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T the opening ofthe new art

gallery, Dots Contemporary

Arts Centre, two noted
artists dominated the inaugural
ceremony, viz. Aminull[slam and
Rafiqun Nabl. The display was
dedicated to Abdur Razzak, who
died last year, Nasimul Khabir, the
curator of the gallery had worked
feverishly for the occasion. The
exhibit brought together main-
stream exercises of sculpture of
Bangladesh from 1955-2005,
The exhibits for the occasion cons
sisted of sculptures on neat
wooden rectangular pedestals,
with' Alak Roy's terracotta and
wooden works on the floor. The
gallerywas decorated with feathery
potted palms, and posters of the
history of sculpture in Bangladesh,
including photographs of the
works of Novera Ahmed; Anwar
Jehan, Shamim Shikdar and
Hamiduzzaman Khan, among
others, Subtle and significant
lighting was in evidence at the

exposition.

Rafiqun Nabi said on the occasion
that sculpture is an art form
admired by anyone with some
aesthetic sense. "There was a time
when it was nearly nonexistent in
Dhaka, but today, after 50 years, it
has made a niche for itself despite
religious and social objections, 1t
was Abdur Razzak, under the guid-
ance of Zainul Abedin, who opened
the Sculpture Section in the Art
College, Dhaka, and gradually took
ittoaremarkablelevel."

Rafigun Nabi said that our
sculpture does not have adequate
realistic compositions but one is
aware of the reason behind this.
However, heasserted, the galleries
are modern and forward looking.
He said that sculpture today is
experimenting in various media,
such as cement, fibre glass, wood
and aluminum and has a variety of
styles to offer.  Explaining this
phenomenon, he said that sculp-
ture is being gradually included in
the decoration of both the exterior
and interior of our buildings and

public places. He added that
unless we get the necessary
patrons for sculpture, we will not
be at par with the developed
world.

Aminul Islam said that sculp-
ture originated in our part of the
world with children playing with
clay and adults making gods and
goddesses out of terracotta and
wood, He compared the time
when Novera Ahmed had to leave
the country in the '50s, due to lack
of patronage, with the situation
today, when Hamiduzzaman
Khan and Abdullah Khalid won
considerable acclaim.

Abdur Razzak's works included
a larger- than- life bronze female
head, with its features done care-
fully, along with a geometrical
piece in which three semicircular
forms had been encircled by a
metal disc and base. Abdullah
Khalid's Wounded boshundhara
brought in a female form with
flowing tresses and bared bosom
in terracotta. Alak Roy's Steps
towards and ecology of mind in

A glimpse of sculptures on display

burnt-sienna and black terracotta
had the face of a Negroid person,
with meeting eyebrows and hol-
lows for eyes. Placed on the flaor, it
contained a protruding spine with
detailed work in it, in dots, lines
and semi-circles.

Hamiduzzaman Khan's Form
and space was an overwhelming
three-dimensional creation, with
three startling orange sheets. Ivy
Zaman's Bird with a fish, in brass,
had an eagle with outspread wings
which appeared like arches of
doors. The body and wings along
with the head had geometrical
simplicity, Towfiqur Rahman's
Fertility presented a moving rep-
resentation of an expecting
mother, with spindly limbs, done
in strips of metal, nailed together
in a bold and flamboyant manner.
Lala Rukh Salim's Conversation
with its depiction of a couple was
another mind-whirling entry.

The exhibit was a thought-
provoking and unusual exercise in
showcasing half a century of
sculpture.

Silver Jubilee of Nijera Kori

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

NGO Nijera Kori celebrated its 25
years with a two-day cultural
programme held at The Rabindra
Sarobar Stage, Dhanmondi Lake,
beginning from January 27. The

Fele Arka Diner gm

ERSHAD KAMOL

Promising radio and TV singers
rendered songs of yesteryearsin
a musical soirce titled Fele Asha
Diner Gaan, arranged by Srijon.
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A timeless story of love

Young talents from Sunbeams present Shyama

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

To celebrate the 32nd anniversary
of Sunbeams, the dance-music
club of the school presented
Rabindranath Tagore's dance-
drama Shyama. The eventwasheld
at the Shilpakala Academy Audito-
rium on January 28.

Prior to the performance, the

noble merchant, acquiring a price-
less set of jewels called Indramonir
Faar. Soon, heisseenbeingchased
by a royal guard. They come across
Shyama, the royal courtesan, and
her acquaintances. Strikingly
beautiful Shyama is pursued by
many but her heart sets on Bajra
Sen atthevery first sight.

The royal guard arrests Bajra and

despicable actwas tosave hislife,
Students of the senlor section,
Sunbeams participated in the
dance-drama. An'all-gitl cast exe-
cuted the play. Nuzhat Sharmeen ag
Shyama and Nabilah Tabassuim as
Bajra Sen seemed comfortable in
their toles. Ashreen Mridha played
the role of Uttivo and Fayza Noor-¢-
Rashid. played the royal guard.

chairperson of the school, Niloufer  Shyama starts plotting how to res-  Shukla Sarkar's dance direction was
Manzur said, “Just because the cue the object of her affection and commendzble and the selection of
medium of studies in our school  sooncomes up withabrilliantplan.  costumeswasimpressive,

happens to be English, our stu-
dents are not deprived of what our
own culture and heritage has to

offer, A Sunbeams student is

exposed to the remarkable works
by the masters of Bangla literature,
The performance 1 hope you're
going to enjoy this evening, has
been a much awaited ‘dream come
true'.”

