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Al's U-14 soccer

camp ends
SPORTS REPORTER

A threg-week training camp of
under-14 footballers organised by

~ the Youth and Sports central sub-
commtittee of Awami League con-
cluded yesterday at the Abahani
ground in Dhanmondi.

- A total of 93 footballers, picked
from the Sheikh Russel U-14 foot-
ball tournament organised by
Awami League last year, took part
in the camp. Twenty-four football-
vmwa!t!elﬂ:ted from the camp for
further training.

The youngsters later played an
exhibition match against current
and former national footballers,

Awimi League's joint general
secretary ind former sports minis-
ter Obaidul Quader, former
‘Bangladesh Football Federation

* general secretary Harunur Rashid,

~famaous footballers of the past and
- officials were present at the eon-
aludlngceremony

Icht in
Akhtar going
f}u& 16

this month.
o1t Paklman will tour England from
. mid-June to play four Tests and five
_one-day internationals, and Akhtar
ime hedespara!elywamsmplay

- Qaptain Inzamamul Haq and

rﬁnnc& Bab Woolmer -- who have
both criticised Akhtar's commit-
‘ment in the past -- hailed his
‘change in attitude in last year's
Wictorious home series against
. England, when he took 14 wickets.

S The injuries are a fresh blow for
Akhtar, who s already ruled out of
‘next month's tour of Sri Lanka and
who missed the home one-day
series against India due to a stress
fragture ofhisleftankle.

PCH director operations Salim
Altafsaid Akhtar was an "asset” and
everything possible would be done
to gethim fit.

"Shaaib bowled in pain in the
Test matches on generally flat
pitches, which aggravated his
ankleand knee injuries," Altafsaid.

“Initially we thought it was a
cartilage problem but the MRI
scans revealed it's a bit more seri-
ous."

Altaf said it was too early to say
whether the injury was career
Lhrr-:.neniug

S Ilnn!y find out once he sees
.thesurgtnn "headded.

Pakistan suffered badly through
injuries to Akhtar, all-rounder
Shathid Afridi (rib) and Umar Gul
(back) during their 4-1 loss to arch-
rivals India in the one-day series
which finished early thisweek.

Baisya recalled

FROM PAGE 16
SQUAD
Fabibul Bashar (captain), Khaled
. Mashud, Javed Omar, Mohamrmad
Ashraful, Aftab Ahmed, Rajin
Saleh, Alok Kapali, Shahriar Nafees,
Mohammad Rafique, Mashrafee-
Bin-Mortuza, Manjarul [slam,
Nazmul Hossain, Abdur Razzak,
Syed Rasel, Tapash Baisya.

No Sourav
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Kaif has played eight Tests, but
Raina, Sreesanth, Singh and Chawla
havenoTestexperienceatall.

The team for the second Test in
Mohali from March B-12 and the
third in Mumbai from March 18-22
will be named during the Nagpur
Test, More said.

SQUAD

Iahul Dravid (captain), Virender
Sehwag, Wasim Jaffar, Sachin
Tendulkar, Venkatsai Laxman,
Mohammad Kaif, Suresh Raina,
Mahendra Dhoni, Anil Kumble,
Harbhajan Singh, Piyush Chawla,
Irfan Pathan, Sri Sreesanth, Rudra
' Pratap Singh, Vikram Rajvir Singh.

. Patel tears
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Rajvir Singh.

He was treated on the field and
returned to hammer 22 runs in one
over from Singh, the sequence
being4, 6,4,4,0,4.

But it was evident Pietersen
would not last much longer and
even though he had Strauss (o run
for him, he retired hurt with
England on 123-4.

Patel, who had dismissed

 Straussand Flintoff, returnedin the
afternoon to bowl Jones and
Matthnw Hoggard off successive
“deliveries

Liam Plunkett denied Patel a
hattrick but the pace howler gained
his fifth wicket by shattering Steve
Harmison's stumps.

Engfand will play three Tests
and seven one-day internationals
during the two-month tour that

_ _'endm.ﬁpril 15,

BRIEFSCORES

ENGBAND: First innings 238
(Pietetsen 47, G Jones 46, Plunkett
37, Blackwell 33, Strauss 23; Patel 5-
59, Paul 2-26)

PRESIDENT'S XI: First innings 93
Jfor | [Jaifar 48, Gambhir 33 not out;
Blackwell 1-5)

PHOTO: AFP
Villareal's Uruguayan striker Diego Forlan (R) shoots to score against Rangers during their Champions League clash
atthe lbrox Stadium in Glasgow on Wednesday.

