Another Ctg
worker dies
Death toll in Cig
garment fire rises
1o 55

UNB, Ctg

Another worker injured in
Thursday's fire at the KTS Textiles
and Garments Industry died yes-
':‘?ori?:? 1? Cltlalllit.agnng Medical
ogpital (CMCH), pushing
medﬁﬂu:ﬁtﬁs i
~ The dead was identified as 19-
year-old Monowara Begum, who
was undergoing treatment at the
 CMCHwithsevere burns,

\Six of the seriously injured
female workers were flown to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Blocked road
leads to severe
snarl-up

STARR CORRESPONDENT

City's nagging traffic gridlock
changed for the worse over the last
two days as vehicular movement
was suspended temporarily on
Mohakhali-Moghbazar road dueto
the rescue operation of the col-
lapsed buildinginTejgaon.

. Yesterday's daylong traffic
gnarl-up stretching from' the
Airport Road to Farmgate, includ-
ing the road in front of the prime
minister’s office (PMO), came as a
testament to Dhaka's vulnerability
incoping with any emergency rush
o[road transports.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

No ‘engineered
election', says
Hasina

=HASAN JAHID TUSHER, back from
Dinafpur

Leader of the Opposition Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said the 14-party
opposition combine and the peo-
ple will not allow any 'engineered
election’ in the country and so, the
+ alliance government must reform
the' caretaker government system
and the Election Commission (EC)

beforethenextelectionsare held.
She was addressing a press
briefing at Bogra Parjatan Motel on
her way to Dhaka from Dinajpur
where she addressed a grand rally
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

One more dead bodyand two living
workers were pulled out yesterday
from the debris of the multi-storey
building at Tejgaon that collapsed
on Saturday as rescuers removed
around one-fifth rubble 36 hours
into theincident.

The rescuers found the body of
Nabiullah' around 6:00am yester-
daywhile clearing the rubble at the
west corner of the collapsed struc-
ture. Details about the victim could
notbeknown.

Meanwhile, one Abdul Barek, a
mason rescued on Saturday, suc-
cumbed to hisinjuries athis Badda
residence yesterday, raising the
death toll to 18 until yesterday
evening.

TEJIGAON BUILDING COLLAPSE

Another body dragged .
out, search on

Rescuers led by the army
removed parts of debris from all
sides of the building's top floor
until last evening. They dug three
holes through the concrete slabs of
the next three floors but did not
find anyone alive or dead in and
around the holes.

"We shouted through the holes
and searched with searchlights to
see if anyone was alive, but no one
responded to our calll or was
found,” Major Zahir Uddin
Mohammad Babar, director (oper-
ation and maintenance) of Fire
Service and Civil Defence, told The
DailyStar.

The rescuers are using excava-
tors only after being sure that no
victim is around, he said, adding
they are also pumping fresh airinto

the rubble so that survivors, if any, :
do not die of suffocation or lack of

oxygen.

umwthedatlystar net

? . Waking up

: out. As he instinctively gropes
. around, he finds the roof hanging

Leader of the rescue operation
Brigadier General Nizam Ahmed @

told The Daily Star, " Possibly there

are very few people inside the ;

rubble as we did not find anybody
- rounding space is empty, too.” He

searching throughthe holes.”

Rapid Action Batalion (Rab) :
used its dog squad to search for :

victims in the debris.

. arrives on the first floor, not much

An army officer preferring :
anonymity said, "We hope that it ;

would take four more days to com-
pletethe rescue operation.”
YESTERDAY'S SURVIVORS
Shakil, a mason, pulled himsell out
of the rubble around 10:00am
while Asaduzzaman Sumon, an

. break in the wall through which he

: last iota of strength and the water
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4 -

in grave

SmmFUL iSMM and
MOLLAH

Sumon wakes up in' a grave-like
: darkness. A construction worker,
! he waswarking on the ground floor
: when the building caved in with a
: boom, throwing him into.a black-

just two feet above, making it
impossible to sit, let alone stand-
ing.

"Thank God," he thinks, "I have
no major injuries and the sur-

crawls and gropes looking for away
out, After some 15 minutes, he

higherthan the ground.
Asifinadream, hesearchesfora

may get out. After several hours of
fumbling and peering around in
the debris, he comes upon a water
bottle, By now he is drained of the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7
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Farmers' fury boils over

They agitate for fertiliser, power

STAR REPORT

Persistent fuel and power crises
fanned furtheragitationamong the
fertiliser-hungry farmers as they
continued bamicading roads and
hemming local government offices
in several districts yesterday in the
peakboro season.

