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HERE | AM: Mohammad Ashraful looks to the heavens after completing his century on the first day of the first Test against Sri Lanka at the Chittagong

Divisional Stadium on Tuesday.

Ashratul keeps his words

BISHWAIIT ROY from Cliltagong

B| Before the Test
match that started
vesterday at the
Chittagong Divi-
sional Stadium,
Mohammad Ash-
raful’ told that he
loved to play against Sri Lanka and
~ was looking forward to coming up
with abigoneinthe startofthenew
SEASON,

The 21-year-old was true to his
words ashelethis batdothetalking
with amasterly 136.

The talented batsman, who
burst onto the international stage
with a century.on debut to become

-the youngest ever to do so, played

yet another authoritative innings
just to show the world what he is
capable of.

Bt after spending five years in
international cricket, the
Bangladesh batting genius how-
ever could not be fully satisfied
with the heroic innings because of
themanneritendedin.

"The wicket was fantastic for
batting. Some of our batsmen got a
good start but failed to carry on,
that'swhy Ialways tried to play with
straightbatto be successful, Ttisfine
that I made a hundred but the way 1
gotout was not agood one forme. 1
would have been really happy if 1
were there till the end of the day's
play," said Ashraful, one of the
experienced cricketersin the squad.

Ashraful was out playing atired-
lpoking shot in the final overs, but
he blamed it on poor shot selec-
tion.

"I'was not tired at all, actually 1
gotawrong ball to go forabigone. 1
have had a chance to prolong my
innings as well as put the teamina
comfortable position, but I played

a bad shot and (Upul) Tharanga
took the catch brilliantly in the
deep. Over confidence might be a
reason behind the mistake,” con-
ceded Ashraful.

When asked'about his success
against Sri Lanka's leading wicket-
taker Muttiah Muralidaran, he said
that he followed his bowling even
onthetelevision. 2

"I was never in pmblem to pick
him. Actually I watched most of his
matches on TV, that's why 1 can
read him easily, The spin bowlingis
SriLanka's main strength and ove
to playthe spinners whichmightbe
a reason that 1 was successful
against them, " he explained.

Ashraful’ rocked back and
hooked away pacer Lasith Malinga
to the vacant fine-leg fence to
complete his hundred in style, but
he looked little bit nervous in the
nineties.

“No, I'was not nervous, You saw
that 1 even tried to play reverse
sweep during that time because 1
was successful againstIndiaduring
my 158-run knock. 1 was actually
confidentthat'swhyIwent forabig
shot to complete the hundred,” he
explained.

He however refused to compare
his one hundred with the other.
"You can't compare one with
another,” he said.

Coach Dav Whatmore
described hisinnings asaresponsi-
ble one and he found inner confi-
dence inthe batsman.

"He played a responsible
innings. He was a little bit unlucky
as unfortunately he lost his con-
centration little bit at the end," said
Whatmore adding that it was just
beginning ofthe batsman.

The Bangladesh coach however
was not fully happy with the
achievement of making three

hundted runsinaday.

"The run'is good, but it could
have been much better, because
the wicket was brilliant. We need to
understand that this is 4 five-day
game, however there is animprove-
ment,"hesaid adding that Ashraful

showed the maturity which might

inspire the otherbatsmen.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the open-

ing day of the first Test between

Bangladesh and Sni Lanka at the
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Sn Lanka spinwizard Muttiah Muralidaran, who took three wickets, in his delivery
stridein his 100th Testatthe Chittagong Divisional Stadium on Tuesday.
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Trans-Tasman bid for WC

Asian nations ask for bid date extension

E¥-Y ) Cricket

I AFP, Sydney

Australia and New Zealand
Tuesday announced they will
jointly bid to host the 2011 cricket
World Cup but a top official admit-
ted theywere underdogstohostthe
event.

A combined bid from India,

' Pakistan, SriLankaand Bangladesh

was the favourite to be named as
host at the International Cricket
Council's (ICC) annual conference
in July, Cricket Australia chiefl
executive James Sutherland said.

“I thinkit's really difficult to say,
at this stage we would say we're
probably coming from behind,”
Sutherland said.