Comeback kids make merry

0 EF
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REUTERS, London

On a remarkable night of
Champions League comebacks
Barcelona beat 10-man Chelsea 2-1
in London while Werder Bremen
scored twice in the last three min-
utesto beat Juventus 3-2 in their firse
knockoutround firstlegs.

Inter Milan recovered from 2-0
down to draw 2-2 at Ajax
Amsterdam while Rangers twice
came from behind to draw 2-2 with
Villarreal in Glasgow.

What had been billed as the
game of the round at Stamford
Bridge looked to have been spoiled
by a red card for Chelsea's Spanish
fullback Asier Del Horno in the 37th
minute for a wild lunge dt Argentine
teenager Lionel Messi.

On a muddy pitch, depleted
Chelseabattled on and took thelead
with a Thiago Motta own goal after

anhour.

Another own goal, by Chelsea
captain John Terry, levelled it 12
minutes later and Samuel Eto'o
headed Barcelona's precious win-
ner 10minutes from time.

Barcelonawon by the same score
at the same stage last season, but
that was at the Nou Camp and
Chelseawon the homereturn 4-2,

Werder enjoyed a topsy-turvy
night against Serie A leaders
Juventus, leading 1-0 at halftime
after a scrambled goal by fullback
Christian Schulz having peppered
the Juve goal with 17 shots and
headers,

Juve hitback tolead with goals by
Pavel Nedved (73) and David
Trezeguet (82) but Tim Borowski's
near-post flick levelled the scores in
the 87th minute and Johan Micoud
then scrambled in an injury-time
winner,

Ajax produced one of their best
first-half performances of the sea-
son (o lead Inter with goals by Klaas-
Jan Huntelaar and Mauro Rosales

insidethe first 20 minutes.

Inter kept cool however, and
after hitting the bar twice in the
same attack, pulled one back with a
deflected Dejan Stankovic shot
three minutes into the second half
and poured on the pressure before
equalising when Julio Cruz swept in
from close range four minutes from
time,

Villarreal continue to impress in
their debut season in Europe's elite
competition, though they still have
work to do after twice allowing
Rangers backintothe tie.
~ An inexplicable handball by
Croatian striker Dado Prso allowed
Juan Roman Riquelme to drive inan
garly penalty, the Scottish side
levelling with a superb Peter
Lovenkrandsshot after 22 minutes.

Diego Forlan controversially
sprung the offside trap to put
Villarreal 2-1 up in the 35th minute
then missed a sitter before Rangers
were handed alifeline eight minutes
from time when Juan Manuel Pena
deflected acrossintohis ownnet.

Messi refutes cheat claim

A NGEFY

‘F‘g_gHAMPs LEAGUE

REUTERS, London

Barcelona winger Lionel Messi says
Chelsea's Asier del Horro was out to
stop him by fair means or foul with the
tackle that resulted in the defender
being sent off in Wednesday's
Champions Leaguegame.

Chelsea were reduced o 10 men
from the 37th minute when del Homo
was shown the red card by referee Terje
Hauge and lost the first knockout
moundfirstleg2-1.

"I got past (Arjen) Robben and Del
Homo charged at me with bad intent,”
Messi said of the incident close to the
cornerflag.

"Luckily I see him coming and 1
]umpbecausmfnnthetmuldhauehm
me much more," the teenager told

18 reporters.

Messi saicl Del Horme had lunged at
him earlier and caught him highup on
his leg with his studs, but was not
punished. Del Homo's stucds tors the
knee-length contourshortsMessi wore

under his kit for the cold Lopcdon
wesather, the Argenting saicl

"Ihe fisst kick that he gaveme [eft a
k.
saich.

"Thefirstone thatwaswithstuds up
hrt me more, | certainly felt that ane
more, but with the victory you don't
noticethe kicks."

Messi dismissed the emark by
Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho that
the teenager had indulged i theatries
when he went down after Del Homo's
red cand tackle.

"Idon'tdotheatre, "hesaid.

