gha insists he is a better
n Samuel Eto'o and aims
by leading Ivory Coast to
ns Cup success on

Elephants meet tourna-
‘Egypt in Cairo with

am going to prove it
Drogba, whose

ce between me
he knows how to

%’; scored three times
jut believes he can maich,

striker Mido has
t's coach, team and

| miss Egypt's African
final against Ivory

ast on Friday having been
banned forsix months by his coun-
try's FA beeause of a touchline row
with coach Hassan Shehata.

But th . 22-year-old does not
regret g the rumpus, sparked
whenhewassubstituted 1 1 minutes
from the end of Tuesday’s semifinal
winoverSenegal.

“In Egypt they are amateurs. The
managerisanamateur, the teamare
amamum. the association are ama-
teurs," Mido told the Daily Express.

*They think they know every-
thlp.g. Mﬂn‘m call me an arro-
gant Premiership player. The fact is
th AI n o Pmmtemhipphyﬂnnd

S & '-ﬁl spoken to Shehata
smwll'mlncldem.ldnn tcareabout
him. He s alocal guy. Before he was
in charge of the national team, he
managed asecond divisionside.
"Iwantto play for Egypt again, of
course. Butldon't regret what [ did.
*I was disappointed by the deci-
sion to ban me. [ don’t know why
they ook it If they win tomorrow
now they can say they took a good
(ﬁsl:tpllm_uy decision, They will be

W

"Butiftheylose itwillbe because
of Mido, and the lmuhle he caused.
That's how things go.”

Pegasus lose
last match
SPORTS REpORTER

First Division Cricket League run-
nars-u Yn Pegasus ended their
a defeat when they
r.:ruhed to Utlara Sporting Club by
seven wickets at the Dhaka
Universjty ground yesterday.

Pegasus, who finished their 17
matches with 28 points, were all
out for 158 runs after electing to
bat. Half-centuries by Ferdous (60)
and [slam (52) helped Uttara reach
158-3 inonly37 overs.

In other matches, Dhaka wan-
derers (290-8) handed a 57-run
defeat on Eskaton Sabuj Sangha
(233-9) at the Fatullah Stadium
while third-from bottom Mariner
Young's Club (202-4) recorded a 6-
wicket win over Gazi Tank (198) at
the City Club ground.

Another Shahriar
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Golam Mabud and Tapash Baisya
were the two Sylhet batsmen to
show some resistance with scores
of47 and 41 respectively.
SCORES IN BRIEF
BBAEA. First innings 250 all out in
55 overs (Uttam 14, Kamrul 35,
102, Opee 23, Sajjad 11,
48; Zia 4-75, Shiplu.5-69,
Shahin1-38)
KHULNA: First innings 91-3 in 24
avers (Sadat 48 batting, Sahagir 16
hatﬂng;'[hlhnl -25, Sharif 2-16)
WNG-Fi,rstmnmgszlﬁull
out in 67.2 overs (Salahuddin 16,
Mafees 13, Nazimuddin 32,
Ehsanul 94, Gazi Alamgir 20 not

| out; Alamgir 2-38, Shahjada 1-32,

gglthaﬁ&as. Jem 1-48, Mushfiq 3-

RAJSHAHI: First innings 68-1 in 19
avers (Jahurul 18, Farhad Hossain
! stngh ; _g.Forhad 11 batting, Yasin
Vi
Elminnlngs 193 all outin
‘F!.a ‘avers (Rahman 22, Mabud 47,
Rana 3?1 Tapash 41, Rezaul 14,
Ashi g:ﬂda -40, Arafat 2-27,
1-39, Radian 1-15, Marshall
2'-_40) ,

BARISAL: First innings 46-0 in 17
avers (Imran 22 batting, Hannan 21
batting)

REUTERS, Cairo

Host nation Egypt
will attempt to win a
record fifth African
Nations Cup title
when their team of
home-based players
face Ivory Coast's
impressive array of
European exports in
Friday's final.

The Egyptians, who on paper
possess only an average team, have
been sweptto the final on a wave of
patriotic fervour after overcoming
initial scepticism among their own
public.

