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Blast kills 100th
British soldier
in Iraq

REUTERS, London

A British soldier was killed by an
explosion in southern Iraq on
Tuesday, becoming the 100th
British service member to die in the
campaign since the US-led inva-
sionin2003.

The Ministry of Defense said
three other soldiers were hurt, one
serjously, in the blast, which took
place on Tuesday moming in the
southern port of Umm Qasr in
Basraprovince. © =

It gave no further details of the
incident, nor of the identities of the
soldiers, who were from the 7th
Armoured Brigade, the main
British forcein Iraq.

"I can confinm that a British
soldier died from injuries sus-
tained as a result of an explosion at
approximately 8:34 local time in
Hasra province,” a ministry spokes-
mansaid.

The three injured soldiers were
being treated at Britain's Shaiba
hasenearby.

The spokesman confirmed that
the death was the 100th in the Iraq
operation.

"Every death in Iraq is as tragic,
whetherit's the 100th or the 99th or
the first. They are all equally
tragic,” he said. Of those who died
during the aperation, 77 are listed
as having been killed in action and
therestthroughaccidentorillness.

Opposition plans
protests to mark
Nepal king's
takeover

AFP, Kathmandc

Nepal opposition groups said they
would mark the first anniversary
Wednesday of King Gyanendra's
seizure of power with protests and
a mass rally, as police reported 20
women detained for staging a
demonstration.

*The seven opposition parties
will be holding rallies in different
parts of the Kathmandu valley and
converge for a mass meetingat2pm
in Basantapur (in the city centre),”

Shovakar Parjull, secretary of the

Nepali Congress party, told AFP
The parties were sidelined
when King Gyanendra sacked the

government ‘on Febroary 1 last’

yedr, clalming it was corrupt, ad
failed to hold elections and had not
managed to defeat a decade-long
Maoist insurgency which has killed
maore than 12,000 people.

After taking over, Gyanendra
jailed politicians, declared a state
of emergency and cut off telecom-
munications.

Political parties and student
groups have since then staged
periodie protests, including rallies
10 days ago which sparked running
battles between police and activ-
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PHOTC: AFP
British Prime Minister Tony Blair (R) shakes the hand of Afghanistan's President Hamid Karzai (L) during the opening
speeches at a conference on Afghanistan in London yesterday. Karzal fold the war-tom country’s international
partners Tuesday that any weakness in fighting terrorism within Afghanistan would lead to bloodshed across the
world. He told a conferance of donors to his fledgling democracy that they had to stand firm in the fight against nar-
cotics cultivationand back his strategy for bringing Afghanistan off its knees.
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World has stake in
helping Afghanistan

Says Kofi Annan

AFP, London

The entire international commu-
nity has a major stake in helping
Afghanistan meet the "serious
challenges ahead,” UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan warned at a
conference of world leaders in
LondonTuesday.

Speaking before countries
signed a new compact with
President Hamid Karzal's govern-
ment, Annan said continued inter-
national involvement was neces-
sary to build on developments
since the extremist ruling Taliban
wasoustedin2001,

“This is a time for committed
action,” he explained. "After being
forced to sacrifice so much in war,
the Afghan people have willingly
given even more to peace. They
expect a peace dividend. And they
deserveit."

Annan, flanked by British Prime
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Minister Tony Blair, Karzal and US
Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice,
graised Afghanistan's transition
om "a nation held hostage by
terror and by terrorists" into a
"nascentdemocracy”.

But he warned that the creation
of a democratic constitution,
representative national parliament
and legitimately-elected govern-
ment should nat blind people to
the "seriouschallengesahead".

Chiefamongthem were the fight
against a resurgentTaliban, particu-
larly in the south, extremist violence
and the illegal narcotics industry, all
ofwhich threatened the gains made
inthelastfiveyears, headded.

"Afghanistan's progressisalsoa
global concern. It is in the interest
of the entire international commu-
nity to provide assistance as the
country consolidates its moves
towards peace, democracy and,
above all, security, which under-

pins advancement on every other
front," he said.

*The partnership (between the
UN and Afghan factions) which
emerged in Bonn (in 2001), and

* which we renew today, must con-

tinue to support the Afghan peo-
ple... as they work to realise their
vision ofavibrantAfghan state.”

Annan said the new "compact"
-- which will provide international
military and economic support in
exchange for Kabul promoting
stability and development -- com-
mits other countries to "sustained
and prolonged engagement" in
Afghanistan.

Security concerns were at the
head of the list of priorities, he
stated.

Forces from the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO) are
deploying extra troops to
Afghanistan as part of the recon-
struction and security effort.

Second US
soldier found
guiltyof =
Afghan assault

REUTERS, Kabul

A US military court found & m&
soldier guilty of mistreating detain-
eesin P

Afghanistan in July and sen-
tenced him to six months in deten-
tion, the US military said.

