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SA's eyes on
World Cup

PTT, Dierlian

Sauth African skipper Graeme
Smith on Friday said the five-
match one-day cricket series
against Australin wns a good
opportunity (o prepare for the next
vear'sWorld eup,

"With the CricketWorld Cupjust
more thina year away, South Africa
hopes to useé the series against
Australin toiron out flaws and gear
them up for the event,” Smith said
ahedd of their tour opening
Twenty2( match ot lohannesburg.

Smith said the hosts would leave
no stone unturned to bring about a
reversal of theirrecent poor perfor-
maneein Australia.

"Already, reinforcements have
bean called in to assist the team in
their quest to topple the Aussies,”
hesaid,

Jonty Rhodes hos taken charge
of the liglding drills, while pace-
man Allan Danald kept a watchful
eyeoverthebowlers.

Meanwhile, both teams are
dealing with infuries ahead of the
Pro 20, a 20-overs-a-side maich,
slated Iﬂerhd{ly From the home
sfele, Justin Kemp has been ruled
out, while Shaum Pollock will play
onlyas abatsman.

In the Austealian camp, Andrew

Symonds suffered a thigh strain
and will miss the opening match of
the tour,
. Heplying o a question on the
possibility of the home crowd
turning hostile against the Aussies,
Smith said it was a part and parcel
of every tour but maintained that
hewould notlike to see that kind of
reception given to the visiting
Australians.

There are fears that spectators
might hurl abuses ar the visitors in
retaliation for the racial taunts that
the Proteas encountered on their
recent trip to Anstralia,

DuBaAl OPEN
Maursemo,
Hingis exit

AP, Dubui

Top-seeded Amelie Maursemo's
run of thl’t‘.ﬂ consecutive tourna-
ment wins encled, while Maria
Sharapova defeated Martina
Hirgis in sraight sets Friday to
reach the semifinals of the Dubai
Open.

Mauresmo lost 7-6, 64 to
svetlana Kuznetsova of Russia in o
mateh postponed o day by heavy
riin, Sharapova, who lost to Hingis
i the semifinals in Tokyo earlier
this manth, won6-3, 6-4.

Justine  Henin-Hardenne beat
Frangesea Schiavone of Lraly 64, 7-
6, while second-seeded Lindsay
Davenport needed three sets to
beat Maria Kirilenko 4-6, 6-2, 6-3in
theother quarterfinal

Sharapova will play Davenport
i the semmifinals [ater Friday, while
Henin-Hardenne faces
Kuznetsova,

Mattresmo, ranked No. 2 in the
world, won the Australian Open
and toumaments in France and
Belgium. A win in Dubai would
have displaced top-ranked Kim
Clijsters, but Mauresmo never
looked in control against
Kuznetsovi.

ULAB Cup
cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Independent University (1)
defeated State University (SU) by
eight wickes in the fourth match of
the ULAB Fair Play Cup cricket
towrnament at the ULAB ground
yesterday,

SCORES IN BRIEF

SU: B5/10 in 17,2 overs (Reazur 34;
Farabi32/4, Paragh/3).

IU: 88/2 in 16.3 overs (Farhan 27,
Asif23%;Shahriar 18/1).

Cruciani

FROM PAGE 12

"Goalkeeper Aminul was responsi-
ble far the first goal, which came
inside ren minutes and had we
survived that early pressure, things
could have been le.-fs painful. The
qecond one was from a fluke pen-
alty and the last goal was scored by
Maksim Shatskikh, the Dynamo
Kiev player who dribbled past five
players o findthenet," told Kanan,

"Cruciani was more disap-
pointed because he claimed that
no side coached by him had ever
conceded five goals. The players
were g bit nervous and looked
under pressure on a cold night
before a30,000-strong crowd.

*I think the Uzbeks were too
good for us, They were fast, used
long ball as the tall plavers ook the
aclvaniage and when needed, built
up attacks with quick short
passes,” said Kanan adding that
Aminul, who was replaced after ten
minutes due to an injury, is fit to
Start against Hong Kong.

