Sex symbol Beckham's two
letters and a drawing of a dog were
penned in 1991 when he was 16
years old and had just signed for
English giants Manchester United.

Written to a friend called Lee,
they show Beckham's first wages
were far short of the estimated
100,000 pounds (145,000 euros,
175,000 dollars) a week that the
30-year-old Real Madrid midfielder
earns now.

The items fetched 1,058
pounds at Bonhams auction house
in Chester, northwest England, as
part of a sporting memorabilia sale
including a blazer awarded to
United legend George Best.

Beckham wrote: "l've been
playing in the A-team instead of the
B-team, which is brilliant. I've been
doing really well with my football as
well as with girls, because we are
United players they all want to go
with us.

"l got my first wage packet the
other day and a bonus which come
to 120 pounds so that went into the
bank and | have got about 250
pounds in there now."

The picture is of a greyhound
called Rosie Red at Walthamstow
Stadium dog track in Beckham's
native east London, where he
worked as a glass collector.

Northern Ireland star Best gave
the United club blazer to the land-
lord of the Trafford Hotel pub in
Manchester, northwest England.

The publican kept it until his
death in 2004, and his widow
decided to sell the navy blue gar-
ment after Best's death last
November. It fetched 13,160
pounds.

A pair of British size seven
Reebok football boots signed by
Best on May 31 last year sold for
4,700 pounds

Milan sign
promising
Perea

INTERNET, undated

Spanish sources claim that Milan
have struck a deal with Atletico
Madrid for highly-rated Colombian
Luis Amaranto Perea.

The 26-year-old has been
linked Manchester United,
Valencia and Internazionale in
recent months - but Milan look to
have won the race for his signa-
ture.

Caden Ser Radio has announced
that a €7 million deal has been
agreed between the two clubs.

Atletico are yet to confirm the
deal, but itis also being suggested
that Perea has also shaken hands
on a four-year contract at The
Giuseppe Meazza.

Mansion wins
MU shirts
for £60m

INTERNET, undated

Online betting company Mansion
have won the race to sponsor
Manchester United's shirts to the
tune of £60 million.
The Observer says that the deal,
for £60m over four years, is
expected to be unveiled within
days by the Glazer family, which
took control of the club in an
£800m takeover last year.
The sponsorship arrangements
will be viewed as a coup for the
club, as it dwarfs the current deal
with Vodafone, which concludes
at the end of the current season.
Mansion, headed by Indonesian
billionaire Putera Sampoerna, will
yield Man Utd £15m a year
against £9m from Vodafone.
Mansion is understood to have
beaten off stiff competition from
Qatar Airways.

Mourinho a Klinsmann fan

m Football

AGENCIES, undated

Germany coach Juergen
Klinsmann, under fire for poor results
and his decision to keep living in the
United States, has received support
from Chelsea manager Jose
Mourinho.

"I 'am a Klinsmann fan,"
Mourinho was quoted as telling
Tuesday's issue of mass-selling
German daily Bild.

"l admire him for his courage.
He's got a strong personality. He
believes in young talent and pro-
motes players like (Robert) Huth,
(Bastian) Schweinsteiger, (Lukas)
Podolski and (Philipp) Lahm. And he
doesn't change his ideas just
because he loses a game. That's
great."

The Portuguese coach said he
regularly spoke to Klinsmann over
the phone, notably to talk about
Chelsea's German international
defender Huth.

Klinsmann, under scrutiny since
a 4-1 friendly defeat by ltaly on
March 1, has also faced criticism
for his decision to remain based in
the U.S. instead of moving back to
Germany.

In the interview, Mourinho also
talked about his own future, saying:
"l will definitely coach Portugal one

day."

The 43-year-old did not rule out a
jobinthe Bundesliga.

"I could imagine coaching
Bayern Munich but they should give
me a year's notice so | can learn
German," he said.

In the first part of the interview
published on Monday, the Chelsea
manager, who was in Germany at
the weekend, had said he would
love Germany captain Michael
Ballack to join the English champi-
ons.

