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Treats from Land of the Rising Sun

Japan Festival begins

Favza HaQ

HE contemporary Japanese
clay work exhibition at the
National Museum, which
opened on February 7, was remark-
ableforitsfreshandpristine presen-
tation, Itincluded both abstractand
figurative representational forms.
‘The exhibition is part of the 12-day
Japan Festival, which runs from
Bebruary 7 to February 18 at the
National Museum premises.
Matsuda worked on parts of
human bodies which were like
symbols and stood for contempo-
rary society. Kumakura brought in
jazz singing of the time of African-
American liberation in America
with the carved lip forms. These
were again reflections of freedom.,
Nakamura depicts trees, branches,
rocks and other conventional ele-
ments of Japanese beauty. Suzuki
combined specific forms like
horses, birds that he wrapped with

Pom

affection ashe worked with his clay.
InTakako's Degenerative Bible we
saw pages eaten up by worms and
covered with dust. In bronze and
black, the realism in it was indeed
remarkable. His Bible on the sand
was another piece in blackand gold.
The pages appeared torn and sepa-
rated while the sand below had
cracked badly. Yuriko's Carry on,
Carry on!had twisted feet , an apple
and a tray in vermilion and deco-
rated with strands of chrysanthe-
mums in gold. The tray included
minute geometrical decorations in
red and green. Package by Kimiyo
was also startling for its modem
presentation, in which scraps of
newspaper stuffing and a large
parcelinclaywas the subject.
Kinpel's Introduction to' Japa-
nese taste brought in a combination
of three images, one sitting atop the
other. There was a black form at the
base and on top juggled a spotted
red piece. Against these was an

music

“If you hear in his voice, the whisper of the
unknown...and ifyouexperiencein hissinging the
stillness of unheard song...you are filled with a
sense of gratitude that he is here singing and you
too are here listening...a witness to a very rich
Indian musical tradition...so vibrantly, alive,
despite the trials oftime and the inexplicable twists

and tums oflife.”

Any one who has heard Pandit Jasraj is likely to
come away spiritually uplifted by his rich, lyrical
music. Hisforteis his perfect diction, clarity of sur
and mastery over all aspects of laya. He lays
emphasis on the chioice of the composition and
the words. According to the critics, his biggest gift
toIndian musicishis conceptofanovel jugalbandi
based on the ancient system of moorchanas,
between men and women vocalists, each singing
their respective scales and different ragas simulta-
neously. This style has won so much acclaim that
music aficionados in Pune, India, have termed it

Jasrangi Jugalibandi.

There is an interesting story behind Panditji's
the great mae-
stro, all of sixyears old, was so taken in by the soul-
ful strains of & ghazal titled ' Deewana banana hai
to diwana bana de.' rendered by Akhtaribai
Faizabadi (now well known as Begum Akhtar) that
he set his heart on singing. The young boy spent

musical inclinations. Apparently,

Solar Eclipse by Miwa Ryosaku

abstract form of an embracing lion.
His other work was & jug with layers
of lines in black, brown and gray
going through the vessel. Kaneko
Jun's work was a piece in gray and
black. Jun's Double plate intro-
duced a set of two large dishes, one
sitting on'another: The one on top
being cut away, revealed a whole
one at the bottom. Circles of blue,
beige and black decorated the
picces.

Mutsuo's Inversfon-2 was a
massive um, painted over with
gold, silver, pink and white switls.
His Crossing wind had two rectan-
gular blocks, one resting on
another. Fleecy black and gray
conventional shapes of clouds

decorated the forms. Junki Chi's
entry waslike an open box that had
been decorated with gold spots,
and larger forms of encircling and
entwining shapes. Ryosaku's piece
introcduced ' two delicate feet of
ladies decorated with flowers and
leaves. In the same artist's Solar
eclipsewe came across atormented
man, overcome by the dramatic
occurrence ofnature, The mouth of
the figure was open while a hand
covered the eye. Usamo's Child
with a red face and Horse were
simplified, modem creations in
cubesand semi-circles.

Inmany forms of clay we saw the
powerful moulding of the artists’
hands combined with their fancy-

dit ]aSmj: In search of divine

gharana.
Sangeet,

hislaurels,

Sangeet
Puruskar,

Pandit Jasraj

many hourslistening to the gramophone in asmail
teashop near his school.

Coming from a family thathas given the Indian
musicworld four generations of remarkable musi-
cians, Panditji, the proponent of the Mewati
gharana hud his initial grooming in music under
his father, the late Pandit Moti Ramji. Next he went
in for intensive training under his elder brother
and guru, the late PanditMani Ramji. The sublime,

spiritually
spiritual gury, late Maharana Shri Jaywant Singhji
ofSanand,

freeimagination.