'l don't attach any importance to
that because we know what he's like,
that he [ikes talking he likes (© say
thingsandheatuptheatmosphere.”

Barcelona captain Carles Puyol
saicl: "If Mourinho has doubts about
theaggression againtMessiallhehasto
doislookathisleg.”

Messi has showna tastefor running
it defencessince his explosive appear-
anceintop-flightfootball

"This match is the sort that any
player likes to play and you iy o be
strong so that it goes as well as possible

the 18-year-old intemational

foryou,” hesaid.
"Talways say that when I've got the

_crowd against mg, [like to play more |

and I try to do more things." Messi hit
the fartopangleaf Petr Cech'sgoal with
acurlingleft-footed shot

Ten-man Chelsea ook the lead in
the second half with an own goal by
midfielder Thiago Motta from a Frank
Lamparcdfree kick.

Barcelona equalised when
Chelsea captain John Terry headed
Ronaldinho's free kick past Cech in
the Chelsea goal and striker Samuel
Eto'o headed the B0thminute winner.

“Barcawon because we wentforthe
winateverymoment," Messisaid.

"When it was 1-0 against us we
started to play football with the ball on
the ground and began to show what
Barcelona is and how we've always
played. That'swhen the spacesopened
up for us and we created a lot of
chances.

"Wecouldhavescored another goal
but that's how it went, and it's good
because we got an important result
aver here and that gives us ranguility
fortheretumathome,”

Aus, SA to jump the gun

Tour opens with a Twenty20 tie today

AFP, Johanneshuryg

<South Africa and Australia are set to

put an early end (o cricket's contro-
versial super-sub systern ahead of
its official serapping next manth.

South African captain Graenie
Smith and Australian counterpart
Ricky Ponting said Thursday they
favoured going back to 11-a-side
cricket for the 20-overs game which
starts the tour at the Wanderers
Stadinm Friday and five one-day
internationals starting at
Centurion Sunday.

"The sooner we can get back o
playing the cricket we're used 1o
and the cricket we'll be playing
going forward the better,” said
Ponting. "I think an agreement will
bestruck.”

Smith said: "We're going to the
Waorld Cup in 2007 and if these rules
are natgoing to be partof the World
Cup why should we be playing
them?"

The captains cited the example
of New Zealand and West Indies,
who agreed to play without substi-
tutes during their current series in
NewZealand.

Bath teams will be without two
of their biggest hitters for the 20-
overs match. South Africa’s Justin
Kemp has been ruled out because
of a persistent shoulder problem,

while Andrew Symonds will be

missing from the Australian te
because of a strained left thigh.
Both are expected to play Sunday,
however,

Australia will also be without
batsman Michael Hussey, who will

arrive in South Africa Saturday
after staying in Australia for the
birthefason.

" South Africa, after picking an
experimental 20-overs side,
including only five of the squad
that failed to reach the final of a
recent triangular one-day series in
Australia, brought back veteran all-
rounder Shaun Pollock in place of
Kemp. But Pollock will play as a
batsman only, according to Smith.

The South Africans will be
boosted, however, by the return of
fast bowler Makhaya Ntini, who
missed the one-day games in
Australiabecause ofakneeinjury.

Fellow fast bowler Andre Nel
was included in the one-day squad
butwill miss Sunday's opener.

Smith saidhe hoped Nel would be
fit for the remaining games, while he
said he hoped all-rounder Jaccues
Kallis would be able to play in thelast
two one-cay matches, ahead of a
three-matchTestseries.

Ponting said he expected a tough
tour, despite his team's dominance
over their opponents in Australia,
where the world champions won a
three-match Test series 2-0, threeout
of four one-day intemationals and
the inaugural 20-overs clash
between the two countries.

"The competition we've had here
has always been strong,” said
Ponting. "The last series in Anstralia
was particulasly intense.”

Ponting said his ream would hope
10 maintain their dominance over
South African skipper Graeme
Smith, who failed to score a half-
century against them in Australia,
but warned: "He's a class player and
we will have ro keep coming up with
new plans."

Ponting said he was not con-
cerned about a possible hostile
reception from South African crowds
following complaints of racist abuse
directed at the South African players
inAustralia.

"We expect to cop it from the
crowds,” said Ponting, "but it's no
differentfromanyothertour.

"We've found that if we are keep-
ing the crowds quiet it is generally
because we are playing good cricket,
sothat'swhatwe willbetryingtodo."