Ivory Coast, meanwhile, have
got steadily better as the tourna-
ment has worn on, eliminating any
doubts about their World Cup
credentialsas they prepare for their
first finals appearance in Germany
inJune.

Almost uniquely in a tourna-
ment where most players play their
trade with foreign clubs, 19 of
Egypt's 23-man squad are based
locally, and the most prominent of
the four exports will be missing
from the final.

Tottenham Hotspur striker
Mido, who has scored only onegoal
in the tournament, was kicked out
of the squad on Wednesday for his
tempestuous reaction to being
substituted in the 2-1 semifinal win
aver Senegal.

African Cup final today

Egypt's locals up against [vorian exports

Mido, who has also been
banned from the team for six
months; was involved in a furious
row with coach Hassan Shehata as
helefithefield inthe 78th minute.

Shehata, who took part in three
Nations Cup tournaments as a
player, was proved right as Mido's
replacement, Amr Zaki, headed the
winner three minutes later.

Zaki, who plays for ENPPI, could
be rewarded with a place in
Friday's starting line-up.

The other recognised forwards
still in the squad are Al Ahli's Emab
Moteab and 39-year-old Hossam
Hassan of Al Masry, one of three
survivorsin the squad from Egypt's
lasttitle in Burkina Faso in 1998,

In contrast, Ivory Coast's attack
will be led by one of the world's
most expensive and high-profile
players, Chelsea 'striker Didier
Drogba.

Unlike Mido, Drogba, who
emigrated to France as a five-year-
old, has been an inspiration for his
side, scoring three of their six goals.

Ivory Coast's French coach
Henri Michel, with three Nations
Cup tournaments under his belt
already, can also call upon a tal-
ented defence including Kolo
Toure and Emmanuel Eboue from
Arsenal,

Michel has already fared better
than in 2002, when he was sacked
by Tunisia following a poor show-
ing just months before he was due
tolead themattheWorld Cup.

\lg

The two sides will be meeting
for the second time in the fourna-
ment, Egypt having won 3-1 when
they metintheir final group game.

However, the Ivory Coast on that
occasion fielded a second-string
side as they had already qualified
forthe quarterfinals.

Egypt's assistant coach Shawki
Gharib said the prospect of a move
abroad could inspire his players on
Friday.

"Every player will want to prove
himself, it's a chance for them to
winabettercontract,” hesaid.

Gharib, whose country's host-
ing of the event has often been
chaotic, added: "We hope to repre-
sent Egyptian football and African
footballas wellas possible.”

Egypt won the first two Nations
Cups in 1957 and 1959 and also
lifted the trophy on the last occa-
sion they hosted the eventin 1986.

Ivory Coast, meanwhile, won
the tournament for the only time in
1992 when they beat Ghana on
penalties in the final.

After that, they fell into a rut, the
low point coming when their play-
ers were flown to a military camp,
frog marched and given lectures in
patriotismafterafirst-round exitin
2000.

They fuiled to qualify in 2004 but
have quickly turned their game
aroundto become one of the conti-
nent's leading sides and provided
an example of unity to their strife-
lorn country,

PHOTO: AFP
Real Madrid's Brazilian star Ranaldo (R) in pain after missing a scoring
opportunity against Real Zaragoza during their Spanish Cup semifinal tle at
Rosareda Stadium onWednesday.

SPANISH CUP
Real hit for six

AFP, Madrid

European superpower Real Madrid
were humbled 6-1 by Real Zaragoza
in the first leg of their Spanish Cup
semifinalonWednesday.

This was the heaviest defeat
inflicted on the Spanish giants since
they fell 6-0 to Valencia also in a Cup
semifinal first legmatchin 1999.

Most of the damage inflicted on
David Beckham, Ronaldo and com-
pany was done by Zaragoza's
Argentinian striker Diego Milito, who
knocked in four of the goals with
Brazilian Ewerthon's double com-
pleting the rout

Milito played havoc with Real's
limp defence, putting Zaragoza 3-0
upafierjust34 minutestoconjursup
memories of his first hall hattrick
against Barcelona in the
quarterfinals.

