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Coimtry gets
two more
Test venues

SPORTS REPORTER

Three more cricket grounds in the
couritry got the nod of Interna-
tional G cke_tﬁ;puncnl{[CC) to host
internationalmatches.

Among the three venues, Bo
Shaheed Chandu Stadium and the
Chiftagong Divisional Stadium got
the ‘to host Test matches

T i o
can stage nternation-
als, the Bangladesh Gricket Control
Board (BCCB) confirmed yesterday
after tecelving a co ndence
guén the cricket's world governing

ody.

The decisions were finalised after
reports from #CC inspector Roshan
Mahanama, who visited five venues
earlierthis month.

Twoventesinthe capital, Sher-e-
Bangla Stadium in Mirpur and the
* Fatullah Stadium, were not

‘approved because required con-
structionshave yetto becompleted.

The ICC approval confirmed that
Dhaka will not stage any match
durm Sri Lanka's tour of

angladeshinFebruary-March,

A board official told yesterday
that they are looking forward to host
the first two one-dayers and the
second and final Test in The
third and final ODI will be held'at
Khulna and the first Test in
Chitt

'I't?folné‘é match referee of the
Bangladesh-Sri Lanka series is
expected to re-inspect the venues
duringhisstay.

Mostafa lifts
jr chess title

SPORTS REPORTER

Golam Mostafa clinched the title of
the BASIC Bank 27th National
Junior (Under-20) Chess Cha-
mpionship beating Minhazuddin
Sagar in the play-off at the fcdura-
tipnhallroom yesterday.

Mostafabeathisrival 2-1.

The championship fight went
into the play-off after both the
players finished"on' eight points
each after the ninth and final
roundon Sunday.

Did U Know?

Margaret Court won the most (21)
Australian Open fennis titles: the women's
singles 11 timas (196066, 196971, and
1873), the women's doubles eighl times
(1961-63, 1865, 1968-71, and 1573), and
the mixed doubles twica (1963 and 1954),

Marcos Baghdatis

(Cypnotwnnlsstax}

"It's just been a fantastic two weeks
.. it's a dream come true, I'm in the

_ﬁnal,! lost, it'sjustamazing.”

After losing the Australian Open

final to Roger Federer,

DOHS can celebrate now

SPORTS REPORTER
1131:11, Old DOHS all
o but confirmed

lifting their
second succes-
i% sive Premier
Cricket League
title when the
new powerhouse of local cricket
buried Mohammedan Sporting
Club under tons of runs in a Super
Sixmatch at BKSP yesterday.

The massive 121-run victory
gave the holders an unassailable
lead with 24 points and there is
only a mathematical chance for
Sonargaon Cricketers to come level
if the holders lose their remaining
matches against Bangladesh
Biman andVictoria Sporting Club.

Young batsman PFarhad Reza
might have missed a deserved
hundred for six runs, but the right-
hander returned to his belligerent
best with an B86-ball 94 that pow-
ered DOHS to amass 319-7 in the
stipulated 50 overs.

The highest total in the meet,
which enabled the Akram Khan-
led side to recover from their six-
wicket defeat against Sonargaon in
the previous match, not only killed
Mohammedan's hopes to avenge

their three-run defeat in the first-
leg but also their last shot at the
title.

Habibul Bashat's men, now a
distant third in the table, made a
meek surrender when they were
bundiedoutfor198in41.1 overs.

"We were handed over an
advantage which was unexpected.
Mohammedan, invited us to bat
first after winning the toss on a
pitch where you could post a big
total to put pressure on the oppo-
nents,” said an excited Akram, who
wants to start celebrations only

after triumphs in the remaining
* the fireworks in the latter stage to

matches,

“You can say we have confirmed
the title because we have a superior
run-rate than our nearest contend-
ers. But I am excited with the fact
that we are all set to enjoy our
second success. We have a strong
team as well as a good manage-
ment," headded.

Talented all-rounder Farhad,
who was almost unnoticed in the
competition after a brilliant show-
ing in the National Cricket League,
smote ten fours and two massive
sixes in his scintillating innings
before being holed to Manjurul
Islamatlong on off Monirul Islam.

But he left his side in a com-

mandla'b']a position of 230-4 after
sharing a 114-run partnership with

Kenyan Steve Tikolo, who ham-

mered a run-a-ball 43 that pro-
ducedthree fours and asix.

