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Arshad barred
by his bank

. Pakistan off-spinner Arshad Khan
has been ordered to break off from
his role in this month's one-day
series against India and return to
hisjobinabank.

Allied Bank said the 34 year-old
cannot be given permission to play
for Pakistan in the series and must
return for normal banking duties
‘within seven days or face diseiplin-
ary gction.

"This deeision has been con-
veyed to you and the request of the

- Pakistan Cricket Board for your
participation in Pakistan team
against India could not meet
approval of comperent authority,"
wrote Khalid Sohail Azmi, a
regional head of the bank, to
Arshad in a letter obtained by
Heuters,

Most players are employed by
banks or big departments and are
automatically released and treated
‘oneddiity’ if required o play for
Pakistan,

Arshad was a member of the
Pakistan squad for the series
against England before Christmas
and was in the squad for the India

fo 56
_rx'plnyed in the one-day series
. against England but was not picked
- for either of the three Tests against
I,

Arshad has played nine Tests
and 56 vne-day intemnationals for

Pakistan.

Meril Cup
semis today

SPORTS REPORTER

Ajker Kagoj will take on Janakantha
and Sangbad face Samakal in the
two semifinals of the Meril Cup
- Media Football Tournament at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium.

- Ajker Kagoj eliminated holders
Jugantor 1.0 in yesterday's First
quarterfinal with Anjam scoring
the match winner. Samakal
brushed aside Bhorer Kagoj 6-0
with Ujjal slotting five goals while
Janakantha ousted Channel i 4-1
with Asif and Feroz evenly sharing
fourgoals.

In the most contested last eight-
matech at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium, Sangbad edged
REV 3-2 with a brace of goals frem
Faizur,

“7th wins for
Azad, Rupali

SPORTS REPORTER

Azad Sporting Club and Rupali
Bank both recorded their seventh
wins in the First Division Cricket
- Leagueyesterday.

A brilliant all-round show by
Ashiq, who captured 5-31 anc
scared 49, helped Azad (199-6) beat
Jatrabari Krita Chakra by four
wickets at the Dhaka University
graund while Rupali (240) handed
a 7l-run on to Bangladesh Boys
(168} arthe City Clubground.

Sharapova meets
Y, ngls in qtrs

:i p\ REUTERS, Tokye

4 O [‘c:p seed Miaria Sharapova pow-

% ered past American Lisa Raymond

:‘ﬁﬁ—d -4 to join Martina Hingis in

w‘: the Pan Pacific Open qudrterﬂndls
onThursday.

Four-times Tokyo winner
Martina Hingis fought back to beat
third seed Nathalie Dechy 4-6, 7-5,
6-2 and remain on course for a
semifinal showdown with defend-
ingehampion Sharapova.

“The Russian world number
lour's victory came with the mini-
mum ofiuss, Sharapova converting

hier first mateh point with a blister-

ingg backhand pass off a sharp
A Raymond volley.
25 "When I had the opportunity to
win, [ did,"” Sharapova told report-
ers "Butlthink L will play better. 1£ 1
keep improving | dernltely feel
confident | can win itagain.”

Ineontrast, Hlingis was forced to
digdeep afier an erratic start.

‘The former world number one
retirned to tennis last month,
reaching the last eight of the
Australian Open in her firse grand
B slam since inmnr forced her into
early retirementin 2002,

Hingis struggled to hold serve

fufﬂm firstsetand a halfbut dugin
o force a third set as Dechy's nerve
B

beginio waver,

“The "Swiss Miss" dominated her
French opponent in the deciding
se!‘. showing glimpses of the form
thnt brought her five grand slam

‘-, q% 5 titles berween 1997 and

l
D‘
.
+ Jamil wants
. M PAGE 16
%ﬂtﬂnugh I am a member of
the elub. | could do that because |
i ?E_pnlis. fean natpersonally go
anelwateh every march. The march
N teferee is responsible to report
‘5! back of the incidents. I will try to
check whether he hasbeen dishon-
est or not, although it is out of my
jurisdietion,” said Jamil,
1o find out the truth, the CCDM
chairman can easily take help from
_ video footageof the march.

PHOTO: AFP

Manchester United striker Louis Saha (C) celebrates his goal againstBlackburn Rovers with teammates during their
Premiership match at Ewood Park on Wednesday.

