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Ekushey Book Fair
wraps up

KHALID-BIN-HABIB

KUSHEY Book Fair, considered to be the
largest book fair in the country, ended
yesterdayin Dhakaamidst enthusiasm,

The book fair, organised by

Academy and the Bangladesh Book Publishers
and Sellers' Association, marking the Language
Movement, run during the month of February.
The fairwas named Amar Ekushey Granthamela

in 1964,

Ekushey Book Fair had something new to
offer everyday with a number of eminent poets,
writers, novelists, dramatists, actors and actress,
artistes, painters as well as other distinguished
personalities gathering at the venue making it a
focal pointforeveryone-- youngand old.

The visitors were seen browsing through the
stalls of their choices at the fair. The fair was
divided into four zones-- commercial publish-
ing houses, children's books, publications of
socio-cultural organisations, NGOs and other
organisations, Only books written, edited or
translated by Bangladeshiwriters were included

inthestalls.

A number of innovative programmes
included discussions and cultural programmes
focusing on the literary personalities of the 20th
century at the main stage every day. The acad-

cmysetup awriters' corner.

A survey of different stalls reveal that Holud
Himu Kalo Rab by Humayun Ahmed and
Duswapner Jatri by Anisur Rahman sold well,
compared to other books. The most popular

novels were Lilua Batash and

Amader Boimela, a compilation of works by late
Humayun Azad also sold well. Samoy Prakashon
launched a new book titled Nodi O Chashir

GolpobyAbdullah AbuSayeed.

the Bangla

An attendant of

Chayaleen.

a book of thymes Cholo Jai Clihorar Deshe have
received agood response from children.

Bangabandhu Memorial Trust, Alauddin Shagor
said, “Books on Liberation War were in great
demand. Besides that, a collection of photo-
graphs on Liberation War, highlight images of
destruction and brutality. Ifhasher Moha Nayak
by Motahar Hossain' Sufi’ has received good

Eager fair-goers thronged the stalls yesterday

the stall Jatir Jonok
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encourages preservation of LiberationWar mem-
orabilia. WM also aims to educate the new gen-
eration with history of independence, so that,
they are proud of their motherland and imbued
with the spirit of patriotism and liberal demo-
cratic ideas. Inithe stall, a letter to Bangabandhu
from a Birangona's (victim of Liberation War)
fatherdrew considerableattention.

Till yesterday the book fair was abuzz with

Bangladesh Asiatic Society introduced visi-
tors to some good books. The Banglapedia CD
also soldwell: Mela Publications said thatabook
for children titled Raj Dorbarer Shial Panditand

response frombuyers.”

The LiberationWar Museum (IWM), Dhakain
a big stall displayed several books and photo
albums on the Liberation War, The muscum

activities and crowds lined'up to satiate their
literary taste. Today the vacant Bangla Academy.
premises will miss the hustle bustle until the
next EkusheyBook Fair,

Tagore’s musical TIasher Desh
staged by Surer Dhara

Surer Dhara staged' Rabindranath
Tagore's musical Tasher Desh At the
National Theatre Stage, Shilpakala
Academy recently. Renowned
Tagore artiste Rezwana Chowdhury
Banya was in charge of the over all
direction. Professor of Sangit
Bhaban, Bishwa Bharati
{(Shantiniketan) Gora Sarbadhikary
directed the drama and dance
artiste Tamanna Rahman did the
dancedirection, says apressielease.
While staging Tasher Desh
Surer Dhara tried to maintain the
trend introduced by Tagore.
Costumes and art direction were
based on the works of Nandalal
Bose. Tasher Desh is a satire on the
then social environment of undi-
vided India during the last phase of
the British raaj. The play begins
with a prince exasperated by the
monotonous restrictions and
boundaries ofthe royal palace.

Inastateofboredom, heembarks
onavayage with a young merchant.
As destiny would have it, they fall
prey to a violent tempest and after
the shipwreck finally find refuge on
the 'Island of cards' -- a domain
inhabited and ruled by cards, The
prince makes an important discov-
ery through the robot-like lifestyle
led by the residents of the island.
Thereis nolaughter, no mirth andno
tears. In otherwords the inhabitants
are devoidofemotions.

The prince makes an attempt to
break the robotic existence of the
‘cards’ by explaining to them what
it is like to give in to one's inner-
most feelings and passion. The

A colourful portrayal of the musical by the artistes

resultis outstanding.

