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Police forces turned
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into political lackey

35pc seniors shown the door on political
srounds; party people inducted

ZAYADULAHSAN

Forced retirement, contractual
appointment, promotion and
posting on political grounds in the
last four years seem to have demor-
alised the police administration,
which, many fear, will soon
become a mere adjunct to the
ruling alliance.

Pointing to the low morale of the
police force, some top former and
present officials said they are afraid
the entire department would be
dysfunctional if it is not freed from

politicalinfluence,

Speaking to The Daily Star, they
also revealed various aspects of
politicisation of the police depart-
ment,

The government has sacked
some 1,000 police for reasons,
other than corruption. In course of
time, six additional inspector
generals of police (IGP), 19 deputy
inspector general (DIG), four addi-
tional DIGs, 39 senior superinten-
dent of police (SP), two assistant
SPs, 448 sub inspector (SI), two
sergeants, 15 Armed SI, 95 assistant

b

Sls (ASD), 35 head constables, 12
nayeks and 312 constables have
been fired.

Most of the sacked were free-
domfighters.

Departure of the senior officials,
who happen to constitute 35 per-
cent of the total officials, has devel-
oped a serious vacuum in the
police department.

Victimisation on political
grounds in the department began
immediately after the BNP-led
four-party alliance assumed power
in 2001. Thirty-seven senior offi-

cers were withdrawn from charges
within 15 days of formation of the
government. Later, all of them were
sacked under a dubious provision
of pension rules without assigning
anyreasomn.

As some of these officers chal-
lenged their dismissal in the courts
of law, they found themselves
subjected to further harassment by
the government.

SP PR Chanda of Criminal
Investigation Department (CID)
and ASP N Palit of Ukhia circle, for
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BIRD FLU

Strict border vigilance
to prevent entry of
Indian poultry

Pinax1i Roy

The government has asked the
Bangladesh Rifles and police to
strengthen vigilance on the bor-
ders to ensure that no poultry
products and pet birds enter into
the country from India, where
lethal avian flu virus H5N1 has
been foundin poultry.

Following the bird flu virus
outbrggk in Maharashtra state of
India, the government yesterday
called an cmergency inter-
ministerial meeting where poultry
industryleaders were also present.

The meeting asked concerned
officials to increase surveillance
and decided notl to import any
poultry chicks from France where
virus H5N1 was found recently,

Earlier, the government decided
not to import chicks from some
European and Asian countries
including Indiawhere low and high
pathogenic avian influenza virus
was found.

Since carly 2003, the H5N1
strain has killed at least 91 people,
mostly in Southeast Asia. The virus
can infect humans in close contact
withbirds.

There is, however, no evidence
still now that it can pass from
humanto human.

The recent bird flu virus out-
break in India poses a direct threat
to the country's poultry industry.as
neither the government nor any
private organisation has bird flu
vacecinges.

“Wedonothave any fluvaccina-
tion facilities in our country. We do
notknowwhatwillhappen ifthe flu
starts to spread here,” said eminent
poultry vaccine expert Md Monzur
Murshid.

“The government should have
taken the issue seriously and
arranged vaccines,” he added.

Pharmaceutical company
Roche has imported only 3,000
doses of Tamiflu vaccine, which is
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Power shortage may

double in summer
Generation-supply gap

to hit 1,800 MW

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With the summer nearing fast, the
gap between the electricity supply
and demand is widening, making
the power crisis across the country
even graver.

As many power plants closed
recently have yet to resume pro-
duction, the power shortage is
likely to double during the coming
summer and the gap between
supply and generation may hit the
1,800 MW mark.

As ofyesterday evening, none of
the plants could start working,
Although the officials say the cur-
rently the shortfallin power supply
amounts to 800 MW a day, the
actual figure hovers around 1,200
MW

Officials said the existing power
plants under the Power
Development Board (PDB) yester-
day evening generated 3,025 MW
againsta demand of 3,850 MW.

According to them, the demand
during the peak season [sumnimet]
would go beyond 4,200-4,500 MW.

But the power generation capacity
willtTemain almost the same unless
the closed plantsarein operation.

They observed that the shortage
would remain high even after
resumption of the plants, as the
alliance government could not
increase the generation capacity.
The government in last four years
could set up only 100-MW Tongi
powerplant.

