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Exhibition

Womanhood in all

FAYZA HAQ

OHAMMED Jalal Uddin, whose solo is

on at Shilpangan has been working in
oil, the richest of mediums, and is now
moving on to acrylic. The way he paints with
acrylic gives the effect of watercolour. All his
works bring in the essence of poetry in the ordi-
nary rural life of Bangladesh. He captures partic-
ularly well the moments of solitude. He uses
earthy colours and mingles them with melancholy
blues to bring in pensive female figures.

"l admit that most of my paintings deal with
women. Searching for the reason for this, | realise
that | find the female form attractive, apart from
flowers and trees around me. It is not as if sub-
jects like the Liberation War did not move me but |
felt | could best express myself in pensive female
forms. | do hope some time in future to deal with
ideas like the Language Movement and the
Liberation War, in one form or another. Right now

Artworks by Mohammed Jalal Uddin

60th anniversary of UNESCO
Bangladeshi cultural team goes to Paris

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

A five-member cultural team winged its way to
Paris today. The group comprises Manipuri
dancers Tamanna Rahman and her student
Subrata Das, along with popular singer of the
band ‘Bangla’, Anusheh Anadil. Buno (lead
guitarist of ‘Bangla’) and Shafique Mia (dhol
player) are a part of the team as well.

The function in Paris is being held on March 16
to commemorate the 60th anniversary of
UNESCO. The Governing Council of the South
Asia Foundation is sponsoring the event titled,
"The oral and intangible heritage of South Asia'.
The curtains go up with a rendering of a Manipuri
dance by Tamanna and Subrata. Then follows a
Lalon song by Anusheh and a popular Bangla folk
song, Takdum takdum bajey Bangladesher dhol.
The dance duo will accompany Anusheh. Other
SAARC countries will also perform in the
programme.

In the words of Tamanna, “We aim to project
the heritage of Bangladesh and are confident of a
good response from the audience.”

| want to please the viewer with presenting the
beautiful curves and colours that we find in our
women in the countryside," says Jalal Uddin.

Tune of spring depicts a young woman, boldly
dressed in a bright red sari. "l try to present the
hopes, dreams and frustrations of the woman in
the curling, swirling lines around her. The folds of
her clothes and her flying hair represent her
restless mind and heart," Jalal Uddin says.
Another painting is similarly an everyday event: a
woman helps another to finish doing her makeup
by putting a teep on the forehead. This is a simple
incident, yet it has been delineated in a splendid
manner, showing friendship, understanding and
helpful nature of the common people in the coun-
tryside.

In the morning shows two women sitting and
discussing a problem. The women are seen
sitting on steps and on the two sides we see mud
walls and windows, while on top is a thatched

painting depicts a seated woman engrossed in
her sewing. The surrounding mud huts have also
been included in the neat composition. On
another canvas he has an aging woman, once
more in the waiting mood, in a old and decrepit
mud house.

An experimental work has women with sur-
rounding scenes of rack and ruin replacing the
peaceful scenes of the Nakshikanthar Maath. "In
this | want to depict how our beautiful and peace-
ful homes are being replaced by rack and ruin
which is taking place in the name of develop-
ment," Jalal Uddin says.

Jalal Uddin has studied at the Department of
Fine Arts DU, where his teachers included artists
like Shahid Kabir, Kazi Ghiyasuddin, Mahmudul
Haque and Mahbubul Amin. He says that in his
days there may have been less experimentation
than today, but they had a lot of academic work,
especially outdoor sketching and painting.

The Liberation War of
Bangladesh is the theme of
Chashi Nazrul Islam's feature
film, Dhrubotara. The movie
focuses on the struggles of a
family during the war in ’71.
Noted author Rabeya Khatun
has written the story of the
film. Popular actors Ferdous,
Moushumi and Helal Khan play
the central characters in the
film. The film will be released
on March 26, Independence
Day at Star Cineplex, says a

roof. "Just as | enjoy depicting people from the
countryside so | love to paint scenes from the
countryside too," says Jalal Uddin. Another

He is full time set designer with Bangladesh
Television and an advisor to a children's organi-
sation where he teaches painting.

press release. Channel i will
telecast the movie soon.

