
JU CORRESPONDENT

With the commitment to introduce diverse forms of 
theatre, an eight-day long drama festival titled 
"Natya Parban-2006", organised by Jahangirnagar 
Theatre (JT), began from March 3 at the 
Jahangirnagar University (JU) campus.

Pledging to fight against violence and militancy 
prevailing across the country, the festival will 
continue till March 11 with the slogan Amanishar 
Brityo Bhengey Mukto Natun Shokal Nachuk. 

Following the inauguration by eminent dramatist 
Professor Selim Al Deen, a colourful rally was 
brought out. Vice Chancellor Professor Khandakar 
Mustahidur Rahman attended as chief guest. 
Translated and directed by Tarik Anam Khan from 
the main script of Thornton Wielder's The Match-
maker, Natyakendra staged the play titled Projapoti 
on the opening day.

JT, a member of Bangladesh Group Theatre 
Federation (BGTF), presented their new produc-
tion Phoenix the following day. Shahtab Siddique 
Anik directed the improvised drama, which focuses 
on our Liberation War from a different point of view. 
Emotion, anger and blasphemy of the then society 
have been portrayed through different characters. 
Dramatised and directed by Zahir Ripon from a 
story by Kazi Nazrul Islam, Swapnodal will stage 
their production titled Padmagokhra on March 6. 

Based on Bangla natyareeti the drama deals with 
the endangered humanity in today's world. An 
evening of baul songs will be held the following day 
where Jahangir baul and his group will perform.

Written and directed by Rahul Anand, 
Prachyanat will stage street play Mandar on March 
8 following the performance of Jantu, a street play 
by JT. Dramatised by Shahed Iqbal, the play is 
adopted and directed by Sheikh Mahmud Alok. 
Natyachakra will stage drama Bhaddornok, based 
on The Bourgeois Gentleman by Molliere, the 
following day. Adopted and directed by Golam 
Sarwar, the play satirically depicts the influence of 
civilisation on a villager and his amusing reaction to 
get used to it.

Shomoyer Proyojone, a drama by Theatre Art 
Unit, will be staged on March 10. Mohammad Bari 
dramatised and directed the short story by Zahir 
Raihan. The festival will wrap up with the staging of 
Shyamaprem, a drama by Prangone Mor. Drama-
tised by Chittaranjan Ghosh the play is directed by 
Ananto Hira. 

A seminar will be held on March 9 at the seminar 
room of proposed Zahir Raihan auditorium. JT will 
also host a reception to Dr Biplob Bala and 
Kangalini Sufia on March 6 and 7 for their contribu-
tion to drama and music respectively. The 
programmes will be held at Muktomancho (Amphi-
theater) at 6:30 pm each day.
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for any change in the programme. 
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N open-air award giving 

A ceremony for Bangaldeshi 
cinema organised by Con-

cord Entertainment Company Ltd 
was held at Fantasy Kingdom, 
Ashulia on March 3. 

The event pulled in a number of 
major Bangladeshi moviestars and 
cultural personalities. The glitzy and 
glamorous event entertained 
Bangladeshi movie fans with 
Dhallywood style dances and action 
packed performances. The event 
acknowledged excellence in the 
Bangladeshi film industry and 
honour artists and movies in 16 
categories in various categories.

The award for the Best Film went 
to  Shast i .  Kohinoor  Akhter  
Shuchanda received the Best 
Director Award for Hajaar Bochhor 
Dhorey. Shakib Khan and Riaz 
jointly won the award for Best Actor 
for their roles in Shubha and Hajaar 
Bochhor Dhorey. The award for 
Best Actress went to Purnima for her 
role in Shasti. Nurul Alam and Imon 
Shaha jointly received the award for 
Best Music Director for their work in 
Shasti. Subir Nandi won the Best 
Male Singer Award and Anupoma 
Mukti won the award for Best female 
Singer. Momotaz Uddin Ahmed was 
awarded as the Best Playwright. 
Veteran actor Ahmed Sharif 
received the Lifetime Achievement 

Award for his contribution to 
Bangladeshi cinema.   

At the event, chairman of the jury 
board and eminent director, Chashi 
Nazrul Islam said, "Films are reflec-
tions of lives. Cinema is not only a 
source of momentary pleasure. It 
should be a document of our life 
style, ethos, stories of success and 
failure."

Eminent playwright Professor 
Momotaz Uddin Ahmed said in his 
speech, "Over the last few years, 
our film industry saw a degenerating 
phase. Obscenity and vulgarity has 
engulfed most of our films. Even the 
titles of the films attest to the deca-
dence prevalent in the film industry. 
The vulgar practices should be 

stopped immediately and measures 
should taken to establish our film 
industry as a viable and profitable 
one."  

The chief guest of the event, 
Aminul Huque, who played one of 
the central characters in the first 
motion picture (talkie) made in our 
country -- Mukh O Mukhosh, also 
attended the event. 

The show started with a perfor-
mance by popular singer Momotaz. 
The artiste presented energetic 
renditions of two of her superhit 
numbers.

This event will be aired soon on 
Stv.

ERSHAD KAMOL

33 paintings by eminent artist 
Mohammad Fokhrul Islam are on 
display at Alliance Francaise. The 
untitled paintings narrate different 
stories. Fokhrul apprenticed in 
ceramics and print lithography, both 
of which are evident through his 
works. 

The coherence of these images 
go far beyond their common palette 
and technique, but is produced in 
several series, which explore the-
matically a particular perspective. 
Some of these paintings are fossil-
ised and some portray gloomy 
landscapes and sky. The power of 
the paintings multiply in their con-
junction, feeding off each other, 
invoking an interior landscape 
previously known only to Fokhrul. 
Each of the paintings in burnt sienna 
and black reflects the relics of the 
earth as well as the fall of humanity. 