Sergeant Kevin D. Myricks was
found guilty of conspiracy to mal-
treat a detainee and maltreatment
of two detainees at a hearing at a
UShase in Afghanistan on Monday.

The court martial and subse-
quent punishment of the soldier
reflected the seriousness with
which the military viewed the inci-
dent, said Major General Jason
Kamiya, commander of US:-led
forces fighting insurgents in
Afghanistan.

Myricks, demoted to the mnk of
private, was being held at the main
US base at Bagram, north of Kabul,
pending transfer to Kuwait for deten-
tion, the US military said in a state-
ment.

US will not give in to
Carroll's kidnappers

REUTERS, Bagitdad

The United States will not give in to the
demands ofthe kidnappers of reporter
Jill Carroll, a US military spokesman
said on'Tuesday, after a new video was
aired in which she called for Iraqi
women prisonerstobefreed.

The American journalist
appeared veiled and weepingin the
video broadeast by Arabic satellite
channel Al Jazeera on Monday
night. Her voice could not be heard
on the tape but Al Jazeera said she
called for US forces and the Iraqi
Interior Ministry to release all
womenin their custody.

It was the first glimpse of Carroll
since her kidnappers released a
video on January 17 in which they
threatened to kill her within 72
hours if women prisoners were not
released. The deadline had passed
with nowordonherfate.

"We will not make concessions
to terrorist demands,” US military
spakesman in ITraq Liettenant
Colonel Barry Johnson told
Reuters. The United States says it
does notnegotiate with kidnappers
Or terrorists.

He said US forces were continu-
ing to work with Iragi authorities
"to resolve the situation as quickly
as possible.” US and Iraqi soldiers
have staged several raids on homes
andamosquein theirhuntforher.

The US military released five
women prisoners last week, but
both they and Iraqi officials
insisted the move had been pre-

US forces say they continue to
hold at least four more women secu-
rity detainees. The [raqi government
has been pressing for the release of
the women; the detention of women
offends Iragis and the U.S, military
seeks to avoiditinmostcases.

“The American journalist kid-
napped in Iraq urged her family
and Americans around the world to
demand that U.S. military forces
and the Iragi interior (ministry)
release all Iraqi women prisoners,”
Jazeera said on Monday.

“She said that this would help in
her release,” the station said, with-
outgiving further details.

The Interior Ministry holds up
to 2,000 suspects, the United
Nations says, and was the focus of
contraversy when US troops found
dozens of abused Sunni men in a
secret jail last year.

An Iraqi Justice Ministry official
said there were a number of
women among about 7,000 people
being held in civilian jails under its
control, although he did riot have
anexact figure.

Carroll, 28, a freelance journal-

ist working for the Christian’

Science Maonitaor, was abducted in
Baghdad on January 7 by gunmen
who also killed her [raqi interpreter
onthespot.

There has been a spate of
kidnappings of foreigners in Iraq over
the past few months afteralull during
most of 2005. Four Christian peace
activists -- a Briton, an American and
two Canadians -- are still being held

ist§ in Durbar Square, the historic | planned and was not linked to the  captive, as are two Kenyan engineers
old heartof Kathmandu. hostage-takers' demands. andaJordanian embassy driver.
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Memo Na.-CAABIAJL:A/109/75/21

Leasing Notice

Leasing tenders are invited as per the terms and conditions mentioned below from individualifirm/arganisation
intarested in taking up a lease an (a) Photostat Shop No.-2 in the west of the Customs Clearing & Forwarding Agent
Assoclation office building in front of the Airport Restaurant of Zia Intemational Airport, (b) eleaning of different areas
o &ia Intemational Airport, Kurmitela, Tejgaon and Banani Residential area and (c) on a total of 2 (two) public toilets -
=@ne an the graund loar of multi-storey car park and another on its first flacr,

Dated: 08-01-2006

01 | Tenure of leasing

01 (one) year from the date of handover

per sel

02 | Specified price of Teasing tender

Tk 250/- (\wo hundred fifty) only (non-refundable).

Specified eamest money

cancelled outright.

Eamest maney amounting to 10% (ten percent) af |
annual queted price in the form of Bank Draft/Pay
Order from any scheduled bank In Bangladesh in
favour of Director, ZIA, should be submitted with the
leasing tender. Otherwise tender will be treated as

tender

04 Place & fime of selling leasing

Section.

Section,

Leasing tender can be purchased from the places
mentioned below during office hours:
a) CAAB, Headquarters, Accounts Section and Assels

b) Office of the Chief Engineer, CAAB, Headquarters,
¢) Director, Zia Intemational Airport, AccounisiAssels

leasing lender

5 Last dale & time of selling

(5-02-2006. Time: 16:00 hours,

leasing tender

06 Date, place & time of submitting

Room No.-215.

