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Of football and cheating

REUTERS, Madrid

There was plenty of mudslinging
going on at Stamford Bridge this
week and it was not just because of
the arrociousstateof the pitch.

| Before and after the Champions
Léegua match between Barcelona
and Chelsea, the two sides were
busy exchanging kécusations
ubmnallegeddinymcks

ra suggested Chelsea
had dy!ibematy allowed the sur-
face to deteriorate in arder to hin-
dertheirtrademark passing game.

. Chelsea coach Jose Mourinho
sutid Arganﬁne teenager Lionel
Meessi had a theatrical roll to
engineerthe sending off of Chelsea
leftback Asierdel Horno.

« Neatly oking the fact that
the dafen id also been writh-
igony in an attempt

'g. Mourinho said
iss Del Horno
*purity of the

Eamﬁ-p 4
lthqksytonilagainstdeclinmg
standard ortsmanship in
football and hark back to the "good
old days® when it was a hard but
hénourablegame.

{ Neatly choreographed dives,
ggerated sulfering, pressurising
officials and a host of other

underhand tacties happen at
almost everytop-level match.

But this sort of behaviour is
merely the present manifestation
ol the sort of gamesmanship that
hasalwaysgone on.

The history of football is littered
with stories of players trying to get
one aver their opponents by fair
means or foul.

The only difference is that some
of the more brutal techniques that
were once used against skilful
players in the 1950s and 60s have

been eliminated from the game
and replaced by some adroit play-
acting.

A quick glance at some of the
most controversial incidents shows
it has always been difficult to draw
a clear line berween what is legiti-
mate playing for advantage and
what is downright cheating. No
self-respecting Scot would claim
that Joe Jordan should have admit-
ted that it was he and not a Welsh
defender who handled the ball
when his side were awarded a

mad if he had run up to the referee
to admit that Pedro Mendes's shot
had crossed the line by more thana
metre during his side's league
match against Spurs lastyear.

Diving and play-acting are
fraught with problems too, not
least for the referee,

It may be true that the number
of rolls done by a player after he
suffers a foul is inversely propor-
tional to the damage done, but it is
still no easy task for an official to
muke a decision on the severity ofa

PHOTO: AP

A recent photo shows Barcelona's Lionel Messi and Chelsea's Asier Del
Homo are involved in the latest "play-acting' incident during a Champions

Leagueclash.

penalty that secured them qualifi-
cation for the 1978 Warld Cup.
Argentine supporters see
Maradona's "hand of god” goal
against England in the 1986 World
Cup as evidence of the player's
genius bur for English fans it is
proofthathe was acheat.
Manchester United keeper Roy
Carroll would have been thought

challenge.

Strikers have become expert at
trailing a foot behind them when-
ever they get close (o a goalkeeper
or throwing themselves at defend-
erswhen theygetintothe boxandit
often takes several television
replays to determine whether or
notafoul hasbeencommitted.

And what for one set of fans or

match commentators is a deliber-
ateattempt to mislead the refereeis
for others an example of skill and
street-wiseintelligence.

There are, of course, some clear-
cut cases such as the time when
Chile goalkeeper Raberto Rojas
smeared a blood-capsule over his
face in order to try to get a World
Cup qualifier against Brazil aban-
doned in 1989,

Short of using a lie detector,
however, the referee's job is often
madealmostimpossible,

Football is not the only offender,
either. Misleading match officials is
an accepted tactic in most big
Sports,

Cricketers refuse to walk when
they know they are out and claim
catches that never hit the bat,
tennis players call serves out that
they knoware in.

Front row rugby forwards drop
the scrum near the posts in the
hope of winning their side a pen-
alty and even in that supposedly
most honourable sport of all, golf,
players have been known to give
themselves a favourable drop or
change their scorecards.

Itis, ofcourse, refreshing rosee a
player turn down the chance to
mislead an official or claim an
unfair advantage.

Robbie Fowler was rightly
praised when he tried to convince
the referee that he had not been
fouled in the area by Arsenal keeper
David Seaman in 1996-97 as was
Paolo Di Canio when he refused to
take a shot on goal because an
opponentwasinjured.

But these are the honourable
exceptions. In reality the more
underhand tactics and dirty tricks
have always been part of the beau-
tiful game.

Bush's cricket
diplomacy!

AFP, Washington

US$ President George W Bush said this
week "I'm a ericket match person” -
and he'll have a chance to show it at a
cricketevent during his briefupcoming
wriptoPakistan.

« Details were hard to come by, but
White House aides said Friday that
Bysh was expectéd to mingle with
aricket plnying children and meet of
the sport’s pmﬁsslnml plivers during

hw:tywm
3 ar . whetut e Us

IEYnnr a wld haseball fir, would
balnrh-uwl.

