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“There must be some other
means to express your dis-
agreement- without harming
others' minimal rights and
security’. - Tam quoting from

Mr. Zakir's post on '"Time to
rethink about Hartal'.

Please take all other
means but not hartal - as we
are suffering tremendously.

Tribute to Mozart
With Europe and America (27
January 2006), I am also paying
teibute to the great musician
Mogzarton the occasion of his 250th
bigth anniversary, I also appreciate
the news item published in The
dailyStar on 26 Janunary 2006 in this
regard. Mozart's universality is an
“impartant part of my inner life and
his music creations have u long
footprintin myongoinglife. When |
first went to Europe, | passed the
sky over Europe inside the aero-
plane listening to Mozart's classics
as [ thought Mozart's music is the
inner picture of Europe. I respected
that great musician in my own way.
He is young as a boy and wise as
an old man-—never old-fashioned
and never modern, carried to the
grave and alwaysalive,
Engr. Mahbub Morshed Alam
Dhaka

Learn from Three
Mile Island and
Chernobyl

As fran 15 trying to develop nuclear
power, it should take a look at
catastrophic nuclear accidents at
ThreeMile lsland and Chernobyl.
The most infamous US nuclear
aceident ook place just two weeks
before the release of anti-nuclear
film, The China Syndrome, starring
Jane Fonda and Jack Lemmon.
When the film was released, it was
immediately atracked by the
nuelear industry for depicting an
impossible situation. Yet on March
28, 1979, an equipment malfunc-
tion at Three Mile Island, near
Hasrisburg, Pennsylvania, tumed
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into a drama thatmirrored many of
thescenes of The ChinaSyndrome.

As Time magazine commented
"Reassuring state-
ments spewed from the plant's
press spokesmen, sounding as if
they were taken right out of the
script of The China Syndrome.” As
the accident progressed, it

‘became clear that no onehad any

idea what to do. The Kennedy
Commission, set up by then
President Jimmy Carter to investi-
gate the accident, later found that
complacency had so much per-
vaded the industry that "we are
convinced that an. accident like
Three Mile Island was eventually
inevitable." It judged that a melt-
down had been avoided through
sheerluck.

Similarly, Soviet scientists and
engineers -- like their counterparts
in the West -- were confident that
there was no danger in the use of
nuclear energy. In 1985, a year
before the accident, the staff at
Chermobyl nuclear plant were
interviewed for an article in Soviet
Life (an English-language maga-
zine for distribution in the United
States) aimed at readers who had
grown sceptical after near melt
down at Three Mile Island. Nikolai
Fomin, Chernobyl's chiefengineer,
assured the world that his plant
was "completely safe" for both
peopleand the environment.

The article in Soviet Life kept
returning to the question of safety,
Vitally Skiyerov, the Ukrainian
energy minister, told the visiting
journalists: "The environment s
securely protected. Hermetically
sealed buildings, close cycles for
technological processes with

Educational institutions are
also being harmed. For
example, Dhaka University
must postpone all its exams
for the hartal or strike by

' politicised groups of stu-

dents and that leads to
session jam.
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radioactive agents and systems for
purification and harmless waste
disposal preclude any laceidental|
discharge into external enviran-
ment.” Viadimir Volosko, the
mayor of Pripyat, where the reactor
is located, even sounded an envi-
ronmental note while iking about
car parking: "We don't want the
cars to squeeze out the people, We
believe the town of Pripyat should
be as safe and clean as the power
plant.” Therest belongs 1o history.

During the night shift of May 9,
1986 arChernobyl, there were what
those who survived initially
described as "muffled sounds.”
There was a hiss of escaping steam.
Andat1.23 a.m., a fireball appeared
in the night sky over the roof of the
turbine hall. The nuclear reactor at
Chernobyl had justexploded.

When he was in Moscowin 1979,
just after Three Mile lsland, the
governor of Pennsylvania, Dick
Thornburgh, made, it seems, an
astute analogy between members
of the Soviet nuclear establishment
and enthusiasts of nuelear power
in the West. He was right to wonder
whether the March 1979 accident
at.Three Mile [sland would make a
difference in the Soviet Union.
Would the unbridled enthusiasm
for nuclear power of the Soviet
specialists be moved by questions
of safety mised by a serious acci-
dent -~ particularly if it happened
on their own doorstep? That ques-
tion remains germane in Iran
today.

Iran also sits on an earthquake
zone andit has faged several devas-
tating earthquakes recently, A
major earthquake around s
nuclear power plant would be
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catastrophic for its people and
people In neighbouring Pakistan
andAlghanistan.

