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It's BCB who's at fault

ﬂ\ Cricket

BISHWAJIT ROY

When Sti Lanka arrive in Dhaka on
Friday to play two Tests and three
one-day internationals it is not
unlikely for Marvan Atapattu's
men Lo come across some small yet
sigmificant protest rallies by cricket
fansofthecapital.

Do doubt that the fans in the
capital will be chanting slogans,
"Whyis therenomatch inDhaka?”

The sentiment is already run-
ning high since the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB), having failed
to prepare two prospective city
venues in time, opted to hold the
first two ODIs and the second Test
in Bogra while third ODI and the
first Test at Chittagong,

It is good news indeed that
Bogra got the unique epportunity
of hosting both Test and one-day
matches after winning 1CC
approval along with two more
venuesinthe countryrecently.

Nobody would also mind to see
international matches being played
at different parts of the country but
the way Dhaka has been ignored
since the boardhad decided to forfeit
its claim on the Bangabandhu
National Stadium for a new home at
Mirpur's Sher-e-Bangla Stadium,
raised afeweyebrows.

Injured Sehwag,
Harbhajan to
fly home

AP, Lahore

Indian opener Virender Sehwag
and off-spinner Harbhajan Singh
are selto return home afterinjuries
ruled themoutof the ongoing one-
day series against Pakistan, offi-
cials said Monday.
"Sehwag has a left posterior
shounlder muscle injury which was
te-aggravated whilst batting in the
second one-day match on Saturday
and he has been advised twwo weeks
rest," chiefselector Kiran More said.
More said Sehwag needs to rest
before India's three-match Test
and seven-match one-day series at
home against England nextmonth.
Sehwag hit 67 in India's seven-
wicketwin inthe second one-dayer
against Pakistan at Rawalpindi. The
five-match seriesisnowlevel at1-1
and the third one-dayer was being
played Mondayin Lahore.
Harbhajan, who failed to get a
wicket in the preceding two Tests,
injured his finger in the third and
final Test in Karachi, He missed the
first two one-day matches.
"Harbhajan's index finger
injury of the right hand still has
swelling and he has been advised
seven to 10 days rest, " said More.
Harbhajan is seen as the key to
India's plans in the home series
againstEngland

Indian fans'
tough time
in Lahore

ARP, Lahore

Indian cricket fans complained
Monday that they had to overcome
ticketing and immigration prob-
lems to watch the third one-day
international between Pakistan
andIndiain Lahore,

Around 4,500 fans crossed the
border on Sunday then had to wait
several hoursto pickup tickets they
had booked on the Intermnet -- and
some missed the first half of the
match because they were still
waitingon Monday.

‘Three peoplewere also injured on
Sunday as thousands tried to rush
across the border at Wagah, near
Lahore, to see the match between the
long-time SouthAsian rivals.

“I' got my ticket after 18 hours of
struggle and it was a bitter experi-
ence,” said Manish Kumar, who
came fromRohtakinHaryana, India.

Fans criticised Pakistaniauthor-
ities for only giving three-day visas
forthe game at Gaddafi Stadium.

SEE PAGE 14 COL 2

The board for an umpteenth
time blamed the National Sports
Council (NSC), which is the custo-
dianofall sporting structures ofthe
country, for a go-slow approach of
renovating both the Mirpur
Stadium and the Fatullah Cricket
Stadium before the final inspection
of ICC inspector Roshan Mahanam
lastmonth.

But the NSC, which has created
a record of some sort by complet-
ing the construction of the Bogra
Stadiuminnine months, hitbackat
the BCB hate campaign. Not only
that, the regulatory body blamed
the BCB for a lost opportunity of
holding at least one match at the
newhomeof cricket,

An NSC official preferring ano-
nymity even questioned BCB's
sincerity of completing the renova-

tion work of the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium, which the board
got exclusivelyin October 2004.

“If I'm not mistaken the board
started the renovation work in
February last year at their own
expenses that included ground,
grand stand, media centre and shift-
ing of a few shops. They had also
appointed their nominated con-
struction finm,” said the NCS official.

“Their chosen firm was sup-
posed to complete the renovation
work before the Sri Lanka series but
suddenly the board made a U-turn
two months ago. And the most
unfortunate thing was that a few
board officials shifted the blame on
us,” hesaid.