* "Itis planned as an opportunity for
hitn to watch and leam alittle bitabout
it. But, you kriow; who knows what he'll
da2” said Bushnational securityadviser
Stephen Hadley. "I have not asked
him."

! The president himself left no doubt
that he'd mther play cricket than see i
Bollywood maovie, telling reporters on
Wednesday that given the choice: "I'm
acricketmatch person.”

Shaharyar backs
Inzy's captaincy

CRICINFO, undared

With eriticism at home gradually
increasing, Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB] president Shaharyar Khan has
publicly defended Pakistan captain
Inzamamul Hag, insisting he is still
the right manfor the job.

Following the 4-1 thumping
Pakistan received at India's hands
regently, Inzamam's captaincy and
position in the team has come under
serutiny from local media as well as
ex-players,

| Some haye called for Inzamam's
removil as captain, to be replaced by
Younis Khan, while athers maintain
his poor fitness and fielding is reason
enough to drop him from the team
altogether.

' In an interview to PTI, however,
Shaharyar backed Inzamam till the

Shattering defeat for Eng

KPS0 Cricket

AFP, Vadodara

Promising fast bowler Munaf Patel
grabbed five wickets in each innings
s England crashed Saturday o an
embarrassing eight-wicker defeat
ahead ofthe first Testagainst India,

The tourists were skittled out for
158 in their second innings by the
Indian, Board President's X1, who,
seored the 55 runs needed fnrva:mr',r
for the loss of two wickets in the last
hourofthethree-daymatchhere.

England's unexpected loss came
just four days before the first of three
back-to-back Tests against India
beginsin NagpuronWednesday.

Patel, a 24-year-old right-arm
pacemanwhowas overlooked for the
Nagpur Test, reminded the selectors
of his growing potential with figures
0f5-59 and 5-32inthe match.

Having scalped opener Andrew
Strauss on Friday evening, Patel
dismissed danger man Andrew
Flintoff for two and polished off the
last three wickets without conceding

Arur.

England, afilicted by injuries to
key players including captain
Michael Vaughan, made just 238 and
158 on the easy-paced wicket against
India'ssecond-string bowlers.

England, who resumed at their
overnighe total of 10-1, lost Marcus
Trescothick before lunch for 32 when
he was elean bowled by seam bowler
Shib Paul.

Four wickets fell in the afternoon
session as lmg\!and s lpped from {52
o 12956

MNightwarchman Mathew
Hoggard held his ground for almost
three hours (o make a defiant 42
before he was caught superbly by
Suresh Raina on the mid-wicket
fenceoff Romesh Powar,

[t was Patel's dismissal of Fiintoff,
caught behind by wicket-keeper
Dinesh Karthik for two, that openetd
upthelowerorder.

England, meanwhile, have called
up batsman Alastair Cook and fast
howler: J[ames Anderson to bolster
theirinjury-hitsquad.

The duo were pulled out of
England A's match against the West

Indies in Antigua and will reach
Indiaintime for the Nagpur Test.

Cook and Anderson will stand by
for the injured players, but team
spokesman Anderew Walpole said
no player was being sent back
home.

Vaughan is battling a recurrence
ofaknee injury, Kevin Pietersen and
Paul Collingwood have back prob-
lems, fast bowler Simon Jones is
recovering from a stomach bug and
seamer Liam Plunkett has a bruised

¢ leftheel.

BRIEFSCORES

ENGLAND: First innings 238
(Pietersen 47, G Jones 46, Plunkert
37, Blackwell 33, Strauss 23; Patel 5-
59, Paul 2-26)

PRESIDENT'S XI: First innings 342
(Gambhir 108, Raina 62, Jaffar 48,
Rao 25, Powar 23; Harmison 3-72,
Flintofi3-74)

ENGLAND: Second innings 158
(Hoggard 42, Trescothick 32, Bell 29;
Patel5-32, Powar2-51)
PRESIDENT'S XI: Second innings
58for2 (Gambhir 22 norout)
Result: President's XI won by eight
wickets,

Smith happy with

ﬁ] Cricket

AFP, lohannesburg

South African captain Graeme
Smith put a miserable tour of
Australia behind him when he
hammered an unbeaten 89 and led
his team to a two-run win in a 20-
over international at the start of
Australia’s return tour at the
Wanderers Stadium Friday.

“Today will go along way for me
confidence-wise,” said Smith, who

innings against Australia on the
away tour as his team were beaten
2-0 in a Test series and failed to
reach the final of a triangular one-
daytournament.

