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Alluring show-tunes of

y-gone days

SYED ABDUL HADI

|

mellowtune ofa flute tantalised my
ears, I could not but stand mesmer-
ised, till the hypnotic melody came
toan end. ] can'texpress the feeling
in words. A feeling of nostalgia
overwhelmed me. I looked around
and found two young South Ameri-
can musicians playing on their
indigenous flutes,

lapproached them and asked if
1 could get a recording of the tune
they had just played. They handed
mea CDand told me the composi-
tion is called By-gone Days. 1 gave
them ten pounds in return and was
in a bliss that could only be
expressed in the universal lan-
guage of music. This is the power of
music! Music triumphs where
language fails, and this, in particu-
lar, is the role of music in films. 1t
has to express the particular mood
of a sequence where the dialogues
fall short,

Unfortunately;, our filmmak-
ers had never properly appreciated
the basic role of music, They have
always indulged in exploiting
music to "fill up the void”; ignoring
the fact that silence sometimes is
the best music, Of course, there are
exceptions, depending on the

Twas an early Octoberdayand
I'was passing by abusy London

supermarket area, when the*

Abdul Ahad {R) with eminent litterateur Dr. Muhammad Shahidullah

choose from, let alone an orchestra
group. Nevertheless, the songs of
the film were melodious’ and
attained immense popularity and
appreciation.

We all know that songs play a
vital part in our films and seem to

Abdul Latif
meritof the director of the film and
the music composer as well. Direc-
tors like Fateh Lohani, Khan Ataur
Rahman, Zahir Raihan, Amjad
Hossain, and Sk Niamat Ali are
some of those who could use music
to create the desired expression
and also to add to the aesthetic
quality of their films.

In 1956 our first fehture film
Mukh O Mukhosh was released.
Despite its shortcomings, it was
hailed and heartily welcomed, as it
could overcome so many hurdles,
includinglack of technical facilities
and artists, etc. Samar Das, one of
our pioneering music composers,
scored the music. Even a music
director of his stature was criticised
at that time for not being able to be
selective in using proper musical
instruments in particular
sequences -- he usedelectric guitar
in a scene highlighting a village
with paddy fields all around.
Maybe there was no other alterna-
tive available to him at that time as
there were very few musicians to
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be inseparable from the
filmmaking formula of the subcon-
tinent. This is perhaps due to the
influence of opera to which our
filmmaking owes its ignition. This
is not unusual, but the problem is,
we have not been able to salvage
our filmmaking from that tradition
as adistinct media. With the excep-
tions of a very few, our films are
more opera than movie even to this
date, Indiscriminate use of songs,
continuous and imitating music
from the very beginning till the end
has been the dominant trend inour
films. It is not unusual to get a
headache if one ventiires to enjoy a
filmtillitsend.

Nevertheless, there are sparks
of excellence yet in this dismaying
situation, We may remember some
memorable songs like O amar
chokkhu nai in Fateh Lohani's
Asiva, Achhen amar mokhtar and
Hayre kopal mondo in Amjad
Hossain's Golapi Ekhon Train-e or
Shoachan pakhi in Humayun
Ahmed's Srabon Megher Din -~

which are a few examples of what
emotional and aesthetic effect can
be achieved by proper use of songs
infilms.

Some of the best examples of
situational songs in films are per-
haps Satyatjit Ray's Pather
Panchali where he aptly used a
traditional song Haire din to gelo
shondya holo, paar koro amarey to
create an atmosphere of the ulti-
mate tragedy of human life. Simi-
larly, we may remember The last
post played on trumpet by a fellow
soldier at the tragic death of his
friecnd in a combat in the famous
film From Here to Eterpity. Many
such examples can be cited from
memorable international films,

Apart from our heritage of folk
songs we also have a rich tradition
of lyrical or poetic music (kabliya
sangeer). Our composers, lyricists
and singers, all have put their best
to add to this genre. Lyricists who
have made amark during the 505 to
705 were Professor Abu Hena
Mustafa Kamal, Professor Md
Muniruzzaman and poet Shamsur
Rahman. Songs such as Amar
prothom dekha shey khon tirey
written by Abu Hena Mustafa
Kamal and sung by this author,
gained popularity; Mir Kasém'
Khan composed the song. Ami
shagorer o neel penned by Abu
Hena Mustafa Kamal, composed by
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Abdul Ahad and sung by Ferdousi
Rahman isaclassic.

During the late 60s Md
Rafiquzzaman, Gazi Mazharul
Anwar and Nazrul Islam Babu
attained popularity as lyricists;
they continue to enthrall the music
aficionados to this date with their
creations, Composers like Abdul
Ahad, Samar Das, Dheer Al
Monsur, Abdul Latif, Khandakar
Nurul' Alam, Subal Das, Sattya
Shaha, AltafMahmood, AliHossain
arc the pioneers in creating an
original style of lyrical music in
Bangladesh. After the Liberation
War, Alauddin Ali, Alam Khan,
Sheikh Sadi Khan, Ahmed Imtiaz
Bulbul and others introduced a
newtrendinmusic composition.

