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JCD cadres assault
principal,vandalise
college in Rajshahi

RU CORRESPONDENT

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
cadres yesterday vandalised
Rajshahi Government City College
and assaulted {ts principal demand-
ing admission of more party activ-
istsin HSC courses.

College students said, at around
1130 am, a group of Chata Dal
cadreﬂed Juba Dalleaders Aslam
Sarker, Nazrul Huda and Saodagar
entered at campus and started
vandalising class rooms, control
roomandthe principal’soffice.

They also pulled down and
demolished the collapsible gate,
grills, windowpanes and broke

chairsand tables.

Several hundred temified stu-
dents and teachers rushed out of
classrooms and left the college
campus during the rampage.

Collage authorities called police
to control thesituation,

After the rampage, the JCD
cadres threatened the college teach-
ers and other staff that if their
demand are not met within 24
hours, they would lock the institu-
tiontoday.

Campus sources said the JCD
men were pressing the principal for
several days to allow admission of
some partyactivists to thecollege.

According to Principal Prof

Akhtari Begum said, no more stu-
dents can be admitted to the gov-
ernment college in HSC courses
after expiry of time without special
permission from Rajshahi
EducationBoard.

Besides, a case filed by principal
ofa private college forlate admission
to the government college last year is
under trialina court, shesaid.

The college authorities called an
urgent meeting yesterday evening,
The meeting was continuing when
therepartwasfiled.

The authorities expressed deep
concern over the JCD attack on the
principal and demanded punish-
mentof the culprits.
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Trees being felled (left) inan encroached land and roots of treesin aland being prepared for shrimp cultivation in Cox's Bazar coastal area,

Grabbers in Cox’s Bazar
feast on govt land, forest

About 12,000 acres grabbed in 4 years for shrimp cultivation:
458 cases against 1843 people: No recovery despite court order

Hariar Chara, Thakur Tala, Fakira
Ghona, North Nolbila, Dhal Ghata,

MuAzzeM HOSSAIN SHAKIL,
Cox's Bazar

Freestyle grabbing of government
land and indiscriminate destruc-
tion of forests have become an
order of the day in Cox's Bazar
coastal areas, mainly for shrimp
cultivation.

Local ruling party leaders and
influencials are grabbing stretches
of forests close to the coast one
after another in the five upazilas
despite filing of cases by the forest
department and court orders for
recovery ofencroached forests.

The forest department is virtu-
ally an onlooker in the face of land
grabbingrace, its officials said.

They said about 12,000 out of
27,293 acres of forestland in the
district have fallen in the hands of
land grabbers in the last four years
orso,

The lands have been grabbed in
Gomatoli, Pokkhali, Chawfaldandi,

ali,, Tetaya, Khuruskhul
ilanga in the Sadar upazila;
Baro Moheshkhali,
Kalamarchhara, Hetalia Ghona,
Jhapua, Panirchhara, Kutubzum,
Gorok Ghata, Kali Gong, Hoanok,

Amabayshya Khali, Matar Bari,
Shona Dia and Ghati Bhanga in
Moheshkhaliupazila, they said.

The forest officials said they
filed 458 cases against 1843
encroachersin thelast four years.

The courts at different times
ordered recovery of 912 acres of
forestland-- 320 acres in
Dhalghata, 200 in Charandip, 10 in
Matarbari, 350 in. Siradia and 32
acres in Lemshikhali. But the mat-
tervirtually ended there.

"We are still filing cases but
there has been little progress in
either recovery of the lands or
taking steps against the encroach-
ers”, Cox's Bazar Forest Range
Officer Kush Kumar Baidya said
talking to this correspondent on
Sunday.

Encroachment is continuing as
the grabbed lands are not recov-
ered and the }.ul'pris go uupun
ished, Resaid. -

“We got copies of verdicts for
recovery of 912 acres of land but
can not take any action because of
lack of manpower and logistics. We

are threatened by the grabbers, he
alleged.

“The encroachment is going on
andwearealso filing cases”, hesaid.

Kush Kumar said he filed a case
with the court of Senior Assistant
Judge in Cox's Bazar against 29
encroachers in November last year.
A top official of the Ministry of
Land has been named in some of
the casesfor“leasing” land, hesaid.

Talking to this correspondent,
advocate Faridul Alam, legal advi-
sor to the Chittagong Coastal
Forest Department, also alleged
that some high officials of the
government help political leaders
and influentials in leasing govern-
mentlands,

The local administration does
notgoall out in taking steps against
the encroachers as some high
officials up to the rank of secretary
are allegedly involved in a process
af so-called lease of lands by the

forest ministry and the land minis<
‘try, he said. The 'powetful’

encroachers, most of whom are
rling party leaders, collect papers
showing lease of land and then
clear the forests for setting up

Panic grips Trishal Ahmaddiyas

Khatme Nabuat Movement to capture their mosque on Feb 10: GD filed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Panic has gripped the Ahmaddiya
comunity at Dhanikhola village in
Trishal upazila as the International
Khatme Nabuat Movement,
Bangladesh (IKNMB) threatened to
‘capture’ their mosque there on
February10.