Dhaka.

06-02-2006. Time: up to 12:00 hours.
a) CATC Administrative Bullding (Room Mo.-407).
b} CAAB, Headquarters (Administration) Department, *

¢) Office of the Director, Zia International Airport,

d) Bangladesh Biman Corporation, Headquariers
(Balaka Bhaban), Dhaka.

leasing tender

07 | Place, date & time of opening

Director (Adminisiration), CAAB, Headquarters, Room
No-217, on 06-02-2006 at 12:30 hours leasing
tenders will be opened in presence (if any) of
tenderers or their representatives.
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Other terms and conditions:

a) Application In letterhead pad of respective firm/organisation should be submitted for the purchase of
leasing tender. (b) Leasing tender should be submitted under sealed cover with the name of work
written distinctively on it. (c) Terms and conditions of leasing tender will be applicable. (d) The authority
reserves the right to accept leasing tender or reject a part of It or reject all leasing tenders without
dssigning any reason. (e) Any leaseholder/alloltee defaulling on contract with the authority will be
treated as (neligible to participate in leasing tender. (f) If the lease bidding is not held on the specified
date due to unavoidable circumstances, then the lease hidding will be held on the subsequent first
working day at the same place and on the same date.

DFP-140-22/1/06
G-16

CAAB, Headquarter$, Kurmitola, Dhaka.

Md. Fazlul Haque
Director (Administration)

R-ussia's entry into
WTO blocked by US

Putin at his annual press conference

AFP, Moscow

The United States is "holding out”
on agreeing to support Russia's
membership in the World Trade
Organisation even though virtually
every other country supports it,
President Vladimir Putin said
Tuesday at a news conference in
Moscow.

"All our partners support us,”
Putin said. "Only the US is holding
out."

"I know the position of US
President George Bush and it is
positive," he continued, adding
that the US business community
also supported Russia's bid for
WTO membership.

'On the professional level
everyone is clear on everything. On
the political level: concrete steps
towards each otherare needed.”

« According to the rules of the
149-state global trade body, pro-
spective members have to sign
bilateral agreements with trade

partners before they are allowed to
join.

Russia still has to sign bilateral
agreements with the United States
and Colombia.

Washington has insisted that
Russia improve protection of intel-
lectual property rights and lower
taxes on airplane imports.

Russia and the United States
have also failed to reach an agree-
ment on changing Russian legis-
lation for the banking sector,
which forces foreign banks to
establish branches as Russian
legal entities,

"We believe that this is not
acceptable since it does not allow
to control the financial flow in the
Russian Federation," Putin said.

Russia was hoping was hoping
to sign all bilateral agreements by
2005 but had to postpone until
2006 because of stumbling blocks
in negotiations with the United
States.
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Amanlooks at TV sets, broadcasting li\}a the annual press conference of the Russian Prasident Vladimir Putininan
electronics store in Moscow yesterday. Putin said at his press conference at the Kremlin thatleaders of all the Group
of Eight (G8) countries had agreed unanimously that Russia belonged in the group despitaits relative poverty,

Hamas accuses West
of blackmail

AFP, Gaza City

Hamas accused the West of black-
mail Tuesday after the major play-
ers in the peace process told it to
renounce violence and recognise
Israel's right to exst or else see
fundingto thePalestinians cut.

The United States, United
Nations, European Union and
Russia (known as the Middle East
quartet) warned at talks in London
on Monday that payments could be
slashed if the winner of last week's
general election did not radically
alter its principles before entering
government,

The victory of the radical
Islamist movement, behind dozens
of suicide attacks in a five-year
uprising, has already led Israel to
warn that it will have no dealings
with a Palestinian Authority which
includes "terrorists” and to sit on
customs revenues that it should
hand over.

Hamas has made clear that its
embrace of democracy will not
lead it to give up its "right to resist
Israeli occupation”, even though it
has not carried out any attacks for

more thana year.

“The international aid which is
offered to our people is a humani-
tarian need for the Palestinian
people who are still living under
Israeli occupation,” Ismail Haniya,
wholed thelistof Hamas candidates
inlastweek's election, told AFE

"This aid should not be linked
tounfair conditions,” he added.

While funding would continue
for the time being, the quartet said
“it was inevitable that future assis-
tance to any new government
would be reviewed by donors
against that government's com-
mitment to the principles of nonvi-
olence, recognition of Israel, and
acceptance of previous agree-
mentsand obligations.”

Hamas's overall leader, the
Damascus-based Khaled Meshaal,
sald the attempts by the West to
force change on Hamas were
doomed to fallure.

"Our message to the US and EU
governments is this: your attempt
to force us to give up our principles
or our struggle is in vain," Meshaal
wrote in Britain's Guardian news-

paper.