Songs or lyrical music have
always been more popular than
classical or absolute music in this
part of the subcontinent, which
Tagore had also observed in his
writings on the mass taste in music
in Bengal or Bangla speaking peo-
ple. In fact, Bangladesh could be
proud of reigning over the musical
arena of both Bangladesh and West
Bengal as a whole during late 605
and 704 in respect of quality; quan-
tity and creativity.

The authoris arenowned singer.

Ferdousi Rahman with noted ghazal singer Mehdi Hasan ata recording studio
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Chandra Shekhar: self-effacing
but self-assured
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Self-effacing but determined,
Chandra Shekhar, who has amazed
gallery viewers and connoisseurs
over the decades, revels in making
excellent pen-sketches and oils, He
has not known easy accolades like
some ofhis Bangladeshicantempo-
raries, who prefer to paint overseas.
He continues to toil and struggle in
his own country and goesintodoa
stint of commercial work every now
and then, 1o bring home the bread
and butter.

He has been a “friend, guide and
philosopher” to many successful
artists at the Institute of Fine Arls
(IEA), Dhaka University, and yet
gives credit to his mastery in paint-
ings and sketches to his teachers at
IFA. He has gone on to do bold
experimentation, believing that art
must progress, and meet the
demandsofthetime. Hehasbeenin
quest ol a soul pitch in his creative
artforagesnow.

Before entering the Department
of Fine Arts in 1976, he used to copy
images from calendars and bill-
boards as a child. He was also moti-
vated by the fascinating rickshaw
art, which he viewed around his
house in a nearby garage for vehi-
cles. Again, when he found repro-
ductions of artists like Pablo Picasso
and otherworld-renowned masters,
he reproduced them ad lib. How-
ever, Chandra Shekhar says he has

Colours of the Darkness
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no particular favourites in masters -
- gither in the west or east. He says
that he is motivated by any good
artwork that stirs him, irrespective
ofits acknowledgement by critiques
OIVIEWETS,

Today, when he has seen the
Louvers, Tate, Pompadour and
other European and Asian galleries,
he still feels that when he mused
over the reproductions as a child,
the impact was more breathtaking

and bewildering. “My reaction was
that artists in our country, were and
still are equally powerful,” he says,
“For good art a necessary environ-
ment is requisite, This ean exist
anywhere in the world. The factor
that shapes art is the sociv-political
situation, I believe, The Liberation
War, e.g, ushered in some of the
finest work, such as that of
Shahabuddin. Religion too guides
art, as we know that nun-ﬂgurauve
art tends to prevail in the Muslim
world. Zainul Abedin, for instance,
went into abstract art, a§'he dwelt
during the Pakistan days. Murtaja
Baseer received rave reviews for his
figurative art.” Meanwhile, the
rickshaw painting of'his time (when
only brush and oils are used) also
aroused his penchant for. daring
choiceofcoloursandlines.

Chandra Shekhar says that he
was notinto sophisticated art orien-
tation “as are some of the artistswho
have their origins in the bourgeois
or upper echelons of society,” as he
puts it. He was, however encour-
aged and egged on by his elder
sister, Maya Dey, who had'creative
and intellectual contacts in the
capital city, when he was a child in
Chittagong.

As for his'assessment of the state
of art, today, inlfhe 21st century, he
believes that there is not much
Jdndividual beauty in it. e says that
one artist tends to, copy-another.
“We do not hecessarily havésmuch|
genuine feelings, philosophy or
drive," hecomments.

Japan-Bangladesh

join hands

Japan and Bangladesh ties seem to be
warming up, Coming up on February 7is
the Japan Festival, jointly organised by
the Embassy of Japan in Bangladesh and
the Bangladesh National Museum. The
composite cultural programme runs till
BFebruary 18 at the Bangladesh National
Museum premises, says a pressrelease.
The inauguration of the festival will he
held at the Sufia Kamal Auditorium,
Bangladesh National Museum. M
Shamsul Islam, Minister for Information,
will be the chief guest. Other distin-
guished guests include Director General
of the National Museum, Professor
Mahmudul Haque, Ambassadorof Japan
to Bangladesh, Matsusiro Horiguchi and

other prominent personalities.

Language Movement.

Aly Zaker (L) and co-actorin a scene from the TV play Ghorsawaar-er
* Swapno. The play will be screened at 7:00 pm today at Ddhoni-chitra
Bhaban, Ghorsawaar-erSwapnois partof the 15-day film and TV play
festival by Ddhoni-chitra Ltd' to commemorate the month of
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« Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.
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. Nows (English) 8:20am,7:00pm

Telocasl of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at41:30 pm.
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|/ 4:00pin.6:00 pmand 6:00 pm.
| nty
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 Novis Hoadws el s 53057 30pm.

 ToraNews (Bangla) ot 6:30 pm. 11:30 pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 8:30
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