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Are ry begins

SPORTS REPORTER

Indian arehersswept all the medals
afthe fwo women's evenis held on
the opening day of the First South
Astan Arehiery Championships at
the BKSP yesterday.

Sushma won gold medals in the
60 and rnttre events while her
nares Sumangla and Dola
sflvet and bronze in hoth

. Eoreign Minister M
ftan declared the four-
‘aschief guest.

6 archers from India,
fiutan, Nepal and hosts
are taking part in the

3

women's

27th National
55 Championship got
terday with upsets as
g champion Shamima
Siza and International
faster Rani Hamid both
14 apening round.
Wo -"u"? "FIDE Master Tanima
ryag _;@hm:kl:d Liza while
Shi -uﬂ, 1 Sultana Shirin beat vet-
eran | _.Hamid at the BCF hall-

aztana Khan Eva also col-
quia@ull points defeating
‘Shajrin Evana while the
g three matches ended in

Gol fér Siddique
off;fo India

SPORTS REFORTER

Gal feriﬁfl.lSiddiqur Rahman, popu-
lar in the circuit as Siddique, left
Dhaka kst Sunday to avail of a
luxury nor many Bangladeshis
have the apportunity to do often.
He is the defending champion of
the All-India Amateur
Championships, a feat he earned
last year inthe tournament's 104th
meer,

The 105th meet is faking place
fromFebruary 7-15.

Siddique’s most recent interna-
tanal acquisition has been the
championship trophy of the 118th
Sei Lankan Open held from 25-28
lanikary He playedievel par - 1o

Siddigue of Kurmitola Golf Club
also relgns as the champion of the
SAARC Amateur held at Kandy and
the 2nd Nepal Amateur Open, both
held Tase yeir. 2005 had been good
to him, as he picked up the cham-
pion's trophy in the Bangladesh
Amateur (playing four under) and
the runner-up prize of the Fakistan
National Championships.

In 2004 Siddique won the 1st
NepalAmateur Open.

The absolute consistency in
Siddigue’s game has made him the
numberone ranked amateur golfer
in the region, no mean feat for
anybody.

Prithul keeps
hosts alive

SPORTS REPORTER

Henry Prithul Mondol kept
Hangladesh's hopes alive for glory
in the Dhika Bank 20th Bangladesh
International Junior Tennis when
he reached the boys' doubles semi-
final yesterday pairing with his
lucky chum Huang Hsuchun of
Taipet..

Prithul and Huang, who lifted
the daubles crown in the BKSP
version of the international meet
last month, eliminated Kandan
Klel (Philippines) and second seed
RungatChristopherof Indonesia 6-
2, 7-5 In the quarterfinals at the
Nutional Tennis Complex in
Hamna.

The boys' and girls' semifinals
(singles and doubles) will be held
tadiay.

Lee Hsin Han faces Ceban
Achim and Rungat meets Peng
Fisien Yin in the boys' semis while
Budharto Aris takes on Shin Jung-
Yoon and Silfany Vivien is pitted
ugainst Russian wild-card entry
Kamenskaya Viktoriya in the girls'
lnstiour battles,

Dhaka, Rajshahi

FROM PAGE 12
DHAKA: 180-4in32.5 u-.n,r:. (Uttam
52, Shahriar 49, Opee 22, Riyad 19
.0, Mashrafee 1-29, Zia 1-47,
- Shahin2-40).
Result:Dhakawon by sixwickets,
RAISHAHI: 273-7 in 50 overs
(Juhurul 52, Forhad 34, Rosel 62,
Nueem 36, Mushfigq 34 n.o., exiras
25, Rashed 1-54, Saju 3-42, Faisal |-
29),
CHITTAGONG: 258 all out in 49.3
overs (BEhsanul 23, Faisal B2,
Dhintan 76, Shafag 3-36, Forhad 1-
38, Shahjada 1-60, Mushfig 1-54,
- Farhad Hossain 1-24).
* Result:Rajshahiwonby 15 runs.
i 2 302-5 in 50 overs (Imran
© 44, Mannan 53, Humayun 63, Nadif
27, Ajrll 20, extras 42, Hasibul 3-65,
l"-‘lon;fl_‘l,'ll 1-56, 'm:,har 1-37, Imtiaz
| .0
SYLHET: 193-9 in 50 overs
(Rahman 36, Mawla 66 n.o., Rana
24, Antis 3-16, Nadif 1-32, Ayub 1-
20, Humayun 3-15),
Result: Barisalwon by 109 runs.