Mahmood Elahi

Iris Streat, Ottacwa, Canada

Middle Eastern
democracy

In one single day the world's most
Important leaders may have got
confused, thinking what they wiil
say in front of the journalists, All
famous writers may have started
writing history notes, so that it can
be preserved for the futurg. The
truth is history has been made, and
Hamas, considered as violent and
barbaric has won power by the
strengthof Palestinians. Will we see
*men” dropping guns and taking
pens, or we will find denials,
annoyance, and disrespect? But
whom should we represent as
“men”, the Hamas, who always
almed to win independence, or
Israelis, who always considered
Hamas (and maybe Palestine) as
theirenemy.

The news of victory of Hamas
may sound surprising to
Europenns and Americans, but
the results explain that

JPalestinians were getting

annoyed by the Palestinian lead-

ership, which was believed to be’

deeply corrupt, Democracy is
something that symbolises the
voice of its people, and gives
them the ability to chodse and
make harder decisions. The
image of Palestinian militants
holding rifles may raise some
negative concerns, but we cannot
disvegard the sitwation when
these militants move along the

Bush fo visit Pakistan
and India

President Bush® has planned to visit India and
Pakistan in March. Apparently, his visit to the region
does not include Bangladesh. It appears that our
country doesn't merit a visit as being a small country
in the region and having little or no effect on the war
on terror, Pakistan's location next to Afghanistan has
given itasignilicant degree of pull with the current S
administration. We do not have nuclear power and
thereforeweare notathreatto any country otherthan
ourselves (which we have proved over and over
again). Oursocio economic condition, political insta-
bility and corruption create a negative image for
investors. Again the west haslittle orno vested inter-
est in our country, at least not enough to merit a visit
from theleader ofthe United States,

ZeenatZ.Syed, UPS eDeployment

path of democracy.

Tahsin Hyder

Maple Leaf .’nmmadona! School,
Dhaka

Insecureall
the way

It is hard to remember that | ever
went to college without being
troubled. 1 am pretty much inse-
cure like other girls, On the road,
even on the bus, nowhere are we
secure. Some dirty guys are always
after girls. But we don't have any-
thing to say because bur social
norms don't allow us (girls) to be
arrogantio anvone,

« Is it a sin to be borm as a girl? Is
there anybody who can answer my
fuestion?

Mansura Rajiul
Eden Mohila College

Moral issues

morality and the ethics as those
were followed by their mentors.
Those were followed accordingly
for the sake of good and progperity.
So it was a kind of circle like the

*cyclicquarter formula. Things were

supposed (o be good at least. There *
was less violence in their beliefs.

People used to live freely in their

mind about ten to twenty years

back. And now the whole sstuntmn

haschanged.

What has happened to those
minds? Well nobody has the
answerl believe, or nobodyhas the
courage’ to speitk up. We are in d
situation from where we can't
come out, It seems our minds are-
stuck and*our souls are sold o
those evils that we fear most. We

i . feel proud to be one of them. We

like to be driven by them as we
consider them ourlords and more-
over our real mentors have been
kicked out by these new mentors.
Now let's get closer to the point.
You want to know about these new
mentors?  Well, you know them.

¢ they are used to as normal (high-
ways, big cars, high-end telephone ™

service and shopping malls) they
often lose perspective that this is
only available to a small minority

* Here In Bangladesh. It is not possi-

ble to gain an accurate perspective
during a whistle-stop tour, on the
law and ordersituation, communal
environment, price of staples
relative to ourwages, healthaccess,
and difficulties facing our children’
education and powershortage.
These are much more important
issues to the. vast majority of
Bangladeshisthan the luxuryitems
now nvailable (o a tny section of
the elite, and the pverseas
Bangladeshis’ who on their short
visits to the country have the
spending power to enjoy them.
Sanjoy Kumar Nathy, Chitragong

Bureaucracy

* I read the article '‘Bureaucracy:
Earlier people used to follow the -

Points to ponder' by Kazi § M
Khasrul Alam Quddusi published
on 23 January in DS, In search of

causes behind degeneration of |

bureaucratic moral values he
wrote, “The problem mjght be
aggravated in that meritorious yet
unscrupulous persons may
become evil geniuses.” In fact, this
truth ‘applies not only to bureau-
drats but also to every segment of

*society. The definition of scrupu-

lousness varies from time to timein
bureaucracy in éonjunction with

‘the changing form of government.