Opener Nazimuddin played
another strokeful knock as the
right-hander smashed eight fours
10 hit55 off63 balls.

DOHS lost two quick wickets in
the middle when Akram departed
for 24 following Khaled Mahmud's
dismissal that slowed down their
staggering run-rate. But Manjarul
Islam (34 not out off 31 balls) and
Abdur Razzak (20 off 14 balls) did

helptheside cross the 300-mark.

Mohammedan got off to a per-
fect start when Hannan Sarker (34
off 38 balls) and Indian Sandeep
Sharma (22 off 14 balls) tore apart
the rival attack but veteran pace-
man Khaled Mahmud removed
boththe openers after they had put
on53uns in sixovers.

Aftab Ahmed played his first
match after recovering from jaun-
dice butscored onlyfive that reduiced
his side to 70-4 but Mohammedan
were still alive when national captain
Basharandhisdeputy Khaled Masud
wereinthemiddle.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

Rahim and co
off to Lanka

SPORTS REPORTER

The Mushfiqur Rahim- lnd |

Bangladesh cricket team left Dhaka
}'csterday for Colombio to take part
in the ICC Under-19 World Cup
whichstarts from February 5. !

Bangladesh, the plate champi-
ons of the last meet, have been
pencilled in Group A along with
NewZealand, Pakistan and Uganda
inthe16-nation event.

Bangladesh will play two build-
up matches against USA and
Zimbabwe before taking on New
Zealand in one of the four opening
day matches on February 5 at P
Saravanamuth Stadium.

Their second’ match against
Pakistan will be held on February 8
at Nondéscripts Cricket Ground
while the last group match against
Uganda is on the day after at the
Singhalese Sports Club ground.

SQUAD

Mushfiqur Rahim (captain),
Shamsur Rahman, Tamim Igbal,
Mehdi Hasan, Mehrab Hossain,
Sakib' Al Hasan, Ragibul Hasan,
Rezaul Islam, Sirajullah Khadem,
Sohrawardi Shuve, Dollar
Mahmud, Ishraq Sonnet, Kamrul
Islam and Nabil Samad.

B Cricket

A_FP. Rarachi

Pakistan's young guns outper-
formed India's star-studded tour-
ists to help the hosts seize the
advantage in the third and final
cricket Testhere on Monday.

Pakistan ended the second

‘s play leading by 180 runs with
ei t wickets in hand and well-
plnced to call the shots in the series
deciderat the National Stadium.

Seamer Mohammad' Asif
claimed four wickets and Abdul
Razzagtook three asIndia, replying
to Pakistan's first innings total of
245, were bowled out for 238 mid-
way through the afternoon session.

Pakistan ended the dayon 173-2
in their second knock following
half-centuries from Salman Butt
{53) and Imran Farhat (57) duringa
first-wicket stand of 1089,

Both openers fell within the
gpace of 23 runs, but stand-in
captain Younis Khan (25 not out)
and Mohammad Yousuf (30 not
out) ensured Pakistan did not let
the initiative slip away,

"1 think it is still an open game
because 180 is not much of a lead,"
said Asif, the 23-year-old seamer
playing onlyhis third Test match.

"The wicket has eased out a lot
and it will be good for batting for
the rest of the game. So we need a
real big score to put the Indians
under pressure.”

Pakistan, without their inspira-
tional skipper Inzamamul Haqg due
to a back injury, still played the
better cricket when it mattered
mostto gainthe upperhand.

India's famed batting line-up
was destroyed by Asif, who finished
with 4-78. Razzaq had figures of 3-
67 while pace spearhead Shoaib
Akhtar took 2-70 from 16 overs.

India, who started the day on
74-4, lost three key wickets in the

SEE PAGE 13 COL 6

PHOTO; AFF

Pakistan paceman Mohammad Asif (R) Is elated after seeing the back of
India's Zaheer Khan on the second day of the third Test in Karachi on

Monday.

PCB to ask for 6-day
Tests during winter

m Cricket

REUTERS, Karachl

PHOTO: STAR

DOWN AND OUT: Mohammedan captain Habibul Bashar trudges back to the dressing room after being dismissed by DOHS' left-arm spinner Enamul Haqua
in their Aktel Premier League Super Six match at BKSP on Monday.

