Extravaganza of
colours
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HE recent exhibition "Ap-

pointment” brings together
the works of many well-
known local artists at Shilpangan.
It culls the paintings of artists like
Hamiduzzaman Khan, Abdus
Shakoor, Alakesh Ghosh,
Shakhawat Hussain, Ranjit Das,
Mokhlesur Rahman, Ivy Zaman,
Kanak Chanpa Chakma, Khaled
Mahmud Mithu, Rafi Haque, Javed
Jalil, Anukul Mujumdar and Iffat
AraDewan.

Hamiduzzaman says, "I['ve been
fascinated by the twists and turns
of the contours of faces. In these
faces one finds both the male and
the female shapes." They some-
times bring in elements of spiritu-
ality and loneliness. The colours
have been minimised in the water-
colours so that one sees a lot of
brownswith delicate hints of white
andred as highlights, The inclusion

At Noon by Kanak Chanpa Chakma

of hislandscapes from St Martinsis
also stirring in the manner he has
brought in the daylight merging
withthe water and sand.

Shahadat Hussain, who has
been in Paris for 14 years at a
stretch, is here with some of his
works. These have a definite fla-
vourof their own. The theme of the
paintings, in mixed media, is Exis-
tence in ‘71 and the faces that he
has presented in geometrical forms
are symbols of pain and struggle.
Folk motifs and simple triangular
images have been presented in
buoyant colours.

Kanak Chanpa Chakma's At
Noon, a delightful acrylic brings in
a woman in Rangamati, busy with
her work. Nature around her has
been delineated in pristine shades
ofgoldand turquoise.

Alakesh Ghosh's mastery over
landscapes has been clearly seenin
great expanses of the wealth of
trees in the countryside, seen

againstwashes of pure bluesky and
foldsof beige earth.

Ivy Zaman has four bronze
pieces representing faces taken
from villages that she has visited.
Along with her sculpture work are
herlandscapes from Khaghrachari.
She has brought in hills, trees,
thatched houses and the local
people going their way peacefully.
The use of sweeps of bottle green
overwhelms theviewer.

Mokhlesur Rahman's woodcuts
have brought in details of nature
where the land mingles with the
walter, revealing mud, sand, stones
and tiny forms of flora. The swirls of
water and land are in brown, blue
and black. Two of his other prints
bring in traditional twilight and
sunsetscenes

Ranjit Das brings in the charm of
our local girlsin simple sketches in
black and white with a wash. They
are standing and staring across a
river. His landscapes too are stir-
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Marina: Dedicated to classical

music
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Existence by Shahadat Hussain

ring. The trees, boats, trees, houses
and people have been brought in
with simple but dramaticstrokes.

Javed Jalil brings in what he calls
Internal landscapes, with gliding
and sliding colours. The hues and
lines twist and turn and form
images and sensations. He says,
“It's not landscape which we nor-
mally see: It's been built out of my
imagination. The forms are there
but the line work is not that visible.
Turmoil of the soil is a landscape
underground with figures, Suniy
street similarly evokes a sun
washed dayinwinter."

Iffat Am Dewan has delicate lines
to present heroil pastel of aparachita
flowers inwvase. In her other sketch is
alittle shop selling odd bits and ends
like bread, fruit and other knick-
knacks, Her third piece is a display of
scattered shefaliflowers.

The exhibition brings forth the
cream of our local talent in paint-

ing.

*Mero Allah Meharban,” lilted
husky voiced classical singer
Marina Ahmad Alam when she
dropped into The Daily Star
office a few days back. As silence
descended on an otherwise busy
workplace, one could well imag-
ine the response to her perfor-
mance in the recent National
Music Festival. Now back in New
York where she lives, she took the
time to pay a brief visit to our
daily.

The festival, she says, was a
watershed in her music career
since it marked her first public
performance in Bangladesh.
Among the tagas she performed
were Rageshari and Nat Bhairav,
while she rendered her maiden
Bangla kheyal, titled Srinkhala
Bhumendole. As she maintains,
“The audience was very recep-
tive. It felt good to win such
appreciation, particularly in
one's own country.”

What puts Marina in a class of
her own is her 18-year associa-
tionwith Padmabhushan Pandit
Jasraj, the maestro of North
Indian classical music. She has
the rare privilege of studying
classical music, more specifi-
cally the Mewati gharana, under
the guru--spending around five
to six months in Mumbai
towards this end. In addition,
she trains in classical music with
Manik Bhide in the Jaipur
gharana.

Marina is widely travelled.
Along with Panditji, she has
toured and performed in the US
extensively--at the Carnegie
Hall, Town Hall (both in New
York), Tampa in Florida and
elsewhere. Other stops are in
Canada and London, In India
she has touched down on Delhi,

Marlna Alam(R) makes her Bangladesh debut at the recant Ha!mna! Music Festwai

Mumbai, Kolkata, Pune and
Aurangabad.