The story of Shyama may be set
in the ancient times, but its mes-
sage and appeal is still relevant.
Shyama narrates a story of eternal
love, temptation and manipulation
inthe name oflove,

The story starts with Bajia Sen, a

She manipulates one of her suitors;
Uttiyo, to take the blame of the
crime Bajra Sen has been arrested
for. Thus Bajra is saved. Shyama and
herbeloved elopetoaland whereno
one knows them. However, eventu-
ally the truth is revealed and Bajra is
appalled by Shyama's treachery that
had apparently caused an innocent
youngman hislife,

Unable to deal with the guilt,
Bajra rejects Shyama. Heartbro-
ken, Shyama leaves herlover. Bajra
is torn between strong feelings of
guilt and undying love for Shyama;
in the back of his mind'he's aware
that the purpose of Shyama's

Subah Akbar, Munira Fidai,
Amreen Rahman and Sana Kaynat
Moyeen lent their vocals for
Shyama's songs. Sajedul Alam
rendered Bajra Sen's songs. Under
the direction of Salma Akbar, famil-
iar Tagore songs thal included
Mayahbono bihaarini, Nyay annyay
Janine and Esho esha priye hid a
soothing effect. Sel design and
coordination were laudable, The
programme was conducted’ by
Seleena Mostafa.

All in all, the young perforiners
and the dance-music club of
Sunbeams deserve a round of
applause for Shyama.

A'scene from the dance drama

Musical soiree arranged by Srijon

young talents-- Nadia Ferdaus
Nimmi, Farzana Mili and Meer
Ahmed Newaz-- was impressive.

Farzana Mili rendered Nazrul's
Nohe' Nohe Priyo, Lalon's Tin
Pagole Hola Mela and adhunik

Rome mayot.:
launches film
festival

The mayorofRome hasunveiled plans
foranannualintemational film festival
in the Halian capital. Walter Veltrond
played down' suggestions that the
October festival, which has a budget of
7 million curos, would' damage the

programme was divided in three Sinwe s : . i Pyt : nearbyVenice Filim Festival,

i gers Sushmita Saha, Nadia gaan-- Ei Prithibir pore. Meer ; = i
parts; street play, peoples' song Ferdaus Nimmi, Meer Ahmed Ahmed Newaz presented Manna %\mm‘lognmt[@cﬂm Vedtroni
and poter gaan (agenre of narrative Newaz, Papia Naznin, Abdur De's popular song Rangini Kato tykl.mjl)onm'fhcﬁmmd\hﬁmﬁ{m
folk song). Members of the organi- Rashid, Farzana Mili and Abu Mais Festival is currently in with

H of dit i G . i organisers struggling to find the 100 mil-
sation performed to a receptive Bakar Siddiqui rendered songs Nadia Ferdaus Nimmi's pre- foneurosfundingfornewheadquart
audience, on January 28 at Begum Sufia

The organisation has been
working in Bangladesh since 1980,
with its offices in Dhaka and its
impact areas located in the remote
districts. Nijera Kori is a movement
1o generate awareness, from the
individual to the collective level,
relating to life in different perspec-

Kamal Auditorium, National
Museum.

Noyelist Selima Rahman was
the chief guest while singer
Rafigul Alam and Abdur Razzaq,
the deputy secretary of the Min-
istry of Cultural Affairs, were the
special guests of the programme,

Farzana Mili

The musical soirce featured

sentation of Mone mone shey
o/anina moved the audience.

; o & Other songs rendered by Nimmi
‘B.were Kanchan kanchan pahar
2 and Dukkhaamar.

Folk singer Abu Bakar Siddiqui
gave an exceptional perfor-
mance. He presented popular
folk songs such as Premer Mora

“This is a different creature” said
Veltroni ofthe inaugural Rome festival,
which will involve a jury of ordinary
filmgoers and take & more popular
approachthanitsVenetiantival

Veltroni has been eager to boost
Rome's profile as a centre for
filmmaking, with Missiont Inipossible3,
Ocean'’s Twelpeand the TV series Rome

{ Srijon arranges musical eve- popular kabyageety, Lalon Jole Dubena and Shujan Naiya. | allrecentlyfilmed there,
U'-'ﬂs-l eﬂzﬂmgﬁng social, eco- nings on the last Saturday of the  songs, Tagore songs and Nazrul  His stentorian rendition of the
nomicand political aspects. monthi songs. The rendition of songs by  folksongs was amajorattraction. | Source:intamel
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PICK OF THE DAY

Cast: Subara, Tazin, Tamalika

H|' Lata Night News (Bangla and English)
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| News (Bangla) &t 7:15 am. 8:00am,

| 2:00pm, 7:00pm, 8:00pm, 10:30pm,

o A2A5am,
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| ATN BARGLA OnATN Bangla at 08:00 pm OnHBO at09:30 pm

M N (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am. Genre: Drama Serial Genre: Comedy

Cast:Jack Nicholson, Diane Keaton, Keau Reeves
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