"At the same time ... all' we can

_do is lay on the table our creden-

tials.

“In very recent history Australia
has hosted the Olympics, hosted
the Rugby World Cup and with the
Commonwealth Games comingon
there's a proven track record of
performance thatstands us in good
stead,” he said.

Sutherland said Australia and
New Zealand's facilities, track
record of staging large sporting

events and experienced sporting
personnel were "really strong
factorsinour favour”.

New Zealand Cricket and
Cricket Australia officials negoti-
ated for a month to produce a 258-
page bid document handed to the
1CCin Dubai on Tuesday.

The bid calls for matches to be
held evenly in both countries but
the host city of the final has yet to
bedecided, officials said.

Australia and New Zealand
previously jointly hosted the 1CC
World Cup in 1992 when the final
was heldin the southern Australian
city ofMelbourne.

The two countries previously
combined to bid for and win the
2003 Rugby World Cup. But the
arrangement ended in acrimony
when a contractual dispute over
stadium sponsorship in New
Zealand saw. all games played in
Australia.

New Zealand' Cricket chief
executive Martin Snedden said
New Zealand Cricket and Cricket
Australia had a strong relationship
and were prepared to work as
partners to host the matches in
February and March 2011.

"Weare confidentthatwe havea
world class bid," he said.

"Both countries have the capa-
A

bility to host an outstanding event.
We have fantastic venues, solid
infrastructure and professional
staff who are experiencedin event
managementatthehighestlevel.”

Defending champions Australia
will be among the 16 teams con-
testing the 2007 World Cup in the
WestIndies from March 11,

Meanwhile Reuters adds from
Karachi, Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh have askedthe 1CC
to extend Tuesday's deadline for
bids to hostthe 2011 World Cup.

"We have asked the ICC to
extend the date to March 20. The
heads of all fourboards willmeet in
Chandigarh, India on March 12 to
finalise the joint bid,” Pakistan
Cricket Board director of cricket
operations Saleem Altaf told
Reuters.

Altaf said the four countries had
prepared a letter expressing their
interest in hosting to the 1CC but
nottheir final official bid.

"We need to sort out some
matters with' the 1CC relating to
certain conditionalities asked for
from bidding countries. We have to
get clearance from' our govem-
ments. That is why we have asked
for adelay in final date of submis-
sion," Altafsaid.

Mahmud's debut
as commentator

SPORTS REPORTER fram Chittagong

Former Bangladesh captain Khaled
Mahmud said that Mohammad
Ashraful'shundred made his debut
asa commentatorahappyone.
The 34-year old Mahmud, who
retired from international cricket

after playing the first one-day:

international against the visiting
Sri Lanka in Bogra, started his new
innings yesterday as an expert 1TV
commentator.

"ESPN-STAR Sports authority
just. contacted me on Monday
night to join the commentary
team. 1 am really excited that
Ashraful made a hundred on my
first assignment. For his calibre the
hundred is not a big one and | am
expecting much more from the
talented guy," said an excited
Mahmud.

"I'was alittle bit shy on the first
day, but everybody appreciated
me, Actually it was totally a new
experience forme. I'am especially
excited because | can remain
involved with the series as a com-
mentator,” he added.

Australian duo
inspires Eng
captain

REUTERS, Nagpur

England captain Michael Vaughan
is confident of making a comeback
from the knee injury which forced
him out of the Test series against
India and is looking to Glenn
McGrath and Shane Warne for
inspiration.

The Yorkshire batsman played
down fears that his long-term
problem could be career-
threatening.

"I'mvery optimistic and enthu-
siastic about the game of cricket
and 1 certainly won't rule myself
out of playing cricket again in the
future," he was quoted as saying on
the England Cricket Board (ECB)
website.

- Englandcoach Duncan Fletcher
was hopeful on Tuesday that
\’quhun's injury. was nothing
SErious,

“At the moment we just feel it
probably might be just a niggle," he
toldreporters. "Ifitturnsouttobea
permanent thing, it is a big con-
cern,”

The 31-year-old Vaughan is
returning home to have further
checks, having undergone surgery
onhis right knee after the problem
flared’ up during the tour of
Pakistan latelastyear.

