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At M 5ix pmple were killed in
separate road accidentsin Comilla,
Khulna and Pabna yesterday:

A CORRESPONDENT from
Co a reports: Three female
passengers, including one young
girl, were killed and two others
seriously injured in a road accident
at Kalakachua area on Dhaka-
Chittagonghighway vesterday.

The victims were identified as
Rahima Begum, 45, wife of Asmat
Ali, Afia Khatun, 44, wife of
Khnnl'led Alam and Shyamali. 14,

of Swapan Mia of village
Do ur under Comilla Sadar
upazila.

Witnesses and police said the
aceident occurred when an
unidentified passenger bus hit a
Chandina=bound auto-rickshaw
from Comilla at Kalakachua area
under Burichong upazila on

Dhaka-Chittagong highway at
around 11.30am.

Rahima and Afia died on the
spot while Shyamali succumbed to
her injuries in Comilla Combined
Military Hospital (CCMH).
Ishaque, 25, sonof Swapan Miaand
Bhanu Bibi, 33, daughter of
Iskendar Ali , of village Doulatpur
were admitted to Comilla Medical
College Hospital in eritical condi-
tion.

Dirivers of the auto-rickshaw
and the bus managed to escape
alongwith the vehicles.

A correspondent from 'Pabna
adds: Two young brothers were
killed in a road accident at
Arambaria in [shwardi upazila in
thedistricton Saturday night,

Police and locals said Shadhin
Kumar Pal, 34, and his younger
brother Nikhil Kumar Pal, sons of
Rishipada Pal of Arambaria village
were injured when an overloaded

lled in road crashes

truck rammed their motoreyele,

They were returning home from
Arambaria Bazar riding the motor-
cycle. Local peaple rushed them to
Ishwardi Upazila Health Complex
where the doctor declared them to
dead.

UNB from Khulna says: A minor
boy was crushed under the wheels
of a minibus at Gutudia village in
Dumuria upazila on Khulna-
Satkhira highwayyesterday.

The deceased was identified as
Omi, 7, son of Rabiul Islam of
Gutudia,

Police said the accident took
place at about 2:30pm when Omi
was crossing the highway. The
killer minibus managed to escape
thescene.

Transport movement was dis-
rupted on the highway for 30 min-
utes a4s angry people put up barri-
cade on the road protesting the
incident.

AMAR EKUSHEY BO1 MELA

‘Fair should be fair of

PHOTO: STAR
Osman Gani ongamoo Prokashani speaks at a press briefing at the Central Public Library seminar room In the city
yesterday.

publishers, not sellers’

Books to be sold at 30% discount

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Ahead of 'Amar Ekushey Boi Mela'
starting on February 1 in the city, a
group of publishers at a press
briefing yesterday urged the
authorities to implement the 'Boi-
Mela' policies formulated by the
Bangla Academy and stressed that
it should be the fair of publishers,
notthatofsellers.

The publishers under the ban-
ner of 'Creative Publishers’
Association, Dhaka' demanded
launching of a website, forming a
computerised media cell, taking
stringent security measures,
arranging four entrance gates

including a separate gate for the
intellectuals and authors at the fair
and lighting from TSC to the Doyel
Chattar.

To attract the readers and dis-
courage the non-publisher sellers,
this year publishers will sell books
at 30 percent discount, the associa-
tion leaderssaid.

Saeed Bari of Shuchipatra
Prokashani and executive director
of the association read out a writ-
ten statement at the press briefing
held at the Central Public Library
seminarroominthe city.

K M Firoz Khan of Khan
Brothers and Co emphasised that
no publisher should be allowed to

sell the books of other publishers,
"The fair should not turn to a book
market like Nilkhet or New Market.
For this, only exclusive books
should be exhibited in the fair.' He
added,

Osman Gani of Agamee
Prokashani appreciated the initia-
tives taken so far by the govern-
ment and the Bangla Academy to
holdthe fairsmoothly.

Robin Ahsan of Shrabon
Prokashani and Harunur Rashid of
Mira Prokashani were also present
inthebriefing,

The leaders expressed hope that
in future publishers themselves
would organise the book fair,

Report on
Electricity
(Amend) Bill
placed in JS

BSS, Dhaka

A report of the parliamentary
standing committee on a bill titled
"The Electricity (Amendment] Bill
2005" was placed in the Jatiya
Sangsad yesterday.

Mohammad Shahidul Islam,
chairman of the parliamentary
standing committee on the minis-
try of pawer, energy and mineral
resources, placed the bill.

