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istoric Ramna Gate

left uncared for

NOVERA DEEPITA

ughtless activities of people
are destroying the architectural
structures and monuments
bearing the history of the 400-
year-old eity. One such example
is the Ramna Gate at the
entrance to the road leading to
Dhaka University TSC from
Doyel Chattar.

A round 15 feet high monu-
ment in the middle of the road
and two wall-like structures on
the roadside islands constitute
the historjc gate. Posters and wall
writings have made the central
monument dirty while bushes

have grown around the two other
structures.

There is no sign of mainte-
nance or renovation. The posters
put on the central monument
bear the names of government,
non-government, cultural and
political organisations.

“Those who are supposed to
maintain the heritage of this land
and pass it on to the next genera-
tion are actually destroying it,”
says Habib Hasan, a pedestrian.

Asked about the posters of
Shilpakala Academy put on the
monument, Zinat Barkatullah,
director of production depart-
ment of the academy, said: "We

NEVEr paste any poster on any
wall or historic structure of the
city."

"The poster bearing acade-
my's name is about a cultural
eventscheduled to be held in our
auditorium. The organisers have
rented the auditorium for the
show,"she said.

Sohel Farouquie, the chief
conservatory officer of Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC), said:
"DCC cleans the posters every
morning. But due to lack of
awareness of people, the historic
structure is not properly main-
tained. "

“If we clean it in the morning,

the gate will be covered with
posters in the following evening.
DCC have no gardener to clean
thebushes," he added.

Mehzabin Khan, a former
student of Dhaka University,
said: “There are many such
historic structures we have in
this city, which always remain
uncared for.”

The history regarding the
name of the Ramna Gate is alittle
confusing. City dwellers once
used to call it Mir Jumlar Phatak
(The gate of Mir Jumla). Mir
Jumla was the third Subahdar
(ruler) of Dhaka, a Mughal
emperor's representative, during

_: Tha Ramna Gate stands sans maintenance or renovation in the DU campus.

1660-63. 3

According to 'Dhaka Smriti
Bismritir Nagari,' a book by
Muntassir Mamun, a professor of
history at Dhaka University, the
city was expanded during the
period of Mir Jumla, stretching
up to Jafarabad in the west,
Postagola in the east and Tongi
Bridgeinthe north.

Itis generally believed that Mir
Jumla constructed this gate in
order to guard the city from the
attacks of the Magh from the
north, according to the Bangla-
pedia.

Ahmed Hasan Dani, a
historian who wrote 'Dacca: A
Record of its Changing Fortunes*
in 1962, however, discovered the
original history of the gate.

Examining the pillars he
concluded that the pillars were
made in European architectural
style--a fact which proves that
they were not builvin the Mughal
period.

According to Dani, British
magistrate Charles Dawes, an
active member of the Dhaka
Committee formed for the deve-
lopment of the city, built these
pillarsin the 1820s.

Prof Muntassir Mamun says:
Dawes used the prisoners of jails
to clean the Ramna area and
founded a racecourse with a
wooden fence around the oval-
shaped field. To connect this
racecourse with the main city, he
constructed a road, which is now
known as the Kazi Nazrul Islam
Avenue, and built the Ramna
Gateatthe entrance ofit.

Shehreen Rashid, a resident in

history books that once the city
dwellers used to pass through
this road on elephants. The
British people used to come to
enjoy horserace at the raceco-
urse.”

Rajuk order igno

by developer

SM KAUSAR ISLAM

Ignoring an order from Rajdh-
ani Unnayan Kartripakkha
(Rajuk) to stop construction
work of a 12-storey building
and demolish the constructed
part of the illegal building at
Lake Circus Kalabagan, the
developer is continuing with
thejob.

The developer, Ena Prope-
rties, has already constructed 2
floors of the building since the
issuance of the Rajuk order on
September 25 lastyear.

Rajuk officials said the
developer has violated the
terms and conditions after they
got permission and Rajuk can
demolish such establishments
anytime.

"We have declared the
construction of the building
illegal after finding irregu-
larities in the project. They
cannot continue with the
work," said Nurul Islam,
authorised officer-1, Design
Approval Section, Rajuk. But
Rajuk has failed to ensure
compliance ofits order. .

The construction was going
on in full swing in the last week
of December. It has been
alleged that the developer is
continuing with the work
bribing a section of officials
concerned.

Before issuing the final
notice to demolish the establi-
shment, Rajuk issued an order
in April last year to the Ena
Properties to submit relevant
documents. But the developer
failed to submit the documents
and continued with the work.