Cruciani, suspended for the
Hong Kongmatch aswell, will retain
the same 18 booters for the next
gumne. His fate, however, will be
ceciedled at the AFC disciplinary
1l:n::.rnmmet':mlzl:tlI‘J.p,ll:unFehrlnr;r"tl.

PHOTO: AFP
AS Roma forward Vincanzo Montella (L) is under pressure from Club Brugge defender Birger Maertens during their
UEFA Cup clash atthe Olympic Stadium in Rome on Thursday.

Marseille, Roma move on

QIUEFA CUP

REUTERS, London

Beaten 2004 finalists Olympique
Marseille overcame a shocking
blunder by France goalkeeper
Fabien Barthez to defeat Holton
Winderers 2-1 on Thursday anc
book a place in the last 16 of the
UEFA Cup.,

Favourites AS Roma ousted
Club Bruges while 2004
Champions League f[inalists
Monaco were eliminated 2-1 on
aggregite by Swiss side Basel,

Marseille needed Franck Ribery
and a Tal Ben Haim own goal to
turn around their tie after Barthez
had handed Bolton the lead in the
tieaftera goalless firstleg.

Barthez, sent off in Marseille's
2004 final defeat by Valencia, inex-
plicably dropped Jay-Jay Okocha's
cross under no pressure to allow
Greece winger Stelios
Giannakopoulos to fire the Premier
League side ahead midway
through the first half.

"I could hardly expect ‘a'worse
start to the mateh,” Barthez told
TEpOITers.

“Hut after my blunder the guys
told me that I shouldn'tworry. They
did everything it ook to win this
matchand to stop me feeling bad."

Midfielder Ribery headed home
Samir Nusri's cross in first-half

injury time to haul Marseille level
and Israeli defender Ben Haim
touched Habib Beye's cross into his
own net to book Marseille a meet-
ing with ZenitSt Petersburg.

The Russian side knocked out
Norway's Rosenborg Trondheim 4-
1 onaggregate,

Roma hardly missed the pres-
ence of injured playmaker
Francesco Torti, goals from
Brazilian Mancini and Cesare Bovo
enough to beat Bruges 2-1 at the
Olympic Stadium for a 4-2 aggre-
gitevictory.

Serie A's in-form side, who
could set a league record of 11
successive wins by beating Lazio
this weekend, can now look for-
ward to a last-16 tie with
Micdlesbrough.

The English side, 2-1 up from
the first leg against VIB Stutrgart,
conceded an early goal at the
Riverside to Christan Tiffert but
heldoutto progress on away goals.

Swede Daniel Majstorovic's
second-hall goal accounted for
Monaco and earned Basel o tie with
Racing Strasbourg. lraly striker
Christian Vieri had cancelled out
Rasel's adyantage fromythe Grseleg
withipenalty.

Rapid Bucharest brushed aside
goal-shy Hertha Berlin 2-0 1o seal a
3-0 aggregace success and a last-16
clash with Hambueg SV

Strikers Dani¢l Niculae and
Mugurel Buga netted for Rapid,
who began in the first qualifying
touned back in mid-july and have

scored 28 goalsto date. Niculae and
Buga have hit 13ofthem.

Hamburg skipper Daniel van
Buyten notched a first-half double
in a 2-0 win over Swiss side Thun,
avertuminga 1-0 first-leg defeat,

Van Buyten converted Piotr
Trochowski's cross inside two
minutes and the combination
worked again in the 33rd minute,
with Belgian defender Van Buyten
heading inaTrochowski corner.

Hamburg had David [arolim
sent off in the #2nd minute for
hanelball.

Midfielder Emil Angelay, called
into Bulgaria's squad for the firse
time this week, scored twice as
Levski Sofia cruised past Slovak
champions Artmedia Bratisiava 2-
0 (3-Donaggregate],

The Bulgarians have yet to
concede at home in the UEFA Cup
thisseason.