PREMIERSHIP

Big guns humbled

K% Football

AFP, Landon

Fifteen points clear with 14
matches left to play: Chelsea's
march to a second consecutive
Premiership title was left looking
unstoppable despite being held to
a I-1 draw at Aston Villa on
Wednesday.

It was a far from convincing
performance from Jose
Mourinho'sside,

But neither Manchester United,
heaten 4-3 at Blackburn, nor
Liverpool, who were held to a 1-1
draw by ten-man Birmingham,
proved capable of taking advan-
tage of the champions'slip-up,

Chelsea never found top gear
but Arjen Robben's fifth goal of the
season, drilled in after Joe Cole had
chested down a William Gallas
cross, looked (o have earned them
victory before Luke Moore
snatehed a point for Villa with a
scrambled late equaliser.

Chelsea manager Jose
Mourinho launched an incredible
post-match attack on referee Rob
Styles.

“Somebody has to ‘teach the
referee thar there is no law for
compensation in football and if he
has made a mistake in the first-half
he should not make a lot of other
mistakes in the second-half," he
said after both sides had strong

# .

Former Arsenal winger David
Bentley celebrated his permanent
move to Blackburn with a hattrick
as Mark Hughes's side held off a
United fightback in a seven-goal
thriller at Ewood Park.

Bentley put Blackburn ahead by
snaffling up a rebound from
Morten Gamst Pedersen's [free-
kick, only for Louis Saha to equalise
inside two minutes.

Blackburn got back in front after
@ mix-up between Rio Ferdinand
and United goalkeeper Edwin van
der Sar presented Bentley with the

easiest of opportunities to claim
hissecond goal of the evening,

~ LucasNeill's penalty in first-half
stoppage time, after a handball by
Wes Brown, and Bentley's third of
the nighr, 11 minutes after the
restart, added to Blackburn's
advantage.

Ruud van Nistelrooy came off
the bench to claim two trademark
poacher’s strikes and put United
back in the game but Sir Alex
Ferguson's men were unable to get
the equaliser they strived for,

The match finished acrimoni-
ously with Ferdinand sent off after
a reckless tackle that ended Robbie
Savage'sinvolvementinthe game.

An angry Ferguson was also
unhappywith the refereeing.

"Rio says he hasn't touched him
(Savage), 50 I'll just have to see the
video,” Ferguson said.

But Blackburn manager Mark
Hughes, the former Wales striker

who played under Ferguson at

United, said: "It looked a poor
challenge. Robbie has a badly
gashed shinand isshaken up.®

Birmingham's prospects at
Anfield were not helped by the
straight red card midfielder
Damien Johnson received for a
wild lunge at Daniel Agger mid-
way through the first hall

Burafter Steven Gerrard had put
the Reds ahead in the 62nd-
minute, Steve Bruce's side claimed
an unlikely point thanks o a Xabi
Alonso own goal within two min-
utes pktheenc. L

Arsenal's domestic :mubles
intensified with a 3-2 hame defeat
by Landon rivalsWest Ham.

Nigel Reo Coker and Bobby
Zamora both took advantage of
errors by Sol Campbell to put the
Hammers two-up completely
againstthe runof play.

Campbell was also ac fault on
the Hammers' second, failing to
close down Bobby Zamora before
the striker curled a shot round
Lehmann.

Arsenal pulled one back just
before half-time, Thierry Henry

getting the faintest of contacts on &
Robert Piresshot.

But the Gunners were left shells
shocked when Martthew
Etherington claimed a third for the
visitors with just over ten minutes
left, ensuring that a late Pires effort
for Arsenal had no impact on the
outcome.

Arsenal manager Arseng
Wenger feared for Campbell's
mentil health after the England
centre-half stormed out of the
ground after being substituted.

"I ook him off because he was
in a mental shape, I felr, too much

+ down to come back," Wenger said

after the defeat, with his star
defender nowherein sight.

He said the 31-year-old had
charged off without permission
and was too depressed to continue
playing.

Manchester City piled fresh
pressure on to embattied
Mewcastle manager Graeme
Souness with a convineing 3-0 win
atthe CityofManchester stadium,

City boss Stuart Pearce includecd
want-away Joey Barton in his
starting line-up and the midfielder
wias given a predictably hostile
reception from the fans.

