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BANGALADESH COAST GUARD
AT A GLANCE

The sea areas of Bangladesh in the Bay of Bengal are of immense value and impartance to the country
and its people, The Bay Is very rich with marine fisheries resources. Some of the important fishing
grounds are Swatch of no ground, South Patches, Middle Ground and Kohinoor Point. These fishing
grounds attract many local fishermen and also Ilfegal fishermen from forelgn countries. Besides gas
fields have been discovered in the area and there Is good prospect of striking oil. The livelihood of
millions of people of Bangladesh and the economy of the country Is greatly dependent on its resources
in sea areas and Its Innumerable rivers, Cansidering the importance of safequarding national interest
and maintaining law and order in these areas, Bangladesh Coast Guard was formed in the month of
Septamber 1994,

Coast Guard s a paramllitary force, under the Ministry of Home Affairs and is mainly responsible for
law enforcement in maritime zones under national jurisdiction. Apart from her preliminary functions
,Coast Guard is also expected to piay a supportive role to the Navy during wartime .However ,due to
the nature of functions and Its limited armament capacity ,supportive role of Coast Guard to the Navy
In time of war will necessarily be a corollary to its main job.

Requirement of Coast Guard

Three fourth of the earth surface Is covered with oceans, seas and lakes. Nature has stored huge
wealth in the oceans and seas for the sustenance of all creations. For a thickly populated country like
Bangladesh, exploration, extraction and protection of wealth at sea are of great importance for national
development and interests. Throughout the |ast few decades, maritime interests of the coastal states
have grown manifold due to Increased economic activities at sea areas. Technological development has
tremendously accelerated the volume and scope of activities at sea,

Due to lack of monitoring and survelllance capabilities, forgign ships coming to Bangladesh or taking
passage through Bangladesh waters safely dump harmful wastes and pollute our sea areas. Such
dumping and OIl slicking is causing environmental hazards to our coastal areas. It Is the Coast Guard's
respansibilities to stop such activities to protect the natural environment in the sea and coastal areas.

A vast number of ships and crafts of various sizes and types operate at sea for trade, commerce,
fishing, research, recreational activities, exploration and extraction of oil, gas and minerals and many
ather purpdses. To ‘exercise effective control, ensure safety and security and protect national and
International Interests at sea, certain national and international laws and regulations have been
implemented to look after all diversified activities, Here comes the role of the Coast Guard as prime
national law enforcing authority at sea.

It is pertinent to mention that over 90% of the country's exports and imports travel through the
seaparts at Chittagong and Mongla. A safe, efficlent and effective marine-transportation system for
these two seaports supports a chain of economic actlvities, generating jobs and contributing to the
national economy. Ensuring safety of this marine-transportation system [s, therefore, of vital
importance.

The coastal area is prone to natural calamity. The area s frequently hit by severe cyclona causing
colossal damage to lives and properties, Thus very often the people working at sea or living in coastal
areas need to be rescued or evacuated, Moreover, due to geographical proximity to the Golden Triangle
and the Golden Crescent the country Is vulnerable as a transit for drug trafficking to ather countries, In
this context, both the seaports of the country are focal points, where positive control has to be
established to check drug trafficking. ¢

Since the independence of the country, the Bangladesh Navy has been performing the Coast Guard
duties |n addition to its basic duties of maritime defence in the vast area of the sea. But with the
gradual increase of responsibilities and workload, It has become difficult and Inconvenient for the navy
to cope with the increasing volume of policing duties at sea and at the same time pursue her primary
role like any other Navies of the world. Moreover, the navy has certain legal limitations in performing
the policing duties at sea. Besides, If the navy Is engaged in law enforcement duties, where foreign
personnel and ships are involved, the level of deployed force may be considered disproportionataly
higher, which may not be desirable from the diplomatic point of view.

To overcome all these difficuities, a decision was taken by the present government to form a Coast
Guard and subsequently the Coast Guard Act 1994 was passed by the parliament in September 1994,
Formally, the Coast Guard came Into being on 14 February 1995 and started her operational activities in
a very modest way in December 1995 with two patrol craft received from Bangladesh Navy on loan,

Role of the Coast Guard

The fundamental role of Coast Guard Is to protect the sea users, the environment, and the national
economic and security interests and law enforcement In maritime zones under national jurisdiction.
Apart from her primary peacetime functions the Coast Guard Is also assigned to play supportive role to
the Navy during wartime. The role of the Coast Guard have been clearly defined in the Coast Guard Act
1994 as follows:

Primary

a. Preserve national Interests at sea .

b. Fishery protection.

c. Prevent illegal Immigration through the sea areas.

d. Pollution control.

e. Piracy control,

f. Ensure safety of people working in sea areas of Bangladesh.

g. Prevent smuggling and trafficking of lllegal arms and narcotics, drugs etc.

h. Participate in relief and rescue operations during natural calamities and salvage men and
materials.