A goal early in extra-time from
Real Betis defender Melli broke AZ
Alkmaar's hearts.

AZ, semifinalists last seasan,
had cancelled out their 2.0 first-leg
defeat in Seville through Shata

. frveladzeand Kew Jafiens butMetli

settled the tie from elose range.

Beris's city rivals Sevilla cruised
through 3-0 on aggregate thanks o
a 2-0 win over Lokomativ Moscow,
extending their unbeaten home
recordin Europe to 25 games.

Also into the last 16 are Schalke
(4, Udinese, Palermo, Lille and
Steaun Bucharest.

PRIMERA LIGA

Barca eye Zaragoza revenge

E/% ¥ Football

AFP, Mudrid

After Barcelona's impressive 2-1
winaver Chelsea in the Champions
League on Wednesday the Spanish
league leaders will be looking for
another fighting performance at
Real Zaragoza on Saturday,

Zaragoza have knocked
Barcelona out of the Spanish Cup
for the last two years, and like with
the English Premiership leaders,
there 5 a similar sense of revenge
brewing with the Catalan club.

“They are o similar side to
Chelsea, they play well on the
counter-attack,” analysed Barca's
Edmilson on Thursday.

‘Welost there 4-2 in January but
this time we will be playing closer
artention to Diego Millto and
Ewerthon (who scored two goals
apiece in the defeat),” added the
Brazilian midfielder.

However Barcelona may have to
visit Zaragoza’s Imposing La
Romareda stadium, where Real
Madrid also sensationally crashed

6-1in the Spanish Cup three weeks
ago, without Ronaldinho.

The World Player of the Year
suffered a slight sprain to his Jeft
ankle apgainst Chelsea and Barca
medical staff said that Ronaldinho
would have a fitness test on Friday
to see whether he travels to
Zatagozil,

By contrast, Zaragoza welcome
back midfielder Albert Celades
after suspension to face his former
club where he started his profes-
sional career and spent seven
Seas0ns.

Barcelona have a six-point lead
aver second-placed Valencia who
play host to Getafe onSunday.

The 2004 champions might
have to face their visitors from
Madrid's southern suburbs with-
outtwokey players.

Goalkeeper Santiago Canizares,
who has kept a clean sheet in eight
outofhislast 12 games, didn't train
on Thursday, while top scorer
David Villa ended the session eatly
with museular twinges in his right
leg.

I:ll:m:ll Madrid are one place and
one point behind Valencia in third

and will be looking to recover from
their shock 1-0 defeat by Arsenal
witha good outing at Real Mallorea
onSurneay.

IfRonaldoisn'thitforthe shorttrip
across the Mediterranean then club
captain Haul Gonzalez could step
into the breech, despite himn only just
returning to full fittess after three
monthsoutwithakneeinjury.

Anather injury worry for Real
coach Juan Ramon Lopez Cara is
Jose Maria 'Guti’ Gutierrez, who
also had problems with his left
thigh in the wake of the Arsenal
engounter,

FIXTURES

(1600 GMT kick-off unless stated)
Saturday

Affatico Madnd v Malaga (1800), Real
Zaragoza v Barcelona (2100)

Sunday

Athletic Bilbao v Villarreal, Real Betis v
Real Socledad, Celta Vigo v Cadiz,
Espanyal v Sevilla, Valencia v Gelafe,
Alaves v Racing Santander (1800}, Real
Mallorea v Real Madrid (1800)

Osasunav Departivo La Caruna (2600)

NZ want to win it now

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Chrisichurch

New Zenland will continue their
search for a solid top-order batting
combination here Saturday as they
attempt to clinch the one-day
series against the beleaguered West
Indieswitha third straight win.

New Zealand won the first two
matchesinthe five-game series but
come close to imploding in the
second on Wednesday. They
slumped to 13-4 while chasing the
madest target of 200, and it was left
to Peter Fulton, Brendon
MeCullum and Daniel Vettoriin the
middieorderto save the day.