Working with Panditji is ardu-
ous, points out Marina, Often
after a performance draws to a
close, an exhausted musical
team may be called on to prac-
tice once more--even in the wee
hours of 2 am. Yet, says Marina,
few can compete with Panditji as
ateacher. She recalls stimulating
musical camps in Mumbai
where he would give instruc-
tions on various ragas--or
maybe call on the singers to go
and have an icecream. A grateful
Marina recalls how Panditji
allowed her to travel along with
her then young son.

“Even when people don't
understand classical music, they
may just break into tears when
Panditji performs. Itwould be no
exaggeration to say that his
singing transports one to a dif-

The audience was
very receptive. It
felt good to win
such appreciation,
particularly in
one's own country
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ferent plane and has a touch of
the divine,” says an enthused
Marina.

Marina has a wide repertoire
and also performs thumris,
ghazals and bhajans. She has
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recently been experimenting
with more contemporary styles
such as jazz fusion, which
uniguely combines the depth of
the Indian classical style with the
free-flowing motion of jazz.

What's in store for the tal-
ented singer? She wants to be a
professional singer for sure,
Then there is her teaching. She
instructs 100 students in classi-
cal dance in Washington DC,
New Jersey and Connecticut.
Most of the young ones are Indi-
ans, but there are also Ameri-
cans, Britons and other nation-
alities. One of her best students,
says Marina, is British.

Marina putsin gruelling hours
for practice. She is so totally
absorbed’ by her medium' that
she has little time to Socialise.
Here's to Marina and her mellif-
luous voice,

Shyamal Chhaya goes
to Prague Film Festival

Humayun Ahmed's movie Shyamal
Chhaya has been invited to the
Prague’ Film Festival-2006; says a
press release, The 13th Prague Film
Festival continues from March 23 to
31. Besides screening films, the

festival also features TVshows.
Earlier the movie had been nomi-

nated from Bangladesh to compete
in the foreign language category of
Oscar-2006.

Shaon, Riaz, Tania, Ahmud Rubel
and others are the major castmem-
bers of the film. Shyamal Chhaya is
anImpress Tele-film production.

Kabitalap Award ‘06
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(L-R, seated) Poet Belal Chowdhury, M Shahjahan Bhulyan and poet Al
Mahmud seen with other award recipients atthe programme.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Cultural organisation Kabitalap
honoured the country's poets and
cultural personalities in two catego-
riesinafunction. The progmmme on
February 13, was held at the VIP
lounge oftheNational Press Club.
Poet Shamsur Rahman, poet Al
Mahmud, managing director of
Prime Bank Limited, M’ Shahjahan
Bhulyan, artist Munir Khan, and poet
Bishnupod Sinhawere the Kabitalap
Awardrecipientsinthe firstcategory.
The sécond category was dedi-
cated to the poets of the 70s. The

recipients of the Kabitalap Literature
Award were pocts: Shihab Sarkar,
Abu Karim, Atahar Khan, Mahbub
Hasan, Jafrul Ahsan, Hasan Hafiz,
Nasir Ahmed, Sayeed Hayder, Kamal
Choudhury, Hafizur Rahman,
Nasiruzzaman, Kamal Mahmud,
Sayeed Kamrul, Nazim Shahriar and
Arponuzzaman. After the prize giving
ceremony, the programme was fol-
lowed by a discussion session, pre-
sided overby M Shahjahan Bhuiyan.
The award recipients jointly
extended their gratitude to Kabilalap
and Prime Bank Limited for their
supportto artandliterature.
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Norah Jones
to star in Wong
Kar-wai's drama

A¥FP

ULS! fazz-pop singer Norah Jones will

make her sereen debut in an English-
language film by acclaimed Hong
Kong director Wong Kar-wai, a press
reportsaidyesterday,

The Grammy winner will star in a
film about Hurricane Katrina, Hong
Kong's Oriental Daily News said,
citing industry sources. As usual,
Wongwill shoot the pictiure withouta
script.

The paper also said another Wong
effort, The Lady from Shanghai, origi-
nally set for last year and to be led by
Hollywood star Nicole Kidman, will
be postponed until 2007 as he is still
searching forasuitablemalelead.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Rishilpi an Italian NGO, has launched
an innovative cultural programme to
generate awareness about the dan-
gers of early marriage and eliminate
this deleterious practice. The
programme began recently at Shalley,
a remote village in Sadar Upazilla. It
will also cover Khejurdanga, Alipur,
Taltola, Kapasdanga and Machkhola
villages. The function will conclude
Marchend.

The NGO had launched the
programme under the banner of
Amar Sonar Poribar, which is
implementing the laudable
programmes. The cultural
programmes included Baul songs
and Jari Gaan, drama, tecitation
and dance. After the programme,
people from all walks of life vowed
to fight against early marriage and
save society from the menace. The
NGO will arrange similar
programmes in eight different
venues especially in the rural ‘areas
and will also arrange motivational

programmes and rallies.

Awareness programime on
early marriage

Bolal Das parfnrms a Baul song at lha awareness programme on early

marriage in a remote village
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