Brazilian striker Julio Baptista
pulled one back for Real before the
break but any hopes of a recovery
were quickly dashed when Milito
and then Edwerson wrapped up
proceedingsin the second half.
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plan they'll go with and with short
boundaries square of the wicket,
we'llsee who comesoffbest.”

Moody said the absence of the
experienced McGrath -- who is
with his wife as she undergoes
further cancer treatment -- would
bemissed.

"Certainly (losing) someone
with the experience Glenn has,
there's going to be alot of responsi-
bility on who partners Brett (Lee),
and who follows the opening
attack," hesaid.

Jayasuriya flayed Australia’s
attack for a memarable 114 off 96
balls to help carry Sri Lanka to a
formidable 309-7 and a comfort-
able 51-run victory over Australia
at the Sydney Cricket Ground on
January 22,

Australia’s side is unchanged
from the one that downed South
Africa in Sydney on Sunday, while
Sri Lanka must assess the fitness of

Nuwan Kulasekara and Ruchir

Perrerabefore settlingonateam.:

First Aus-SL final today

The match will be played on the
same wicket that hosted prelimi-
nary games on January 24 and 26,
andassuchislikely to spinand play
slowly.

“Looking at the way they've
played their cricket, the toss is
going to be pretty important
because they'll want to bat first,”
Ponting said.

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA: Ricky Ponting (cap-
tain), Adam Gilchrist, Simon
Katich, Damien Martyn, Andrew
Symonds, Michael Clarke, Michael
Hussey, Brad Hogg, Brett Lee,
Stuart Clark, Nathan Bracken,
James Hopes (supersub).

SRI LANKA (from): Marvan
Atapattu (captain), Sanath
Jayasuriya, Kumar Sangakkara,
Mahela Jayawardene, Jehan
Mubarak, Tillekeratne Dilshan,
Chamara Kapugedara, Chaminda
Vaas, Dilhara Fernando, Nuwan
Kulasekara, Muttinh Muralitharan,
Ruchira Perera, Malinga Bandara.

SOUTH ASIAN ARCHERY
India maintain
supremacy

SPORTS REPORTER

India maintained theirsupremacyin
the First South Asian Archery
Championships winning all the
medals on the second day at BKSE
Savar yesterday.

Gurucharan won gold in men's
90m while Rahul Bannerjee clinched
gold in the men's 70m events. The
silver and bronze medals went to
Indiancompetitors. *

In the women's events, it was
same scenario with Sushma, who
won two golds on the opening day,
bagging 70m, 60m and FITA golds.
Shumongola and Dola settled for
silvers and bronzes respectivelyin all
three events,

Dravid rejects

Inzy's claim

REUTERS, [slamabad

Giles' eyes on
Ashes series

E#Y ) Cricket

AFP, London

AshleyGiles has admitted that he will
notriskmissing outonthe Ashes tour
of Australia later this year by rushing
backprematurely to beable toplayin
England'supcoming tour ofIndia.

The spinner has been ruled out of
the start of the tour as he continues
his recovery from hip surgery but,
officially, he is still aiming to join up
withthe squad before the end of their
trip.

Giles himself, however, castdoubt
on whether that would happen by
stressing the intensity of England's
schedule over the next 12 months,
with the Ashes tourto be followed by
theWorld Cupinthe Caribbean.

‘IfIget toa pointwhere [am pain-
free I might be able to move very
quickly,” the32-year-oldsaid.

*But England need a fit Ashley
Giles mther than a 60 percent fit
Ashley Giles to bowl for them, look-
ing atthe long-term schedule for the
next year or 50 and for my personal
healthintheyearsbeyondthat."

Giles, who has been replaced in
England's touring party by Somerset

all-rounder lan Blackwell, under-
wentanoperationinearly December
and was initially expected to befitfor
thelndiatour.

Butthe extent of his injury proved
worse than initially thought and his
rec was set back when he
proved unable to jog for more than
five minutes on a gym treadmill
without pain.