"There have been bettenplayers
with bigger injuries than this one
that have come back," Vaughan
said.

"I remember Glenn McGrath a
few years ago had nine or 10
monthsoutofthe game, and Shane
Wamme had 12 months out of the
game withashoulderinjury.

“They seem to have come back

SEE PAGE 13 COL S

Shoaib down
under for
op only

CRICINFO, undated -

A senior official of the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) on Monday
vehemently rubbished specula-
tions that fast bowler Shoaib
Akhtar had gone to Australia to
undergo a biomechanic test on his
bowling action after questions
were raised during the recenthome
Testseries againstIndia.

"These are all baseless rumours.
Shoaib can't even run, so where
does the question of him undergo-
ing biomechanictests on his action
in Australia arise," Saleem Altaf,
director of cricket operations, told
theNews,

"He has gone to Australia to
purely consult a knee specialist Dr.
David Young, who has by the way,
told us he'll be operating upon
both knees on Tuesday'to remove
pieces of cartilage which are float-
ing," Altafsaid.

Considerable controversy was
created during the series against
India when the Indian coach Greg
Chappell and a noted commenta-
tor raised questions over Shoaib's
action which has not been tested
under the ICC's new bowling
action review protocol that came
into effectlastMarch.

Dalmiya served
show cause

P11, Kolkata

The Board of Control for Cricket in
India on Tuesday issued a show
causenotice toits former president
Jagmohan Dalmiya, asking him 1o
explain within 15 days why appro-
priate action should not be taken
against him for “irregularities”
pertaining to PILCOM accounts.
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ANGLADESH had a very
good first day of the first
Test at a new ground that
looked very nice, It was a good 10ss
towin forthe home side onawicket
where the bounce was perfect for
strokeplay. And Mohammad
Ashrafulhasshownonce againwhy

he is called the number one bats-
manin the countryand recognised
as one of the top young players in
theworld.

It was brilliant batting against a
very tidy bowling side that
included the likes of Muttiah
Muralidaran. Young boys should
take lessons from Ashraful's per-
formance today. The way he played
Murali, proves that the guy has
huge talent.

But the other Bangladeshi
batsmen, perhaps, did not do
justice to the young man whose
strokes were sights for sore eyes.
They needed just to stay at the
wicket and support him. Runs
would have come automatically.
The second highest score in the
Bangladeshinnings, Nafees1gbal's
34, compared to Ashraful's 136 is
no contribution at all. Had they
shown some more patience, it
would have been a grear day, The
way Nafees got out just before
lunch was a pity. Before any break,
you should novrelax. The best way
is 1o stay there and play a few

maiden overs if needed. No harm
done that way, No coach can help
the batsmen in these situations
because they need to help them-
selves.

Although there is no Chaminda
Vaas, you can not ignore the Sri
Lankan attack because Murali is
the best spinner ever in the world.
Also, Lasith Malinga’s slingy action
makes him a difficult bowler to
pick. Ashraful really didwell han-
dling these two. 1 think he was
getting desperate and running out
of partners. So | don't blame the
young man for being dismissed
shortly before close of play,

Bangladesh have scored more
than 300 runs on a day but the loss
of nine wickets tells that they have a
lot of hard 'work to get the Lankan
batsmen out on a pitch that will
‘assist them. The pace bowlers
hardly. would' get any help, It's
overall a good performance by
Bangladesh' considering Murali's
presence in the opposition but had
the hosts lost five wickets, 1 would
have said perfect!

]

Bangladesh take on
Hong Kong today

I3 Football

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh look forward to
become third time lucky when they
host Hong Kong in the second
roundof the 2007 Asian Cup Group
F qualifiers at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium today.

The match, which kicks off at
4pm, will be telecast live by
BangladeshTelevision.

Hong Kong, a great team in the
60s and 705, thrashed Bangladesh
9-1in the Merdéka Cup inMalaysia
in 1975 but their status has been
changed markedly over the years,
The second international between
them, in the Asian Cup qualifier in
2003 in Hong Kong, ended in a 2-2
draw.