Smith said his players were look-
ing forward to playing at home.
"South African crowds are going to
support us but we also expect them
to be dignified and notcross the lines
thatwere crossed in Australia."

TWENTY20TEAMS

SOUTH AFRICA (from): Graeme
Smith (captain), Loots Bosman, AB
deVilliers, Herschelle Gibbs, Andrew
Hall, Neil McKenzie, Makhaya Ntini,
Hobin Peterson, Shaun Pollock,
Roger Telemachus, Thandi
Tshabalala, Johan vanderWath,
AUSTRALIA (from): Ricky Ponting
{captain), Adam Gilchrist (vice-
captain), Nathan Bracken, Michael
Clarke, Stuart Clark, Brad Hogg,
Mitchell Johngon, Simon Katich,

Brett Lee, Mick Lewis, Damien
Martyn, ShaneWatson.

FIXTURES

Date Match Venue
Fah24 Twenty20 Johannesburg
Feb26 FirstODI Centurion
Mard Secand 001 Cape Town
Mara Third €0 PortElizabeth
Mar10 Fourth 001 Duiban
Mar 2 Fiith OOl Johannesburg
Mar16-20  FirstTest Cape Tawn
Mar24-28  Second Test Durban
, Mar31-Aprd  Third Test Johannesburg

Shevchenko urges
Ronaldo raid

INTERNET, undared

Milan's attempts to sign Real
Madrid's Ronaldo are gathering
pace with Andriy Shevchenko the
latest to sing his praises. "We can't
overlook a playerlikehim," he said.

Ronaldo announced that he was
unhappy at Real Madrid on the eve
of his side's 1-0 defeat to Arsenal
this week and was subsequently
told by Adriano Galliani, live on
television, that he would welcome
the Brazil legend to Milan. "Our
door is always open for someone
like him," hesaid.

Now Shevehenko has sent more
encouraging words to the player
who has grown tired of the deterio-
ration in his relationship with Real
fans, who now boo him on a regular
basisatthe Bernabeu,

"The Brazilian doesn't seem
happy at Madrid," said the
Rossoneri striker. "Certainly, in a
situation like this, we ean't over-
look a playerlike him.

"Itis clear that Ronaldo needs a
new stimulusand in my opinion he
is certainly still an excellent
striker," he added. "This is not an
opportunity Milan should miss out
on."

Milan will doubtless find com-
petition for the services of "The
Phenomenon', although any buy-
ing club would need to free
Ronaldo from the golden hand-
cuffs tyinghim to Los Merengues,

The disgruntled South
American is currently earning over
4-million-pounds a vear in the
Spanish capital and his contract
doesnot runoutuntil 2008,

Manchester United and Inter
are the two clubs most likely to
challenge the Rossoneri for the
mercurial centre-forward.

Australia not
upto 20/20

game yet

REUTERS, Johannesburg

Australia captain Ricky Ponting said
his team have not yet grasped the
requirements of Twenty20 cricket,
but they were hoping to gain more
experience in Friday's match
against South Africa at the
Wanderers.

*We haven'tyer got fully i g#rips
with 20/20 crickert and a few of the
guys do still go into it quite light-
heartedly. We're still learning and
hopefully we'll get the opportunity
to learn a bit more tomormow,”
Ponting toldreporters on Thursday:

"It's a hard game to take 0o
seriously because you basically
have o come out and swing from
the word go, and sometimes you'll
come off and other times you
won't."

Barca hit
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right-back Oleguer, his first-time
shot forcing Cech into a fine save
lowto hislefr.

At the other end, Chelsea had
been restricted to some promising
build-up play that failed to gener-
ate any clear chances. And the
home team’s prospects of altering
the one-sided pattern suffered a
serious setback ten minutes from
half-time.

Having once again got away
from del Horno, Messi turned
inside Arjen Robben only to be
floored by a crude body-check
from the Spain left-back.

Del Horno suffered as badly as
Messi in the collision but that did
not spare him a red card once the
Norwegian referee, Terje Hauge,
had consulted hislinesman.

There can be few teams better
equipped to make a numerical
advantage count than Rijkaard's
Barcelana, but it was Chelsea who
started the second half more posi-
tively.