a

REUTERS, Cairo

Egypt overcame a
tantrum from top
striker Mido and
escaped what
appeared to be a
clear injury-time
penalty againstthem
to beat Senegal 2-1 in
their African Nations
Cup semifinalonTuesday.

Thehosts will face lvory Coastin
Friday's final after Didier Drogba's
third goal of the tournament gave
the Elephants a 1-0 win over
Nigeriain the other match.

Amr Zaki headed Egypt's win-
ner in the 81st minute, scoring with
his first touch of the ball after
replacing Mido.

But Senegal were furious when
Diomansy Kamara appeared to be
tripped by Ibrahim Said as he
charged into the penalty area in
injury-time.

At first, referee Divine Evehe of
Cameroon appeared to paint to the
penalty spot and the Senegalese
substitutes jumped off the bench
celebrating.

But the official then signalled a
goalkick.

"Of course, we were robbetl,"
sald Karnara. "It was a clearpenalty,

vyou e Tobk ar' the ‘pgiétires. Thi
referee has to whistle for i1, the rule
is the same lar everyone whether it
isathome araway.

*African football officials have

SYPT 2006

to take another look at the African
game because Europeans are going
tolaugh atusif the refereeing is like
thar,” said striker El Fadji Diouf.

Mido, who made a negligible
contribution as he refurned from
injury, was involved in a furious
altercation with coach EHassan
Shehata on the touchline as he was
taken off,

He had to be restrained by two
teammatesas the argument threat-
ened to turn into physical aggres-
sion.

Bur as he left the stadium two
hours later after being chosen for
the doping test, Mido implied that
hiscoachhadbeenright.

*They (Egypt) had a lot of
chances after [ was substinuted,” he
told Reuters. "I hope we canwin the
final, it's veryimportant for us.”

Egypt's assistant coach Shawki
Gharib side-stepped questions
ahout whether Mido, who plays for
Tottenham Hotspur, would face
disciplinary action or be allowed to
playin thefinal.

"The Egypt team does not just
mean Mido,"” he said.

Amdy Faye had two good
chances early on as Senegal took
early control afthe mateh.

He forced Egypr goalkeeper

Essam El Hadary to rush out of his

goal 1o, Cledr the dangdt s e burst'

through the defence, then missed
the post by centimetres with a
long-range free kick,

But Egypt went ahead in the

PHOTO: AFP

Egypt forward AmrZaki celebrates his strike against Senegalin the African Nations Cup semifinalin Cairo on Tuesday.

Pharaos in final

36th minute when Ahmed Hassan
converted a twice-taken penalty
after Frederic Mendy punched the
ball awayin the penalty area.

The second half began dramati-
cally as Mohamed Aboutrika hit the
bar with a dipping shot before
Mamadou Nianglevelled in the 51st
minute, heading home Lamine
Diatta’slongeross from the right.

The other semifinal produced
limited opportunities for both
feams.

Ivory Coast striker Drogba
broke the deadlock two minutes
into the second half when he beat
the offside trap to tum onto adeep
pass from Kolo Toure and hit the
ball through the legs of Nigerian
goalkeeperVincent Enyeama.

Nigeria brought on Jay-Jay
Okacha after conceding the goal,
the first appearance in the tourna-
ment for their captain, who had
beensulfering with a thighinjury.

Okacha had two opportunities
from free kicks, the first saved by
Jean-Jacques Tizie. A long range
effort also went narrowly wide in
the 63rd minute.

But the Bolton Wanderers
playmaker could not find any
decisive passes for a Nigeria attack
that was generally starved of the

_ball and found the Ivorian cenie

baekopairing . of Towee! g

Abdoulaye Meite hard to penetrate.

