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'I'lenmpemﬂIﬂlnnsees "positive

signals” for a resumption in the
Doha round of WTO trade liberal-
ization talks, the head of the
European Council of trade minis-
ters hassald inastatement.

"The trade ministers of the
European Union ... see positive
signals for further negotiations
within the framework of the Doha
Round," Austrian Labour and
Economics Minister Martin
Bartenstein said late Monday after
an informal meeting of the minis-
ters, in Brussels.

'Ha d that at a gathering of

trade ministers over the week end
at the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland, "it emerged
that there is now willingness on the
part of the United States and the
G20 countries (led by Brazil, India,
South Africa and China)... to move
forward the non-agriculture areas
in the negotiations, particularly
with regard to market access for
non-agricultural products and
services,” thestatement said.
Bartenstein predicted that the
Doha Round, launched in the
Qatari capital in November 2001
with the aim of reducing global
trade barriers, "could be finalised
atthe end of2006."

talks.

U sees ‘positive signals’
f0r.WTO talks

Negotiations have been ham-
pered by persistent disagreements
among WTO members on the
elimination of government subsi-
dies to agriculture and steps o
lower import tariffs.

In Davos about 20 ministers
from some of the World Trade
Organization's most influential
members agreed on a timeling ina
resumed series of Doha round

Wealthy states are asking the
G20 group of developing countries
to further open their domestic
markets, while the latter want are
pressing rich nations to scrap farm
subsidies.
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M Syaduzzaman, chairman of BOC Bangladesh, presides over the 33rd annual general meeting of the company In
Dhaka yestarday. Amang others, Managing Director Waliur Rahman Bhuiyan was presentatthe AGM,
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§!t_al!lui!,h' sales manager ofHP Singapore, in Dhaka recently,

PHOTO: AGORA
One of lucky coupon winners of Agora-HP joint promotion programme receives HP digital camera from Niaz Rahim,
managing director of Rahimafrooz Superstore, the owning company of chain supermarket Agora, and Shabbir
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