Opening batsman Jamie How,
who made 66 in the first march and
a duck in the second, is being left
out on Saturday as New Zealind
selectars attempt to expand their
squid of mateh hardened players
ahead of nextyear'sWorld Cup.

But skipper Stephen Fleming
denied Friday a suggestion by West

Indies vice-captain Ramnaresh
Sarwan that New Zealand's
approach o rotation revealed an
“over-confident” team.

"We won't compromise the
game, Certainly from my point of
view we can't afford to, we're not
thatgood,” Fleming said.

Although the top batsmen
performed wellin the figst matehin
Christchurch last weekend, New
Zealand's top order has olten
looked fragile in recent years.

'l think it's been good for the
first two games with everybody
contributing, but it's back to the
top five or Six getting the majority
of the runs and giving the giys
down below the freedom to ice the
cake instead of having to win the
match,” Fleming said,

"And we've got work to do at the
top. They've got o good opening
attackwith reasonable bowlers and
ifwe don'tbat well, they will expose
us again, 5o it's up to the batters to
gerruns.”

Sarwan acknowledged it was
time for the West Indies' experi-

enced top order to perform after a
poarstart to the tour.

"We have stressed how impor-
tunt partnerships are and I don't
think one individual player could
doir," Sarwan said.

"Hut it's more or less the senior play-
ers. Thefirst five in the batting lineup
-- they have to take the responsibility
to ger & big score and ifone ofus can
get a big score, we should be able 1o
postadecentiotal,”

TEAMS

NEW ZEALAND (from): Stephen
Fleming (captain), Lou Vincent,
Nathan Astle, Scott Styris, Peter
Fultan, Hamish Marshall, Brendon
MeCullum, Daniel Vettor, lames
Franklin, Shane Bond, Michael
Mason, [eetan Patel.

WEST INDIES (from): Shivnarine
Chanderpaul (captain), Chris
Gayle, Daren Gangn, Ramnaresh
Sarwan, Runako Morton, Wavell
Hinds, Dwayne Smith, Denesh
Ramdin, Dwayne Bravo, lan
Bradshaw, Jerome Taylor, Fidel
Edwards, Rawl Lewis, Deighton
Butler,

Eriksson fears
Azzurri attack

INTERNET, undared

England boss Sven Goran Eriksson
believes [taly's vast striking options
will make them a real threat at the
World Cup Finals.

Although the Azzumi have a
reputation of progressing in tour-
naments thanks to their defensive
capabilities, Eriksson feels Italy
could prosper with a more adven-
turous approach.

“Ttaly are one of the favourites,"
he told inan interview for an Italian
television programme,

"They have a good team with
some very good strikers, like Luea
Toni who is having o fantastic
season.

"If Italy get it right, and [ think
they will get it right, you never
knowwhatcould happen.”

Eriksson is also adamant that
the Italign national side have the
right manatthe helm in the form of
Marcello Lippi.

“He is a very good Coach,” he
added. "His record says it all. He is
confidentand he shouldbe."

Eriksson is also focused on
Germany '06 and insists the
announcement of his depunure
after the World Cup won't affect
him.

"Now we have a big aim we've
qualified for the World Cup," con-
tinued Eriksson, who will be look-
ing forward o the Rome decby on
Sunday seeing as he bossed both
sides.

"Teouldn't care less about what
happens after the World Cup. The
dream for all of us is w win the
trophy and what happens after
that, no one is really thinking
abour.”

Advantage

FROM PAGE 12
Khan mopped the tail taking 5-51
from 14 overs. Spinners Yasin
Arafat and Raihanudcdin gave good
support by sharing four wickets
evenly is the last six home batters
failed to cross the double-figure.
Visiting openers Masumu-
ddowlahand Gozi Salahuddin filed
10 putonany rn on the scoreboard
intheirtwo overs batting,

SCORES IN BRIEF

BARISAL: First innings 168-3 in
3.4 overs (Imran 22, Faruk 18,
Shahin 23, Nadif 45, Amfar 24,
Shafuc 2-36, Alamgir 3-43, Mushiig
2-42 Kamrul 3-29).