Advocate Monjur Anam, a mem-
ber of the community, lodged a
general diary (GD) withTrishal police
station on January 28, seeking secu-
rity of their life and property.

"We feel insecure after the IKNMB
announcement (o capiure ourmosque,
We have requested authorities to take
stepsforoursecurity,” hesaid.

Oncontact, the Officer-in-Charge of
Trishal police station admitted filing of
the GD by Monzur Anam. “We will take
steps ifany moveis taken to capture the
mosque’,

The OC said IKNMB activists are
distributing leaflets and holding
meetings in different areas in Trishal
upazila in favour of their
programme.

Mymensingh Police
Superintendent Abdullahel Baki
could not be contacted despite
repeated attempts.

But no step has been taken yet to
stop activities of IKNMB, said a
police source. There are about 200
peaple of Ahmaddiya community in

Dhanikhola, thesourcesaid.

Earlier on January 24, at a press
conference held at Abbasia Alia
Madrassah in Trishal, IKNMB
President Mufti Noor Hossain
Noorani announced that the
Ahmaddiya mosque at Dhanikhola
would be 'captured’ at 11 am on
February 10afterarally.

He also said that numscuntm::and
publicityinsupportofthe move would
continue till February 9, IKNMB lead-
ers Mufti Mofzzol Hossain, Mahbub
Habib and AbuTaher also spoke at the
pressconference.

The IKNMB has been demanding
forlong that the government declare
Ahmaddiyasnon-Muslims.
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. People from all classes joinad a human chain formed in Gaibandha on Sunday demanding trial of rapists of Moyna.
The programme was jointly organised by human rights bodies.

IUNDP team reviews CHT

development projects

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

The United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) delegation now
on a four-day visit to Bandarban to
review donor-assisted develop-
ment programmes yesterday held
three workshops, participated by
stakeholders,

The separate workshops held at
the district council auditorium,
collectorate auditorium and
Parjatan motel were attended by
government officials and local
public representatives involved in
implementing the projects and the
local people covered by the pro-
ject.

On Sunday, the UNDP team
joined three other workshops to
review implementation of projects,

held separate meetings with
Bandarban Hill District Council
Mrs. Ma Mya Ching and Bandarban
Deputy Commissioner Sheikh
Alauddin. The delagation came
here onSaturday.

The team will visit Shikdarpara
and Choriopara villages in the
Sadar upazila tomorrow to see
implementation of some
programmes.

Its members include UNDP
Senior’ Advisor Dr. Elayne
Gallagher, Ms. Louise Storey,
Management Consultant Bryan
Stoller, Member of Chittagong Hill
Tracts Regional Council Rupayan
Dewan, Deputy Secretary of
Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT)
Affairs Ministry Kazi Shafiqul
Azam, BRAC (an NGO) official

Abdur Rahman.

The UNDP is implementing Tk
300 crore projects in Chittagong
Hill Tracts (CHT), emphasising on
youth employment and develop-
ment of marketing of agricultural
products and tourism sector.

UNDP source said that for
successful implementation of
development projects, they are
implementing a project on
Institutional Capacity Building in
CHTin thefirst phase,

They said Tk 4 lakh will be spent
in each village for capacity building
of local people under a Quick
Impact Fund.

To this end, village committees,
assisted by NGOs, are preparing
and implementing ‘micro projects’
on priority basis.

shrimp enclosures, he said.

In most cases, the encroachers
occupy lands more than the area
leased, he said. In some areas,
mangrove forests which grew along
with timber trees over the years,
have also been destroyed, he said.

Sources in the forest depart-
ment and locals said encroachers
are now clearing forests on more
lands in Moheshkhali, Chakaria,
Pekua, Kutubdia, Ukhiya, Teknaf

upazilas for shrimp cultivation.

JHALAKATHI JUDGES MURDER

Hearingfor -
charge framing -

deferred again *

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal '{
ThedateforhearingofThalakathijudges
mumnder case for was -
shifted forthesixth time

Judge MAMatinof Barisal Divisional
Speedy Trial Tribunal fixed February 5!

fntumhmng

is being deferred as
anmsed ]'I\rl'ﬂ (!:mmnlul Mujnmdam.
Bangiadesh) activists Molla Omar..
Amzad, Awal and Ataur Rahman Sari,|
younger brother of JMB chief Sheikh™
Abdur Rahman, could not be produced
beforethecourt.

Out of the eight chargesheeted®
accused, Awal and Sani are in custodyin -
Dhala. Sheikh Abdur Rahman, [MIB/.
thgmm Muslim Janata, P

Rahman Bha.i..:
Nk)lthnmandAnm:d i

Two other accused:--Mamun nnd
Sulannow in Barisal jail, were pro-t
duced before the court under tight
security £
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