Al Shahriar keeps scoring

SPORTS REPORTER
o‘i"““”l A sparkling 63
by Al Shahriar

and solid top-
order batting

ﬁ kept Sonargaon

Cricketers' slim
title hopes alive with an exciting
three-wicket victory over Brothers
Union in the Aktel Premier Cricket
League yesterday.

Newcomers Sonargaon
snatched the Super-Six match at
the Fatullah Stadium with one ball
to spare when Tapash Baisya lofted
spinner Arafat Sunny over mid-off
for a boundary and take the totalto
253-7 in reply to Brothers' chal-
lenging 248.

Although the DOHS-
Mohammedan match was an
embarrassingly one-sided affair,
the day's other match went down
to the wire with Victoria Sporting
Club running away with a one-
wicket win over Bangladesh Biman

BU 14

in a last-ball thriller at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

Opener Nazmus Sadat became

the first batsman to score two

centuries in the league but Biman .

failed' to capitalise on the young
batsman's back-to-backhundred.

With DOHS comfortably top-
ping the table with a four-point
cushion, Sonargaon remain the
only side/with a chance to finish
level with the leaders provided the
holders lose theit both games and
Sonargaonwin theirtwo.

However difficult the prospect
of pocketing the title looks far
Sonargaon on debut, they stayed
on course for the runners-up finish

SUPER SIX TABLE

DOHS 14 12 2.0
Sonargaon 14 10 4 20
MSC 14 9 5 18
Vicloria 14 9 618
Bimah 14 & 6 16

6 BN 2

with 20 points. Mohammedan and

. Victoria, both out of the title chase,

follow themwith 18 points each.

SONARGAON-BROTHERS
Al Shahriar's rich vein of form since
the former national cricketer's
removalas captain saw him score a
run-a-ball 63 to set the tone for
Sunmgaon s difficult chase. Before
being trapped Ibw by man-of-the-
match Rashed Hanif, the opener
had cracked ten boundaries.

Indian cricketer Manvinder
Singh Visla (35 off 31 balls) and
skipper Mohammad Ashraful' (43
off 59 balls) added 90 runs for the
foufth wicket but the departure of
the two set batsmen in the space of
five deliveri lled fortrouble.

Anisur an Sanchay and
Sazzad Ahmed managéd to repair
the damages and they needed five
runs towin from the last averwhich
came from the bat of Tapash, who
remained notouton five.

Earlier, the Brothers total was

SEE PAGE 13 COL 2

Indira Road
stay put

SPORTS REPORTER

Crucial SA-SL tie today

E¥ ) Cricket

AFP, Perth

South Africa and Sri Lanka are

bracing for a make-or-break
encounter when they clash in
Tuesday's triangular series limited-
overs match in Perth with Australia
already sewing-up one of the two
finals berths.

South African skipper Graeme
Smith said Monday that his team
were treating the match as their
mostimportantofthe tour,

"It's important for us to make
sure that tomorrow's game is the
most important game on the tour
forus and ifwe get through thatone
then we move on to Fridayand we
will (also) make sure that one
counts," he told reporters.

"With the young team, it's
important not to look too far

»

ahead. It's (important) to concen-
trate game by game and improve
on everything game bygame.”

Australia beat Sti Lanka by six
wickets at the Western Australian
Cricket Association ground on
Sunday, the same venue as
Tuesday's match, sealing a place in
thebest-of-three finals series.

South Africa, on eight points,
are one point adrift of Sri Lanka but
are in the box seat, having played
two fewer games.

Including Tuesday's encounter,
they have four left to play while Sri
Lanka have two and either team
could gualify.

"The sums just mean that we
need towin," Smith said.

"Obviously Australia's win last
night has left them in a pretty solid
position in the competition.

"We've got three or four games
this week, starting tomorrow, 5o we
want to make them count.”

Batsman Justin Kemp was
injured after being hit above the
knee during nets practice on
Monday but Smith said it was nota
major concern.

"Team management says it
doesn't look serious and we'll see
how he responds to treatment
tonight," he said.

Smith; who's' own form has
been poor throughout the series,
said the early stages of the match
were vital foreitherside.