RAISHAHI: First innings 134-3 in
36 overs (BFarhad 46 batting;
Nayeem 77 batting, Sujid 1-31, Anis
2-21).

SYLHET: First innings 203 all out in
69 overs (Rezaul 64, Mawla 25,
Ranp 21, extras 45, Mahbubul 2-36,
Talha 3-53, Ashraful 2-14, Munir 1-
25, Rahal 1-11).

DEHAKA: First innings 30-2 in 16
overs (Anwar 13 bartting, Kamrul
LE, M 0 batting, Ashiqur 1-10,
Hasibul 1-8).

KHULNA: First innings 292 all out
in B9.2 avers (Sadatr 103, Salim 22,
Sahagir 101, Sajjadul 22, Ehsanul 1-
30, Yasin 2-61, Sabbir 5-51; Raihan
2-78). |
CHIFTAGONG: First innings 0-0 in
2overs,

Sourav

FROM PAGE 12
them to the conditions and to make
the bowlers practice under the
strictvigilof Lillee.

Among the bowlers were Simon
Jones and Kabir, a one-day special-
ist. There was also one Sajid, who is
not in the side but currently the
fastest Lngli\h bowler and few
more promising ones, These
English boys had a good ‘stint on
the flat tracks and got the feel of the
balls used in India,

Troy feels thatirrespective of the
wickets in India, three fast bowlers
{Andrew Flintoff, Steve Harmison
and Simon [ones) bowling around
90 mph and in the right areas, the
figlding ream ¢an always be in the
game, Afterall it is the bowlers whe
win matches.

(The article is a colummn hy for-
mer India paceman Javagal
Srinath)

A Gambhir

FROM PAGE 12
and Dinesh Karthick caught in the
slips.

The hosts declared after Vikraom
Hajvir Singh, who put on 29 for the
eighth wicker with Romesh Powir,
was bowled by Elintoff.

England's 16-man touring
squad has been wrecked with
injuries and illness, the main worry
belng captain Michael Vaughan's
oublesome knee.

Vaughan was given a cortisone
injection ta speed up recovery and
make him fit in time for the first
Test.

Star batsman Kevin Pietersen is
suffering from a back strain, fast
bowler Simon Jones and off
spinner Shaun Udal are recovering
from stomach bugs and all-
rounder Paul Collingwood has
been afflicted with a back spasm.
BRIEFSCORES

ENGLAND: First innings 238
(Pietersen 47, G Jones 46, Plunkett
47, Blackwell 33, Strauss 23; Patel 5-
54, Paul 2-26)

PRESIDENT'S XI: First innings 342
(Gambhir 108, Raina 62, Jaffar 48,
Hao 25, Powir 23; Harmison 3-72,
Flintoff3-74)

ENGLAND: Seconcd innings 10 for 1
(Putel 1-4)

o

Messi is my successor,
says Maradona

K% ¥ Football

INTERNET, undared

caused Maradona himself to
exalaim the Barca star is his natu-
ral successor in the national

Diego Maradona believes that
Barcelona superkid Lionel Messi
has all the attributes to inherit his
position as the darling of
Argentinian football,

Scores of promising
Argentinian stars have been
labelled with the tag of 'the new
Maradona', including such
names as Andres D'Alessandro
and Pablo Aimar, but all have
fafled to live up to the manu-
mental legacy of the World Cup
winner.

However, after yet another
outstanding display against
Chelsea in the UEFA Champlons
League, in which he ran Asier Del
Horno ragged until the Spaniard
wis sent off, Messi has now

Dlego hugging ‘the new Maradona"

tean, _ _

The 18-year-old is expected to
be one of the breakthrough stars
of the World Cup with his
bewitching dribbling skills, aud
Maradona believes Messi is a
urigue talentin wo:l:lfumhnll.

"I've seen the player who will
inherit my place in Argentinian
foothall and his naime Is .Mpsai.
said Maradona.