Apart from the clay work display,
the components of the Japan Festi-
val are a photography exhibition, a
Discover Japan exhibition and a
Japanese film festival. The Discover
Japan exhibition, organised in
copperation with Dhaka Japanese
Language Institute Alumni Associ-
ation and Bangladesh Japan Youth
Friendship Association, will illus-
trate traditions and' lifestyles of
modern Japan through different
kinds of items including videos,
posters, toys, dolls, books, ikebana
and bonsai. This display will be
held at the National Museum from
February 13 to February 14.

rich quality has been' guided’ by his

another prominentfigurein the Mewati

Panditji has conducted research in Haveli

under the tutelage of Baba Shyam

Manohar Goswami Maharaj. Far from resting on
,hehascomposed superb bandishesand
popularised them. Today he has imparted music
instruction to many disciples, in the true Indian
guru-shishyatradition,

Panditji has received several titles and ‘awards,
among them the Padma Bhushan, Surer Guru,

Martand and Maharashtra Gauray

He has, in addition, been honoured by !

the Harvard' University, art museum in the US.

Canadian
music.
Panditj

himself.

Panditji also has a scholarship instituted by the
University of Toronto in his name for upcoming

students who wish to study Indian

i today continues his arduous search for

the divine, in music, in the outer world and within
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A week-long street theatre festival,
titled Jege Otho Manush Prohare
Prohore Hatao Onthokar,
showcased 40 street plays from
different corners of the country.
The function ended on February 7
at Shaheed Minar Premises. Thea-,
tre troupes and members of the
Bangladesh Group Theatre Federa-
tion (BGTF), participated in the
festival arranged by BGTF in asso-
ciationwith Bengal Foundation.

Leaders of BGTF such as
Keramat Moula, Liaquat Ali Lucky,
Saiful Islam Mahmud and
Aktaruzzaman delivered speeches
inthe closing ceremony.

Speakers extolled the key role of
street plays in national move-
ments. Explaining the popularity of
this explicit performing art form,
the speakers said that street plays
can easily convey important mes-
sage to the masses. Theatre activ-
ists expressed the hope that this
medium would help generate
public awareness on social and
politicalissues.

‘Week-long street theatre
festival ends

Actors of Sarothl Academy in scenes from Velkibaji (Top and Eoﬂo}n}

Seven street plays were staged at
the concluding day. Sarothi Acad-
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emy, Rangpur, staged Velkibaji b}’
Sirajul Islam Siraj. Directed by,
Rafiqul Islam Chowdhury, the
stréet play lamponncd the current
political turmoil in Bangladesh:?
Mymensingh Loko Krishti®
Sangstha staged NM Nurul Amin
Akand's play Deergha Rnamropaq', :
directed by Babul Rchman, .
Deergha Raat Atopor delivered the |
message that unless the country is -
freed of corrupt leaders, it will face
anuncertain future, ol

Other plays staged on the con- |
cluding daywere Shironamheenby
Ankur Natya Academy (JThinaidah), " b
Purbabhash by Naborupee .
(Dinajpur), Bornamalar Podaboli
by Nowapara Natyagoshlh};
(Jessore), Noromedh by Shubachan -
Natya Goshthi and Chor Choritra
by Bangla Natyam lftom
Narshingdi).

World Heritace

Ancient drama outlives repressive era

It outlived the Spanish conguest
and a crushing civil war and it
survived decades of repression by
the Guatemala governmgnt of the
Maya heartiand. Now the oldest
drama in the Americas has been
declared a global masterpiece.

The Rabinal Achi is performed
annually at a January festival.
Anthropologists say it has been
staged since 1400and tellsthestory
of the clash of two Mayan king-
doms 500 years carlier.

The main characterin the drama
isa Quichewarrior whoinvades the
neighboring kingdom of Rabinal.
After a battle, he is captured and
sentenced to death but before the
execution he is granted several
wishesincludingavisitto hishome-
land, giving his word he will return.

He does and is honorably killed
by his captors.

The whole two-hour drama is
played out several times during the
week-long festival in different
sacred sites around Rabinal, the
capital of the former kingdom and
now a small country town some
three hours from Guatemala City,

The play, now sponsored by the
government, was almost extin-
guished by army massacres and

A dancer performs the Rabinal Achi
dance

repression during Guatemala's 36-
year civil war, when it was viewed
as a possibly subversive focus of
organising by the indigenous
COMMmAnNity.

“We were treated like witches,”
said the play's current director, 69-
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year-old Jose Leon Coloch, who*
aoversees everything from the
colourful velvet costumes and’
masks to other details'of the stagih -
ing, a role passed from father 62
S0,

Since the war ended in 1996, the
drama has made a comeback;’
culminating in a successful; {,mr-
emment-backed bid for its recog:
nition by UNESCO.

The latest performance is th(.
firstsince UNESCOnamed theplay
a Masterpiece of the Oral and;
Intangible Heritage of Hum:mu.}' a .
the end of 2005. The award carries.,
no direct financial benefit, but the
government and the play's custo-
dians hope it will attract donors to.
fund performances overseas.

Guatemala's cash-strapped
Ministry of Culture now subsidises
the production with about 4,000
US dollars annually and pays
Coloch a salary of about $400 a
month. :

“We are doing what we can and
we hope that other, international’
entities start to do the same,” saidl
Deputy Culture Minister Enrique
Matheu. 1

Source: Reuters
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