Ballack's contract with Bayern
Munich expires at the end of the
season. The 29-year-old
midfielder's agent has said he was
very interested in a move to
Chelsea.

Also, Jose Mourinho insists he
does not feel like the best coach in
the world despite being hailed the
number one for the second consec-
utive year.

Mourinho, who famously intro-
duced himself to English football as
the "special one", was selected by
the IFFHA (International Federation
of Football History and Statistics) as
the world's best coach.

But it is a title the Portuguese
coach finds difficult to carry.

"In 2005 | won a championship,
an English cup and reached the final
stages of the Champions League,
obviously | am happy with all this,
but | am ambitious and | want to win

more."

"For this reason | don't feel like
the best coach in the world,"
Mourinho told Portuguese sports
daily Record.

As Chelsea close in on a second
straight Premiership title, Mourinho
said that he had accepted their
Champions League defeat by
Barcelona, but being Portuguese
hoped that Benfica would advance
pastthe Spaniards.

"l accepted the elimination much
easier than people can imagine," he
said.

"I'm not stupid. | know football
and its different competitions. We
were eliminated by an excellent
team. In this type of match between
great clubs the details make the
difference.

"Barcelona is part of my past and
| had many good moments there
and | have played two ties with them
andwonone," he said.

"' m not against Barcelona. Our
defeat to them is already part of the
past.

"I said | supported Benfica
because | am Portuguese. | would
like Benfica to be champions of
Europe because they are the only
Portuguese team left in the competi-
tion."

Henry keen on Vieira return

m Football

AFP, London

Thierry Henry is relishing the prospect
of Patrick Vieira's return to Highbury
when Arsenal face Juventus in the
quarterfinals of the Champions
League later this month.

Vieira quit Arsenal for Juventus
before this season got underway and
Henry is looking forward to the pros-
pect of being on the opposite side to
his France international teammate.

Midfield general Vieira helped
Arsenal to three Premiership titles,
including two double triumphs, in nine
years and is set to receive a hero's
welcome on his return to the club in
theirfinal year at Highbury.

Henry, who scored twice in
Arsenal's 2-1 Premiership win over
Liverpool last weekend, after netting
the goal which knocked European
giants Real Madrid out of the
Champions League, said: "l am sure it
will be really strange for him.

"The place will go crazy when he
steps out on the pitch. He was more
thanagreatservantforthe club.

"I'm sure it will be a bit special for him
to come back. People might still fancy
Juventus to go through because of their

history, because they are top of their
league and because they don't lose that
often, but we have shown it is what
happensonthe night.

"We respect Juventus alot butit will
be who wants it the most on the night.
You never know in football."

THIERRY HENRY

On the domestic frontArsenal's win
left them fifth in the Premiership and
involved in a race for the fourth and
final Champions League qualifying
spot with north London rivals
Tottenham and north-west teams
Blackburnand Bolton.

Henry's winner against Liverpool
came after a poor back-pass by
Liverpool captain Steven Gerrard.

It was the second time Henry had
benefited from such amistake from the
England midfielder. In Euro 2004, he
raced on to a similar ball from Gerrard
only to be brought down by David
James before Zinedine Zidane con-
verted the penalty to give France an
unlikely victory

"ltwas in way just like Euro 2004 all
over again if you look at the opportunity
I had but with the one for France | had
to run really fast to try to get the ball.
You cannot blame Steven Gerrard for
that," Henry said.

C'wealth Games
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effort of thousands of people over
the last 10 years and the
Commonwealth Games will prove to
everybody that Melbourne is the
sporting capital of Australia," he said.
"Our children's children will not
only benefit from the facilities we've
created ... but they will also remem-
ber having a third of the world's
population see Melbourne,
Australia, init's true glory."
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PHOTO: COURTESY

Major General Abdul Mubeen and Ghalib Ahmed Ansari, AGM Marketing, GrameenPhone are seen with the partici-
pants of the GrameenPhone Cup Golf tournament during the inaugural ceremony of the two-day meet at the Jessore

Golf and Country Club on March 10.
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