"I'vebeen working hard all week
on certain things and for it o pay
off in the middle is certainly what
you want,” he said. Smith rode his
luck as well as hitting some stun-
ning shots as South Africa raced to
201 for four. Australia made 199 for
sevenin reply.

The tourists looked doomed at
124 for six but some powerful lower

SA win

Brett Lee (43 notout) enabled them
to get to within three runs of vic-
tory, with 16 runs coming off the
last over bowled by Makhaya Ntini.

Both captains downplayed any
influence Friday's result would
have on a five-maich one-day
series which starts at Centurion
Sunday. .

BRIEF SCORES

SOUTH AFRICA: 201 for 4 (Smith
89, Gibbs 56; Lewis 2-31)
AUSTRALIA: 199 for 7 (Lee 43,
Hogg 41, Katich 39, Clarke 37; Hall
3-22, Peterson 2-29)

Result: South Africa won by 2 runs.

World Cupnextyear. had a highest score of 39 in ten  orderhitting by Brad Hogg (41) and
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Series secured

FROM PAGE 12

Edwards 10 o ()
Butler 10 0 37 0
Smith 7 0 33 1

Hinds 6 0 3 0
Gayle 9 0 70 1

WEST INDIES

Gayle cVettori b Mason 38
Gangab Bond : 1
Morton e Franklin bVettori 58
Ramdinlbw bVettori 28
SarwanecVincentb Bond 65
Chanderpaul lbwbBond 4
Hinds st MeCullum b Patel 4
SmitheAstleb Parel 2
Lewis e MeCullum b Patel 10
BradshawcVincentbMason 37
Butler notout 3
Extras: (Ib-1, w-4) 5
Total: (All out in 49 overs) 255

Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-58, 3-127, 4-
128, 5-141, 6-147, 7-153, B-173, 9-
250

Super-sub; Lewis for Edwards

Bowler 0O M R w
Franklin 6 0 47 0
Bond 10 0 47 3
Mason 10 1 63 2
Vettori 10 2 40 2
Styris 5 b 15 0
Patel 9 0 42 3

Result: New Zealand won by 21
runs and take winning 3-0 lead in
the five-match series.
Man-of-the-match: Nathan Astle.
Toss:New Zealand.

Umpires: Rudi Koertzen and Billy
Bowden.

i

Kahn out of
Italy friendly

AEP, Berlin

Germany goalkeeper Oliver Kahn
has been forced to pull out of
Wednesday's World Cup warmup
friendly against Italy after failing to
overcome a thigh strain, Bayern
Munich spokesman Markus
Horwicksaid on Friday,

Kahn was due (o start the match
ahead of Arsenal goalkeeper [ens
Lehmann but now Germany coach
Jurgen Klinsmann has called up
Stuttgart keeper Timo Hildebrand
to his squad to act as Lehmann's
understudy for the match in
Florence on March 1.

"It's a shame that Oliver had to
announce thathis injury was worse
than originally thought,” said
Klinsmann, who added the player, if
fit, would be the numberone keeper
for the following match against the
USAin DortmundonMarch 22,

Al- Ahly lift
African
Super Cup

AFP, cairo

Goalkeeper Essam al-Hadary was
once again the hero of Egypt as Al-
Ahly lifted the African Super Cup
with a penalty shootout triumph
over FAR Rabat Friday.

Neither club scored in 120
minutes of regulation and extra
time before Ahly converted four
consecutive kicks while Al-Hadary
saved two Moroccan kicks ata well-
populated Cairo Stadium.

Super Cup matches bring
together the winners of the leading
African club competitions and
home advantage gives the
Champions League holders a
distinct advantage which has
produced eight consecutive wins
forthehosts.

Faisal steals

FROM PAGE 12 {
Hossain sent the hosts fora leather
hunt at the Khulna Stadium as
Chittagong amassed 378-8 in their
first innings in 90 overs. Resuming
on 0-0in reply to Khulna's 292, the
visitors lost wickets at regular
interval before Faisal came (o the |
wicket and chunged the Scefm. |
The left-hander, who eracked 24
fours and one six in 234 balls,
added 135 runs with Waseluddin
(43) for the fifth wicker during his

267-minute stay. The out-of-favour
Hangladesh international, just 24
runs short of the first double-
century in the ongoing
competition had llias Sunny
batting with him on nought.

SCORES IN BRIEF

BARISAL: First innings 168 and
1814 in 4B overs (Hannan 41,
Shahin 68, Nadif 38 batting,
Marshall 12 butting, Shafaq 1-29,
Alamgir 1-55, Farhad 2-40).
RAISHAHI: First innings 267 all out
in 75.2 overs (Farhad 48, Nayeem
102, Rosel 34, Shamimul 29,
Kamrul 17 n.o., Sajid 1-64, Anis 2-
36, Arafat 2-30, Hannan 3-40,
Monir2-31).