Agitators in Tangail, Khulna,
Satkhira, Rajshahi and
Kishoreganj, among other districts,
staged demonstrations demanding
fertiliser and in protest against
outage,

As many as 10 people were
injured in an attack during fertiliser
distribution in Mollarhatupazilain
Bagerhat. Awami League (AL)
leaders clashed with police while
laying a siege to/the deputy com-
missioner's (DC) office in Satkhira,

In Tangail, hundreds of farmers
along with common people
besieged the Mirzapur Pally Bidyut

Samity office and barricaded
Dhaka-Tangail Highway in the
morning. They marched in a pro-
cession in front of the Pally Bidyut
officearound 10:30am.

Protesting the ongoing crises of
power, fuel, fertiliser, and price
hikes of essentials, speakers at a
rally urged the government to
initiate immediate move to deal
with the gituating.

Participants of the rally blocked
Dhaka-Tangail Highway at
11:30am, disrupting vehicular
movement for half an hour
Hundreds of buses, trucks and
other vehicles were stranded on
both sides of the road until the
barricade waslifted.

A large number of leaders,
activists and supporters of Krishak
League laid a siege to the offices of
Dumuria upazila nirbahi officer
(UNO) and local agriculture in
Khulna, demanding urea at a rea-

sonable price.

The agitators held a rally on the
UNO office premises where they
alleged the government is patron-
ising dealers loyal toit for hoarding
urea and selling itathigher prices.

They further alleged nine of the
15 dealers in connivance with the
UNOs in the district have greated
anartificial crisis offertiliser.

A source in the Department of
Agriculture said they have already
initiated probes into the matter
with the help of intelligence agen-
cies.

Thedistrict needs 44,000 tonnes
of urea annually, but only 16,340
tonnes were so far allocated in the
current fiscal year, said a source in
the DC office.

Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation is vet to
allocate the full quantities of urea
required tomeet the demand ofthe

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8B

Saturday leftatleast 18 pecple dead,

An excavator knocks down a standing part of the collapsed hullding in Tejgaon in the city yesterday to cut the risk of further fatalities, The dlsaster on
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Rajuk in dark about
sloppy buildings

MORSHED ALl KHAN

The government's sloppy monitor-
ing on the booming construction
sector has once again come into
focus with yet another building
collapsein the city on Saturday.

There are 4,376 buildings six to
22 stories in 66 localities of the city
but Rajuk has no idea how many of
these structures were built follow-
ing proper construction rules,
Rajuksources said.

Unable to crosscheck docu-
ments due to theft of over 250 files
from its archive) Rajuk sources said

it would not be possible to verify

the legitimacy of many structures
unless a door to door survey is
done.

According to top officials of the
Public Works Departiment (PWD)
and Rajuk, the entire city is dotted
with buildings which were either
builtwithout any approval of Rajuk
or in total violation of proper con-
struction rules, Officials said over
95 percent of all Rajuk approved
structures in the city have been
builtdeviating from original plans,

PWD officials said'a large sec-
tion of landowners, developers,
engineers and architects are

involved in doing this. Rajuk, the
sole authority to approve building
plans and to monitor construction,
i5 riddled with corruption where
anyone can get anything done
through a gang of highly influential
andwell-linked middiemen.
Forapproval ofa high rise build-
ing, above six stories high, the
developer has to seek clearances
from 16 different service praviders
including, Department of
Environment, Wasa, Desa, DCC,
Caab and Titas gas. According to a
developer who built a' ten-storey
structure recently in Kamal Ataturk
Avenue, the clearances re readily
available through' Rajuk middle-
men for a fee of Tk 1 lakh to 2 lakh,
"We all know these papers are
issued without any inspections or
questions asked by any authorities
butforthe sake ofan approved plan
we have to buy them,” said the
developerrequesting anonymity,
Once the construction work
begins, inmost cases the developer
wilfully makes his own deviations
because he knows the Rajuk con-
struction inspectors would come
just to collect the bribe from him.
"When we start construction we
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

Bill passed to
formulate
building code

Violators to be
imprisoned, fined

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiya Sangsad yesterday
passed a bill empowering the gov-
emment to formulate & national
building code 'to ensure construc-
tion standards with a provision for
punishment in case of non-
compliance with the regulations.
SEEPAGE 2 COL &

Moudud, AL
‘criticise
speaker

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed and
the main opposition Awami
League (AL) yesterday criticised
the speaker in parlinment for
allowing personal clarification on
matters already expunged from the
House proceedings.