The dotted texture created by the 
mixture of mustard and printer's ink 
on the burnt sienna in the painting 
titled “Image 10” co-relates with the 
message of the artist’s work. The 
dark background of the painting has 
created the image of a wasteland, 
which to Fokhrul is the reality of life.

Images of forests and sky in his 
works -- Images 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 11 and 
12” -- have not appeared colourfully 
like the romantics in Fokhrul's work. 

Rather the gloominess' of the paint-

ings suggests the gradual phenom-

enon of the world perceiving the fall 

of humanity.

Image 19 is another interesting 

work. Five balls, one almost tripping 

from the platform, suggests the 

ongoing decadence in earth. 

Image 8 and 9 can be considered 

as one of the best works of the artist. 

The fossilised images created by 

the black dots on burnt sienna 

reflect the barren earth.   

As Fokhrul said, “When I create, I 

don't suggest any title. I express my 

own feelings through my work, and 

give the viewers a chance to make 

their own interpretations, and I really 

enjoy doing that. Obviously I deliver 

my messages through the paint-

ings, and when the viewers relate 

with the messages and enjoy these, 

it brings me immense pleasure.”

The 10-day solo painting exhibi-

tion was inaugurated by Dr 

Gouriswar Bhattacharya, the art 

historian, Institute of Indian Philol-

ogy, on March 3 at the Alliance 

Francaise. Myriam Bassinot, the 

Director of Alliance Francaise was 

the special guest at the opening 

ceremony.
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Cultural organisation Orchestra 
held a musical soiree at the All 
Community Club Hall, Dhaka on 
March 3. Highlight of the event, titled 
Shomoy Geley Shadhon Hobey Na, 
was noted artiste Farida Parveen's 
performance.

This was the 10th musical 
programme put together by Orches-
tra. Prior to this, the organisation 
has held concerts of artistes such as 
Fatema Tuz Zohra, Subir Nandi, 
Kanakchapa, Shaheen Samad, 
Tapan Chowdhury, Kiranchandra 
Roy, Chandana Majumdar, Agoon 
and Sraboni. Incidentally Shomoy 
geley... was the second programme 
of Farida Parveen by Orchestra. 

Emerging singer Deenat Jahan 
Munni started the programme with 
renditions of Lalon songs. The 
artiste fondly recalled how she as a 
youngster spent the money 
received as a prize for the first 
competition she won, by buying an 
album of Farida Parveen. "I feel 
honoured that I've been asked to 
sing at a 'Farida Parveen' event," 
she said. Deenat then perfomed 

Jaat gelo jaat gelo, Dekhna mon 
jhank mari ei duniyadaari, Ami 
aupaar hoye boshey achhi, Asha 
puron holo na and Barir pashey 
aarshinagar.

Following Deenat's performance 
Farida Parveen took the stage. The 
seasoned songster said, "I'm sure 
you've enjoyed the performance by 
the promising artiste (Deenat). 
However, I think it would've been 
better if two artistes of the same 
genre weren't performing at the 
same event." She added, "Satellite 
culture has had a major impact on 
our way of life. I shudder when 
sometimes I get to hear versions of 
Lalon songs by some artistes of this 
generation. Distortion of these 
timeless songs is rampant; the 
excuse given is 'self expression'. 
However I am hopeful that quality 
programmes featuring authentic 
Bangla songs will promote and 
uphold our wholesome values."

Farida started her performance 
with a patriotic song Ei Padma ei 
Meghna to mark March, the month 
when Bangladesh declared its 
independence. Consecutively she 
performed Tomari holam, Bidhirey 
tui amaye chhara rongo korar 

manush dekhli na, Tomra bhulei 
gechho Mallikadir Naam, Pakhi 
kokhon jani urey jai and more.

Gazi Abdul Hakim was on flute, 
SM Reza on dholok, Sheikh 
Jalaluddin on dotara and Bishwajit 

Sarkar was on tabla. Shawkat 
Hossain was on keyboard.

Film Award '05 held amidst 
glitz and glamour  

Mohammad Fokhrul Islam's solo exhibition

A reflection of contemporary world 

Farida Parveen’s soothing tunes

Natya Parban '06 begins
Jahangirnagar Theatre  holds drama festival
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The Bengal Gallery has been nominated coor-
dinator of the Bangladeshi part of the art exhi-
bition organised in connection with the XVIII 
Commonwealth Games in Melbourne, Austra-
lia, 2006. The art exhibition titled, Play/Lila: 
Contemporary Miniatures and New Art from 
South Asia, brings together the works of 23 
artists from Australia, Bangladesh, Canada, 
England, India, Malaysia, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka. From Bangladesh, the works of two 
distinguished artists, Abdus Shakoor and 
Shishir Bhattacharjee will be included in the 
exhibition.

"The cultural events will celebrate the 
games and will begin on March 8," said Abdus 
Shakoor. "The programme will focus on the 
condition of arts and crafts. I provided some 
miniature works while Shishir gave some 

contemporary works to choose from. The 
curator wanted Bangladesh to be represented 
in the best way possible and did not go in for 
abstract work. It is a credit for Bangladesh that 
its paintings will be seen and appreciated 
abroad.”

Orchestra’s 10th presentation “Shomoy Geley Shadhon Hobey Na”

Bangladeshi art to be displayed at 
Commonwealth Games
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Shuchanda receives the award for Best Director (L-R) Professor Momotaz Uddin Ahmed, Aminul Huque, Ahmed Sharif
 and Chashi Nazrul Islam (extreme right) at the award ceremony 

A scene from the he street play Jantu
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One of Fokhrul’s works on display
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