Nigeria will play Senegal in
Thursday's third place playoff
matchin Cairo.

' 1Q| Cricket
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REUTERS, lslamabad

fakistan fast bowler Shoaib Akhtar

will play in the second one-day
international against India after
being rested for the first under a
rotation policy, the team's captain
said on Wednesday.

"He has had a slight niggle with
his ankle but it would nor have
prevented him from playing,"
captain Inzamamul Haqg told
Reuters. "We rested him because
we feel we need to keep all our
playersin prime condition until the
World Cup.”

"Shoaib had a hard test series
against India on unhelpful tracks
and we wanted o give him a long
break of a week or so. But he will
play in the second match,”
Inzamam saitl.

The secand mateh is on Feb. 11
in Rawalpindi. The home side won
thefirstgamein Peshawar,

Inzamam said every player,
in¢luding himself, would be rested
when possible under the rotation

Shoaib to play in

policy and that reserve players
would be givenachance.

"Basically we have around 18 to
20 playersin mind for the World Cup
and we want to try out this rotation
policy with them," Inzamam said.
“It isimportant that not only are gur
top players properly fic for the World
Cup but also that the bench players
getenough chance to play at the top
leveland keepintune.”

Pakistan has previously avoided
rotating players, while other coun-
tries have employed the system.
Australia rested captain Ricky
Pointing for games of the VB series
against South Africa and Sri Lanka.

inzamam, who had to miss the
final Test against India in Karachi
due to achronic back problem, said
hewanted to include reserve players
in the first 11 in the ongoing series
against India.

"I would like to see Faisal Igbal,
Umar Gul, Immn Farhat, Arshad
Khan get proper games in this
series. [tis important for us to build
up ourbenchstrength,” hesaied.

But the Pakistan skipper con-
ceded the team still had a problem
at opener and that he was also

2nd ODI

looking forastand-by wicketkeeper,

"We have tried Shoaib Malik in
the Tests and wicketkeeper
Kamran Akmal in the one-dayers
as make-shift openers but we are
keen to finalise a permanent pair,
and also find a back up for Akmal
who is taking too much load these
days.”

Boys, Azad &
Rupali win

SPORTS REPORTER

Mid-table sides Rupali Bank, Azad
Sporting and Bangladesh Boys won
their respective martches in the
First Division Cricket league in the
cityyesterday.

Rupali (171-5) defeated
Jatrabari KC by five wickets at the
Fatullah Studium, Azad (205-6)
recorded a four-wicket victory
against  Prantic at the City Club
ground (204-9) while Boys (165)
handed a 389-run defeat on Kathal
Bagan (126) in alow scoring match
at Dhaka University ground.

PHOTO: STAR
Prithul Mondal of Bangladesh, partnered by Huang Hsuchun of Taipei, in
action during their doubles match of the Dhaka Bank Junior Tennis
Tournament at the National Tennis Complex in Ramna on Wednesday.

Pathan among
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Gilchrist reclaimed the top spot
after plundering 284 runs at a strike
rte of 108.39, He is one of five
Australian batsmen nowin the top 10
along with Ponting (2nd), Andrew
Symaonds (7th), Mike Hussey (8th)
andMichael Clarke (9th).

Husseyis the newest member of
this quinter, joining the top eche-
lons of the table after only 29 ODIs.
His 18-place rise over the course of
thisserieson the back of 259 runs at
64.75 caps a tremendous week in
which he was also named
Australia’s QDI player of the year.

Mido's fall
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Keshithe day after thealtercation.

Adebayor can probably cope
with that slightasit doesnot reflect
on his ability on the pitch but for
Mido to be called a donkey is not
exactly a good selling point when it
comes o securing a permanent
transfer.

Trouble seems to have followed
Mido around and for a striker of his
age to have already acquired the
sobriguet of ‘much travelled" is not
agoodtag-- ashe has played, albeit
at the top level, in the Netherlands,
Franee, [taly and England.