“We know they are more experi-
enced at this level. Also, they are
professionals, which we are not.
Butthisis ourhome ground and we
hold the advantages. If my boys
stick to the plan, we will win," said
Bangladesh's Argentine coach

Diego Cruciani after the home
side's training session yesterday,

Cruciani, serving a two-match
ban, would not be able to sit at the
bench. He was alsodenieda place at
the official press briefing, His side
lost 5-0 to the group favourites
Uzbekistan in Tashkent last week
while Hong Kong also made a poor
start, crashing3-0to Qatarathome.

“"We conceded three bad goals
against Uzbekistan and hope thatit
does not happen again,” said the
41-year-old Argentine, who is
expected to make at least two
changes in the side, one in the
attackand oneinthe back. ;

"Our strikers have been making
too many misses, This is a worryfor
me.”

It means veteran striker Alfaz or
his young partner Emily would be
replaced byFarhad or Kanchan, the
first-choice striking duo for the
SAAE Championship runners-up,

“We were a bit nervous and
defensive against Uzbekistan but we
want to attack tomorrow, " he said.

First-choice goalkeeper
Aminul, whowas replaced after ten

minutes in Tashkent for a tooth
injury, is fit but the coach is not
satisfied with his confidence level.
He has misjudged the flight for a
few occasions in the last four
months and Biplab has a chance to
bethe other replacement.
Cruciani, however, will prefer
two defensive midfielders like the
Uzbek game although he had used
only skipper Joy in this position
immediatelyaftertaking charge.
Tsang-Wai Chung, one of the
two Hong Kong coaches, told at a
press briefing that the weather was
a bithot forhis boys but thatwould
notbe abigproblem. i
“I was thereé when Bangladesh.
drew with Hong Kang four years
ago, That is all 1 know about
Bangladesh's football. T think It
would be a fighting game and we
are here to win. We have discussed
and evaluated ourloss to Qatarand
1 think we don't have any other
option but to win. There are only
fivematchestogo,” said Chung.
"Il Mbassa, a Cameroonian
midfielder who has become a
SEE PAGE 13 COL 5

First Test from today
India not taking weakened England lightly

YN} Cricket

AFP; Nagpur

England’ coach Duncan Fleicher
said he was expecting his injury-hit
sideto show courage in adversityin
the opening Test against India here
onWednesday.

‘The tourists, attempting to win
the first Test series in India in 21
years, suffered a major blow when
they lost vice-captain Marcus
Trecothick for personal reasons,
and skipper Michael Vaughan and
paceman Simon Jones to knee
injuries.

The key trio were forced to
return home, leaving their team in
disarray on what Fletcher
described asa “tough® tour.

"ltisnot anideal preparation for
the first Test ofa series, butit givesa

few good opportunities to others,”
Fletcher told reporters Tuesday,

"It is going to be a very difficult
tour forus. Itis a challenge for each
individual but the boys are keen to
do wellin India. The morale is high
and you never know what things
cando1o players.

"We had notbeaten Australia (in
an Ashes series) for along time, but
we managed to do that (at home
last year). We believe we can do it
herealso.”

England last won the Testseries
in India in 1984-85 when David
Gower'steam triumphed 2- 1.

Ashes hero Andrew Flintoff has
been named captain of a depleted
England side, but Fletcher said he
was hopeful the all-rounder would
dothejobwell.

“Itisnot an easyjob for Flintoffas
heisanall-rounder,” said Fletcher.

“The important thing is he is

veryverykeen to do the job and we
beligve he has the ability tolead the
side efficiently.”

Hlintoffwill be leading the team
forthefirsttime inTests.

Batsmen Alastair Cook and
Owais Shah, and fast bowler James
Anderson have joined the squad as
replacements,

India captain Rahul Dravid said
his team could not afford to take
England lightly because the tour-
ists had quality players in Flintoff,
fast bowler Steve Harmison and
batsman Kevin Pietersen.

“What happened (o their key
players is unfortunate,” said
Dravid.

"Having played with them
(Elintofl, Harmison and Pietersen)
and seen the kind of character they
are, [have no doubt England will be
astrongand competitive side.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 5

PHOTO. AFP
India captain Rahul Dravid (L} and coach Greg Chappell relax during a practice session at the VCA Cm:ket Ground in
Nagpuron Tuesday.



