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National Muric Fertival ‘06

A gamut of rhythms

KHALID BIN-HABIB

HAKA dwellers usually

have very few outlets for

entertainment. That
explains the success of the ongoing
National Music Festival '06, which
offers a gamut of rhythms to satisfy
the palate of every music lover,
from traditional tomodern.

The United Nation Education
and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCQ), together with the
Centre for Education, Creative and
Performing Arts (CECPA) are spon-
soring this year's National Music
Festival from January 29 to 31, to
promote the traditional music of
Bangladesh. The festival is being
held at the Shaheed Zia Audito-
rium, in the National Museum.

Dr M Osman Faruk, Minister for
Education, inaugurated the
programme on January 29. State

Abu Bakar Siddique (L) and Gazi Abdul Hakim present a folk number

iminister Begum Selima Rahman,

Ministry of Cultural Affairs and
Wolfgang Vollman, representative
of UNESCO, were present as spe-
cial guests.

In his welcoming speech Azad
Rahman, eminent music director
and president of CECPA said, "The
Music Festival offers a veritable
bonanza for music lovers, Classi-
cal, light classical, Tagore song,
Nazrul song, folk, modern Bangla
song-- it's all there at The National
Music Festival, a three-day musical
feast that brings some of the best
practitioners of these genres to
Dhaka.”

Dr Osman Faruk said, "Western
culture has made inroads into
Bangladesh. Though this phenom-
enon was initially welcomed, it is
now slowly but surely becoming a
threat to the survival of the
Bangladeshi culture. The store of

A Baul performs at the event

folksong aboundsinspirituallyrics
of LalonShah, Hasan Raja, Romesh
Shill and many anonymous lyri-
cists. Bangla music arena is
enriched with Jari, Shari, Bhatiali,
Murshidi and other types of folk
songs. Rabindra Sangeel and
Nazrul Sangeet are Bangalees'
precious heritage, Modermmusicis
*also practiced widely."

Vollmann asserted that music
has some meditative and thera-
peutic: properties--it may regulate
some body functions, stimulate the
mind=-even make us smarter, It is
an art of arranging sounds in time
50 as to produce a continuous,
unified, and evocative composi-
tion, as through melody, harmony,
rhythm, and timbre. The tradi-
tional music in Bangladesh shares
the perspectives of that of the
Indian subcontinent. UNESCO, he
said, will continue to preserve and
develop cultural heritage such as
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music, art and theatre.

The cultural programme began
with a Baul song, Arey O Rangeela
Manush Ekhono Keno Holona
Hush by Ali Akbar Udash. Next
Sufia Monowar gave a rendition of
Loko Sangeet, Ei Pritibi Jemni
Achey Temni Thiki Robey. The
audience thoroughly enjoyed the
programme. which also featured
Farida Parveen, Nashid Kamal,
Rozana Ashraf, Mustafa’ Zaman
Abbasi, Abu Bakar Siddique,
Chumki Hug, Mridul Kanti
Chakrobarti and Abdul Karim
Khan.

Yesterday featured classical,
light classical songs and instru-
mental music. This evening will see
singers tender Tagore's songs,
Nazrul's songs and songs of
Atulprasad, Dijendralal Roy,
Rajanikanta Sen and modern
Banglasongs.

Sisimpur on the road

Recently, the children from Sun-
beams School, Sunny Dale School
and Apparajeyo Bangla School
were @ pleased lot. Their elation
stemmed’ from a visit by their
beloved Halum and Tuktuki,
inhabitants o fISislmpur, a
mofussil’town recreated in the
well loved serial titled Sisimpur.
The town is also home to other
friends such as lkri, Shiku,
Sumona, Nanu, Guni Moira and
Polash.

The brief visit, says a press

release, was organised by
Nayantara Communications Ltd,
the co-producer of Sisimpur in
Bangladesh, where the live size
muppets from Sisimpurvisited the
schools, The show was conducted
for the kindergartén Students and
featured Halumand Tuktuki.
Halum and Tuktuki are now
poised to visit other schools in
Dhaka and several cities where
they will win new friends. i For
children, this prospect is an
answer to theirdreams.

yearonJanuary 31,

includes the prize of a car.

directed by Shahidul Alam Sachchu.

The game show Citycell Let's Move telecast on channel i, celebrates its first

Twenty popular artistes including S | Tutul, Shams Sumon, Sweety, Bijori,
Pallav and TV reporters Munni Shaha, J | Mamun among others will particl-
patein theshow,inwhich Fatema Tuz Zohra will be the judge.