"He is beautiful to wateh -- my
kind of player in our blue and
white jersey.

"He's a leader and Is offering
classes in beautiful foathall.

"He has something differgncto
anyather player in the world."

Messi's international debut
was a disaster as he was sent off
after just three minutes in a
friendly against Hungary, but he
is expected to play a pmmlnant
role for Jose Pekerman in the

PREMIERSHIP

Chelsea seek home comfort

m Football

REUTERS, London

Chelsea ger a chance to put their
Champions League misery behind
them against Portsmouth, while
Liverpoal ean boast their hopes of
finishing second when they host
Manchester City in Premier League
action this weekend,

Chelsea's 2-1 defeat by
Barcelona in the first leg of their
first knockout round tie in the
Champions League has even left
coach Jose Mourinho wondering if
his team should concentrate on
domestic duties for the rest of the
SEASOIL

"It will be very difficult in
Barcelona, Can we go there to
compete because if we can't we
might as well go with o B team and
concentrate on the FA Cup and
Premier League,” he said.

Champions Chelsea will be
determined to stretch their lead
over Manchester United, who face
Wigan Athlerio inSenday's League
Cup final, to 15 points with & win

over Harry Redknapp's relegation
contenders af Stamford Bridge on
Saturday.

Liverpool cin move level on 54
puoints with United if they heat
Stuart Pearce's Manchester City at
Anfield on Sunday and would open
up an eight point gap over fourth-
placed Tottenham Hotspur, who
have already played their fixture
againstWigan.

Arsenal, buoyed by a stunning
1-0 win at Real Madrid, have a
chance to close the gap on their
north London rivals to two points
with victory at Blackburn Rovers as
the battle for the final Champions
League qualifving spotheats up.

"We now need to do something
good against Blackburn, We need
to do the same thing in the
Premiership aswell,” said defender
Kolo 'Toure. "We have the seconed
halfagainst Realand it's going to be
tough. But we just need 1o think of
the nextgame,”

Roverswill provide tough oppo--
sition ar Ewood Park, though, as
Mark Hughes's wam: battle for a
European place niithein own
Blackburn' are a point behind

Arsenal and West Ham Uhll:l!d after
an impressive run of six victaries in
nineleague games. _

With eighth-placed Wigan
preoccupied in Cardiff and West
Ham without a game this weekend,
Bolton Wanderers can climb 1o
sixth with a win overpoortravellers
Fulham atthe Reebokon Suneay,

At the bottom, Birmingham Ciry
will be desperate to rake all three
points from their clash with base-
ment side Sunderland ar St
Andrews. Steve Bruce's team are six
points adrift of West Bromwich
Alblon who are in the safety zone
with agamein hianc.

(1500 GMT kick-off unless stated)
Saturday ]
Birmingham v Sunderland, Blackburn v
Arsanal, Charfton vAston Villa

Chelsea v Portsmouth, Newcastle v
Evartan (1715)

Sunday

Bolton v Fulham (1300}, Liverpogl v Man
City{1215),

Wast Bromy Middlesbroughy o

SERIE A

All eyes on the Olympico

K¢ ¥ Football

REUTERS, Home

AS Roma coach Luciano Spallect
says his players will need a huge
group effort to make up for the
absence of Francesco Tottl and win
the Rome derby against Lazio on
Suncay.

Tatti fractured his ankle when he
went down under a heavy challenge
during last weekend's 1-0 win over
Empuli.

That resule liftee Roma to fourth
on 51 points, 16 behind leaders
luventus, and equalled the record of
10 consecutive Serie A wins, a feat
last achieved by Bologna in the
196364 season.

A win against arch-rivals Lazio
wotlld setanewrecordof | | consec-
utive victories.

The player on’ whom expecta-
tions willweighmost heavily isTotti's
replacement, Vincenzo Montella,
who has only recently come back
fromalonginjury layoff.

His team mates will iry to block

out their captain's absence, a near-
impossible task considering the
blankert coverage the story has been
given by the Italian media.