"Out! Out! Out!” screamed the
74,000 Egyptians fans after Mido's
anties -- and it looks like Mido's

touch hasgone from goldto dust.
b 4

Theft rocks
Nigeria camp

AFP, Alexandria

Thieves have raided the Nigeria
team's hotel rooms, stealing thou-
sands of dollars in cash and per-
sonal belongings.

Marseille midfielder Wilson
Oruma has reported 6,000 dollars
stolen while Enyimba goalkeéper
Dele Aiyenugba said he was miss-
ing2,500dollars.

Other players reported phone
sets and other personal belongings
taken.

MNigeria team official Bello
Osagie confirmed the incident at
the Hilton Green Plaza Hotel where
the team stayed for their African
Nations Cup semifinal clash
against lvory Coaston Tuesday.

"The matter is now being han-
dled by the police,” said Osagie.

Nigeria will rackle Senegal in
Thursday's third-place match in
Cairo after bath teams lost their
semifinals to Ivory Coast and
Egypt, respectively.

Monaco knocked
out of League Cup

AFP, Paris

Monaco, already smarting after
being knocked out of the French
Cup by amateurs Colmar, saw their
hopes of landing the League Cup
dashed when theylost 1-0 to Nice in
Tuesday'ssemifinal.

The former Champions League
finalists’ were undone by an B9th
minute header from Nice's Brazilian
midfielder Ederson shortly after he
had come on as a replacement for
MaramaVahirua.

"This is a huge disappointment,
a moment of sadness for us® said
Monaco coach Francesco Guidolin
whao will now be pinning his hopes
oncompensation in the UEFA Cup.

Nice's reward is adate in the final
against the winner of Wednesday's
semiberween Nancy or Le Mans,

Monaco's hopes of lifting the
French Cup were shelved last week
by fifth division Colmar.

Aside from the UEFA Cup
Maonaco will now be concentrating
on securing automatic qualification
o Europe next season and that
looks an uphill struggle as they're
lying only eighth in the league, ten
points off second place which guar-
antees an automatic Champions
League spot and currently occupied
h'y Hordeame

S Africa names
WC venues

AFP, Cape Toun

South Africa will host the 2010
Waorld Cup at 10 venues, deputy
sports minister Gert Qosthuizen
announced here.

He said Johannesburg (Seccer
City and Ellis Park), Bloemfontein,
Cape Town, Durban, Nelspruit,
Polokwane, Port Elizabeth,
Pretoria and Rustenberg would
stage matches in the quadrennial
showpiece.

Kimberley and Orkney were
dropped from the original shortlist
after visitsto the 11 candidate cities
by officials from world football
governing body FIFA.

The final of the four-week tour-
nament is expected to be played at
Soccer City, an 80,000-seat stadium
on the outskirts of Johannesburg
which is among five stadiums
scheduled for refurbishment.

Germany hosts the 2006 World
Cup in June and July and Sauth
Alfrica will be the first African hosts
of a competition that began in
Uruguay 76 years ago.

ICC did not
warn him?

PTT, New Delhi

The International Cricket Council
(ICC) onTuesday clarified thatithas
not issued any warning to Indian
coach GregChappell formakingany
comments on Shoaib Akhtar's
action, as was quoted in some
mediareportsinPakistan.

“I have seen those reports as
well, they are quoting an unknown
PCB official all I could say that this
has not happened, we have not
done that actually what has been
suggested,” ICC, General Manager,
Corporate Affairs, Brenden
MeClements told ESPN.

A Pakistani Newspaper qouted a
PCB official saying the ICC has
apparently warned Greg Chappell
to refrain from making any com-
ment on the bowling action of
Pakistani paceman Shoaib Akhtar
orface disciplinary action.

Pakistan have
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The Indians, on the other hand,
took it easy for the day, a holiday
here because of Muharram, after
having travelled from Peshawar by
road yesterday and reaching here
in the evening in time to attend the
High Tea hosted by Indian High
Commissioner Shivshanker
Menon at hisresidence,

Team Media Manager GS Walia
said the team was given an off day
as the members had travelled
yesterday and were tired.