Ashes heroes
meet Queen

CRICINFO, undated

England captain Michael Vaughan
and the rest of his Ashes-winning
squad saw their achievements in
winning last year's Test series
against Australia recognised by the
Queen in a ceremony at
Buckingham Palace hereThursday.

Vaughan received his OBE from
the Queen, as did England coach
Duncan Fletcher, chairman of
selectors David Graveney and team
manager Phil Neale, The other 11
England players who took the field
during the five-Test series received
MBEs, the first rung on the ladder
ofthe honours system.

India captain Rahul Dravid denied
his team were guilty of
unsportsmanlike behaviour in
appealing for Pakistani captain
Inzamamul Haq's dismissal in the
firstone-dayinternational.

In a column in "The News" daily,
Inzamam had said India violated the
spiritofthe game by appealingforhis
dismissal for obstructing the field.

Inzamam became only the third
player in one-day internationals to
be given out under the rule during
the match in Peshawar, which
Pakistan won bysevenns.

“I would not have imagined that
Dravid and his team would dosuch a
thing" Inzamam said in the column.
*I am not bothered about my dis-
missal but an appeal made in an
unsportsmanlike manner by the
visiting team can have an adverse
affect on the relations between the
twoopponents.”

While the appeal was within the
rules of the game, Inzamam said he
was only trying to protect himself
from fielder Suresh Raina's throw:

But India's Dravid said in a state-
ment: "In my opinion, and in the
opinion of umpires and match ref-
eree whom [ have spoken to, the
Indian team did not act in any
unsportsmanlike manner or against
thespiritofthe game."

Dravid said the umpires and
match referees would have taken
action if India had exhibited
unsportsmanlike behaviour.

. ]

FA Cup
Chelsea thrash
Everton

AFP, London

Chelsea kept their dreams of a
treble-winning season alive by
booking their place in the last 16 of
the FA Cup with a 4-1 fourth round
replay win at home to Premiership
rivals Everton hereWednesday.

Chelsea were 3-0 up at half-time
with Dutch winger Arjen Robben
putting the English champions
ahead.

Frank Lampard made it 2-0 from
the penalty spot in the 36th minute
after Shaun Wright-Phillips was
fouled in the box and three minutes
later England midfielder Lampard
provided a cross which Hernan
Cresponoddedin.

Everton pulled a goal back thanks
to Mikel Arteta's 72-minute penalty
after Robert Huth handled but min-
utes later Chelsea captain John Terry
madeit4-1,

Chelsea, who face Spanish giants
Barcelona in the [ast 16 of the
Champions League, continue their
FA Cup campaign at home o League
Oneside Colchesterlater this month.

In the day's other fourth round
replay Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink's
goal was good enough to give
Premiership strugglers
Middlesbrough a 1-0 win over
Championship outfit Coventry at the
Riverside.

Boro's reward was a match
against another side from English
football's second tier, Preston
North End.

PREMIERSHIP
Liverpool go
down at
Charlton

AFP, London

First-half goals from Darren Bent
and Luke Young gave Charltona2-0
Premier League win over Liverpool
here at The Valley anWednesday.

Defeat left the European cham-
pions a massive 21 points behind
leaders and Premiership title-
holders Chelsea while, more signif-
icantly, they were left six points
adrift of Manchester United in the
race for the second Champions
League qualifying spot, albeit wath
agameinhand.

Victory moved Chui;on,up.imo
11th place.

Bent went down under what
looked minimal contact from
keeper Jerzy Dudek, and got up to
slot home the resulting penalty
himself in the 42nd minute, against
therunofplay.

And in first-half stoppage time,
Young doubled his side's lead and
despite plenty of effort from the
visitors, it was not enough to pre-
vent a third straight away defeat in
the Premiership,

Capello causes
fascist stir

AFP, Madrid

Comments by Juventus coach
Fabio Capello praisinglate Spanish
military dictator General Franeisco
Franco have provoked uproar with
a Catalan politician on Wednesday
calling for the European
Commission to getinvolved.

