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Theatre

Chhayanaut: A satire on
stardom

ERSHAD KAMOL

Ehaveseenthe dramatic
rise and fall of many
‘heroes' in the star

world: An 'extra' becomes the
heartthrob and then vanishes from
public view. Manoj Kumar's rise
from being a 'side actor' to the
‘most popular hero' and then his
fall in Utpal Dutt's play
Chhayanaut reflects the transience
ofstardom.

As part of the on going theatre
festival to give a hand to theatre
activist Jaglul Alam, Nagorik
Natyasampradaya staged
Chhayanautatthe National Theatre
Stage, Shilpakala on February 5.

Actor Rajib De successfully pre-
sented the emotions of Manoj
Kumar. His transformation from
being an ordinary actor to popular
hero was remarkable. And Rajib's
performance at the end of the story,
when another 'hero' takes his posi-
tion and gets the same reception he
got earlier, touched a responsive
chordinthe audience.

As sub-plot, Utpal Dutt's play
satires the scandals of the star
world, aswell as thelip service of the
press to the stars, Farhana Mithu in

Aly Zaker (R) and co-actors in a scene from the play

the role of a Shuchorita, a popular
actor who has an extra marital affair
with' Manoj Kumar, was note-
worthy. The Bold performance of
Rownak Hassan as Bashakwas also
impressive. Aly Zaker as producer
Binoy Chowdhury and Pantha
Shahriar as director Ajit were im-

pressive. However, Jhumu
Majumdar failed to present the
emotion of Parijat, who has a dark
past.

As the director of the play Aly
Zaker has created the ambience of a
film studio of 1950s. As he is influ-
enced by Shakespearean theatre

there was no smooth transition
between the acts. Moreover, typical
Kolkatadialecthasbeenused,

A platform at the middle of the
stage is used as the set. But, it was
notclearastowhyared curtainwas
used atthe backstage, Generallight
has been used throughoutthe play.
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Rhythmic Prophecies with their

FAvza HAQ

The bright- faced, unpretentious
group of young jazz players, from
USA, Rhythmic Propheciesis like a
breath of fresh air in the city, Opti-
mistic and ready to embrace the
new world in the East, the four

© stirring music

Reinaldo de Jesus, the leader of
the group, is on the percussion
instrument, tumbarora (which has
a cow hide on the top, with bells
attached), and also plays on shak-
ers, whistles and chimes, that bring
indifferentsound effects.

Atthe ageof 10, he began playing
the congo, and graduated from La

feelings to experiment and explore
with American, Caribbean, African
and music from other parts of the
world. Richie Barshay , on drums,
has performed internationally from
the outset, and has had extensive
tours with Heibie Hancock and
George Garzone. The group met at
Boston, where they were playing

the rest of us do not. But we've had
the encouragement from our
homes, whether it be in Puerto Rico
or in Connecticut. We've had a
diverse cultural scene and that
helped us play Latin jazz."

Dwelling on the origin of jazz,
Reinaldo said,”" It comes originally
from the African people, who came

Bangladeshi documentaries
in Mumbai Int’]l Festival

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Four documentary films by
Bangladeshi directors have been
invited' to the Mumbai Interna-
tional Documentary Festival that
began on February 3. Thefilmsare:
Karnophulir Kanna and Bonojatri
by Tanvir Mokammel, Rokeya by
Manzar-e Haseen Murad and Shei
Raater Kotha Boltey Eshechhi by
Kawsar Chowdhury,

Karnophulir Kanna highlights the
issues of indigenous people living
by the river Karnophuli in the Hill
Tracts and facing injustice when it
comes (o their land and identity.
Bonajatri focuses on the Sundar-
bans. Rokeya is a documentary on

the life and philosophies of the .

legendary women's rights activist
Begum Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain,
Shei Raater Kotha Boltey Eshechhi
features the atrocities by the Paki-

A scene from the documentary Shel Raater Kotha Boltey Eshechhi

stani army in Dhaka on the fateful
nightofMarch25,1971.
The festival, known as the biggest

film festival for documentaries l.n
the subcontinent will end on Feb-
ruary10.

che cakes galore at Satkhira
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Participants display an array of winter cakes

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

A day- long pitha festival was

Razzak Park in Satkhira town day
before yesterday. With the
theme, 'Hold on to our cultural

winter cakes,' the fair was
jointly organised by the Women
Entrepreneurs’ Academy and
Juba Karma Sangstan Sogiety.
Salma Elias, wife of Deputy
Commissioner of Satkhira, inau-
gurated the event.

Altogether 25 stalls with an
array of around 95 varieties of
cakes were set up at the fair. Of
them Tona Tuni Pithaghar,
Asmani Sishu Niketan, Poush,
Bhulona Amay, Pitha Pulir Asar
were the most popular,

A discussion followed with
Begum Mamtaz as chairperson
and Salma Elias as the chief
guest. Speakers called on the
organisers to hold such winter
cake fairs annually. They also
hailed the organisers for holding
the fair--the first of its kind in
Shatkhira,

Three organisations emerged
as the winners: Tona Tuni
Pithaghar, Asmani Shishu
Niketan and Satkhira Mahila
Samittee were adjudged as first,
second and third stalls in the
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with open arms. They are amicable,
full of joie de vivre, and are eager to
learn from others.

Members of the jazz band

New England and Berkley, Together
the two brothers combine their
]Eill']"l.lnf’ with their emotions and

studied both classical and’ jiZz,"
said Reinaldo. "The Curtis brothers

do have music in their families but

TV"GI'JIDE

jazzand othermusic foundin USAis
thal thereis alot ofimprovisationin
jazz, and the musicians have a large
meastre of freedom to express their
emotions -- that are often pensive
and poignant. " Richie added," Jazz
is very democratic music, because it
is always evolving and changing,
much more than classical music,
"We've played in Europe --where
most of American jazz musicians

been in places in Africa, in Congo,
Nigeria, Guinea and Camaroon.
Richie has been to Havana and
Tahit, apart from European cities,
LugueshasbeentoJapantoo.”
Reinaldo said that they had no
preconceived notions about their
trip to Dhaka, and were fascinated

They found the food quite sumptu-
ous and the warmth of the people
very heartening.

its cultural
talents

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

On the occasion of the third anni-
versary of the Barisal Bibhag
Shangskritik Shongstha, a cul-
tural programme was held at
National Theatre Stage,

perform -- as parts of different | o004 o i recipes. Among the
bands. Together this is the first time E; ain*fll c?ﬂ?:g ;ﬁ:f:; !’;r. ,{. | participants, the best 42
we're performing overseas. I've il ' contestants will be selected

nating from the Barisal district
who have made significant con-
tributions to our cultural arena
were awarded on the occasion.
The recipients of the award are
Sadek Khan, Asad Chowdhury,
Rezwana Chowdhury Banya,

: AT - ; Sadya Afreen Mallick, Tapan | ghow. The programme has
with tourist attractions like the Mahmud, Hedayat Hossain | generated iftersst in. our
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Khairul Alam Sabuj, Latifa Helen,
Begum Mumtaz and Basu Dev
Das.

show on Channel i

Popullar TV cookery. show,
Shera Radhuni' 1412 is
currently running on
Channel-i. The recipe
contest allows amateur or
professional chefs to
submit their original

in two categories,
traditional recipe and
creative recipe. The 10
finalists will get prizes of
goldomaments.

Small screen actress
Tania Ahmed hosts the

and nutritious eating
habits. The show is aired
onTuesdays at 7:50 pm.
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