Turkey deplore FIFA ban

E$ ¥ Football

REUTERS, Istanbul

Turkish media responded angrily
on Wednesday to Turkey being
ardered to play their next six home
matches abroad and behind closed
doors, saying it reflected political
hostility to their country in Europe.

The sanctions imposed by
soccer's governing body FIFA
followed a brawl after a qualifier
againstSwitzerland in Istanbul that
ended Turkey's hopes of reaching
the 2006World Cup in Germany.

Turkey has vowed to appeal
against the ruling, which the coun-
try's sports minister described as
politically motivated.

"A clash of civilisations," said a
headline in the [slamic-leaning
Yeni Safak newspaper.

"The increasing political hostil-
ity in Europe is reflected in the
decisions of FIFA's disciplinary
committee.”

Swiss media said Turkey had
beenletofflightly -- there had been
speculation the team could be
banned from the 2010 World Cup
qualifying campaign after the
violentscenes.

Mass daily "Blick” said: "Verdict

isridiculously soft”.

The sanctions, which apply to
official matches and not friendlies,
are among the most severe handed
out to a national association and
Turkish papers said they unfairly
punished fans.

In effect they mean Turkey must
play their entire qualification
programme for the 2008 European
championship abroad. They are
with European champions Greece,
Norway, Bosnia, Hungary, Moldova
and Maltain qualifying Group C.

"What is the spectator’s crime?
An unjust punishment from FIFA,"
the daily Sabah newspapersaidina
front-page headline.

The paper published FIFA's
phone and fax numbers and called
on readers to send a protest letter
to FIFA president Sepp Blatter,
providing a sample letter in
English. Blatteris Swiss.

“Itis clear that you don't like to
see our country in Switzerland at
Euro 2008 but [ am sure we will
succeed in qualifying for the finals.
Wewill bethere," theletter said.

FIFA banned two Turkish play-
ers, Alpay Ozalan and Emre
Belozoglu, for six matches and
Switzerland's Benjamin Huggel
who admitted kicking Turkish
assistant coach Mehmet Ozdilek,

Turkey were also fined 200,000
Swiss francs ($154.200). A number
of other players and officials from
both teams received ﬁnes and
suspensions.

"FIFA did nmseethe;emin aur
eyes.We were neaslyexpelléd, " said
aheadline in Milliyétnewspaper.

Turkey's foothall federation said
it would appeal to. the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in
Lausanne, Switzegland.

"1 describe this decision as
unacceptable. This is & political
decision rather than & Sports deci-
sion,” Turkey's sports minister
Mehmet Ali Sahin wld NTV news
channel,

Switzerland won November's
two-legged playoff to qualify for
the Cup starting in June. Swiss
media said Turkey had got what it
deserved but many feltthe punish-
menthadnotbeentoughenough.

"Fifa: Soft verdict against
aggressive Turks”, said mass daily
"20minuten” onits front page.

Geneva daily Le Temps wrote in
an editorial that the decision was a
masquerade because it implied
that only two Turkish players were
involved and made Huggel as guilty
as them even though he was only
reacting toakick from Streller.

Ricky wants new ODI
rules to be scrapped

ﬁl Cricket

AFP, Sydney

Australian captain Ricky Ponting
has called for one-day cricket's
experimental rules to be
scrapped in time for next year's
World Cup.

Panting, who earlier this week
was voted Auvstralia's best-
performing cricketer over the last
year, said there was nothing to
lose by reverting to the old sys-
tem.

“Idon't think there's anything
lost by going back,” he tald BBC
Sport. "We'll keep trying and
making the best of it but I'd like to
see us going back m L1 against 11
‘for the World Cup.”

The trial of super- sul: and
powerplay rules will be reviewed

by the International Cricket
Council at the end of March.

The super-sub rule allows
teams (o substitute any player
with a 12th man, who can bat and
bowl rather than just taking his
place in the field.

Several players have said it
makes more sense for the sub to
be nominated once a team knows
whether it will bat or bowl first,

Ponting said the current ver-
sion of the rule is impractical if a
side does nor select an all-
rounder as asuper-sub,

He cited the game against Sri
Lanka in Perth on 29 January,
when bowler Brett Dorey was
Australia’s 12th man. Australin
lost the toss and were made to
bowl first, which LffLLtl'JLly
ended Dared's inbolvément.”