The Catalan Green Party (ICV)
said its lawmaker in the European
Parliament, Raul Romeva, had
presented a question to the parlia-
mentary register after former Real
Madrid coach Capello told Italy's
La Repubblica newspaper on
Tuesday that what he liked in Spain
was "the order Franco leftbehind.®

"Raul Romeva has denounced
these declarations which consti-
tute a 'regrettable apologia of
fascism' and asks himself what
would have happened if, instead of
the fascist regime of Francisco
Franco (1939-1975), Capello had
praised Adolf Hitler or Benito
Mussolini," ICV said in a state-
ment.,

Capello led Real to the Spanish
league title in 1997 and his name
has featured in the media as a
possible replacement for interim
coach Juan Ramon Lopez Caro,
who replaced sacked Brazilian
Vanderlei Luxemburgo two
months ago.

Toughest time
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were always chasing really difficult
totals they could never play their
own games. The top-order batters
could neversettle.”

Australia arrive in South Africa
on February 20 to play three Tests
and five one-day internationals.

Captain Graeme Smith said he
was excited about clashing with the
world's number one team again.

"We need to rest and regroup
and we'll have a very strong squad
back to face them again. We just
need to be more decisive against
them and have more confidence in
our ability to finish games,” Smith
said.

Former skipper Kepler Wessels
on Tuesday called for Smith to step
down as captain if his side's under-
par showing continued during
Australia’s tour,

 pHoTOLAFP
Fiorentina's ace striker Luca Toni (C) celebrates his team's second goal with a teammate while Inter Milan players (L,
R)look dejected during their Serie Aclash at Artemio Franchi Stadium in Florence on Wednesday.

SERIE A

Draw suits Juve fine
(¥4 Football

REUTERS, Rome

Juventus stretched their Serie A
lead on Wednesday despite a 1-1
draw at home to Parma after sec-
ond-placed Inter Milan lost 2-1 at
Fiorentina.

The results gave Juventus 63
points from 24 matches, nine
ahead of Inter, who they meetat the
San Siro onSunday.

Third-placed AC Milan (51
points) made up ground on the top
two with a 5-0 demolition of
Treviso,

Juventus, who had won all 12 of
their league matches at the Stadio
delle Alpi this season, fell behind in
the 39th minute when Daniele
Dessena fired Marco Marchionni's
low cross into the net at Gianluigi
Buffon'snear post.

Zlatan Ibrahimovic pulled Juve
level five minutes later, running on
to Adrian Murmu's long forward pass
before slotting the ball past keeper
Matteo Guardalben.

Gua.rdalbem didwe!ltobeataway

best chance to retake the lead when
Corradi pounced on Manuele
Blasi's short backpass to go through
aloneongoal onlytoshootwide,
The gamegalmost ended on a
sour note when Patrick Vieira went
down theatrically to earn the hosts

an 88th-minute penalty.

Juventus, who benefited from a
series of favourable refereeing
decisions in a 1-0 win over Udinese
at the weekend, seemed about to
win another match in controversial
circumstances but Del Piero blasted
hisspotkickagainstthe bar.

“We're happy -- we've got
another point advantage (on
Inter),” Juve coach Fabio Capello
said.

"We could have had two but the
pitch penalised us more than it did
them. Parma's goal was a farce.
Three of our plavers slipped over
just as he (Dessena) was about to
take hisshot."

The post-match mood was
bleaker for Inter coach Roberto
Mancini, who lamented his side's
inability to convert any of the
chances they created through the
game, but said they would be ready
to face Juventus on Sunday.

Mancini’s team had dropped
just two points in their previous 14
Serie A matches before amriving at
Florence's Franchistadium.

The game was billed as & face-off
between strikers Adriano and Luca

Toni but it was unsung midfielder |
Cristian Brocchiwho put Fiorentina ©

ahead in the 10thminute withashot
from the edge of the area that
dipped underkeeper Julio Cesar.
Inter grew stronger as the first
half progressed and it was only a
series of good saves by keeper
Bogdan Lobont that preserved

Fiorentina'slead atthe break.

Midfielder Luis limenez
extended Fiore's lead when he
hooked a shot round Inter defender
Walter Samuel on the hour.

