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Amor Ekushey celebrated
with fanfare

Carrying national flags and alphabets of different countries, the Bangladesh Sangskritik Kormi
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{2-R) Artist Emdad Hossain unveils the hook cover. Also seen at the event are (R-L) Ramendu

Sanghatakes out a colourful processlon marking the International Mother Language Day in the city Majumder, Subama Mustafa, Asaduzzaman Noor, Humayun Faridee and Mamunur Rashid
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OME Ekushey and the

country is abuzz with cul-

tural activities, The signifi-
cance of this day spreads much
beyond national boundaries as the
world now observes February 21 as
theInternational Mother Language
Day:

While Ekusheyis a day for rejoic-
ing, it is also a time for somber
reflection on the martyrs who laid
down their lives and gave the
Bangla language a firm place in the
nation.

Bangladesh Abbritd Shamonnay
Parishad's recitation programme

To obseive Ekushey and pay
homage to eminent actor Golam
Mustafa, Bangladesh Abbriti
Shamonnay Parishad (BASE)
organised a poetry recitation
programine, titled Ekusher
Krishnochura Amader Chetonarei
Rong. The venue was the Liberation

Museum CaféTheatre,

Md Ahkam Ullah, general secre-
tary of BASE, delivered his welcome
speech,

Language Movement veteran,
artist Emdad Hossainwas the chief
guest,

At the discussion session
Subarna Mustafa, daughter of
Golam Mustafa paid rich tributes
to her father. Then followed the
screening of a documentary film
on Golam Mustafa. To coincide
with this event, the organisation
launched a commemorative book
onGolamMustafa,

Eminent actor Asaduzzaman
Noor, MFP, presided over the cere-
mony. In his speech he said, " The
observance of Amor Ekushey is a
homage to those who sacrificed
their lives for the Language
Movement. We shall preserve that
invaluable legacy. The powers that
be have been trying to change the
dimension of the spirit of the Amor

Ekusheyand our LiberationWar."
Renowned personalities,
Ramendu Majumder, Mamunur
Rashid and Mannan Hira partici-
pated in a discussion session. Later,

artistes from Udichi and Kranti
rendered songs and recited poems
on the Language Movement,

Amor Ekushey observed at
Rabindra Sarobar

Arlistes present a chorus at the National Press Club on the eve of Ekushey

Padatik Natya Sangsad arranged
a cultural event on February 21 at
the Rabindra Sarobar to observe
Amor Ekushey. Language
Movement activist and poet
Mahbubul Alam inaugurated the
programme at 7:00 amwhile remi-
niscing on the War 0Of
Independence.

Artistes of Padatik, Udichi and
Kranti participated in the cultural
programme, which included dance
and music. Singers Naima Ali, Mini
Kadir, Fahim Hossain Choudhury,
Bipul Bhattacharjee, Shajed Akbar,
Sheikh Milon, Azizur Rahman
Tuhin, Shourav performed at the
event. Members of the children's
organisation Kedrio Alor Bhubon
also performed dance and music.
Bhashwar Bandyopadhyay and
Mahbub Alam Choudhury recited
poems. Thousands gathered at the
eventonacloudyday:

Saju’s treasure trove of paintings

" Favza HaQ

Saju Grand Group show at Saju's gallery once again brings
together paintings of masters and experts that range from
Zainul Abedin, Quamrul Hasan, Safiuddin Ahmed to the
younger artists like Rokeya Sultana, Rashid Amin and Rafi

Haque.

Tracing paintings by our senior most artists we have Three
sisters going to fetch water from the well. With their faces
partially covered, the talking women reflect the simplicity
and beauty of the people from the countryside. Zainul
Abedin's Cows in the rain bring in the elements of man and
his surroundings. SM Sultan's Farmer's hiouse also harps on
the peace and harmony of the countryside with the simply
clad but beautiful wolnen. Brown, black and yellow is

in shades of yellow and orange: Biren Shome in his composi-
tion of black and turquoise, Dusk depicts the elegance of
ordinary crows, sitting in a row on electric wires.
Showkatuzzaman's Morning pleasant is a superb creation in
scarlet and yellow, Hamiduzzaman's Landscape bringg in the
wonders of the sky and river in few, simple gray and black
strokes. Abdus Shakoor Shaha's Mohua-2 is a unique cre-
ation depicting the fascination offolktales.