"He goes out of the game and
you're playing 11 against 12," said

Ponting, who said he also wanted
to seea change to powerplays.
Under current rules, the bowl-
ing team is forced to field nine
players, including the bowlerand
wicketkeeper, inside a 30-yard
circle for two five-over blocks
after the first 10 OVers,
Previously, fielding restrie-
tions were only in place for the
first 15 overs, _
"We've used the powerplays in
a couple of different ways but
generally you try to get them out
of the way as soan as you can,”
Ponting was quoted assaying.
"The reason powerplays were
brought in was because everyone
thought the game was abitboring
between overs 15 and 40. The
powerplags’ afen't even being
used then at the moment so that
doesn’t really make much sense.”

From Plate to Cup
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to a comfortable victory after the
bowlers haed set the platform. But
F'm really disappointed with the top-
order that failed for a second time,"
Faruque told the Daily Star Sport aver
phonefrom Colombo.

The former national captain,
however, was excited with the fact
that Bangladesh for the first time
qualified in the upper stage of the
competition.

"lItwas notunexpected given their
success in the last seven months but
nodoubtitwas abigachievementfor
anexraordinary batch which hasthe
ability to win matches consistently,”
said anelated Faruque.

"The boys came into this towrna-
ment as one of the favourites and so
far they have proved that it was nota
fluke and I can only assure you that
boys are ready for further challenges.
They have the rare quality to avoid
complacency after winning any
matches," headded.

"We are not thinking about our
quarterfinal march rather we are
looking forward to beat Uganda in
the last group match tomorrow Lo
maintin the winningrun,” he said.

Mansoor Rana, the Pakistan

coach, praised Bangladeshi spinners
but he also blamed his batsmen for
playing too manyshots.

"Their fourspinners bowled well, but
obviously I would blame my whaole
batting sicle for playing unnecessary
shots. Sometimes we try to be perfec-
tionists and that is wrong, The boys
will go away, think about this, and try
to put things right against New
Zealand, which we know is now a
vital game,” said Ranato Cricinfo.

SCOREBOARD

PAKISTAN U-19s

NasircNabilb Sakib 37
Alic DollarbSakib 20
Jamshed c Kamrul b Sakib 10
Ibrahim e ShamsurbSagib 5
AsadbMehrab 38
Lageq ¢ Dollar b Nabil 1
Sarfraze Kamrulb Mehrab 14
RiazeDollarbShuvo 12

AnwarlbwbShuvo 10
Imad run out (Shamsur/Mushficqur)
1

Akhtarnotout 4
Extras: (b-1,1b-1,w-19,nb-6) 27
Taml:(Alloutind3.1 overs) 170
Fall of wkts: 1-66, 2-78, 3-80,4-107, 5-
118, 6-148, 7-155, B-158, 9-159, 10-
170.

Bowler O M RW
Dollar Sl ol s
Kamrul % W - S
Nabil b Sy S ) TR |
Sakib 10 1 34 4
Shuvo 71 RSO 2
Mehrab TakiRei 1 2
BANGLADESH U-19s

Tamim cSarfrazbjamshed 18
Ragibul blamshed 27
Sakib run out (Riaz Kail) 25
Shamsur cSarfrazbAkhtar 5
Mehrab cAlibAnwar 17
MushfiqurcAsadbAkhtar 46
Mehdinotout 10
Shuvonotout 0
Extras: (Ib-2, w-18,nb-3} 23

Total: (For 6wktsin34.5overs) 171
Fall of wkts: 1-26, 2-68,3-86, 4-88, 5-

119,6-170.

Bowler O M R W
Jamshed 10 i0ie D3 -2
Anwar S et 3 T |
Akhtar 75 0 42 2
All 4 1 ) 7 A 1)
Imad 4l 230
Laeeq 20500 - 400

Result: Bangladesh won by four
wickels.
Man-of-the-match: Sakib Al-
Hasan,
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