SYLHET: Firstinnings 203 and B2-4
in 39 overs (Rahman 26, Ezaz 25,
Rezaul 23 batting, Mabud 3 batting,
Talha3-7, Ashraful 1-16).

DHAKA: First innings 152 all out in
63 overs (Anwar 15, Kamrul 11,
Munir 16, Shahriar 60, Riyad 17,
Talha 10, extras 12, Ashiqur 3-48,
Hasibul 5-68, Monirul 2-11),
KHULNA: Firstinnings 292,
CHITTAGONG: First innings 378-8
in 92 overs (Masum 28, Salahuddin
59, Ehsanul 15, Faisal 176 batting,
Wasel 43, Dhiman 19, Sabbir 22,
Ilias 0 batting, Ziaur2-51, Manjurul
2-41, Sadik 1-61, Jamaluddin 2-68,
Sadar 1-65).

Something

FROM PAGE 12

Aftab cJayawardeneébPrasad 0
AshrafulcBandarabDilshan 64
Basharc Jayawardeneb

Jayasuriya 31
Kapalilbwb Dilshan 5
Rafique cTharangab
Lokuarachchi 22
Manzarullbwb Lokuarachchi 23
Mashud notout 19
Mortuzacsub (Mubarak)

b HBandara 19
Raselnotout 2
Extras: (b-4,1b-2, w-3) 9

Taotal: (Forninewktsin50oversj231
Fall of wkis: 1-29, 2-29, 3-44, 4-130,
5-144, 6-146,7-185,8-195,9-219
Super-sub:Manjarulfor Baisya

Bowler O M R W
Perera T Lra28 I
Maharoof TR 23
Prasad [y g (1) S5
fayasuriya AR TR
Bandara 10 0 52 1
Lokuarachchi B 0 528 8
Dilshan 5 L At
Result: Sri Lanka won by 78 runs
andclinchseries2-1.
Man-of-the-match: Kumar
Sangakkara.
Man-of-the-series: Kumar
Sangakkara.

Toss: Bangladesh.

Umpires: AFM Akhtaruddin and K

Hariharan (India)

IS ¥ Football

INTERNET, undated

Christian Vieri has given his first
interview in two years and dis-
cussed his World Cup hopes, his
new life in Monaco and his war
withthe Press.

"My problem has been the vast
difference between what I let peo-
ple know about me and what the
newspapers like to say. When [ was
20 years old I would go out elub-
bing every night, but at 32 | act
differently," he told the Gazzetta
dello Sport. "There's even talk1'm a
cocaine addicr, but that's complete
rubbish, like 80 per cent of the
thingssaidabourme.”

Vieri has always had a tough
rapport with the Iralian Press,
which came to a head at Euro 2004
when he said he was "more of a
man” than all the journalists put
together.

"Regretis a hard word to say, but
I wouldn't repeat that phrase, It
was amistake, above all to general-
ise and dragin people who weren't
involved."

“This was one of the reasons why
he opted to leave [taly and head for
Monaco in fanuary, where he has
been scoring regularly under
CoachFrancesco Guidolin.

"Monacowantedme and I don't
consider themto be a taxito get me
to the World Cup,” he assured. "My
formisgrowingdaybydayand [am
grateful to this club and Guidalin. [
return to Milan once a week, but
the atmosphere here is so relaxed. |
think1 could playuntil2010."

Vieri left Milan after just six
months because the lack of first
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team football risked ruling him out
of the World Cup squad. It'll be his
last chance to play in this tourn:a-
ment, one that has bitter memories
for him from that close-range miss
againstSouth Korea in 2002.

"At times [ still think about that
miss," he confessed. "Had I scored,
we would've gone all the way, as

hat was an incredibly strong
squad. Representing your country
at the World Cup is the ultimate for

CHRISTIAN VIERI

a player, as the adrenaline bursts
outof your ears! [ would like to feel
that sensation one more time.
Coach Marcello Lippi didn't
directly push me towards Monaco,
but in the summer he did say he
wanted to seeme play this season. |
lived like a King at Milan, but leav-
ing now was necessary.”

