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Rumana Omar

Specialising in Bharatnatyam

An evocative mudra by Rumana Omar

KaviTa CHARANII

may seem: hard to see how the two

disciplines can go together. However
Rumana Omar has struck a fine balance. An
associate professor of medical statistics at
University College, London she combines her
academic career with a fervent passion for
choreography and dance in the Bharatnatyam
genre.

Though she does not depend on dance for a
living, it is far more than a mere hobby. As she
points out, “ 1 treat dance professionally in the
sense that I put in a lot of time in training--I
practice four days a week.” And why
Bharatnatyam? “This dance form appeals to me
because it has several elements suchjas
beautiful eye movement, hand gestuyres
(maudras), thythmic footwork which combine
with sculptured poses in the temples of Solith

S TATISTICS and dance --At first sight it

India,” saysthe articulate Rumana.

Among her recent milestones is a solo
Bharatnatyam performance in mid-December
at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, London. The solo
was choreographed largely around abhinaya
and an entranced audience watched as she
slipped into the role of her character with
complete ease. Hard to believe but Rumana
doesn'tspeak a word of Tamil, while most of her
items were, and continue to be, in this South
Indian language. “The lyrics have to be
translated for me. Coming from a different
religion, I have to understand background
material, which is quite a challenge. Apart from
the language 1 also have to learn about Indian
mythology so that [ can effectively portray my
character,” says Rumana.

The talented 'danseuse began her training in
dance (folk and kathak) with Anil Mitra and
Shukla Sarker from Bangladesh. The latter
taught her Bharatmatyam as well. Later when

she got a scholarship to do her Ph D inmedical
statistics in UK, she enrolled at the Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan (the largestinstitute for Indian art
and culture in Europe) so that she could learmn
Bharatnatyam. Her guru was and continues to
be Prakash Yadagudde, one of the foremost
exponents and teachers of Bharatnatyam in
Britain. She has also received training in
Bharatnatyam from Padmasree ‘Chitra
Visweswaran and' Dr Saraswati Sundaresan,
Chennai.

Rumana has crossed other frontiers as well.
She has collaborated with western contempo-
rary and ballet dancers to choreograph dance
picces, Among her achievements are a
performance and choreography for the
Edinburgh Festival in 1997 and 98. In 1997 she
combined Bharatnatyam, ballet and contempo-
rary dance to great effect. The following year she
performed Recurrence in Edinburgh, which was
@ mixture of ballet and contemporary dance.
Then there is her participation in the dance
seasons ol Sadler's Wells (one of the most
prestigious dance venues in UK) and The Place
{another premium theatre for contemporary
dance) during 1996-1999.

Given Rumana's dedication to dance, awards
have naturally come her way, In 1998 she received
an award' from the British Association of
Choreographers and abursary from Sadler'sWells,

Apart from her acclaim by the UK media, she
wonrecognition in Bangladesh when she staged
a performance along with a dance troupe from
UKat the Bangladesh National Museum in 2000.
The philanthropic aim of the show was to raise
funds for the Liberation War Museum in Dhaka.
She has also performed in Connecticut and New
Yorkin 2001.Last August she gave aperformance
inDhakaat the Russian Cultural Centre.

Yetjuggling her twin callings--academics and
dance--is by no means easy. "Being an academic
in UKis very tough and demands long hours. To
maintain my fitness for dance L have to train 10-
12 hours a week. | manage that by curtailing my
social’ life and working on' holidays,” says
Rumana.

Now Rumana is abuzz with other ideas. She
plans to hold a Bharatnatyam performance in
Dhaka around August. She is also studying
Carnatic music at the Bhavan to help her
understand the thythm and ragas. Having won
the West already, it's time for a conquest of her
compatriots.
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Of pseudo identities and
globalisation

Indian film wins warm reception at Berlin

lot of money,"! Ahluwalia said in an
_inEerview:

employees on the frontline of
globalisation by Mumbai director
Ashim Ahluwalia, has made waves
atthe 56th Berlin Film Festival. The
film ran to full houses at four
screenings in the festival's Forum
section, The irony was that it was

Amplifying ot the F!m s themae, 4

Ahluwalia said, “For me the film is
reallyabout what it means to be an
Indian in the 21st century. [ didn't
mean to make a portrait of the
middle class, butthey represent the
direction Indiaisgoingin.”

The Berlin Film Festival features
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Theatre Festival begins with fanfare

Artistes of Nrityadhara perform a dance number at the Inaugural programme

On February 21, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy premises were
decorated with colourful festoons,
banners and mural art. Artistes
turned up inlarge numbers for the
inauguration ceremony of the
eighth biennial theatre festival.

State: Minister for Cultural
Affairs, Begum Selima Rahman
inaugurated the theatre festival,
Manfred Beilharz and Jennifer
Walpole, the ITI Worldwide
Committee president and execu-
tive directors respectively were the
guests ofhonour.