The bill has proposed that a
person shall be deemed to have
dishonestly abstracted consumed
or used energy if he is found to
connection of any meter on mea-
suringapparatus.

also proposed enhance-
ment of penalty of both imprison-
ment and fine for such offences.
When passed, the bill will replaceé®
the Electricity Act, 1910.

State Minister for Electricity
Igbal Hasan Mahmud piloted the
bill in the Jatiya Sangsad on
November20.

Moon Sighting
body meets
today

UNB,M_

The National Moon Sighting
‘Committee will meet at the Islamic
Foundation auditorium in the city
mdaquv!wthe nma[lsiiLghﬂng

ﬂlﬂ_he mwhol’ this lunar month,
3, commemomniting the

holy As
martyrdom of Hazrat Imam Hossain
] ltﬂi:ala,lsnbaemed.

Indian in guise of woman held

BSS, Rangpur

Patrolling BDR men arrested an
Indian man, who entered
Bangladesh In the guise of a
woman wearing saree, this morn-
ing from Tentulia frontier in
Panchagarh district.

The BDR also recovered a
uniform of Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) from his
possession.

Patrolling BDR men chal-

lenged and held 'her' from the
said border.

During interrogation, the
arrested Indian national gave his
identity as Narayan Burman, 40,
son of late Babu Lal Burman of
village Merodaganj under Chopra

police station of Uttar Dinafpur,
districtin West Bengal. i

Alter interrogation, BDR filed
a case against him with Tentulia
police and handed him over to
police, the sources said.

Light fog likely

UNB, Dhaka

temperature over the country,

tomorrow.

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over
the countryin the next 12 hours till 6:00pm today.

Light fog may also occur over the river basins of the country
during early morning, Met Office said, predicting slightrise in night

Highesttemperature 29.8 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday
atChittagongand lowest 10.1 degree Celsiusat Srimongal.
The sun sets in the capital at 5:43pm today and rises at 6:40am

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded insome

majorcities and towns yesterday were:
City/Town Temperature Flumidityin
inCelsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 275 16.6 52 46
Chittagong 29.8 143 74 72
Rajshahi 26.7 11.0 71 58
Khulna 277 12.9 65 59
Barisal 28.0 12.0 78 76
Sylhet 29.0 14,0 68 54
Cox'sBazar 29.2 16.0 60 -

Shamser
Mobin's mother
passes away

BSS, Diaka

Tahmidunnahar, mother of
Bangladesh ambassador to the USA
Shamser Mobin Chowdhury, passed
away due to old-age complications
at a city clinic yesterday evening at
theageof8s,

Tahmidunnahar, wife of Abdul

‘Maobin Chowdhury, léft behind her
three sons, one daughter, grandehil-
drenand a host of relatives tomourn
herdeath.

Her two other sons are
Independent University Vice-
Changellor Prof Bazlul Mobin
Chowdhury and Vice-president of
Beximeco Shawkat Mobin
Chowdhury (Shahan) and daughter
Rita Khan, wife of retired secretary
Nur Hossain Khan.

Her namaz-e-janaza will be held
at Dhanmondi Satmasjid Road
Mosque after Zohr prayers today.

Her quikhwani will be held ather
residence at Water Lake Fortuna,
House No-31, Road No-12/A,
Dhanmondi in the city after Asr
prayers on Februray 1.

Shaheen Choudhury
BSS, Dhaka

Shaheen Choudhury, Head of Rangpur
FoudProgramme (WFP) i Banghdest,
Ban,
Enss&:l away due to cardiac ammest at a
tal in Bangkok on Saturday at the

As soon as the sad news was bro-
ken hundreds of his colleagues, rela-
tives and friends thronged the WFP
office at Agargaon to mourmn his
untimely demise.

Condoling Shaheen's death,
Edward M Kallon, WFP Country
Directorsaid with deep shock, "Thisis
indeed a great loss for WEP
Bangladesh ashe had been managing
our strategically most important
regional office.”

He [eft behind his wife, a sonand a
daughter, and a host of admirers to
mourn his death.

His namaz- e-janaza will be held at
Dhanmondi Eidgah Mosque after
Zohr prayers today and he will be laid
torestat Jurain graveyard, Postogola.

Shaheen was admitted to
Bumrngrad Hospital, Bangkok, with
heart ailment on January 22. Son of
late Enamul Hoque Choudhury, he
hailed from Choudhury Bari of
Dewanganjunder famalpur district.

Mesbah UlAlam

il Mesbah UL Alam,
principal of
- Baroiahat College

| Chittagong, passed
away duetoold age
complications in
the capital yesterday at the age of
65, saysapressrelease.