}. Prevention of forest.

k. Search and Rescue Operations.

I.  Carryout patrol in Bangladeshi waters.

m. Assist concerned authorities to ensure security of seaports.

n. Prevent terrorist and sabotage activities in Bangladeshl waters and assist other agencies in this
regard.

p. Carryout any other duties assigned by the government,

Secondary
Assist Bangladesh Navy during war

Bindings on Coast Guard

To protect national and international maritime Interests at sea there are various national and
International laws/ acts, which are bindings on Coast Guard to implement as the prime law enforcing
authority at sea. Such Natlonal and International laws and acts are as follows:

a. National

(1) Bangladesh Coast Guard Act 1994,

(2) Immigration Ordinance 1982.

(3) Environment Conservation Act 1995,

(4) Tarritorial Waters and Maritime Zones Act 1974,
(5) The Marine Fisherles Ordinance 1983.

(6) Merchant Shipping Ordinance 1983,

(7) The Customs Act 1969,

(8) Narcotics Control Law 1969,

(9) Protection and Conservation of Fish Act 1950.
(10) The Forest Act 1927,

{(11) The Port Act 1908.

b. International.

(1) United Nations Convention on Law of the Sea IIL of 1982,

(2) Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973.

(3) Convention on Biolagical Diversity 1992,

(4) Canvention of Protection of World Culture and Matural Heritage 1972.

To implement these pational and international laws Coast Guard (s the prime national law enfarcing
authority at sea. By doing these duties Coast Guard helps dept of Customs ,dept of Narcotics ,Ministry
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Areas of Jurisdiction

Bangladesh Coast Guard has the Jurisdiction over the entire sea areas of Bangladesh as
declared under the Territorial waters and Maritime Zong Act 1974 and adfacent land
areas along the coastal belt up to L km. Apart from the sea territory, the government
has placed all the waterways of Bangladesh including 1 km land areas from the river
banks and the waterways of Sundarban under the jurisdiction of the Coast Guard.
Besides the estuarles of all the rivers of Bangladesh and parts of these rivers up to
certaln distances upstream where mentioned, otherwise up to 5 km are within the
jurisdiction of Bangladesh Coast Guard.,

Achlevemeants

Wide range of Important duties and responsibilities over a large area of jurisdiction
have been entrusted to the Coast Guard. But, to shoulder these duties and
respansibilities, it is not yet adequately equipped and manned. Despite these
handicaps, Coast Guard is trying hard to perform its duties with meager resources
avallable under its disposal. Till date Coast Guard has apprehended smuggled goads
warth of 155 crores taka. The items were mainly wood, diesel oil, electronics, Illegal
arms, tobacco, liquors, fertilizer and narcotics etc. Moreover in Jatka Protection
Operation Coast Guard has seized substantial amount of jatka B current net, Last year,
Coast Guard was awarded "Jatio Motsya Pakkhya 2004" gold medal for positive
contribution to the fishery development sector.

Bangladesh sea ports Chittagong and Mongla are internationally considered to be pirate
prone areas as per reports published by the International Maritime Organizatian. In co-
ardination with other maritime organizations Coast Guard made special arrangements
to check this trend and as a result, intensity of piracy has been reduced considerably.

During various operations, Coast Guard has seized 55 in number arms, 189 rounds
bullets, 44 bombs and apprehended more than 1430 pirates, robbers and wanted
criminals in Sundarban areas. Coast Guard also rescued 607 in numbers child laborers
from Sundarban areas. :

Future Plan

The Coast Guard was formed with a provisional T O &E of about 435 parsonnel and
small units at Chittagong, Mongla and a support unit at Dhaka. At present Bangladesh
Coast Guard (s carrying out [ts operational duties with one IPV (Inshore Patrol Vessel),
09 Patral craft and 50 Relief boats. But according to 5 year plan Coast Guard will be
equipped with 2025 personnel, 96 different sizes patrol craft, 50 relief boats & 47
pontoan by 2009, Beside this, Coast Guard will have 03 bases and 15 stations along
the coasts of the country.

Conclusion .

With the increasing volume of economic activities in national maritime zones the
depandency of the country on sea will continue to augment. World shipping will
continue to grow, while offshore exploitation of oil and gas resources will continue to
expand from shore to deeper into waters, which need effective anforcement of law and
regulations at sea, Bangladesh Coast Guard promises to play as the prime national law-
enforcing agency at sea. By the grace of the Almighty, Bangladesh Coast Guard shall be
able to fulfil the peaple's expectation as their life saver and true Guardian at Sea In
near future.




