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HOLDME IF YOU CAN: Bangladesh's Mohammacd Ashraful

Chandu Stadium on Sunday.

(R) and Mohammad Rafique share a light moment during their practice session at the Shaheed

Tigers look to Kapali

BISHWATIT ROY from Bogra

Bangladesh pin
| their hopes on Alok
i Kapali to show
8 something different
against Sri Lanka in
the first one-day
international at the

‘today.
TheTigersmade meek surrenders
against the islanders in their past 14
limited-overs games but home
captain Habibul Bashar and coach

DavWhatmore were looking forward -

1o tumthetableon theoppositionon
homesoilthistime around.

"We are not worried about our
past records against Sri Lanka. We
are planning a different strategy for
the pne-day series where Kapali is
one of the main weapons,” said
Basharyesterday,

"We played poor cricket in Sri
Lanka in our last series but 1 still
believe that this side is capable of
doing better and something differ-
ent this time,” hoped the most
successful Bangladesh batsman,

Shaheed Chandu, Stadiuin here

who first wants to win the vital toss
inthe day-nightaffair.

"When we came here the dew
was a factor in the morning and
evening sessions but thankfully, it
has graduallyimproved. Whatever, 1
would like to win the toss because
the match would be played under
lights," the Bangladesh skippersaid.

He wis excited with the fact that
Sri Lanka were without their cham-
pion spinner Muttiah
Muralitharan.

“Honestly speaking this is good
news for us as Murali is not here.
But this time, we are not focusing
on any particular bowler. We will
try to play our natural game, We
have also a plan against devastat-
ing batsman Sanath Jayasuriya,”
said Bashar.

Although Bashar did not elabo-
rate his new game plan, the coach
explained why they have included
Kapali as an all-rounder. The tal-
ented right-handed batsman from
Sylhet, who is also a useful leg-
spinner, played his last interna-
tional game against Zimbabwe in
Dhakaonjanuary31.

“He (Kapali) has always been a
multi-skill player. He has no assur-
ance to bat at number five like
previous occasions but we always
feel that in & one-day game, num-
berseven tonine batsmen can play.
important roles, There is a slight
change in our vision with the team
anditisthatarea,” said Whatmore.

“We need to keep producing
juicy players who are multi-skill

and whois ready to make contribu-
tion with the bat down the order
because in one-day game, you
don't need to take ten wickets. It's
rather you need to make more
runs,” hesaid.

The 22-year old Kapali, how-
ever, said that he was ready to
justifyhisrecall,

“I'have to pay back. 1 think it has
given me an opportunity to make a
fresh startin the national side. 1am
confident because I have got some
runs as well as picking up some
wicketsin domestic competitions,”
said an excited Kapali.

Like his captain, Whatmore was
also not interested to take the past
recordin theiraccountaheadofthe

, superior past record against the
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newchallenge,

“We played badly against them
in the last series and the Asia Cup
but fact is, most of the teams who
£o to Sri Lanka don't have good
times but for a few exceptions. So 1
don't think it is a big factor,” said
the confident Bangladesh coach,

Meanwhile, in spite of their

hosts, Sti Lanka think-tank
believes that the Tigers have the
abilitylo upsetany team.

Their Australian coach Tom
Maoody said that they cannot take
Bangladesh lightly after what
Bangladesh did to Australia in
England.

I don't think Bangladesh are
weak opponents. Any team who
can beat Australia at their full
strength are far away from a weak
team tag. So we are very much
aware of our task,” said the tower-
ingMoody.

CaptainMahela Jayawardene
was eager to see the young guys
carry the good show they had
against Australiain the VB series.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 2

Dravid crosses
9,000-run mark

REUTERS, Karaohi

India captain Rahul Dravid
became the fourth Indian and
eighth batsman to score over 9,000
runs in one-day internationals on
Sunday,

Heachievedthe featin thethird
aver of the Indian innings in the
fifth and final one-dayer against
Pakistan, driving Mohammad
Samito the cover boundary:

Dravid needed just two runs to
reach themilestone:

Dravid joined! compatriots
Sachin Tendulkar, who leads the
all-time highest aggregate with
14,146 tuns at 44.20 from 362
matches, Sourav Ganguly and

SEE PAGE 13 COL 5

Marauding Yuvraj, Dhoni

Invincible India widen the gap to 4-1

E¥-§H Cricket

AFP, Karachi

Yuvraj Singh and Mahendra Dhoni
powered India to another comfort-
able eight-wicket win over Pakistan
in the fifth and final one-day inter-
national here on Sunday to clinch
theseries4-1.