In British India, unfettered royalty
to colonial ruler was the precursor
of scrupulousnéss and in {nde-
pendent Bangladesh scrupulous
meritorious bureaucrats may be
dubbed evil genitis incase of being
disliked by superior elites, He
made a recommendation for the
recruitment of candidates to
public service as well ag other
responsible jobs “Phenomenasuch
as family background, track recdrd

of behaviour pattern, mokal char-

acter, and innate propensity

Mobile phone

As per the DS issue
of 16-]an, the mabile
phone aperators
have strongly.criti-.
cised the recent o
order of the telecoms
regulator that asked
the companies to
discontinue their
free-call facilities late
into the night. The
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leading maobile service provider argued by saying: *...free
Jnight calls were not really meant for students. The offer was

for providing additional benefits for subscribers ...
this is a misrepresentation of the truth,

CNR, Chittagong
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" T think

Recently, a news was published in dailies rel,ard!ng the
government's order to stop offer of freecall facilities by
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SAMS Kibria

It was a most wonderful gesture on the part of The Daily
Star to bring out a special issue in remembrance of the fate
Shah AMS Kibria. By any measure, he was one of the men
who did us proud in everything he did or accomplished in
his life. Personally, T have very fond memories of him that|
will treasure till the end. I recall that it was through one of
his articles in your esteemed newspaper that 1 came'in
direct contact with him in the early 1990s. There was & bit
in the article where I quite did not agree with bim and sent
off aletter to you. The publication of the letterled to a very
gracious act on Kibria's part. He called me ta say how
much he appreciated my comments. [n a country where
criticism is generally not handled very well by those at
whom itis directed, Kibriawas a rarity.

[twas my pleasure to get 18 know him better in the days
he served as Bangladesh’s minister for finance. D hls
visits to London, I was deeply humbled when he call
soon after he landed at Heathrow, to exchange news aud
pleasantries. | had occasion to see him defend
Bangladesh's interests hefore foreign audiences nat anly
vigorously but also intellectually. He did not suffer fools
gladly and made that part of his personality refreshingly
clear on the occasions when [ found myself in his com-
pany. He was dismissive of sycophancy, something thatled
peoplelike mySelfinto admiring himall themore.

But let me not digrtss more than it is necessary. But do

. know that in remembering Shah AMS Kibria through the’

tributes to him inyour special issue, you have natonly helped
us recall the giant and decent man he was but also reminded
us just how impoverished we grow to be when men and

the mabile phone operatorsin our country due 1o corrod-
ing of morality of our yquths, hampering of their studies,
facilitating of cammunication among terrorists and above
‘all'the acute network congestion after midnight.

Moreover, these days the subscribers of some mobile oper-

ators have been facing wrong number problem which has

increased ‘atan alarming rate; the frustrated subscribers
make the right calls but those connect to different num-
bers. This is why [ believe the government has taken the
right step to snap all those offers, but however, aleading
mobile operator has given a cool offer of couple sim (1 call
it s0) by which one can talk to a particular talking partner

almost free of cost after the first minute twenty-four hours *

a day. As being impartial, for this couple sim effer | think it

should win the battle of revoking all the free call offers.
because couple sim partners can enjoy this facility
between them and there would not be any chance of ran-
dom or prank calling by the anonymous after mldmghl:

Shahed Ahmed, Wari, Dhaka

They are our own people. | Well,
folks, I am talking about our so-
called sons of gods. Not elear yet, of
course, | am talking about our self
proclaimed politicians who love to
spare any person for fulfilling their
desires. We observe so many days
in one calendar year. There should
atleast be one day ina calendarso
that we can express our hatred
towards those politicians who
don't mind committing crimes
against humanity. s
Mahmud Hassan
AUB, Dhuka

Probashiletters
on Bangladesh
politics

Today again you have published o .

letter from an America based Non
Resident Bangladeshi (NRB) com-
menting on which of the two main
political parties to.choose for (hc
nextelection:

I have nothing against the
Probashi brothers expressing their
opinions « we hope that they would
play an active role and contribute
their ideas, which are often based
on the broad exposure they have
and higher expectations of econ-
‘omy and political institutdons. But,
we should always treat their obser-
vations with caution as well; while
they mayexpress pleasure atsecing
in Bangladesh some of the luxuries

might be given due nnpnrtam:e
alang with the academic excel-
lence and psychological aptitude.”

It reminds me of the caste-based-
society in traditional India in which
schedule caste members didn't gef

recruited  despite  having the
qualifications. :

Roney .

One-mail *

“Noneofthe

Above” p

Zafar Sobhan makes a compelling
argument ahout adding a "None of
the Aboveoption on the voter slip
(DS 27/01/06). Rather, than be
constrained to choose the least

tainted among a melange of cor- -

rupt, inefficient, and morally bank-
rupt candidates, I would disdain-

_fully reject them all. Of course, in -
* theory, the same effect could be
achieved by abstaining from vot-"

ing, but where electoral malprac-
tices ruri aplenty there Is a grave
risk that my vote might be cast by
someoneelse.

The information value
expressed by résults on the "None

of the Above" option could be af

immense significance: At the
moment, thereis effectively no way

“to express our disapproval of the

quality ofcandidates offered on the
menu. The proposed option pro-

_ vides that opportunity. Next, just

how widespread is the dissatisfac-

women ofhis kind passinto the beyond before their time.
Syed Badrul Ahsan, Leytonstone; London

tion about the quality of candi-
dates? Isitlimited toa few armehair
idealists or shared by the electorate

-t Inrgc.? The dnswer would be

reflected in the number of votes
cast under the *None of the Above"

. category.