But that did not prevent him
from creating City's opening goal
with a cross for on-loan Spaniard
AlbertRiera, who volleyed superbiy
intothe cornerofthe net.

An Andy Cole header and a
Dagius Mass el strike: mideway,
through the second halfcompleted
amiserable night for the Newcastle
players, who were roundly abused
by theirown travelling fans,

Struggling Portsmouth claimed
a point at home to Bolton, for
whom Khalilou Fadiga squandered
a first-half penalty.

The Senegalese midfielder
made amends after the break with
i long-range free-kick that evaded
Dean Kiely but Portsmouth
deserved the equaliser claimed by
substitute Azar Karaclas five min-
utes from theend.

A wise decision by Inzy

ﬂg]jkicket

REUTERS, Karachi

Pakistan captain Inzamamul Hag
will only make himself available for
future matches on a selective basis
after a recurring back problem
foreed him to miss the final Test in
the home series against India.

‘It is not a career threatening
problem but it does become a nui-
sance if not taken proper care off,"
Inzamam told Reuters on'Thursday.

“In future, 1 will ry to sit out on
matcheswherepossible.”

The 35-year-old batsman, who
has won 107 Test and 351 one-day
caps, wis unable o field on the last
twodays of the drawn secondTest in
Faisalabad and did not play at all in
the series clinching victory in
Karachiduetohisback problem.

"I plan to sitout Test and one-day
matches where nothing much s at
stiuke and where I can take a rest in
order to preserve myself for the more
importantgames,” headdec.

“Ilfwe havewon aseries, [ can rest
in the final games and it gives us a
chance toblood young players.”

Inzamam confirmed his back
injury had recovered and he was
planning to play in the first of five
one-dayers against India at
Peshawar next Monday, but cau-
tioned that if he wanted to continue
through to the 2007 World Cup he

Scholastica
in last four

BDNEWS, Dhaka

Scholustica moved to the semifinal
of the Exim Bank Inter College

men's handball tournament beat- -

ing Dr Shaheedullah College 8-5 at
the Outer Stadium handball
ground on'Thursday.

The winners led the first half 4-
>

In the day's other matches,
Bangla College defeated RK
Chowdhury Degree College 185-2
after leading the first half -0 while
Imperial College beat Metropolis
College 15-2.

had to take care of himself.

He also described the 1-0 Test
series win over India as very satisfy-
ingeven though he did not playin the
deciding match thar n[\h&d on
Wednesday.

"We enjoyed a very good Test
victory in Karachi,” he saic of the
34 1-runtriumph.

"As a captain, | am very satisfied
with the way the team fought back
from a first-over hattrick and 39 for
sixtowin thematch.

"We can't rest on our laurels after
this performance and must
approach the one-dayerswithakiller
instinect.”

Pakistan are an bnproving side

and after drawn tours in West Indies
and India, have enjoyed home series
vigtories over England and India in
the pastiewmonths.

Inzamam, who was appointed
captain in November 2003, credited
the resurgence of his team to a con-
sistent selection policy adopted in
the last two years under coach Bob
Woolmer.

"It is gratifying for me to see my
players develop into a fighting and
mature outfit in the last two and half
years as they had faced a lot of eriti-
cismbefore then," headded.

"Hut I still believe we have along
wayto go before laving claim o being
the best.

INDO-PAK TESTS AVERAGES

REUTERS, Karachi

won 1-0on'Wednesday,

100, 50, "denotas not out):
PAKISTAN
Batsman

Yaunis Khan
Kamran Akmal
Makid Yousuf
Faisallgbal
Shahid Afrid
Inzamamul Haq
Abdul Razzag
INDIA

Rahul Dravid
Virender Sehwag
Mahendra Dhoni
YuvrajSingh
VWS Laxman
Souray Ganguly
Sachin Tendulkar
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figures, 5 wkis/innings, 10 wkisimatch):
PAKISTAN

Bowler M 0o M
Mohammad Asif 2. . Gheli i
Abdul Razzaq 2. 624254
Shahid Afridi 3 RER 0
DanishKanera 3 82 6
ShoaibAkhtar 3 652 M7
INDIA