He loved the city so much that
he moved directly across the San
Siro inashock switch, leaving some
bitter recrimination from his for-
mer Inter teammates,

"When we agreed to rescind the

Vieri breaks his silence

contract | said: 'l won'etalk about
you and you won't talkabout met |
still hear the odd snipein my direc-
tion, but don't pay attention, I just
wish to point out two things. Firstly,
[ agreed to leave by giving up on
2.4-million-pounds without a new
club waiting for me, as before
Milan 1 had only received an offer
from Greece. Second, [ don't think
my partnership with Adriano was
so very absurd and lhis&e&ﬁophﬂ!
proved that." 349

Vieri has twice broken the
record for the most expensive ever
signing, but has won precious little
inhiscareer.

“I've beenunlucky," he noted. "1
lost @ Champions League Final
with Juventus and threw away two
Scudetto titles on the last day, one
with Lazio and the infamous May5,
2002 with Inter. That night I feltlike
throwing myself out of a window
and it still eats away at me. AS for
the money, the only time 1 ever
made a move purely for cash was
when Juve sold me to Atletico
Madrid, and both parties were
happy withthatexchange.”

On Sunday, Lippi will unveil his
squad for the friendly against
Germany and many believe Vieri
will be on thaclist.

"Will I go to the World Cup? |
think so, but if I don't, then my
respect for Lippi wouldnot wane.
This is a wonderful side and, if
Francesco. Totti recovers, they'll
have the best assist-man on the
planet with the formidable Luca
Toni and Alberto Gilardino. Mind
you, thislittle old man is getting his
form back and can prove useful.
Brazil is a dream teasm, but only
Italy can beat themand I wantto be
therewhen ithappens.”

ﬁ]&ricket

AEP, Centurion

South Africa's bowling woes contin-
ued Saturday ahead of the opening
clash of a five-match one-day inter-
national series against Australia at
Centurion Sunday.

Key all-rounder Shaun Pollock,
who was the country's leading
bowler after injuries ravaged the side
during a recent series in Australia,
will play Sunday but could miss the
déreat of the series becayse of a right
knee ligament injury which will
requirekeyholesurgery,

Coach Mickey Arthur admitted:
"It's a dilemma, Do we take him out
of the rest of the one-day series to
make sure he is fit for the six Test
matches we have coming up, or do
we keep playing him and hope he
doesn'tbreak down?"

South Africa have three Tests
against Australia, starting on March
16, followed by three more against
New Zealand.

Pollack will play Sunday because
two other front-line bowlers,
Makhaya Ntini and Andre Nel, are
still recovering from injuries,

Ntini, who suffered a knee injury
during the second Test against
Australiain Melboumein December,
returned to the side in a 20-overs
intemational Friday but conceded 44
runs in three overs and looked short
ofcondition.

Nel, who retumed to South Africa
after the Tests in Australia in early
January, was only due to play his first
match of the one-day series in Cape
Townnext Fridaybut camethrougha
net practice well and will be consid-
erecforSuncay.

South Africa drafted Roger

Telemachys, }\Edrg plaved Fridav Intg.

the one-day squad in pliace of Chagl
Langeveldt, who was ruled out by a
brokenleftindexfinger.

Australia are expected to field big-
hitting Andrew Symonds, who did
not play Friday becanse of a thigh
strain, and batsman Michael Hussey,
who only arrived in South Africa
Friday after staying in Australia for
thebirth of hissecond child.

"I'm still relatively new in the
team so | don't want (o miss any
games,” said Hussey. "You can never
feel secureaboutyourplace.”

Hussey said the number one
ranked Australians expected a tough
seriesagainstopponents whoarestill

First SA-Aus ODI today

ranked second despite failing to
reachthe final ofa triangularseriesin
Australio. "We saw in Australia thae
South Africa are a very diseiplined,
committed team,” said Hussey,

Australian captain Ricky Ponting
was confident his team could
bounceback afteratwo-rundefeatin
the 20-overs match. "We'll be able to
jput a stronger team on the ground
and we can hopefully get back to
playing the way we have been over
the past few weeks. If we do, we'll be
very hard to beat," said Ponting.

SQUADS :
SOUTH "AFRTCA (i) S Uaeme
Smith (captain), Hoeta Dippenaar,
Herschelle Gibbs, AB de Villiers,
Ashwell Prince, Mark Houcher, Justin
Kemp, Shaun Pollock, Andrew Hall,
Raobin Peterson, Johan van der Wath,
Andre Nel, Makhaya Ntini, Roger
Telemachus. ¢
AUSTRALIA (from): Ricky Ponting
(captain), Adam Gilchrist, Simon
Katich, Damien Martyn, Michael
Clarke, Michael Hussey, Andrew
Symonds, Shane Watson, Brad Hogg,
Brett Lee, Nathan Bracken, Stuart
Clark, Mitchell Johnson, Mick Lewis.,
Umpires: Brian Jerling and Jeremy
Lloyds.
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