He also refuted the claim that
the NSC was not persuasive
enough to sanction a grant from

the government to complete the
unfinishedworks at Mirpur,

“If the NSC can build an inter-
national standard stadium in
Bogra within nine months then the
completion of renovation work at
Mirpur was no big deal for us. We
are also well aware how popular
cricket is now in our country. And
honestly speaking nobody would
even dare to disregard the wish of
our cricket officials,” he said.

Interestingly, although the
board officials blamed the NSC in
one breath, they were seén shout-
ing in the January 28 executive
committee meeting to get the
approval of Tk one crore for the
construction of a tempaorary media
box, installation of an electronic
scoreboard and other facilities at
Mirpur.

PHOTO: STAR
A JOURNEY BY BUS: Bangladesh national cricketers relax in the team bus prior to their departure for
Bogra on Monday. : _

Jayawardene
says sorry to
Ponting

CRICINFO, undated

Mahela Jayawardene has apolo-
gised to Ricky Ponting for claiming
he caught the batsman's cut shot
during Sunday night's second final
atSydney.

Jayawardene was convinced he
had'taken the low-down chance,
butPonting, whohas beentryingto
forge a code of fielding honesty in
controversial decisions, stood his
ground despite the disbelief of the
Sri Lankans, and was given not out
bytheumpire Peter Parker.

"Their fielders in the close
proximity both thought that it did
carry, but I got an apology from
Mahela out on the ground,”
Ponting, who was 57 at the time,
saidin the Australian.

"He came up to me a few overs
later, a message must have come
from inside (the dressing-room)
after watching the replay and he
apologised and said: 'I'm really
sorry, Ldidn't know that it bounced
shortofme."

Ponting accepted the apology
and went on to make 124 in an
Australian-record’ partnership of
237 with Andrew Symonds. At last
year's 1CC captains’ conference
Ponting pushed for an honour
systerm where batsmen would take
theword offielders in close catches
if it is agreed on by the captains
before theseries.

The leaders said no and Ponting
last night benefited as his side
pushed the contest to a third final
atBrisbane onTuesday.

“If you saw my face, I looked at
the fielder and then turned straight
to the bowler and said 'I'm 100%
sure that didn't carry’," Ponting
said. "Otherwise I would have been
offstraight away.”

Tom' Moody, the Sri Lanka
coach, said it was obvious after
watching theincidenton television
thatit wasnot a catch. "It was quite
clear on the replay that it hit half
ground, halifinger," Moody said.

Symonds was also involved in an
incident at the end of his 151 when
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India punish Pakistan

mﬁcket

AFP, Lahore

Top Indian batsman Sachin
Tendulkar scored a; brilliant 95 as
India beat Pakistan by five wickets in
the third one-dayinternational atthe
GaddafiStadium hereonMonday.

Yuvraj Singh' also notched 79
while Mahendra Dhoni smashed a
quickfire 46-ball 72 not out as the
tourists reached the 289 target with
14 deliveries to spare to take a 2-1
leadinthefive-matchseries.

Pakistan, missing pace spear-
head Shoaib Akhtar who was ruled
out of the series with an' ankle
injury, failed to contain the power-
fulIndian batting, led by Tendulkar
and powered byYuvraj and Dhoni.

Tendulkar, dropped on 36 when
Kamran Akmal failed to get a leg-
side glance off Umar Gul, took
India to 189 before cutting Abdul
Razzaq straight to substitute Imran
Frahatat point.

Tendulkar hit 16 boundaries
and asixduringhis 104-ball knock.

Dhani, who hit 13 fours, helped
Yuvraj continue the good work
during an unfinished 102-run
stand for the sixth wicket which
came offjust 79 deliveries.

Yuvraj, who hit 82 not out in
India's win in the second match at
Rawalpindi, smashed ten bound-
aries during his87-ball knock.

India got off to a disappointing
start when Pakistan paceman
Mohammad Asif dismissed
Gautum Gambhir (two) and Irfan
Pathan (nought) in the third over,

Tendulkar then steadied the
innings with a 70-run third wicket
stand with skipper Rahul Dravid
(22) and added another 105 for the
fourth’ wicket with Yuvraj to put
Indiaon the road to victory.

Pakistan's innings was built
around Malik's fifth one-day hun-
dred. He led Pakistan's recovery
from a precarious 128-5 after
Pakistan were sent into bat in good
bowling conditions.