Tasher Desh emphasises the
philosophy of creation. Tagore
believed that an existence ismean-

ingless if it's devoid of expressions
ofhuman emotions. Only mmeans to
overcome a stagnant social state is
through the removal of rigid regu-

lations. In other words imposed
social order can never be perina-
nent and'in such a case society
itselflooks forarevolution.

JRSP's council
in Comilla

Jatio Rabindra Sangeet Parishad's
(JRSP) 25th council will held in
Comilla from March 3 to March 5,
says a press release. Since 1982 the
organisation has been regularly
armanging councils and competi-
tions at different corners of the
country, Currently the organisation
has about 5000 activists, who par-
ticipate in musical soirees in the
capital aswellas in districttowns.
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CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The final show of the ongoing ITI
theatre festival Khudhito Pashan, a
Shubochan Natya Shongsad pro-
duction, will be staged today at the
Mahila Samity Stage.

The darker side of aristocracy --
the oppression of women -- is the
theme of Tagore's classic Khudhito
Pashan. Samar Chattyapadhyaya

Shubochan Natya

Shogsad stages
Khudhito Pashan

has dramatised Tagore's short
story. For professional reasons, the
protagonist of Khudhito Pashan
goes near Barich 'Prashad’ (pal-
ace), which was used by King Shah
Mahmud the second for his enter-
tainment with his courtesans.
There in his surrealism, the protag-
onist hears the wailing of the souls
of courtesans. Khaled Khan directs
the play.

Elite Marriage accessories exhibi-
tion of Dhaka, was held recently at
the Novera Hall, National Museum.

Besides the exhibition of the
marriage materials of ald Dhaka,
the programme included kite
exhibition of Sona Mian, various
books published in Dhaka; Iyre
_playing of Abdul Kadir, Chan Miah
“and ' his band' presented’ instru-
mental versions of marriage songs,
Dances were presented as well.

Wedding items and
accessories exhibited

Enam Ahmed Chowdhury, chief
advisor of Dhakabashi was present
as chief guest, says apressrelease,

A festival featuring different
kinds of delectable Bakarkhani, a
flaky bread with cheese stuffing,
popular in the old part of Dhaka,
washeldat the same venue.

The function was organised by
Elite Cosmetics Lid, and social
organisation Dhakabashi.

Models act out a traditional wudding at the event
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TV GUIDE

Desperate Housewives
to go Latin

Wisteria Lane is getting a Latin
makeover.
Latin America will be getting

its own version of the ABC hit

drama Desperate Housewives this
summer -- actually make that four
versions.

In an unusual move, Buena
Vista International Television
Latin America will shoot editions
of Desperate Housewives for four
different markets: Brazil,
Argentina, Ecuador and
Colombia, complete with their
own casts and tweaked scripts to
reflect local language and cultural
flavour.

In Latin America, viewers have
long seen American programmes
butrarely remakes. Shows, includ-
ing Desperate Housewives, are
mostly dubbed or subtitled. The
show is currently exported to
some 200 territories around the
globe.

Starting in April, 23 episodes of
Amas de Casa Desesperadas/Donas
de Casa Desesperadas will be pro-
duced by Pol-Ka Producciones in
Buenos Aires, wherea Latin version
of the Wisteria Lane set, the
Desperate Housewives neighbor-
hood, is being built as Calle
Manzanares,

Some key changes for Latin
America; The plumber will have a

The cast of Despem{e Housewfves

white-collar occupation, such as
engineer, because a plumber living
in a ritzy neighborhood strains
credulity in some Latin American
countries.

The Hispanic couple in the ABC
version, Carlos and Gabrielle Solis,
will be recast as a foreign couple

from another Latin American
country,

Characters' names will be
Hispanicised: Gabrielle will
become Gabriela; Susan, Susana;
Bree, Elisa; and Lynette, Lia.
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News Headiines (Bangla) al 8:55
{1 amAZ:A0 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. T:00 pm.

News (Bangla) a1 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.B:00 pm.