Kuhu's Daydreams captures the beauty of line work in
realist which is so rare today. Sheikh Afzal's Woman is once
again something of the past with its stress on photographic
reality, Kanak Chanpa Chakma's Footprinis has the Buddhist
philosophy in mind in the depiction of Buddha's footprints
and meditating monk, Alokesh Ghosh's Panam Nagar delin-
eates the grandeur of old architecture, Farida Zaman's Sufia

Somu szzr Pala, Samayer Proyo Jone and
Ei Ghar Ei Bashoti to be staged today

Theatre goers in Dhaka are flocking
to the ongoing theatre festival
arranged by the Bangladesh Centre
of International Institute. On the
second' day of the festival, three
plays will be staged today at three
venues,

Centre for Asian Theatre (CAT)
will stage their folk theatre Sonai
Bibir Pala at the National Theatre
Stage at 6:30 pm. The play, an adap-
tation of Beernarayaner Pala, a
popular narmrative of Purba Banga
Geetika, is not just a love story.
While depicting the tragic end of
the central characters' affair, young
playwright Raihan Aktar has dealt
with a contemporary issue -- the
conflict between religion and
humanism. Kamaluddin Nilu
directsthe play.

Theatre Art Unit's latest produc-
tion, Smayer Proyojone will be
staged at the Experimental Theatre
Stage at 6:30 pm. M Bari has
adapted the play from Zahir
Raihan's popular short story
Samayer Proyojone, The play, set

production, will be staged at the
Mahila Samity Stage at6: 30 pm. The
playfeatures the class struggle in the
urban areasofBangladesh.

“Activities of BCTTT have given inter-
national exposure to Bangladeshi
theatre,” --Ataur Rahman

Ataur Rahman is the general secre-
tary of Bangladesh Centre of the
International Theatre Institute
(BCITN). Discussing the activities of
the organisation Ataur said, * The
International Theatre Institute basi-
callyfocuses on academic activities, It
is a common platform for the activists
of performing art forms like drama,
dance and others. Because of the
successful publications of BCITI,
Bangladeshi delegates have. bagged
many prestigious posts in the TT1
World Committee, including vice
president and chairperson of different
important sub-committees. Our
activities have created a positive
image of Bangladeshi culture over-
seas.li

A scene from the play Sonai Bibir Pala

against the backdrop of our
Liberation War in 1971, critically
analyses the reason behind the
mass upsurge in the course of the
Liberation War. M Bari is the direc-
torof the play.

Ei Ghar Ei Basti, a Ganayan Natya
Sampradaya from Chittagong

On the ITI theatre festival '06,
Ataur said, “This festival willhave a
positive impact both at home and
abroad. Firstly, theatre troupes
from Dhaka and other parts of the
country are participating in the
festival, which will boost our theat-
rical activitics. And this year's

Ataur Rahman

executive committee meeting of
1TT Worldwide Committee will be
held in Dhaka on February 22 and
23. It is the 122nd meeting of IT1
Worldwide Executive Commitiee.
Moreaver, local as well as foreign
theatre delegates will get the scope
to exchange thoughts in the inter-
national seminars such as Human

Values, the Arts_and Sacial
Harmony, Cultural Tolerance and
Pursuit of Harmony, Theatre:
Understanding the Universal
Expression and Theatre: Countryto
Country.

BY ERSHAD KAMOL
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New mega serial on Channel-i
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A new mega serial,

7:50 pmon Channel i,

titled Akashi
Ranger Rumal by Imdadul Haque
Milon will be aired on Thursdays at

Mohammed Kibria's simplified presentation oflife.

Qayuum Chowdhury's courtyard' portrays the pristine
simplicity of country life with a woman tugging at a cow,
surrounded by flowering shrubs. Nitun Kundu's Rhythm of
life-2 is an averwhelming formation of layers of geometrical
forms in soft shades of blues, pinks and browns. Abdur
Razagque's Teq garden is an impressionistic presentation of
natural' beauty. Expressing more rapture over scenic har-
mony is Rafigun Nabi's Teknaf. Intricate working with line
andspace is found in Monirul1slam's The joy and tears of the
fisherman.The orange and turquoise creation of Syed
Jahangir, Fishingis also spellbinding.

Bird and woman, by Abdus Sattar is a lyrical composition

in the boat celebrates women's endeavours, Ranjit Das's
Intimate plays on human emotions.

Iftikharuddin Ahmed's Searching space is modern and
dynamic. 5o is Naima Haque's Composition in shades of gray
and blue, touched with a brush of orange.

Atia Islam Anne's Woman and society adds waves of surre-
alism to the exhibition's contents. So does Nazlee Laila
Mansur's Woman and cow. Dwelling on dreams and

. romance is Ahmed Nazir's Pahela baisakh with its birds,
animals and masks intertwining each other.

‘I'he exhibition, which juxtaposes old masters with senior
artists and promising young ones, is a positive step in the field
offinearts.

Synopsis: This is a triangular love
story between Anto, Shokhi and
Tareque. Caving into family pressure,
Shokhi marries Tareq, despite her love
for Anto. However, she cannot forget
Antoandlosesher mental balance.

Nader Chowdhury, Tarin, Litu
Anam and Meem, among others, are
the major castofthedramaserial.

Nader Chowdhury directs Akashi
Ranger Rumal.

Waiting by Samiran Chowdhury
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