The 23-year-old right-hander
made a fighting 86-run stand for

the seventh wicket with Abdul
Razzaq (64 not out). Malik's 120-
ball knock was studded with eleven
boundaries and a six.

Malik, who survived a chance
on 12 when Gautum Gambhir
dropped him off paceman Sri
Sreesanth, held the innings after
left-arm fast bowlers Pathan (3-49)

and Rudra Pratap Singh (3-51)
caused the early damage,
Pathanremoved opener Salman
Butt (nought) with a sharp
outswinger off the second ball of
the innings and then had danger-
ous-looking Shahid Afridi (19) in
hisfourthover.
SEE PAGE 14 COL 2

PHOTO: AFP
India's bating maestro Sachin Tendulkar jumps toflick arising deliveryinthe
third ODl against Pakistan at the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore on Monday.

Two transfers proposed

@ Football

SPORTS REPORTER

The leagues co-ordination com-
mittee of the Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) has suggested
separate players' transfers for the
Professional League andthe Dhaka
League.

The five-member committee
headed by BEE vice-president Kazi
Salahuddin, which was given the
responsibility to chalk out a plan
for the next season, finalised its
recommendations in a meeting on
Sunday night, The BEE will discuss
the recommendations in its next
executive committee meeting,

The committee's main concern
was to set a date for the transfer as
thefootballers, who hadlastpartic-
ipated in the bourse 16 months
earlier;, have been repeatedly
demanding foratransferdate.

The booters even went as far as
boycotting practice at the national
camp but they were calmed by the
promise of a solution by mid-

February.

The committee has proposed to
start the month-long Pro-League
transfer after the conclusion of the
AEFC Challenge Cup, which will be
heldin Bangladesh from March 25-
April9.

"We want to start the Pro-
League transfer in the middie of
April and the Dhaka League trans-
fer will begin seven days after that.
Pro-League players would not be
allowed to playin any otherleague,
butifthe professional clubswant to
compete in the Dhaka League, they
will be welcomed,” said BEF dep-
uty general secretary Manzoor
Hossain Malu, also a member of
theco-ordinating committee,

Even' though the transfer is
scheduled for April-May, football-
ers will have to wait five more
months to kick the ball in a compe-
tition. The season will roll with the
Federation Cup in July. The Pro-
League and the Dhaka League --
which would be turned into a
combined Senior Division League
with Premier and First Division
clubs of the capital -- will begin

simultaneously in September,
providing the renovation of the
ground at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium finishesin time.

The Pro-League, with a 15-day
mid-season transfer, will be played
on home-and-away basis two days
every week while the Senior
Division will occupy the remaining
days. 'The players would be open
fortransferin the first season,

"We are looking forward to at
least ten teams. But even if the
numberisless, wewill startthe Pro-
League. Three clubs from Chitta-
gong and one from Khulna
spunded positive and weé will invite
all the ten Premier League clubs,”
Malusaid.

"Itis anewconcepl:We also have
problems with the ground. So we
willtake the Federation Cup outside
Dhaka. It would' be an invitational
tournament. There was a proposal
that only professional clubs should
playinthe Fed Cup.

"Qur duty would be to motivate
the clubs to join the system. We will
need their confirmation’ before
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England arrive in India

E¥¥ ) Cricket

AEP, Mumbai

A 16-member England ericket
team arrived in India on Monday
for a two-month tour described by
captain Michael Vaughan as the
"hardestofthemall”,

Vaughan's men will play three
Tests and seven one-day interna-
tionals in the cricket-mad country
where England have not won a Test
series since David Gower's tourists
won2-1in 1985,

[ think it's one of the toughest
tours around,” Vaughan was
quoted as saying on the England
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
website before the team's depar-
ture from London.

"If you look at tours around the
world, 1 think Australia and India
are the two toughest you can go on.

"With the conditions you get in
India and the heat and their record
on their home soil, youcould even
argueit'sthehardestofthemall.”

India has lost just three of the
last 25 Test series played at home
on traditionally slow, dusty wickets
suitedfor spin bowling.

Rahul Dravid's Indians are
currently touring Pakistan where
they lost the Test series 1-0 but
defeated Sri Lanka 2-0 at home
earlierin the season.
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FHOTO. AFP.

England captain Michael Vaughan upon his arrival at the airport in Mumbai

on Monday.
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