Although second-half substitute
Alvaro Recoba pulled 2 goal back for
Inter with alate freekick the visitors
lacked theirusual Auency.

Of the top three, only Milan
enjoyed an easy winas theycrushed
relegation candidates Treviso.

Milan kept their powder dry for
the second period as Brazilian
playmaker Kaka gave them a slen-
der halftime lead with a goal in the
14th minute. :

After the break, though, a 20-
minute blitzby Milan from the 53rd
minute saw an Andriy Shevehenko
brace and a goal each by Alberto
Gilardino and Filippo Inzaghi
complete therouts

AS Roma (45 points), who are
fifth, racked upaclubrecnrdeighth
consecutive Serie A win after a
stoppage-time penalty by
Francesco Totti gave lhem a43
home victoryover Cagliari

Juventus 24 20

31 49 14
InterMidan 24 17 3.4 47 18 S
ACMian 24 18 3 5 5323 &
| Fiorenting 24 15 5 4 41 23 50
Roma 24 138 5 4825 45
Livormo 24 10 952625 3%

Jr Tiger's group champs
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SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the one-day match
of the ICC U-19 Cricket World Cup
between Bangladesh and Uganda
at the Sinhalese Sports Club

ground in Colombo onThursday:
BANGLADESH

Tamim lbwb Okello 39
RagibulcMusalibRuyange 13
Saqibul b Okello 20
Mehdi run out 1
Mehrab c Ruyange b Ochan 29
RahimbSsemanda 64
ShuvocArinaitweb Ssemanda 11
SonneteOkellobOchan 37

Rezaul c Almuzahim b Ssemanda 15
Dollar Mahmud b Ssemanda 1

Ssemanda 10 3 43 4
Nakaana o 0 17 0O
UGANDA

SolankicShuvo b Sonnet 1
Kyobe cand b Mehrab 31
Nakaana ¢ Rahimb Sonnet 6
Okellolbwb Sonnet 6
Almuzahimlbw b Nabil 0
Ssemandab Rezaul 1
Otim1bw b Nabil 2
[saneezrunout 1
Ochan b Rezaul 3
Ruyange cShuvo bMehrab 0
Arinaitwe notout 1
Extras: (b-2,1b-2, w-23,nb-5) 32
Total: (All outin33.4 overs) 84
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-26, 3-39, 4-43,
5-50,6-56,7-69,8-73,9-75

India to give

Eng a pacy
welcome

AFP, Mumbai

Indian selectors have prepared a
dose of pace for England by nam-
ing four fast bowlers in a team for
the tourists’ only first-class match
before theTest series.

Fast bowlers Sreesanth, Munaf
Patel, Vikram Singh and Shib Paul
have been selected in a HBoard
President’s XI squad to take on
England in a three-day match start-
ingatVadodaraonFebruary23.

England arrive inIndianextweek
to play three Test matchesand seven

Nabilnotout 1 Bowler M. R OW L ot preri Thev'o
‘Extras: (Ib-6,w-12, nb-6) 24 Dollar I g < PRI Y f‘h",';z”g};'??mg?‘,,
Total: (Alloutin49.4 overs) 255  Sonnet 5 0 26 3 Mumbaion February 18, :
Fall of wickets: 1-15,-2-60, 3-61, 4- Nabil B 2 10 2 | goARD PRESIDENT'S XI: Venu-
81, 5-157, 6-187, 7-199, 8-246, 9- Rezaul B el 2 gopal Rao [captnln]. Gautam
248 Mehrab 3-“ 0 7 2 | Gambhir, Amit Mishra, Dinesh
Bowler O M R W Tamim 0 0 | Karthick, Subramaniam Badrinath,
Ruyange 9 0 54 1 Result: Baﬂﬂlﬂdﬂh won by 171 | wasim Jaffer, Ramesh Powar,
Ochan 74 0 6l 2 rums. Munaf Patel, Dheeraj Jadhav,
Okello 10 0 31 2 Man-of-the-match: Mushfiqur | Suresh Raina, Sreesanth, Vikram
Arinaitwe 10 0 43 0 Rehim. Singh, Pragyan Ojha, Shib Paul.
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