Zaheerkhan 2 M4 AT
RudraPratap 2 - il
lrfan Pathan 3 Has T
AnilKumble 3 143 14
Sourav Ganguly 2 28, -2

Averages for the three-malch Test serias between India and Pakistan which the hosts

BATTING (Tabulate under malches, innings, not out, runs, highest scare, average,

BOWLING (Tabulate under matches, avers, maidens, runs, wickets, average, best

R HS Ave 100s &0s
553 199 110.60 2 2
293 118 97 66 2 |
461 173 92.20 2 2
144 139 12.00 1 =
330 156 b6, 00 2 1
120 19 60.00 1 -
204 90 51.00 - 1
41 128° 80.33 2 -
294 254 73.50 |
179 148 509.66 I
171 122 57.00 I -
138 90 46,00 - 1

7 ar 35.50 . .
63 26 21.00

R W Ave Bast 5 10
229 8 2862 478 - -
281 B )92 4-88 - -
184 3 6133 281 tw
309 5 61.80° ‘3-165 - -
253 4 6325 270 i =0-
s 10 J7.40 461 .
ey 93830 489 -

486 B 8075 361 I
629 9 B69.88 3150 -
9L 1 91.00 1-68 -

‘Drogba is not a
one man teamy’

AFP, Cairo

Cameroon have alot more to worry
about than just Ivory Coast's star
striker Didier Drogba in Saturday's
Alfrican Nations Cup quarterfinal,
said the Indomitable Lions captain
Rigobert Song on Thursday.

The 29-year-old two-time
African Nations Cup winning
defender admitted that Drogha -
scorerof two goals so far - was atop
class forward but if they concerned
themselves too much with him
then they risked disaster.

“Didier Drogba is one of the top
strikers in Africa, and in the English
Premiership," said Song.

"We must be focused and vigi-
lant as regards him, but there are
many others in the Ivory Coast
team that are also dangerous,”
added Song, who is set to win his
108rd cap and extend his record of
African Nations Cup finals appear-
ancesto7. [

Drogba's Chelsea teammate
Geremi echoed his captain's feel-
ings. :

"Didier is a damn fine striker, he
is as effective with his feet as his
head, and we obviously have to
keep an eye on him,” said Geremi,
who scored in the 2-0 win over
Democratic Republic of Congo.

"However Ivory Coast did not
just qualify for the World Cup finals
because of him. Yes his goals
helped but they have many others
in the eam that are capable of
hurting us if we focus too much on
Didier," added Geremi, a member
of the 2000 Olympic winning team
and two African Nations Cup title
victories.

Parreira unfazed by
Dida's poor form
INTERNET, undared

Brazil coach Carlos Alberto
Parreira has played down concemns
about AC Milan goalkeeper Nelson
Dida's recentpoor form.

Bida who is set to defend
Brazil's goal in the World Cup in
Cermany later this year, has given
unconvincing performances for
hisclubinrecent games.

The Milan keeper was stunned
in Saturday's 1-1 draw against
Sampdoria, with Andrea
Gasbarroni's long-range effort
bouncing off Dida's arm and into
thenet.

The result distanced Milan from
the Scudetto as they are cugrently

12 points behind Segia A Jeaders.

Juventus.

“I am not worried about Dida’s
current form,” said Parreira.

“I have full confidence in him
and in his quality. He has a lot of
experience and is a hard worker®
Parreira added.

Int'l jr tennis
from tomorrow

BDNEWS, Dhaka

The weeklong Dhaka Bank
international Junior Tennis
Tournament (Group-3) will tomor-
row at the National Tennis
Complexin Ramna.

A total of 163 players including
89 boys are taking part in the tours
nament, general secretary of
Bangladesh Tennis Federation
(HTF) Sanaul Haque told at & news
conference onThursday.

Managing Director of Dhaka
Bank Shohed Noman, BTE vice-
president Alauddin Chowdhury,
BTE treasurer Manjurur Rahman
Raskin, tournament director Ahsan
Habib also spokeon the occasion.