Myanmar
constitution
talks close
until late 2006

AFP, Yangon

Myanmar's militaryrulers on Tuesday
adjoumned constitutional talks until
later this year, delegates said, as diplo-
matsinYangon questioned the junta's
cammitment to implementing any
democratic reforms.

An ethnic leader and delegate
quoted the chairman of the talks,
Lieutenant General Thein Sein, as
saying: "The National Convention
will be resumed at the end of this
year.”

The delegate, who declined to be
identified, speculated that Thein
Sein meant December. Another
delegate confirmed that the talks
had adjourned, adding they would
resume "bytheend of the year."

The junta says the talks on draw-
ing up a new constitution are the
first step in its self-proclaimed
“road map" to democracy for a
nation which has been ruled by the
military since 1962.

The talks have been held sporad-
ically for more than a decade but
have been condemned internation-
ally for failing to include opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi's National
League for Democracy.

Kenya outraged by

Kiwi

AFP, Nairobi

' Officials in drought-stricken Kenya

reactedwith outrage Tuesday to aplan
by a New Zealand woman to send
"dog food” for starving children, but
shesaidher foodisfitfor people.

Describing the idea as “ab-
surd,” "insulting,” "offensive” and
“immoral,” officials vehemently
rejected the donation for ehildren
threatened by famine and said they
would put measures in place to
preventanysimilar assistance.

The would-be donor, Christine
Drummond, has told the New
Zealand media her donation dif-
fered from the pet food, though
made with the same ingredients,
and she and herchildren eatit.

“It is immoral, it is unaccept-
able," said Special Programmes
Minister John Munyes, who is coor-
dinatingthe government'sresponse
to the drought that has put up w
four million people in the east
African nation atrisk of starvation.

"I am very much offended, it is
in bad taste," he told AFE. "It is
unacceptable and we should not
even be discussing such a demean-

'dog food' relief

ingthing."

"Even if we have famine in this
corner of the world, it does not
reduce us to dogs," said Colonel
Shem Amadi, the head of Kenya's
National Operations Centre, an
emergency response unit in
President Mwai Kibaki's office.

"People from that comer of the
world have no respect for some of
us," he told AFP.

"Oh no, it is horrible, it is terri-
ble," said Khadija Abdalla, head of
the Garrisa Provincial Hospital in
one of the worst-hit areas of north-
edst Kenya where atleast40 people
have died since December of
drought-related causes.

“Itisinsulting us because we are
poor,” she told AFP.

"We appreciate when people
are willing to help us, but they
should be sensitive about our
culture,” said government spokes-
manAlfred Mutua.

"Telling us that you are giving us
food for dogs in our culture is an
insult of the highest order,” he tald
AFP. "Maybe, she was trying to help,
but I hope this offer is a result of
naivety."

PHOTO: AFP
APakistani policewoman arrests an activist of the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) during a demonstration in Lahore
yesterday. Police arrestad scores of activist supporters of former Pakistan premier Benazir Bhutto In protest against
the Interpol notice for her arrest. Interpol had issued the International notices following a request by the Pakistan
government for the arrest of Bhutto and her husband on corruption charges, according to officials in Islamabad.

Iraq sutnmons Danish
ambassador over
cartoon flak

AFP, Baghdad

Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari
summoned Denmark’s ambassa-
dorTuesday tohearlraq’s condem-
nation of cartoons of Prophet
Mohammed in a Danish newspa-
per deemed offensive to Islam, the
ministrysaid.

"The Iraqi government con-
demns the offense and the lack of
respect expressed by the Danish
publication and insists on the
necessity of respecting the feelings
and religious beliefs of Muslims,"
Zebariwas quoted assaying.

The ministry, in a statement,
said Zebari in his meeting with
ambassador Kristian Oldenburg
also called for the Danish govern-
ment to "take initiatives regarding
Arab countries and Muslims to
resolve this crisis”. i

On the bilateral front, however,
he welcomed Copenhagen's deci-
sion last week to renew the man-

date of its 530 soldiers posted in
Iraq as part of the US-led multina-
tional force.

On September 30, Danish news-
paper Jyllands-Posten published 12
cartoons entitled "The faces of
Mohammed", provoking a fire-
stormofangerin the Muslim world.

The controversy was further
ignited by the decision of a
Norwegian magazine toreprint the
cartoonson January 10,

An[ragi militant group purport-
edly called Mondayonitsmembers
to attack any reachable Danish and
Norwegian targets, in response to
the publishing of the cartoons.

Copenhagen, which has so far
refused to apologise for the car-
toons and defended freedom of
expression, has started taking
measures (o protect ils citizens
living in Muslim countries.

The editor of the Danish news-
paperat the root of the erisis apolo-
gised on Monday. .



