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‘Bashonto' celebrated with zeal

ERSHAD Kamo

Aha aaji ¢ Bashont-e koto phool
phote
Kotobanshibajey

Kotopakhigaye

HE spirit of romanticism in

Tagore's song was reflected
on the soul of every enthusi-
astic individual who gathered to
celebrate the Pahela Phalgun, the
first day of Bashonto (spring).
When the first ray of the sun
touched the earth, young girls in
bashonti (mustard) sarees, mari-
golds in their hair and the young
men in bright panjabi gathered 'at
the Dhaka University (DU) campus
tocelebrate theday.

The main attraction of Pahela
Phalgun was the cultural event at
Bakultala premises of Institute of
Fine Arts, DU. Renowned cultural
activists of the country under the
banner of Jatiyo Bashonto Ulshol
Utjapan Parisad arranged the
programme. The celebration
began with Bashonto Kathan (Dis-

RUNA LAILA

Valentine's Day is a special day
when one expresses his/her special
feelings for that special someone.
In that sense, one's Valentine can
also be a dear friend. My Valentine
is obviously myhusband, Alamgir.

1 usually like to celebrate the day
with a quiet dinner with my hus-
band and we exchange gifts.

Celebrating Valentine's Day
originated from the western world
and it's a recent phenomenon in
our country. However, 1 don't see
anvthing wrong with doing some-
thing special for the one you love
on February 14,

AYUB BACHCHU

I don't believe in'a "special” day to
celebrate love. I consider myself a

The colourful celebration at Charukala premises

cussion on Spring) by poet
Shamsur Rahman and Wahidul
Haque. Later, Kazi Arif, secretary

i

loving, caring and passionate
individual who believes love
should be celebrated every day of

general of the organisation, dis-

cussed the elaborate activities

planned onthe special oceasion.
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Shyama Rahman, Khairul Anam
Shakil, Masum Zahid Khan and
Mahmud' Selim rendered songs

the year. I'guess in that sense one
can say I'm indifferent when it
comes to celebrating Valentine's

Day.
However, I do appreciate others
celebrating this day.

while Hasan Arif and Pragna
Laboni recited poems on Spring.
Moreover, singers of Chhayanaut,
Shurer Dhara, Dhrubotan, Udichi
and Sangeet Bhaban rendered
chorus songs on the season.
Brightly attired dancers of BAFA,
Nrityanandan, Spandan and
Nandan Kala Kendra performed in
the morning session of the
programme,

Besides, several TSC-centric
students' organisations such as
Jayodhwani, Ka' Jona, Dhaka Uni-
versity Musical Academy,
Baikantha, Prakash, Muktodhara,
and others rendered songs at the
TSC Auditorium. Another attrac-
tion of the programme was Jufi-
Bitarko (couples participating in a
debate), in which the activists of
DDhaka University Debating Society
participated in'a mock debate on
love.

Several students' organisations
of Jahangirnagar University
arranged programmes to celebrate
the first day of Bashonto aswell.

This Valentine's day I'll be busy.
performing in two concerts at
NandanParkandWonderland.

TARANA HALIM

Valentine's Day is for one person--in
my case my husband, Ahmed Rubel.
However, 1 prefer to regard it as an
occasion to remember other loved
ones aswell, such asone's children,
parentsandin-laws.

As for Valentine's Day being a
western concept, itis not a bad intro-
duction. Ifwe can have occasions like
Mother's Day, Father's Day, what's
wrongwithadoptingValentine's Day.

Rubel and I will'not exclude the
children on this day. If we can we
will go to the Jamuna bridge resort.
If for some reason--exams and so
on- we cannot go out we will dine
out,

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

To mark Valentine's Day, Channel-i
will air a special play titled Baji
tonightat 10 pm. Selected from 1909
stories submitted in the 'Nescafe
Coffeemate- Weekly 2000 Contestof
Romantic Stories 2006, the plot by
Qazi Zebunnisa has been adapted
for the play by Anisul Huq. Arif Khan
hasdirected the play,

Baji revolves around Aadil and
Ratri. Aadil is a young man who is
popular with women. However, he
has yet to find the woman of his
dreams, Ratri has heard of Aadil.
Oneday she accepts a dare from her
friends -- to make Aadil fall for her.
Doesshe win the bet? ;

Nobel and Aupi’ Karim have
donned theleadrolesinthe play.

There is also a quiz contest based
on the play. Viewers can send their
answers to vgolpo2006@yahoo.com
‘or can SMS to 0171405020 and
0171405010, The first prizewinner
will get two Dhaka-Cox's Bazar-
Dhaka tickets and also accommo-
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TV play Baji on Channel i

Aupi Karim and Nobel in a scene from Baji

dation for two for two-days, three-
nights at Hotel Seagull. The second
prizewinner (plus a companion)
will get a chance to dine with Nubel

Bappa Majumdar and Shakila Zafar to perform in Bhalobashar Bashonto

and Aupi Karim at the Radisson
Water Garden. The third prizewin-
ner will get a gift voucher for Taka
5,000.

Musical programme and
documentary on ntv

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Valentine'sDay

Today ntv will telecast a special docu-
mentary Valentines Day at 3:15pm.
Produced by Mohammed
Shahbuddin the show focuses on the
history of Valentine's Day, what love
means to people, expression of love
andmuchmore.
SamiaRahmanisthehostoftheshow.