The programme, telecast on the last day of every month and open to all,

The game show, alred at 7:50 pm, is anchored by Farzana Brownia and
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Ioglul the interpreter of sound,
on a journey of silence

ALY ZAKER

I saw him first at the foyer of
Mohila Samity, aquietand dreamy
looking young man with a scruffy
beard. He would not talk much.
The look said it all. It was like he
could speak dozens without utter-
ing a word. Before or after a show
or otherwise, in the exciterment at
the foyer, you get to meet many
new people buthowmany of them
make animpression onyou? Joglul
did. With his large poetic eyes he
would attract your attention even
ifyouhadnothing to dowithhim.
I'came to know of him much
later as a "theatre person”. Well
that is the expression by which
most of us are known. The chro-
nology of not so long a career
would reflect his being in Padatik,
Theatre Art, Theatre group et al.
He also acted and directed some of
our successful stage productions.
But that was not his mainstay. He
loved music and sound. He would
love to use the most deserving
piece of music or sound fora piece
of deserving text. And what is
more, heloved to create music.

I met him on some occasions in
some of the leading production
houses, quietly sitting and playing
with the key board. One would
think that; that was his way of
relaxing. Yes it was but it was more
than just meaningless travesty with
fingers. What would come out at
the end is a remarkable piece. Iwas
taken aback when a lead singer of
an up and coming youth band
came up to me asking about the
condition of Joglul. He was visibly
distressed. Quietly Joglul contrib-
uted to the work and passion of
many thatwe know and many that
wedon't.

It is very painful to speak of him
in the past tense when we know
that he is still very much there. But
then he is languishing in a healing
home with a terminal illness. His
treatment is expensive. He needs
support, Therefore we are putting
together a fund raising theatre
festival from the February 1 to 10.1
am sure that all sensitive people of
the country would be drawn
towards this festival automatically
and/or contribute as much as they
couldforjoglul.

Joglul Alam

Signing this off1 can only feel thatif
Joglul knew about what we are trying
to doforhimhewould protestsilently
through his expressive eyes. Because
his searching fingers and his con-
stantly ideating mind are not capable
of protesting at the moment. Come
back to our world as soon as possible
Joglu!We are all waiting foryou!

The author is a renowned theatre parsonality.

Commemorating the month of
Language Movement

To commemorate February, the
month of the Language Move-
ment, Dhonichitra Limited has
arranged a 15-day film and TV
drama festival, says a press
Telease,

The festival will begin on
February 1 at Dhonichitra Lim-
ited Auditorium. Both
renowned and upcoming direc-
tors will showcase their films
and TV plays in the festival. The
films areChaka, No Man's Land,
Hawa Ghar, Ghor Sawarer
Swapno, Seku Sekandarn Kufa,
Paap Punya, Joy Jatra, Lal Shalu,
Nishi Prante, Choturtha Matra,
Ghure Daranor Swapno, D
Chkra Jan, Itihash Konya and
MatirMoina.

The shows will begin at 7 pm.
After the shows, the filmmakers
will open the floor to questions
fromthe audience.

Raisul Islam Asad and Chandni in Lalshalu
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Adams is the apple of Karachi's eye

'I‘hrce little girls, Tania, Neha and .-'\yesha. are hanging around
outside the room where Bryan Adams Canadian
singer/songwriter and guitarist is giving interviews after his
press conference with Shahzad Roy at the Marriott on Sunday
afternoon. They grip their small pinknotepads and pirated CDs
as their father waits with them, patiently shifting his weight
fromonefoottotheother

"No!Sorry. He's notgivinganyautographs,” one of theorgan-
iserssaysto thecrestfallen group..

Bryan Adams was in Karachi to play at a charity concert for
the Shahzad Roy Zindagi Trust, which aims to buildsdlools for
childreninthe earthquake-hitareas.

One of the questions fired al Adamat a pn:ssconfmmuew
"What is your perception of Pakistan; how do
herez" "I've just got off the plane and I feel alright! Pa]dsmn is
much like the places T've been to over the past 20 years..I've
beeninIndiaandIsuspect thattheresponsewill besimilan®

A newspaper correspondent drew a laugh from the crowd
whcn she asked if Adams p]anncd to visit Pakistanin the future

“even if there is no calamity." She also asked if he had plans to
make a fusion of eastern and western fashion as a photogra-
phertowhichhereplied, "Not tonight" with alaugh.

you like being

Source: Internat
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pm. 7:00 pr.

News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Lato Night News (Bangla and Englsh)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News. (Bangia) sl 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, T:00pm, $:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

Telecas! of BIV. news (Bangla and

English) ot 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA
News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.

The Lesson

OnBTVat10:10pm

Stage play

Cast: Rokeya Rafig, Kamaluddin Nilu; Sabina Sultana

Beyond Borders
OnHBOat09:30pm

Genre: Drama

Cast: Angelina Jolie, Clive Owen
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