Yuvraj hit an unbeaten 107
while Dhoni smashed a 46-ball 77
nat out to help the tourists 1o their
fourth successive win. They suc-
cessfully chased the 287-run target
with3.1overstospare.

Pakistan, beat India in the pre-
ceding three-Test series 1-0 and
won the first match at Peshawar by
sevenruns.

Yuvraj, 24, added 72 muns for the §
second wicket with skipper Rahul |
Dravid (50) after Indialost Gautum |

Gambhir (38) to Rao Iftikhar in the
I5thover.

Dravidfell in the 31st overwhich |
allowed Dhoni to once again f

demolish the hapless Pakistan
atack during a breezy 146-run

stant with Yuvraj which came off

just99 balis.

Yuvraj, who finished the series

as the top run-getter from both
sides with 344 Tunsin five matches,
hit 15 boundaries during his 93-
ball knock and Dhoni continued

his liking for Pakistan attack, hit- |

ting four sixes and six fours.

"We were confident that our
batting was clicking and we could
chase," Dravid said. "The goal was
to: win the series 4-1 and we are
leamning constantly about the way
we are chasing targets and I think
the confidence was the key."

Pakistan captain Inzamamul
Haq said the series had been
demanding,

"It was a tough series for us. We
were outclassed by India. We now
need to learn from our mistakes
quickly," Inzamam said,

Pakistan's total was built
around Younis Khan's unbeaten
knock of 74 and a fighting 67 by
Mohammad Yousuf who shared a
fifth wicket stand of 95 after Dravid

won his third consecutive toss and

putPakistanin.

Paceman Sri Sreesanth, who
finished with a career-best 4-58,
removed the home team'’s top order
by dismissing Imran Farhat (24),
Kamran Akmal (25) and Shoaib
Malik {12) inhisfirst five-overspell,

The 24-year-old fast bowler
derailed Pakistan who got off to a
solid start of 62 by the 11th over
before losing three wickets in the
spaceofjust15runs,

Yousuf added 38 runs with
skipper Inzamam for the fifth
wicket before off-spinning all-
rounder Ramesh Powar trapped
Inzamam in front of the wicket for
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Bogra goes crazy
but arrangements

not satisfactory

HASIBUR RAHMAN BILU, Bogra

There is no doubt about a full
house in the newly approved
Shaheed Chandu Stadium here
today during the first international
match between Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka,

Alltickets have been sold out for
the historic match for the 20,000-
capacity ground, which is all set to
stage its maiden one-day interna-
tional.

But everybody was taken aback
the way the authority had taken the
preparation ahead of a very special
event for the northern district,
There was madness to get a ticket
in the black market till last night
but everybody was frustrated with
none available.

"There was much hype and
festivity during the Under-19 World
Cup matchesin 2004 but this is not
the case this time. Itis unfortunate
that there was even no decoration
to welcome the guests although we
have leamt that the authority has
spend huge money,” said Tuhin, a
transport businessman,

The reporters who came here to
cover the matches were also bewil-
dered by the arrangements as they
had to wait till late afternoon to
perform their duties in the media
o0

"They charged Tk Y5 for faxing
two pages which is absurd. The
facilities are notadequate although
they had talked much about the
preparation,” said areporter.

It was learnt that match referee
Alan Hurst expressed his disap-
pointment over the sightscreen
and lack of other arrangements
although the venue has the most of
modern facilities.

"Actually. there was misman-
agement everywhere and it is
because of one man (Siddiq
Lemon),” said a district organiser
oncondition of anonymity.

Pakistan keep
Under-19WC

AFP, Colombo

Fast bowler Anwar Ali grabbed
three wickets in hisopeningover as
Pakistan retained the under-19
cricket World Cup with a sensa-
tional 38-run win over India in the
finalhere on Sunday,

The talented paceman finished
with 5-35 off nine incisive overs as
Pakistan defended their small total
of 109 by bundling India out for a
meagre 71 in the day-nightmatch.