The participating 24 countries
are Armenia, Belarus, Canada,
China, Spain, Indonesig, India,
Italy, Japan, South Korea, Pakistan,
Moldova, Netherlands,
Philippines, Singapore, Portugal,
Russia, Thailand, Chinese Taipei,
Turkey, Ukraine, USA, Uzbekistan
and the hosts Bangladesh.

The single's champion will garn
60 I'TE junior ranking points while
the doubles winners will get 50
points.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Fazlur Rahman will inaugu-
rate the tournament as chief guest,
Founding chairman of Sponsors
Dhoka Bank Limited Abdul Hay
Sarkar will be present as special
guest.

Lee relief for

FROM PAGE L6

“Brett in particular has bowled
very, very well to him.

“Our plans that we've had set for
him have worked very well and
we've got a few more opportunities
now to keep him under pressure
and when we get back aver there it
would be nice to have him under
pressure in South Africa as well, in
frontofhis home crowd.”

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA: Ricky Ponting (Cap-
tain), Adam Gilchrist, Simon
Katich, Damien Martyn, Andrew
Symonds, Michael Clarke, Mike
Hussey, Brad Hogg, Breft Dorey,
Stuart Clark, Glenn MeGrath,
James Hopes (Super sub).

SOUTH AFRICA: Graeme Smith
{Captain), Boeta Dippenaar,
Jacques Rudolph, Herschelle
Gibbs, Ashwell l’rincc,,]uslin
Kemp, Mark Boucher, Shaun
Pollock, Andrew Hall, Johan van
der Wath, Johan Botha, Charl
Langeveldt, Dale Steyn, Garnett
Kruger, Monde Zondeki.

EUROPEAN CUPS TIES

Barca, Juve knocked out

K$¥ Football

REUTERS, Barrefona

Spanish champions and Primera
Liga leaders Barcelona were
knocked out of the King's Cup on
Wednesday despite claiming a 2-1
victory over Real Zaragoza at the
NouCamp.

Zaragoza's emphatic 4-2 win in
the first leg was enough to earn
them a 5-4 aggregate victory over
the Catalans, who were reduced 1o
10 menlate in the first half after the
sendingoff of Ronaldinha.

Victor Munoz's side now face a
semifinal showdown against Real
Madrid, the team they beat in the
final two years ago.

Deportivo Coruna joined
Zaragoza in the last four after a 1-1
draw at Valencia gave them a 2-1
aggregate victory in their resumed
quarterfinal tie which was played
behind closed doors at the
Mestalla.

Deportivo midfielder Viator's
70th minute penalty cancelled out
David Villa's strike in last week's
abandoned game and ensured the
Galiciansofa place in the semis.

Barcelonafaced anuphill taskat
the Nou Camp, but they wasted no
time pushing forward.

Argenting teenager Lionel Messi
grazed the far post with alow drive
in the eighth minute after he had
been put clear by Ronaldinho and
midfielder Deco went close with a
rasping free Kick,

Mexican midfielder Rafael
Marquez then had a powerful

header cleared off the ling by cen-
tré-back Diego Milito. But the
Catalans' ambitious game plan
meant they were living danger-
ouslyatthe back.

Reserve keeper Albert Jorquern
pulled off a fantastic reflex save to
turn a thundering shot from
midfielder Cani over the bar just
hefore the half hour and produced
another greatstop ta blocka point-
blank header from Ewerthon.

Barca's hopes of turning round
the tie took a heavy blow when
Ronaldinho was controversially
given a straight red card for a chal-
léenge on Cani, sparking an angry
responsefrom the home fans.

But the incident only served to
breathe new life into Frank
Rijkaard’s side and four minutes
later Messi put them E-0 up on the
night when he headed in Ludovic
Giuly'scross.

Still needing another goal, Barca
continued to pour forward after the
break and midfielder Andres
Iniesta hit the base of the post early
on.

Their hopes of a comeback were
extinguished, however, when
Zaragoza midfelder Oscar found
himself in space on the left and
curled a swirling shot past
Jorquera. Henrik Larsson's stop-
page-time goal matteredlittle.

In Italy, Serie A leaders Juventus
were knocked out of the Iralian Cup
on the away goals rule on
Wednesday after a 1-0 win at AS
Roma meant the quarterfinal
finished 3-3 on aggregate.