Reports have covered everything
fram Totti's first request after wak-
ing up from the anaesthetic <pizza-
to the tearful apology of the Empoli
defender who tackled him and the
bedside visits of Italy coach
Mareello Lippi and the counry's
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi.

Roma's veteran midfielder
Damiano Tommasi argued that he
and his teammates would not lack
o tivation.

Totti's absence will favour
Roma's arch-rivals on Sunday,
though Lazio striker Paolo Di Canio
denied he was pleased to be playing
aweakenedside.

Even with Totti in the team,
Roma would need to be in form to
beat Lazio, who are unbeaten at the
Olympic Stadium this season and
still in with a chance ofa UEFA Cup
place after defeating fifth-placed
Fiorentina2-1 intheirlastgame.

Iri the other matches, Juventus
alim o protect their 10-point advan-

tge over second-placed Milan by
heating relegation-threatened
LecceattheStadiodelleAlpi.

Juventus drew 2-2 with Messing
last weekend but should be fir two
strong for Lecce, who have garned
only four points on the road this
SE4501.

Milan continue thelr pursuit ac
Palermuo, though their players will
approach the match warily, espe-
cially after their 30 Italian Gup
defeat by the Sicilians last month.

Irter, two paints behind Milan,
host Udinese and will hope to take
advantage of any slip-up by the top

Wik

(1400 GMT kiek-off unluss stated)
Saturday

Reggina-Livorna (1700), Parma v
Florentina (1830)

Sunday

Ascoli v Messina, Cagliari v Chieve,
Empoll v Treviso, Intar Mifan v Udinese,
Juvantus v Lecce, Laziov Rama (1930),
PaldrmovACG Mitan, Sienav Sampdotia

Bangladesh have a point

FROM PAGE 12
included Tapash (Baisya). You
know Tapash has the experience (o
handle such situations. On the
other hand, we thought that Rana
(Manjarul Islam) would be more
eifective with his spin and batting,”
explained Bashar,

Coach Dav Whatmore was also
optimistic about clinching the

sertes,

"All the ingredients are with us
anc still the momentum is with us.
Everything is there to win tomor-
row, we will try hard and play like
the second match, We will have to
do well in all the three depart-
ments," said Whatmore.

Sr1 Lankan captain Mahela
Jayawardene was also confident

PHOTO; COURTESY
Former Bangladesh cricket captains Gazi Ashraf Lipu (2nd R) and Khaled
Mahmud Sujan (C) unvelled the cover of the book 'Prince of Kolkata', on
former Indian captain Sourav Ganguly, by journalist Ranfan Sen (R) at the
Bangla Academy during the Amar Ekushay Book Fairon Thursday.

1

that his team would come back
from their maiden loss against
Banglacdeshand win the series,

"We didn't rake Bangladesh
lightly in the previous game but
they made a brilliant comeback. It
can happen in crickét anytime. We
are gonfident to win the series by
beating the home side on
Saturday,” said the visitingskipper.

He however painted (o a couple
of areas for theirdefeat.

"Ourbowlers did not to dowell and

the batsmen ook too much pres-
sure in the first 10 overs," said
Jayawardene who on his first
assignment ascaprain.

SQUADS

BANGLADESH (from): Habibul
Bashar (captain), Khaled Mashud
{vice-captain), Javed Omar,
Shahriar Nafees, Mohammad
Ashraful, Aftab Ahmed, Alok Kapali,
Mohammad Rafique, Manjarul
Islam, Mashrafee-Bin-Mortuza,
Tapash Baisya and Syed Rasel.

SRI LANKA (from): Mahlea
Jayawardene (gapiain), Kurmar
Sangakkara, Upul Tharanga.
Sanath Jayasuriva, Jebion Mubarak,
Tillakaratne Dilshan, Chamars
Kapugedera, Farvess Maharoof
Ruwan Fernande, Dammika
Prasad, Dithari Fernéndo, Richim
Perera, Chamard Ganegama,
Malinga Bandam and Ksushal
Lokuarachchi,