The gap between demand and
supply is increasing also for the
government's giving new power
connections without increasing
the country's capacity to produce
electricity, asource said.

As a result, power supply to
many areas in Dhaka and else-
where are disrupted frequently,
meaning immense sufferings for
the people.

The farmers seem to be the
worst affected as they face tremen-
dous difficulties inirrigation due to
theenergyshortage.

Sources said the power shortfall
in the greater Dhaka was around
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Al leader loses
hand to bomb
in Khulna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

A ward unit president of Awami

League (AL) was critically injured

in a bomb attack in front of the

p.'uli;] office at Phulbari Gate in
alastnight.

Unidentified assailants hurled
the bomb on ShaikhYunus, 54, also
the commissioner of ward No. 2 of
Khulna City Corporation, when he
was coming out of the office at
around 9:15pm,

His right hand was severed on
impactoftheblast.

Yunus, who came under another
bomb attack on January 4, was
rushed to Khulna Medical Col]cgc
Hospitalin acritical condition.

AL activists and locals barri-
caded Khulna-Jessore Highway in
protest at the attack. The demon:
strations were going on till filing of
thisreportat 11:30pm.

Cabinet talks
much-changed
procurement
law today

RejauL Kariv BYRON

The draft Public Procurement Law,
2006 has undergone a sea change
with somesections deleted or modi-
fied and a few new ones added that
frustrates the very aim of the law --
to’ bring transparency in public
procurement, sources said.

Thenew-look bill that now lacks
wir clear-cut punitive provisions

| be tabled at a cabinet meeting
today, sources said.

The provision for an independ-
ent review panel has been drasti-
cally altered. According to the
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13 get Ekushey
Padak, ministers
dropped from list

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Prme Minister's Office has
approved the list of 13 personalities
forthe Exushey Padak excluding the
names offive nominated ministers,
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
today presents the Ekushey Padak
at a function at Osmani Memorial

Hnﬂlm]mcug
The award recipients are presi-
dent's wife Prof Anwara Begum,
University Grants Commission
Chairman Prof Asaduzzaman,
former vice-chancellor of
Jahangirnagar University Prof
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2
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Rab men deployed with sniffer dogs at the Central Shaheed Minar as part of stepped up security ahead of Amar
Ekushey and International Mother Language Day to be observed tomorrow.

Biman cuts int'l flights,
to lease 2 aircratt to
maintain schedule

Tender to be floated by tomorrow

REAZ AHMAD

Amidst schedule chaos, the Biman
Bangladesh Airlines yesterday
decided to ocut in international
flights as an immediate solution
and lease two aircraft to improve
upon its dwindling fleet.

The Biman management at a
meeting with State Minister for
Civil Aviation Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir decided to float tender by
tomorrow for dry lease of two
aircraftin a bid to recover from the
schedule disarray caused by
grounding ofits three DC-10s and
oneairbus.

The Biman also made an
impromptu decision to reduce
flight frequencies on three inter-
national routes, cutting one flight
from Dhaka each from the weekly
two Rights to New York, six to

London and seven toJeddah.

While the reduction on Dhaka-
London and Dhaka-Jeddah routes
comes into effect immediately,
that on the Dhaka-New York route
will be made effective ftom March
13 as passengers have already
booked tickets up to then.

The Biman will also review its
whole flight schedule and ge for
further cuts in frequencies on
other international routes
between February 21 and March
27.The national airlines is expect-
ing to gear up its poor fleet situa-
tion prior to the commencement
of next summer schedule from
March 28.

Failing to arrange any aircraft,
the Biman cancelled its scheduled
flight of Dhaka-Dubai-Brussels-
New York route last night and
feared delay in its next flight

scheduled for this afternoon.

The Biman DC-10 aircraft
grounded in Brussels en route
New York last Wednesday is
expected to return home by today
after necessary repairing, official
sotirces said.
other DC-10s and one airbus still
remained in hangar,

Talking to the BBC Bangla
service last night, Mirza Fakhrul
Islam acknowledged failures in
Biman's fleet planning and inabil -
ity to procure sufficient aircraft
due to financial insolvency.

He claimed that there was no
interference from his ministry
into Biman management but
refrained from commenting on
what had happened before he
took the office.