Whether the quality of candi-
dates improves in the fiture
dependslargely onwhether there is
a demand for anything hetter. In
this regard, a high counf on the
"None of the Above" option just
might encourage a beiter genre of

. people to enter politics. It might
nothappen soon;, but it hus tostart |

foritto happenatall.
AVoter for"None nfthn;‘\hmre

" One-mail

" Protect environment

Lam delighted to see that efforts by
a group of people in the country

imbued with the spirit of saving

ndtural eco-systems like lakes,
rivers wetlands and forests thatstill
existhave drawn attention of expa-
triate Bangladeshis as well. I thank
Shafiq Islam, an ex-student of
BUET nowliving in California, USA
and a host of others like him as
expressed in his letter "Protect
environment” published in The
Daily Star on Janl9 last for their
willingnessto help and support the

.mave that residents of Dhaka,

especially Uttara have taken tosave

Uttara Lake from total death Sadly °

true, with discharge of domedtic
and industrial effluents and sedi-
ments thrown into the lake from all
directions, the lake has turned into
a narrow creek giving off foul
odour. Shafiq Islam has rightly said
in hisletter that we cannat live and
prosper by destroying the eco-

system around us The administra- |

tion must understand that uncon-
strained developmentlike building
concrete jungles in every available
vacant space and over lakes,
wetlands and wuter bodies to the
utter disregard of basic amenities
like sewer lines, patlution control
device, waste water treatment
facilities and parks for breathing
and walking would bring environ-
mental devastation for tomormow.
Our leaders must do the right thing
now to create a thriving environ-
ment for those who will inherit this
fragile country.

Infurthering ourefforts 1o create
a healthy environmentin the coun-
try, may | request Shafiq Islam and
others who have demonstrated
their willingness to participate in
the lake development activities to

‘contact me ovér e-mailiasad

_k@bangla.net

Allow me at the same time to
congratulate Elizabeth Dean
Hermann, Professor of
Landscape Architecturs, Rhode
[sland School of Design for her
letter on "Filling of wetlands"
published on the same date.
Professor Elizabeth, an authority
on urban settlement on deltaic
region who visited Bangladesh
several times In the past has
sounded alarm about the cata-
strophic situation that
Bangladesh government's inabil-
ity or rather unwillingness to
protect the remainidg wetland
might lead to. When will the
government, miréd in confronta-
tional politics, listen to Inspite of
the dire experiences that such
thoughtless and often
itlegal filling has brought for the
people?
Md. Asadullah Khan
Uttara, Dhaka

 NONDITO NOROKEY

3
it T

: 'After t.he dmappointment of "Shongkhoneel l(nmﬁar&
- apprehensive of another Humayun Ahmed classic 'bnin e
_cellularised by anyone other than the authumhf o
" However, after watching Belal Ahmed's "Nandito Numkay" 4
i on RTV d'urmg the Eid programmes, Iwonder whether even
*. Humayun Ahmed himselfwould have beenahlﬁ to recreate

2 'megrentsturyunsmsqpoignmtlp '

s 1"“‘"

. Arguably Humayuﬂs-‘ﬁnest iitetary ﬂp the “film ‘
~ "Nondito Norokey” in its entiraty was a sup hky crafted
production. Based onthelife of an eazhr goln ower-middle’

. class family riddled with the starker

ties amlpams ofthe

worldaround, thestory is very movinglytold.

- The challenge of filming a well-known hq-n
[ing the overwhelming expectations of the | ders. In Ihil;g‘ )
. respect each and every performer of this %
- Therole of "Rabeya”, a mentally challengedy
‘was played to perfectinn by a relatively u

5&&8 in maet—y k.

-

5tuud out.
\mg woman
[OWN actress

‘Shoma (L hope that is her name as | nﬂssed the title and
- castingscene andwas told by a friend later). Hersand truly
-powerful performances from Litu Anam, Ferdous, Afroza

Banu, Keramat Mow

la carry the film throughout Although,

- director Belal Ahmed tooka few cinematiclicensesin some

. scenes ( forexample the boatride), he rem

faithiul to-

“+ the original story and that made the ewenu{q! v{ewing dn’
.. evenmorememorable experience. A !
Expectedly, references were made to the{

" production of the same story in the 19805 l'

Bmmr

~ Chowdhuryas"Rabeya" Iumyupimonthacurr&n #arsfun

losesmothing in comparison and in facl i5 an I
“adaptation ofawell-known story ¥
~ .Itwould bea great injustice to theenth‘e creb}ofﬂ‘lﬁﬁﬁn. ¥
- itgoesunnoticedbythe largeraudience lnblgscn-en. e
Requhaheed DOHS, Banani
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