BhalobasharBashonto
Bhalobashar Bashonto, a $pecial
musical programme on Valentine's
Day will be aired at 6:50 pm. The
programme features popular singers
Asif; Shakila Zafar, Fahmida Nabi,
Bappa Majumdar, SD Rubel, Ankhi
Alamgir, Kanak Champa, Robi
ChowdhuryandAlamAraMinu.

The best days in the lives of Lala Rukh and Tawfique

“Favza HAQ

Lala Rukh Selim and Tawfiqur
Rahman met when they were stu-
dentsatthe Institute of Fine Arts, DU
“Itwas easy to get to know Tawlique
intimately as we went out together
for outdoor sketching. He was three
years senior to me. Thatis the way we
got to know each other. After 10
months of courtship we got married.
I was in the second year while
Tawfigue was in the fifth year"
recalls Lala Rukh,

Lala Rukh says that her family did
not favour their marriage as they
were so young. However eventually
they. agreed to the match as the
young couple were clearabout their
aspirations. As it happened, Lala
Rukh says, her family didn't go in for
arranged marriages. Her most
romaftic moment was het marriage
but such moments keep oceurring
evennow. "Thatisthe fun of havinga
long-standing relationship,” she
says. "Since we got married so young
we grew up together," she continues.

Lala Rukh and Tawfique sharing am

"We understand how the other
person feelsand thinks,"

She says that you could count
their romantic moments from when
they began going together, such as
when they went to Sonargaon on a

oment of bliss

rainy day. There were other great
moments, as when they leamnt they
were going to have their child. Right
after they got married they went to
Chittagong and this was exhilarating
indeed. They went to India, a year

after their marriage, to Ajanta and
Ellora, Delhi and Kolkata and these
were memorable moments for them.

Tawfique says they were friends
from the outset as Lala Rukh was
keen on studying sculpture. "One
moming Lala Rukh came to my
house in Shaymoli. At that thatitwas
averyromantic place, surrounded by
waterways. I didn't knowat that tirne
if thatwas simplya gesture of friend-
ship or whether it indicated love.
Through the window we could see
the wet scenery around us! Inciden-
tally, Dhali Al Mamun was also visit-
ing me. At that time we realised we
wereinlove,

"We often went out in the rainy
seasons, having dalpuri and' tea,
When we'd gone to Sonargaon we
didn't even have an umbrella, and
protected ourselves with a banana
leaf, We got married in one of her
friend's house; and had our honey-
moon in Dhali AlMamun's placein
Chittagong under a torn mosquito
net which Lala Rukh spent half the
nightstitching," Tawfiqueadds.
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Valentine's Day: A day just for love (?)

KARIM WAHEED

Its that time of year again folks.
February 14 -- a day when star-
struck lovers all around the
world shower each other with
some TLC (tender love and
care). The tradition is catching
onin our countryas well.

If one' contemplates, it
becomes apparent that “a spe-
cial day to celebrate love” has
been handily placed on the
calendar -- the second' day of
Bashonto (Spring). A perfect
{almost) day to celebrate love
with blossoming flowers, tweet-
ing birds and a soothing south-
ern breeze, The fact that the
object of your affection gets a
chance to further doll up herself
with flowers of the season,
wearing bright colours and the
whole nine yards, does have an
extra kick. Not just the ambi-
ance, added delights of the day
include special cultural

programmes, dinners and gifts.
One can rightfully assume Val-
entine's Day is fast becoming a
part of our urban culture.

Now all amorous thoughts
aside, let's be rational. Do peo-
ple in love really need a “spe-
cial” day to celebrate their
affection for each other? With
divorces/separations on the

rise, and puppylnue becoming #

invalid'in just days, love affairs

have become more fragile than 3

a Bollywood superstar's
career/romance.

A senior citizen watches a
starry eyed young man buying a
cell phone as a Valentine's Day
gift for his paramour at
Bashundhara City Mall and
jadedly remarks between chew-
ing betel leaves, “Kids today! In
my day, we didn't have anything
called 'Valentine's Day'. As
students we didn't have enough
money to splurge. We just used
to write poems or thoughtful
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notes to our beloved and that
seemed to work just fine. We
didn't need a 'special day' to

celebrate love.” Good point: if
it's true love we're talking about,
everyday should be regarded
“special”.

“But what about some of us,
who are still doing the 'solo act’
(intentionally or unintention-
ally)? How come there is no
special day for us?” -- asks a
college student who has reasons

to be bitter. “How come it's
always us, guys, who have to get
expensive gifts?" -- asks a per-
turbed 25+ shopping for a gift for
his girlfriend.

Hallmark and similar others are
cashing in on cards and gift items
targeting Valentine's Day; this day
is candy makers' dream come true,
Clubs, theme parks are puiting
together romantic evenings that
include dances and musical per-
formances by popular artistes
singing mushy songs. TV channels
are coming up with “special” plays.
Why? Because we don't get enough
of sappy TV plays where 30 some-
thing actors playing college-goers
deliver cheesy romantic dialogues
with panache.

The question still remains; do
we need a “special” day to cele-
brate love? Or is it just another
commercial move by lucrative
organisations in the guise of
altruistic promotion for love?
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