Pakistan, who won the Cup in
Bangladesh two years ago, became
the first team to defend the title.

None of the top-order Indian
batsmen could read Ali, who swung
the ballinatalively pace totrap in-
form opener Cheteshwar Pujara
leg-before and then rattled the
stumps of Rohit Sharma and
MayankTehlan in his first over.:

Ali'was brilliantly supported by
left-arm seamer Jamshed Ahmed,
who bagged two wickets in his first
two overs 1o reduce India to 9-6.in
just3.2avers,

India could never recaver from
the horror start despite a fighting
39-run stand for the eighth wicket
between Piyush Chawla (25 not
out) and Pinal Shah (16), the only
two batsmen to reach double-
figuresinadismal performance.

Fast bowler Akhtar Ayub
claimed the last three Indian wick-
ets to spark celebrations in the
Pakistanicamp.

India, unbeaten and untested in
the tournament before this match,
wereletdown by batsmen after their
spinners Piyush Chawla and Ravi
Jadeja had done a commendable
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The fighter's last bout

K51 Cricket

BISHWAIIT ROY from Bagra

People of Bogra will witness two
small pieces of history when the
otherwise sleepy town across the
mighty Jamuna river stages its first-
ever one-day international cricket
match today.

The 50-overs-a-side contest
between Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
at the Shaheed Chandu Stadium
will'also see a Bangladeshi crick-
eter saying goodbye to intemna-
tional cricket fromthe ground.

A colourful chapter will come to
an end when former captain
Khaled Mahmud walks into, the
middle to playhislastinternational
game, his 77th appearance in a

career spanning over 10 years.
Mahmud announced his retire-
ment at an emotion-choked press
conference here on Suncay.

It was expected that the 'homn
fighter' would call it day after the
selectors had included him in the
12-mansquad forthe firstmatch,

However, there was confusion
when chief selector Faruque
Ahmed told the press that Mahmud
was very much with the team and
the player had yet to inform the
board officiallyabout his desire.

But Mahmud immediately
requested the board to arrange a
press conference to bury any con-
fusion surrounding his retirerment.

“I'thinkit is a great honour to quit
international cricket from the
ground. There is no such example in

our country so I think 1 am very
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TIME TO SAY BYE: Khaled Mahmud can't keep his tears hidden during a
press conference to announce his retirementin Bogra on Sunday.

" FACTFILE =~

Full name: Khaled Mahmud
Born: July26, 1971, Dhaka
Currentage: 34 years 208 days

Also known as: Sujan
Batting style: Righl-hand bat
Bowling style: Right-amm medium

Majorteams: Bangladesh, Dhaka Division, Dhaka Metropolis

BATTING AND FIELDING

M 1/ NO. RUNS HS AVE SR 100 50 4S €S CT ST
Tesls 12 23 1 266 45 1209 5846 0 0 30 3 2 0
CDls 76 71 3 955 50 1404 6826 0 1 8 6 17 0
BOWLING

MR R W BBl BBM AVE ECON SR 4 5 10
Tesls 12 1620 832 13 4/37 7105 6400 308 12461 1 0 0
ODIs 76 3373 2850 67 4/19 41194 253 506 5034 1 0 0

Testdebut: Bangladesh v Zimbabwe at Dhaka - Nov 8-12, 2001.
Last Test: Bangladesh v England al Chitlagong - Oct29-Nov 1, 2003,
0Dl debut; Bangladesh v India at Dhaka ~Jan 10, 1998,

fortunate,” said the 34-year-old all-
rounder, who had earlier announced
his retirement in late 2003 after the
home series against England butwas
persuaded' to reverse his decision
shortly afterwards.

"I was excited when English
newspapers headlined me as a
fighter and the Bengali ones called
me Laraku Sujan (his nickname). 1
must say it is the best achievement
in my career. That's why there is
nothing better than to finish the
game on a high note,” said
Mahmud, whoalso played 12Tests.

"My colleagues wanted me 1o
stay butl thinkitistherighttimeto
go. Now they are pumped up to
make the occasion 4 memorable -
one and 1 can also assure you that |
will put the emotional factor aside
as aprofessional,” he added.