“l think those first 15 overs
whetherwe bowl or bat are goingto
be crucial to the game," he said.

Australian openers Adam
Gilchrist and Simon Katich made a
mockery of the Sri Lankan attack
on the bouncy wicket on Sunday
with apartnership of 191 runs.

Gilchrist took the leading role,
smacking 116 runs off 105 balls
while Katichmade 82 from 110.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 1

Mashrafee-Bin-Mortuza inspired
Indira Road Krira Chakra clinch an
exciting six-run victory over Agrani
Bank yesterday that kept them in the
PremierDivision CricketLeague,

It was a do-or-die last relegation
league battle at BKSP for both sides
as both teams went into the match
on same eight points. However, the
defeatconfirmed thebankers' demo-
tion to First Division along with
‘bottomers Orient Sporting Club,

Although ace paceman
Mashrafee, who had played his first
domestic match after recovering
from back pain, was the biggest
name in the battle, it was number
nine batsman Nazmul Hossain who
paved the way for Indira's much-
needed win.

Theyoung right-hander, areserve
player for the Bangladesh under-19
team, clobbered nine massive sixes
and a four in his explosive 67-ball 80
as Indira Road recovered from 112-9
to set a decent total of 197 all out in
49.3 overs,

An unbeaten 70 by Anisul Hakim
kept the bankers' hopes alive to over
take the Indira Road total and the
match went down to the wire as they
needed to score 12 runs from the last
over.

But Narail quick Mashrafee gave
only five runs to confirm his team's
victoryto finishwith figures of 1-22in
eightovers.

Div I cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

Tajin smashed a century as Uttara
Sporting Club scored’ a massive
145-run victory over Gazi Tank in

the First Division Cricket League at |

the City Glub

Uttara ro
make313 for six.

In reply, Gazi Tank were bowled'
outfor 168 in 45 overs.

In the da{ s other match,
Dhanmondi Club (160) defeated
Dhaka Mariner Young's Club (161~
2) by eight wickets at the Dhaka
University ground. However, the
defeat tumed into a bitter pill to
swallow for Mariner supporters
wholaterassaulted the umpires.

und yesterday.
e on Tajin's 110 to

v

Pakistan cricket authorities will ask

the International Cricket Council

(ICC) to allow six-day Tests to be
played in winter to reduce the
impact of bad light and poor
weatheron play,

Pakistan would also start exper-
imenting with orange cricket balls
in domestic matches to combat the

problem of poor light, Shaharyar.

Khan, chairman of the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB), told a news
conference on Monday.

"We want clearance to have six-
day Tests between November 15
and January 15 every year when
bad light and poor weather usually
badlyaffect tests," hesaid.

Shaharyar also said Pakistan
would ask the 1CC to review its
policy on playing Tests under

lights.

"From the experience we have
had, even when the lights have
been switched on in Tests play has

been stopped by the umpires for
bad light as the lighting has not
beengood enough,” he said.

"We are going to ask the 1CC to
increase the international require-
ments of lighting power for Test
matches.”

Pakistan, who's last home series
against England at the end of 2005
was badly affected by bad light and
weather, would also start experi-

_menting with an orange ball in a

domestic tournament from
February 1.
"Theideaisif players can't sight
* the red or white balls under lights
properly in Tests, then why can't
the 1CC experiment with orange-
coloured balls?
"We are going to experiment
with them ourselves in day and
SEE PAGE 12 COL 1
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'MSC football

camp from
tomorrow

SPORTS REPORTER

Mohammedan Sporting: Club's
football camp for the preparation
of AFC Cup will start tomorrow
under coach Shafiqul Islam
Manik. _

Mohammedan, drawn with Al
Wihdat of Jordan and Dhofar of
Oman, qualified for the Asian club
competition as National Football
Leaguechampions. ;

All the booters of the cjub have
been requested to report to the
coach today at the club.tent by
4pm with' their gear and pass-
pOIts.

Mohammedan will lake ul‘l
Dhofarathome on Mamh 7in their
opening game.

Federation Cup winners
Brothers Union are the other team
to represent Bnngladesh in tha'
competition.
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Venue: Banglodesh Ching Friendship Conference Cantre
Date: 30th Januvary, 3151 mnumyu‘\ Ist February, 2006
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