Gujarat poultry
farmer dies
of avian flu

PALLAE BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

A poultry farmer died of suspected
avian flu inwestern state of Gujarat
while health workers yesterday
carried out mass culling and vacci-
nation of chickens in neighbouring
Maharashtra state, aday after India
was hitbybird flu.

The 27-year-old poultry farmer
from Nandurbar district of
Maharashtra, who was admitted to
a Surat hospital in Gujarat, died on
Friday, District Collector of Surat
Vatsala Vasudev said. They are
awaiting the blood-test report of
the dead to confirm ifhe died ofthe
flu, headded.

Animal Husbandry
Commissioner § K
Bandhyopadhya, however, said in
New Delhi that no case of avian flu
in human beings had been reported
50 far, adding that the situation was
beingclosely monitored.

Ten people, including a mother
and her son, were hospitalised in
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Kafco to set up
$500m second
plant

JASIMUDDIN KHAN

Country's top joint-venture fertil-
izer company, Karnaphuli
Fertilizer Company Limited
(Kafco), will set up asecond unitat
acostof$500 million.

Kafco Managing Director Peter A
May, in an interview with a selective
group of journalists at his Dhaka
office yesterday, revealed the com-
pany's investment plan for the sec-
ondunitwith a capacityofproducing
2,500 tonnes offertilizer aday.

He said Kafco emerged as the
highest profit earning corporate
venture in Bangladesh within a
shorl span of time since its estab-
lishment.
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WIDENING RiCH-POOR GAP

No thing but age changes for |
the extreme poor

INAM AHMED

butage.

. PHOTO, STAR
Sakhina, mentioned in the report, looks helpless as she neither can get microcreditnor does she
have an access to any source of income.

On this vast char land/in the north, nothing changes

In the fading twilight, Sakhina wraps the pinkwrap-
per around her tight and walks fast, cutting across a
wheat field. She has to reach Baraigram village before
darkness descends. Her hopes are pinned there. She
needs tourgently raise Tk 15,000 to see her 14-year-old
daughter married offto afarmhand and the Baraigram
villagers promised to see to it. In her 21 years of mar-
ried life, Sakhina could not save a single dime and
today, when the time has come for her daughter's
wedding, she feels helpless.

"I am a labourer," she says. "When I'came to my
husband’s home 21 years ago, he had nothing, not
even acow. AndIstillhave nothing."

Not entirely true; she has got the marks of age and
hardships on her face, deep lines run across her sun-
burnt skin. And she has now twa children, a paralysed
husband who needs medicines every day, two ducks
and two chickens. They all depend on Sakhina, who
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CEC keeps his two old
colleagues in dark

Reviews progress of voter list preparation

STARF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) MA Aziz and two new elec-
tion commissioners yesterday sat
to review the progress of the con-
troversial work of preparing a fresh
voter list but refused to reveal
detailstothemedia.

The two other election' commis-
sioners, M Munsef Ali and AK
Mohammad Ali, who have all along
opposed the preparation for the
fresh voter list, were not invited to

the discussion on the field level
task. which ends today.

"] don't know anything about
the meeting. Nobody informed me
about it," Mohammad Ali told The
Daily Star.

The officials at the Election
Commission (EC) Secretariat
attending the discussion, however,
refused to call it a "meeting”, say-
ing they only reviewed the progress
ofthe ongoingtask.

The field level task for collectin
and scrutinising information o

prospective voters has continued
ignoring the January 4 High Court
(HE) cﬁrcctl\res for revising the
existing electoral roll.

Meanwhile, sources said the field
level information collectors have not
yetreached manyeligible voters.

EC Secretariat officials yester-
day said the work on the draft voter
list will start tomorrow and con-
tinue up to March 12! In case any
voter was missed during the wor
of collecting information, his/her
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Bangladesh meet
Sri Lanka in
first ODI today

BISHWAJIT ROY from Bogra

The Shaheed Chandu Stadium in
Bograwill be baptised as aninterna-
tional venue today when
Bangladesh take on visiting Sri
Lankain their first one-day intema-
tional ofa three-match series here.

The day-night affair will start at

3

:30pm.

'I?ll,‘ match will be marked by the
retirement of former Bangladesh
captain Khaled Mahmud, who on
Sunday has decided to quit from
theinternational game.

ESPN and the state-run
Bangladesh Television (BTV) will
telecast the maltch live from the
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