“Nobody can'be given the floor
on the grounds of personal

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

PM accuses opposition
of conspiracy to foil

elections

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
accused the opposition of hatch-
ing conspircies against the coun-
try and to boycott the next general
elections.

“Conspiracies are on to destroy
democracy and development, but
their ill atternpts won't be suc-
cessful. Those who are afraid of
elections want to boycott and
obstruct it," she alleged while
addressing a rally at Paltan
Maidan yesterday organised by
BNP's front organisation
JatiyatabadijubaDal.

- The prime minister, however,
did not give any direct answer to
the oppositions' demand for
teforming the system of caretaker

government and the Election
Commission (EC). "You have
come to the parliament, the dis-
cussion on the issue is on and it
will continue," she said.

Khaleda expressed her govern-
ment's firm resolve to roul mili-
tancy and said people knowwho are
the pairons of these militants, She
reiterated that the militants will not
bespared andwillbedealtwith.

Listing her government's
programines for development of
the country’s youths, Khaleda
claimed that BNP has done alotof
work for them. The country's
economy isin good shape, alot of
employment opportunities have
been created, she added.

"Butto keep up the momentum

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Judiciary separation
bill tabled in JS

Provides for parallel magistracy; govt
also places Public Procurement Bill

S1AFF CORRESPONDENT

The government at last placed a
much-awaited bill in the Jatiya
Sangsad (JS) yestorday seeking
separation of the judiciaw from
the executive with a provision for
introducing separate executive
andjudicial magistracy.

Another bill titled 'Public
Procurement Bill, 2006', pursued
for long by The World Bank as a
condition for its Development
Support Creditand aimed at bring-
ing transparency and curbing
corruption in public procurement,
wasalso tabledin the House,

Law; Justice and Parliamentary

.J\ffa.lrs Minister Moudud Ahmed

piloted the bill for separation of
the judiciary styled the Code of
Criminal Procedure (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2006, terming the move
a historic one:

“This is a significant stepin the
process of separating the judiciary
from the executivein line with the
Supreme Court directives,” he
told' the House, replying to an
objection of Awami League law-
maker KM JahangirHossain.

Jahangir qucstioned the
ground and the motiye for intro-
ducing two types of magistracy,
which, he said; goes against the
spiritofthe constitution.

However, the Houserejected the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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Appllcatron form (for girls who passed HSC in 2004)

(Please use ballpoint pen. Place a tick where necessary)
Personal details:

Applicants FullName:[ [ [ T T [ T [T T I TTT [Se] P P R L]
(Block Letters)
Current Address:
O Married ) Unmarried Telephone :
Academic Qualifications:
Name of Year of Division/
Examination Passing Board School/College Total Marks GPA
SSC
HSC

abasnasssssaennae

Currently studying :

Family Background:

(J Medicine ([ Engineering [ Sclence [ Arts/Social Science [J Commerce

Name and address of current academic institute:

D T T T T P T S T T T PP T ST T T

{J Higher Agro-science

Name of Father/Husband/Guardian

Occupation &
Designation

Business Address

Contact No, .

® Two recent

Notes:

Number of family members: .....ccivmiesrsmnsnn s

Total family income (monthly): .....coeeeieeeineecrenees

passport size photographs

BEasRaiia

Please send your application form to:

Fair and Louely Foundatlon. G.P.O. Box No: 3806, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Number of dependent family members: ..

Describe your personal aspirations (Maximum 500 words, Bengall/English):
® Your personal strengths as an individual ® Your goals and ambitions
® Where do you see yourself 5 years from now

You also need to attach these documents:

® Copies of all certificates (attested by 1st class gazetted officer)

e Admission letter from current academic institute/university

@ Salary Ceriificate of head of the family (attested by Employer/Commissioner/Chairman)

Incomplete forms will not' be accepted. All applications must reach the given address by 26 Mar 2006. DBC!sIuna
of the panelists/judges will be considered final. Fair & Lovely Foundation will not be responsible for applications
reaching after the mentioned date. Any form of solicitation will be considered a disqualification.
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