Urged on by a crowd of 51,000 at
Rome's Olympic Stadium, the

home side started sirongly with
Francesco Totti forcing Juve keeper
Christian Abbiatiinto a diving save
froma free kick.

In the 18th minute a foul by
Pavel Nedved onTottiled to oppos-
ing players almost coming o blows
and red cards beingshown to Roma
midfielder Olivier Dacourt and
Juve striker Ziatan Ibrahimovie.

The dismissals did not stop
Roma pressing forward, midfielder
Daniele De Rossi heading narrowly
wide before the halF-houg.

Juve's first real scoring chance
came a minute before halftime
when keeper Gianluca Curci
reacted well to tip a Marcelo
Zalayeta header ovérthe bar.

Having played so well up to the
interval, Roma let Juve back into
the contest three minutes after the
restart when Simone Perrotta
handled in the box and Adrian
Mutuconverted the penalty.

Coach Fabio Capello sent on
Emerson and striker Alessandro
Del Piero, scorer of Juve's two first-
leg goals, ashe wenton the attack.

Del Piero struggled to impose
himself against a solid Roma back
four but in the 715t minute team-
mate Patrick Vieira almost netted
with a superb right-footed shot
thathitthe baseofthepost,

In the semifinils Roma will face
Palermao, who eliminated AC Milan
onTuesday.

Another side to progress on the
away goals rule was Udinese, who
drew 2-2 ar Sampdoria on
Wednesday to lgave the tie drawn
3-3onaggregate.

Magpies sack Souness

K%y Football

AFP, Necastle

Graeme Souness's troubled 15-
monthreign as Newcastle manager
came to an end on Thursday when
the club terminated his contract
withimmediate effect.

The sacking, which had been
anticipated for weeks, came the
day after a3-Odefearat Manchester
City left the Magpies k5th in the
Premiership table, just six points
above the, relegation zone follow-
ing a run in which they have taken
one point from six matches,

For a club with one of the big-
gest and most passionate supports
in English foatball, such a position
was untenable, particularly given
that Souness had been allowed to
spend nearly 50 million pounds on
bringing in new players.

“Newcastle United today
announced that the employment
of Graeme Souness has been termi-
nated with immediate effect,” a
statement from the club said.

Glenn Roeder, the former West
Ham manager who is currently

GRAEME SOUNESS
head of Neweastle'syouthacademy,
will take charge of the first team for
Saturday's match against
Portsmouth, with club caprain Alan
Shearer assisting him.

Shearer, who 15 due to stop
playing at the end of this season,
has long been seen as a future
manager ofhishometown club.

The 52-year-old Souness began
as player-manager at Scottish
giants Rangers, revalutionising
Scottish foothall with big-name
imports from England before
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Dhaka Bank managing director Shahed Noman addresses a press confer-

moving to Liverpool, where he had
enjoyed huge success as one of the
finest miclfielders of s genera-
tion.

After two seasons ar Anfield,
during which he under-went open
heart surgery, Souness had spells at
Turkey's Galatasaray,
Southampton, Torino, Benfica,
Southampton and Blackburn
before joining Newcastle.

FA begins hunt
for S{reﬁ" A%
SUCCesSor

INTERNET, undated

The Foathall Association will begin
their search for Sven Goran
Eriksson'ssuccessor on Thursday.

The FAboardwill meetfor the first
time since Eriksson's summer
departure was confirmed and their
first task will be (o elect a five-man
panel that will detide on England’s
newcoach.

Chairman Geoff Thompson and
chief executive Brian Barwick will be
part of the group, while director of
football development Sir Trevor
Brooking is expected to play an
advisory role - as he is considered by
some (o be a contender to be part of
thenewcoachingset-up.

Reports suggest the other three
members are likely tobe Noel White,
chairman of the FA'S intemational
committee, chairman of the Premier
League Dave Richamds and Arsenal
vice-chairman and board member
David Dein - who played a major role
inEriksson'sappointment.

Once appointed, the panel will
draw up a shortlist for the position
before deciding on whom they
should makeamavefor.

Current favourites Guus Hiddink
and Martin O'Neill are expected 1o
head the shortlist, with Englishmen
Alan Curbishley, Sam Allardyce,
Stuart Pearce and Steve McClaren all

enceat the National Tennis Complex on Thursday. liketytobe considered.
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