Robben evaded Oleguer and
flashed a shot only fractionally
beyond the far post before Paulo
Ferreira tested Valdes from dis-
tance.

Then, a minute before the hour
mark, Oleguer brought down
Robben close to the left touchline
for the free-kick that produced
Chelsea's goal,

Whipped in by Lampard, the
ballappeared destined for the arms
of Valdes befare Motta cut across
the goalkeeperand deflecteditinto
thenet.

Barcelona's equaliaer cane
from a free-kick in a virtually iden-
tical position, Ronaldinho's daliv-
ery skimming off Terry's head and
into the topcornerofthenet.

The Chelsea captain was to
make amends for that misfortune
by twice clearing off the line as
Barcelona piled on the pressure,
denying substitute Henrik Larsson
and Ronaldinho in quick succes-
ston,

The woodwark alsa came to the
London club's rescue, Messi's
sublime chip rebounding off the
angle of post and bar with Cech
well-beaten.

But Barca were not to be denied
victory. Aftera Chelseacounter had
broken down, a Ronaldinho surge
out of his own half left their back
line hopelessly exposed and Eto'o
wils unchallenged as he rose to nod
in Marquez's chip from the left-
hand cormerofthe penalty area.

Madrid fans want Henry

K{%4 Football

AFP, Madrid

Real Madrid fans are clamouring
for their club to sign Arsenal's ralis-
manic French striker Thierry Henry
after his wonder goal secured victory
for the English Premiership side at
the Bernabeu onTuesday, according
to sports daily Marca.

Arsenal have one foot in the
quarterfinals of the Champions
League thanks to Henry's solo strike
in thelast 16 first-leg clash in Madri,
a goal that saw him beat four players
before slotting the ball past man-of-
the-matchlker Casillasin Real'sgoal.

Henry's image was splashed
across Marea's front page on
Thursday alongside the caption:
"Thisone, yes, they love him."

The headline mace a clear refer-
ence to another striker, currently at
Madrid, who is much less than loved
at the moment and rumoured ta be
onhiswayoutinthe close season.

The first player Henry shiugged
off on his mazy run was the disen-
chanted figure of Brazil's Ropaldo,
who hy contrast is cumrently facing
the wrath of an over-expectant pub-
Ilciarhlsmcentiistlew.r isplays.

On Wednesday, Marca claimed
that Ronaldo had played his last
game forthe Madrid giants and that &
meeting had taken place among the
board of directors to decide what to
do with the player - a claim later
refuted bythe club.

AC Milan responded to the news
by claiming they would love to sign
Ronaldo, leading Marca to suggest:
"While in Italy they are opening the

doors to Ronaldo, the Frenchman
improved his chances ofbecomming
thenext'galactico’.

"The Frenchman isoneofthe rare
galacticos left in the market and
Florentino Perez (Real's president)
has already claimed to be an
admirer."

The news could spark a bigding
war for Henry in the summer with
Barcelona already known to be
interestedin signing the Woeld Cup
winner and current European
Golden Boot title holder - jointly
with Villarreal's Uruguayan for-
ward Diego Farlan,

THIERRY HENRY

Bremen
@
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}\ !' P, Bremen

An injury-time header from Johan
Micoud gave Werder Bremen a
sensational 3-2 victory over fuventus
here onWednesday which leaves the
Italian giants with work to do in the
second leg of their Champions
Leagueround of16match.

Pavel Nedved and David
Trezeguet had given Juventus two
potentially crucial away goals after
defender Christian Schulz had
openedthe scoring forWerder.

When Timy Borowski pur the
Genmanside levelin the B7thominute
of a pulsating match, n /2-2draw
lookee fikely.

But two minutes into injury-time,
Micoud popped up with a header
from a comer which rebounded in
off Alessandro Del Piero on the
goalling, sending the 37,000 crowd at
the packed Weserstadion into wild
celebrations.

Werder coachThomasSchaafwas
overjoyed.

"The team gave us a fantastic
eveningoffootball witha greatend to
I," he said,

"After an excellent first half we
stopped attacking at the start of the
second period because we were

stun Juve

tiring.

"But it i5 a sign of our team that
theyalways come back. And to ereate
that many chances against a team
like Juventus shows the quality of our
play.”

Schaaf's opposite number Fabio
Capello was looking ar home advan-
tage in the second leg to sway the tie
in Juyentus’ fvour.