However, the officials of Ena
Properties claimed that they
have all the legal documents to
construct this 12-storey buil-

; ! ding.
DU area, said, “I have read in

"We don't understand the
meaning of such order from
Rajuk. Our design as well as the
entire project was approved by
Rajuk and if they now say we
are doing wrong, it's unfortu-
nate," said Mosleh Uddin,

executive director, Ena
PropertiesLtd.
About their failure to submit

the papers to Rajuk, he said
they did not receive the letter
from Rajuk in time. "We are
ready to go for legal fight to
prove our establishmentlegal,"
headded.

About keeping lesser space
than required for road in front

Before issuing
the final notice
to demolish the
establishment,
Rajuk issued an
order in April last
year to the Ena
Properties to sub-
mit relevant doc-
uments. But the
developer failed
to submit the
documents and
continued with
the work.

of the building, the executive
director said: "May be there is
one ortwoinches deficiency."

In May 2005, locals
submitted a memorandum to
the Rajuk chairman as the
developer did not stop the
construction,

"This area is heavily
congested where the roads are
narrow and there is heavy
traffic jam. The developer did

not keep enough space fér
roads around their building,
that is why we brought this
matter to'the Rajuk aulhorlt}i"
said Md Kabir, a resident of the
area. i ]
"We are already faciig
shortage of electricity, gas and
water and the situation wlll
aggravate if 82 more families
are added after construction of
the new apartment building,"
said Mostafa Ekram, one of the
53 signatories to the memora-
ndum. ; ;
Asked why they complainec
only aboutthis structure,
there are already a number of
high-rise buildings in Kalaba-
gan area, the residents said
they had also protested the
construction of two or three
otherbuildings. -
"We issued three letter
asking the developer to prove
their right to construct the
building but they failed to do
so. And finally we issued the
order to demolish it," said
Nurul Islam. :
About the ongoing constru-
ction work, he said Rajuk will
soon take action against the
developer. :
"We will soon send letter to
the home ministry and other
authorities, seeking permi-
ssion to demolish this illegal
establishment,” said Islam. = |
When contacted, officers at
Dhanmondi Police Station said
they had stopped the constru-
ction work a month back and
but they have no idea about the
presentsituation. 1
"When Rajuk needs our help
to implement any of their
decision, it sends us letter but
when Rajuk declares any
construction project illegal it
does not inform. us,” said
Harun-ur-Rashid; officer-in-
charge, Dhanmondi POIICF
Station.
"We will take action if they
are doing the construction
illegally," he added. P

MATS by 05:02-2006.

~ Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Directorate of Health
Mahakhali, Dhaka-1212

No.. D:H:/M: Assistance/ MATS-Admission/2005-2006/636

Notice

Subject: With regard to admission of students (male/female) from the
| waiting list in the second phase as per merit list to Medical Assistant
~| Training Schools (MATS) under current 2005-2006 academic session.

.Admission of selected students (male/female) from waiting list in the first phase to medical assistant
__training course in the Medical Assistant Training Schools (MATS) under 2005-2006 academic session
was completed on 29/12/2005. As seats remain vacant after a specific period after admission,
. .candidates bearing the following registration numbers on the waiting merit list have been selected
+ temporarily for admission in the second phase and at the same time candidates who applied to the
MATS concerned as the wards of freedom fighters and bearing the following registration numbers have
been selected temporarily for admission on the basis of merit. They must be enrolled at the sp'eciﬁeg__

For admission, other terms and conditions of this directorate’s nolice No.-D:H/M: Assistance/ MATS-
Admission/2005-2006/7177, Dated: 26/10/2005, will remain unchanged. Students (male/female) who
gol the opportunity are asked to immediately contact the principal of respective MATS with regard to

Dated: 19/01/2006

admission.
List of Selected Candidates from the Waiting List
Name of the Registration Number Total Number Waiting Serial
 MATS
Bagehat | 0049, 0251, 0146, 0209, 0001, 0166, 0064, 14 611074
0003, 0069, 0248, 0113, 0085, 0283, 0131

Kushtia 0187, 0084, 0138, 0125 04 091012

Noakhall 0365 01 05

Sirajgan] 0017, 0226, 0300, 0250, 0038 05 141018

Tangail 0019, 0166, -IJ02E 03 0810 10
Merit-based Registration Number of Wards of Freedom Fighlers

Name ol the MATS Name Registration Number
_ Bagethat No Applicant ==
. Kushifa Many Mondal 0006

Noakhall Lutfur Rahman 0392

Sh'a']’ﬁanf" Alaya Sul lana 0004

; L_w 4 No Applicant -

s i Prof Dr Khandaker Md Sifayet Ullah
Ll _ Director
DﬁP-!MWG Medical Education and Health Manpower Development
G-17 Directorate of Heallh, Mahakhali, Dhaka
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