The inauguration ceremony
began by observing a one-minute
silence for the martyrs of our
Language Movement.

In the discussion session pre-

sided over by Ramendu Majumdar,
the president of Bangladesh Centre
of International Theatre Institute,
Ataur Rahman, Nasiruddin Yousuft
and M Hamid delivered speeches.
Discussants basically focused on
the activities and achievements of
the organisation. ITI Worldwide
Committee president and execu-
tive director also praised the activi-
ties of the Bangladesh Branch.
Dubbing the ITI, Bangladesh
Centre leaders as ailtural envoys,
State Minister Begum Selima
Rahman in her inauguration
speech expressed the hope that IT]
would go from strength to strength.
After the speech, colourful
dances were performed by the
artists of Nrityadhara and
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Nrityanchal. The dancers of
Nrityadhara performed innovative
dances, choreographed by Minu
Hague, Aminul Islam Hiru, Kabirul
Islam Ratan, Mun Mun Ahmedand
Tamanna Rahman. Dancers of
Nrityanchal performed’ classical
dances, choreographed by Shibli
Mohammad, Shamim Ara Nipa
and Dr. Mahua Mukherjee,

Another attraction of the eve-
ning was Lalon songs rendered by
singers from Kushtia,

On the other hand two plays--
Aharkandal and Mandar-- a
Janmasutra production and
Parchyanaut production respec-
tively were presented at the
Experimental Theatre Stage.

Today's attractions: Natyatroyee, Binodini
and Majh Rater Manushera

The Indian epic Mahabharata has

adapted plays in Bangladesh. Nagarik Natyasampradaya
willstage threeadapted lyrical playsbased on stories from
ahilaSamity Stage today as part
of the ongoing theatre festival arranged by the
Intemnational Theatre Institute (ITT), Bangladesh Centre.
Al of the lyrical-plays of Nafyatroyee; adapted by
Rabindranath Tagore from the Mahabharata, deal
with a4 common issue--the fall of morality. And Tagore
has his own interpretation of the adaptation.
Karna-Kunti Shangbad is the first drama of the
trilogy. During the crisis when the Pandavas and
Kauravs are face to face, the formers' mother Kunti
comes to Karna, whom she had left to secure herrepu-

the Mahabharataatthe M

spawned many

rejected at the Mumbai Interna-
tional Film Festival in Ahluwalia's
hometown.

Intensive research has gone into
the film. The director shot the film
over a period of three years, The
film follows the lives of six Indian
call-centre 'agents' trying to sell
Americans everything from
cheaper phone calls to emergency
medical systems,

The film's protagonists take on
the names of John and Jane and
work nights to cater to the
demands of a distant market. "I
began making this film in 2002,
when nobody had heard of call
centres. All I knew was that there

tation. During Karna's evening praver, Kunti comes
and tries to bring about a compromise between the
brothers. Then a conflict arises between the mother
and son. What is more important: emotion or princi-
ple? Karna continues on his path of heroism and
rejects hismother'srequest.

The second part of the trilogy is Biday Abhishap.
Through the story of Debjani and Kach, the story of
deception of a woman by her beloved is featured,
When Kach refusesthe love of Debjani, Aupee Karim as
Debjani failed to express emotion, However, in the
romantic scenes-she performed quite well. On the
otherhand, Gazi Rakayet needs to improve his skills in
alyricaldrama.

Gandharir Abedon, the final and major part of the
trilogy, introduces the conflict between truth and
relationships. In this part, central character Gandhari,

around 360 films from 56 countries.
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Aupee Karim and Gazi Rakayet in a scene from Karna-
Kunti Shangbad

Dhaka Theatré will stage their latest production
Binodini at the Experimental Theatre Stage as part of
the theatre festival arranged by ITT, Bangladesh Centre.
Binodini is based on the autobiography of legendary
19th century Bangalee actress Binodini Dasi.
NasiruddinYousuffdirects Binodini.

Moreover, Loko Natya Dal will stage a postmodern
production Majh Rater Manushera at the National
Theatre Stage. Liaquat Ali Lucky is the director of Majh
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To mark Ekushey, Satkhira district administration chalked out various
programmes, Including a discussion and cultural show. The programmes
were held at Satkhira Shilpakala auditorium. A cultural soiree was held atthe

! ! was going to be considerable the Kauravas' mother, raises her voice against the Rater Manushera.
same venue. Paying tribute to Language Martyrs, the speakers at the | technological advancement and b, - injustice ofhersons.
programme urged all touphold the core values of Amor Ekushey. everybodywas supposed tomakea A scene from.John and Jane AtaurRahmandirects Natyatroyee. By ERSHAD KAMOL
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