"l dont know how Bremen will
play in Turin, but clearly we have to
take the initiative. | hope they'll
continue fo take an atacking
approach, as that is their nature,
thoughwe have to be more careful on
SEL= p ieces, " the Juve coach said.

"Everyone is disappointed
because we had the gamesin ous
hareds, butar the same tme to score
two goals away from home is a posi-
livere.-iul[."f.ape!lnaci(ied,

"Werder are very strong at home
and have seored more than anyorne
else in the Bundesliga. [t's rue they
leave space at the back, but they are
veryattackingand physical, sonatan
easysideto face.

Werder arguably deserved their
victory alter dominating the firsthalf.

Schulz converted their early
superiority into a goal on 39 minutes
when the defender found the net for
the first time this season after the
Juve defence repeatedly failed to
clear the ball following lvan Klasnic's

cleverbackhesl.

But former Furopean Footballer
of the Year Nedved ended an other-
wiseanonymous performance when
the Czech collected a superb pass
from Patrick Vieira to shoot high into
the neton 73 minutes,

Werder were rocked, and from
unpromising beginnings, Del Piero's
cross bobbled off Werder's Brazilian
defender Naldo and was headed in
by the unmarked Trezeguet with B2
minutes gone,

But the Germans were not dead,
a5 Borowski nipped infront of Lilian
Thuram to poke the ball past
Gianluigi Buffon forithe equaliser

@ icoud’s late ;poal gave
mli@ﬁcchnmu'hin;:
{4 HL F g Lok

The home side ¢ould easily have
scored three times in a highly attack-
ing firsthalf.

On 23 minutes, a volley from the
unmarked Torsten Frings was turmed
aratnd the past by Buffon, who then
produced an even better save from
Frank Fahrenhorst'sheader,

Juventus broke away but Zlatan
Ibrahimovic shot wide when he only
had goalkeeper Tim Wiese to beat,
although the assistant referee had
raisec his flag for offside.

After Schulz had scored, Wiese
denied Trezeguet and rushed off his
line to thwartVieim. |

Rajshahi

FROM PAGE 16
Faisal exploited the tail, finishing
with 4-46 from eight overs.

Earlier, opener Gazi Salahuddin
topscored 65 off B8 balls to steady
the innings after Chittagong were
reduced to 14-2. The middle-order
worked on the solid platform by
rattling LO1 runsin thelast 13 overs.

SCORESIN BRIEF

consolidate

Mushfiq 4-30, Shahjada 2-31,
Kamrul3-31).

Result: Rajshahi won by 19runs
DHAKA: 119 all out in 43.1 overs
(Riyad 27, Mehrab Jr 11, Sajjad 21,
Sunny LI, extras 23, Rezaul 4-19,
Ashiqur 1-22, Hasibul 1-24, Saif 3-
18, Morirul 1-27).

SYLHET: 120-9 in 37.2 avers
(Rabman |7, Mawla 22, Hasibul 11,

Ali-2
50).
KHULNA: 230-9 in 48 overs (Aslam
96, Sahagir 18, Biplab &3,
Jamaluddin 13, Manjurul 16 no.,
Rashed 1-34, Mozammel 132,
Sunny2-33, Yasin 1-35, Falsal 4-46).
Result: Chittagong won by 17 runs

ONE-DAYTABLE

-32, Manjurul 4-41, Sadar 1-

extras 27, Mahbubul 1-21, Ashraful ~ Teams M W L Pts
RAJSHAHI: 177 all out in 50 overs  2.91  Sharif 3-32, Uttam 1-20, Rajshahi b 6 0 12
{Nayeem 65, Rosel 47, Shahjada 18, Mehrab jr2-19). Dhala 6 4 2 B
Anis2-30, Arafar3-11, Monir3-45),  Result:Sylhet won by one wicket Chittagong & 3 1 b
BARISAL: 158 all out in 47.3 overs  CHITTAGONG: 247-7 in 48 overs Khulna 6 2 4 4
(Shahin 39, Towhid 22, Nadif 24m  (Salahuddin 65, Wasel 42, Dhiman  Sylhet fi I 5 2
Arafat 17, Prasenjit 15, Shafaq 1-24, 44, Sabbir 32 mo., extras 32, Aslam  Barisal 6 1 5 2
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