Coach Dav Whatmore also said
that his charges were ready to give
Mahmudamemorable departure.

“Everybody hopes thatthe team
will finish the game on a high to
give Mahmud a rousing farewell. 1
am pleased the way 'chacha’ (as he
is called by his close ones) is going
out because there are lot of bitter
memories even for renowned
players,” said the Australian, who
got Mahmud as captain when he
took over as Bangladesh coach at a'
verydifficulttime,

"What impressed me most’
about him is not only his natural
power of motivating the young
players onthe field but also in the
dressing room. I hope he will have
an active role in cricket in a differ-
ent capacity. I also want to see him
continue his domestic career,” he
added.

Mahmud was in tears when he
said that it was really a difficult
decision.

"It is not easy to say goodbye to
cricket butThave played enough and
1 am satisfied with whatever [ have
achieved. The age is also a major
factor as 1 am tumning 35. [ believe
that it is time to make way for the '
upcoming young talents. 1 fiomly
believe that we will see a different!
Bangladesh soon,” heexplained.!

Mahmud. said "that' he would:
love to be remembered as a player
and captain ofthe national team.

“To represent the countiy is
always something special for a
player. But I' must say captaining
Bangladesh was the mostmemora-
ble one in my whole career,” said
Mahmud, who recalled his match-
winning performance against
Pakistan in 1999 World Cup and the
MultanTestagainst the same oppo-
sition asunforgettable events, :

He also said that although the
word ‘chacha’ speaks of an aged
man, heloves itmost.

"I'don't mind peoplé calling me
‘chacha’ because everybody uses it
affectionately. Cricketer Halim Shah
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ISPAHANI

MIRZAPORE TEA|
Jth National Cricket Leagug
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SPORTS REPORTER

In spite of Nazmus Sadat's anchor-
ing 95 and a rearguard action by
Mohammad Salim (37) and
Manjurul Islam (33) during a 60-
run ninth wicket stand, Khulna
crashed to a 141-run home loss to
Sylhet in the Ispahani Seventh
National Cricket League yesterday.

The outright win on the fourth
and final day of the first-class
match keptSylhet at the third place
after five rounds in the six-team
table while Chittagong, who col-
lected four points against Barisal
by virtue of a first-innings lead in a
drawn match in Dhaka, climbed to
fourth place.

Holders Dhaka share the lead
with Rajshahion 20 points after the
latter's comfortable 218-run vic-
toryathome onSaturday.

SYLHET-KHULNA

Set an improbable 445-run victory
target, Khulna began the day 313
runs behind with six wickets intact
at the Khulna Divisional Stadium,
Overnight batsman Sadat, who
resumed on 55, hardly received any
support before being dismissed by
former national paceman Hasibul
Hossain. Hasibul, who grabbed 5-
71 to end the match with a ten-
wicket haul, was adjudged man-of-
the-match. Sadat, who faced 233
balls, struck eight boundaries in a
nearly six-hour vigil in his side's
second innings total of303.
CHITTAGONG-BARISAL
Nafees Igbal's century was the only

Sylhet crush Khulna

highlight of the Chittagong-Barisal
match at the Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium after Barisal -- overnight
319-7 -- ended their first essay on
406. Out-of-favour national opener
Nalees hammered 130 during a
203-tun opening stand with
Masumuddowla (84 off 146 bails).
Nafees buried his poor form with a
fluent 179-ball knock that was
studded with 21 fours and onesix.
Chittagong were 236-3 in their
second inningswhenthe match was
called’ off. The man-of-the-match
award went to Chittagong captain
Ehsanul Haque for his century.

SCORESIN BRIEF
SYLHET: 360 and 222 :
KHULNA: 138 and 303 all out in
99,2 overs (Sadat 95, Biplab 31,
Salim 37, Manjurul'33, extras 57;
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Dhoni hit paceman Moha- |

mmad Sami for two towering sixes
and then took a single to complete
the win.

India rested their star batsman |
Sachin Tendulkar and pace spear- §

head Irfan Pathan.

Dravid praised his team for not |

letting upin the dead march.

"We had won the series before |

today's match, but the boys
showed their professionalism
today and restricted them to 286
andits agoodresult for us.
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