News (English) at 3:00 pm, 10:00 pm.
Late Nigh! News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-1

News (Bangla) &l 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, T:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

| Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
| English)a11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) al 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
Engfish) al11:30 pm,

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

niv

News Headlinas (Bangta) sl 10;00 am.
12:002m. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm,

Telecusl of BTV News (Bangla and
| English) at17:30 pm.

| TARA BANGLA

i News Hesxfines (Bangla) & 5:30pm. 730pm.
Tara News (Bangla) at £:30 pm. 11:30 pm.
Tara News Bangladush (Bangla) al 8:30
pm.

BBC WORLD
Eveny hour on the hour
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PICK OF THE DAY

Kichhu Katha Kichhu Gaan
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10:25 | Teknaf Thekey Telulia” | 05:10 .,Chan_ohab’nkaruamru i i SE—
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v S Swordof Tipu Sultan | < SV
4ok 0800 Drama SoriliPagal | Croy - Ebong Ginemar Gaan
08:35  Agjker Shokal. t1211 0 Pm_,m R 01:45.  Publc Reaction
| 09:05  Drama Serial: 0830 15 Drara Sarat 02:40  Modha Blkash
3 - Labonyoprobha _ Shukhér Lagiya 04:05  Bashundhara Amadef
: Gnmrsarfmy 09:00  Drama Sedal; G_E."'” ;
1 - HoliHol Rof Rol o
o Gallery: 09:30 - Drama Soial 04:50: . SaRe Ga Mo
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. | o150, RGTravelOn
- -;-SﬁcngbaﬂPaimy 08:20/  Drama Serial: Bk
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DramaSerial: Bela

Obolar Golpo' -

Dasher Gaan

Hridoya Shur Ashoy.
Shukhi Thakun Deho
Mon-o

Swapno Diner

Sholo Frosna

Alker Bangladesh
“Ajker Shishir, arid

Samina

Riv Exiusive

AnlarangaAlap:

‘Drama Serial: Boral. |
‘Parer Shillal Gaon
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| 1400

% STAR MOVIES :aﬂ:u'h_r'hﬁm Bhikathi | STAR SPORTS
[ | (0800 WarAl Home, The 41:30 - Kahiin To Hoga R SRS
k| 1000, Black HawkDown | 43000 K Syt Pal il L LankaistTest, Day's,
| 42200 . Tha Gingerbread Man {18 Session(Ly it
| 6245 DirodiAdlion. i :-STAH WORLD | 1130 Crickes Classics Dravid:
(0380 nEnomybands {0900 :mmcamvsmwy: o 'n-__g’“‘;";"g}v si
A : :?33'3 ' %ﬂglﬁ“ L 208 3rd Session(l).
STMI PLUS ANt Nl 04:30  Trajmpact{T) |
09:05  VTmiem-SlarPlos | 04:30  TheATeam . | 0% -c"d“”c’“"’“E
0930 Kumkum-PyaraSa | 0230 . Oprah Wirfey Show m&mw
(jiBandbani 1/} 0L {£103:30 Bk And Bemlfl 06:30 ° Tna Jmpact (R)
{ | 10:00.  VTrallors - StarPlos © || 04:30. General Hospital - 07:30 " ico Cricket Workd (R)
19:30 Shanti 07:301 1. Friands {/08:30 Westindios Tour OF
12:00 " " Maan' 08;00°  Selnfeld. New ZealandThe
; 42:30,  V Trailérs - Star Plus |1 08:30° - Amierican Idol Nationa! Bank Series
Terminator 3 0400 | Ko Zrdog Koy | 000, et Inesigens | igsnwz&ulagws
5 2090 | Kumim - ’ 100 Char iy ; Lindies 161 0di
On HBO at 09:30 pm e BRI D b ghights (1)
Genre: Action 02000, | Bhabhi ESPN. : A0 10:00. (Sportscenterindia
Cast: AmoldSchwamnuggar Nick Stahl -di:;ai} ekl iR s D eyt : _ SpmtawnmrUpdm'fu
—— - N ——— o Sereni 000 - Crickel Classics 140:02  Goalsl (T)
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8:30 * Snigdha Shokal 0145 Gia 2 12:00 - AtnAm20-20:Day 5
08:40  Shuproval 04:00 " Passengor 57 OE00 H g : Newcesio Unod Vs edyine i
. Bangladosh PSS L0 B 05301 t4Tha Prowd Eanly Evarlon (R), 1230 Greal Centiries
0230 Caoon 0745 DCSnper 23Das el | o ey | %30 SpashFootal ) g3, Potugense League:
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