CULTURAL FEAST

Exhibition

Title: 12th Asian Art Biennale, Bangla-
desh

Venue: National Art Gallery, National
Museum, Osmani Auditorium

Date: March 5-31

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
night.

Filmmaker Shakur Majid has trav-
elled to countries in Europe, differ-
ent states of US, UAE, Chile in Latin
America, Malaysia and Bangkok
between 2001 and 2005. During
these trips, Majid has filmed the
locations that fascinate tourists from
all over world. These videos, fea-
tured in the travel show Prithibir
Pothey Pothey are telecast

Title: The Other Voice

Date: March 8-19

Time: 12pm to 8pm

Venue: Bengal Gallery Of Fine Arts
House275/F, Road 27(Old),
Dhanmondi R/A

Title: We and bio-diversity
Date: March 10 to 15
Time: 10am to 6:30pm
Venue: Zainul gallery-2
Institute of Fine Arts, DU

Group Exhibition
Title: Trio

Participants: Kazi Rakib, Masuda
Kazi, Kazi Igbal

Venue: Gallery Kaya, H#20, road# 16,
Sector# 4, Uttara

Date: March 10-24

Theatre

Title: Macbeth

Organiser: Department of Theatre and
Music

Venue: Natmondal, Dhaka University

on Rtv at 10:50 pm every Sunday

Prithibir Pothey Pothey tries to
stand apart from other travel shows
by focusing on a certain theme or
elaborating on a certain architec-
tural wonder and its historic signifi-
cance in each episode. So far
episodes titled Acropolis in Athens,
Socrates' Athens, Road to Amster-
dam, In Search of the Berlin Wall,
Berlin and its Architecture, City of
Arts -- Paris, Louvre Museum in

Prithibir Pothey Pothey
An informative travel show on Rtv

Tsotsi

A picture of optimism

aired.

house
Valparaiso, Chile. Following that,

The director of the show Shakur Majid (Top), a carriage-ride in Vifia del Mar

Paris, Las Vegas and its Casinos,
Valdivia's Santiago, Plaza de Armas
in Santiago and Neruda's La
Chascona in Santiago have been

On March 19, is an episode on
Nobel laureate poet Pablo Neruda's

'La Sebastiana' in

“God Bless Africa!,” said Tsotsi's director, Gavin Hood,
as he accepted the Oscar for Best Foreign Language
Film atthe 78th Academy Awards recently.

Back in his native land, both Hood and his film have
been lauded. South Africa's president, Thabo Mbeki,
heralded the award as “another well-deserved accom-
plishment of our country and people” in “a story of
poverty, hopelessness and struggle transformed into
faith and a profound moral reawakening leading to a
better future”.

The first South African film to win an Oscar, Tsotsi
follows six days in the life of the leader of a group of
young gangsters. A heist gone wrong leaves the pro-
tagonist of the film, holding a three-month-old baby.
His decision to nurture the child sets him on a path of
possible redemption.

The film is an adaptation of the only novel by the
South African playwright Atholl Fugard. The novel
ended bleakly, with the protagonist literally and meta-
phorically crushed by the apartheid regime. In a signifi-
cant shift, the positive tone in Hood's post-apartheid
version suggests that, despite appalling problems,
South Africa is characterised by a mood of optimism.

Mbeki comments that Tsotsiis an appropriate repre-
sentation of the “Age of Hope” that is the country's
current climate. Not surprisingly, Tsotsi has been
South Africa's biggest box office success for 15 years.
It has also generated strong box office in the US since
its release there last month, and imminent release
dates in the UK and beyond should see the film pro-
grammed in both arthouse cinemas and multiplexes.

Apart from well-defined, sympathetic characters,
strong central performances and sharp cinematogra-
phy, the director knew how to tell a strong story, in

del Mar will be aired.

After featuring locations in
Europe and South America, Prithibir
Pothey Pothey will highlight the
tourist attractions in American cities
like New York, Boston, Michigan,
Chicago, Hollywood and San Diego.

Director Shakur Majid is also the
researcher, editor, cameraman and

A scene from Tsotsi

But Tsotsi's success is substantially built on the appeal
of the ghetto and the possibility of the individual rising
above his situation -- a hook that was sure to catch the
eye of film journalists and arts editors.
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