He left behind his wife, one son
and one daughter.

His namaz-e-janaza will be held
tomorrow on Baroiahat College
premises and will be buried at his
family graveyard at Hajishawrai in
Chittagong.

Zahir Raihan’s
anniversary of
death today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

‘Todayis the 34th death anniversary
of renowned filmmaker and author
Zahir Raihan who was murdered by
Pakistani soldiers and collabora-
tors when he went to search for his
martyred brother Shahidullah
Kaiser, an eminent writer and
journalist, on January30, 1972,

To sedrch for his brother, Raihan
tagged along with Bangladesh
army and policemen who
launched an operation to liberate
Mirpur from the remnants of
Pakistani forces who refused to
surrender on December 16, 1971,
and laid siege to Mirpurarea.

1 » Hundreds of army soldiers and

policemen were killed in the
Mirpur operation and to com-
memorate their deaths along with
Raihan's, January 31 is observed as
MirpurLiberation Day.

The Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee will hold a rally
tomorrow at the Mirpur National
Stadium in the city and take out a
procession to mark the day. Some
sector commanders of the Mukt
Bahini and wartime journalists will
address the rally,

Shaheed Lt Selim

Today is the 34th
death anniversary
of freedom fighter
Shaheed Lt Selim
Md Qamrul Hasan
™ (Bir Pratik), says a
pressrelease.
On the oceasion, Qurankhani,
discussion meeting and milad
mahfil will be held at Shahid Selim
Shikshalaya, Moghbazar at 3:00pm
andat Uttaraat9:00am in the city.
A milad mahfil will also be held
atSelim's village in Barisal.

SufiShah Jamal Uddin
BSS, Dhaka

The first death anniversary af
founding secretary general of
Mansur Uddin Folklore Institute
(MEI) SufiShah Jamal Uddinwill be
observed on January 31,

On the occasion, a milad mahfil
will be held at the residence of Sufi
Shah at 19, Sheikh Shaheb Bazar in
the city on the day after Asr prayers.

of Mirsarai in;
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Bangladesh Sangjukta Chat, Suta O Bastrakal Sramik Federation stages a fast-unto-death at Muktangan [n the city
yesterday to realise its ten-point demand, including announcement of minimum wages for its workers and payment
of group insurance money for deceased Workers of Adam|ee Jute Mills.

Appeal for elp

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Abir Mahmud, a student of stan-
dard one at the city's Biam
Laboratory School, has been suf-
fering from cancer for last few
maonths.

He was already treated at the
hospitalsin Kolkata and Mumbaiin
India where he underwent a sur-
gery in his cancer-affected tumour
on histhroatand nose.

But doctors at Apollo Flospitals
in Kolkata advised the guardians of
Abir to take him to Singapore or
Hong Kong for better treatment in
last December when his condition
started to deteriorate again.

Abir is now undergoing treat-
ment at Ahsania Mlssfon Cancer
Huspitﬂi in the city. i

: QninqmryAbu-spmnu camn
to know that Tk 10 lakh Is needed
for his treatment.

But as a low-income service-
holder they cannot afford it.

It may be mentioned that they
have already spent Tk 14 lakh for
the treatment of their child.

So, Abir's parents have made
fervent appeal to all 1o extend
generous help to save the life of
theironlyson.

Contributions can be sent to
following address: Bibhor Aktar

(Abir's mother), Savings Account |

No 8690, Sonali Bank, Moghbazar
Branch, Dhaka orcan contactthem
over phone 8361185, 0175833045,

EntajAli
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Entaj Ali, a city day-labourer, has
been suffering due to m:panslun of
his prostate gland.

At present he is under the !taat-
ment of Dr Fakhrul Islam of
Urology department at the [nsaf
Diagnostic and Consultation
Centreat Eskaton.

Ali needs immediate operation
which will cost Tk 30,000.

Buthis familyis unable to afford

the expenses and therefore |

appealed to people for generous
help.

Contributions can be sent to
Account No 21031271, Prime Bank
Eskaton Branch, Dhaka, or Phone
0189081980,

Govt turns country

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Workers' Party President Rashed
Khan Menon yesterday said the
BNP-Jamaat- led coalition govern-
menthas turned the whole country
into a “prison” through its repres-
sion on the opposition leaders and
workers,

He was speaking as chief guest
at a reception accorded to 11 party
members who were released from
jail on Thursday at the central
office at Topkhana Road in the city.

They were arrested from a pro-
cession during a hartal called by
the opposition 14-party alliance on
January 22,

Menon said the government has
no respect for democratic practices
and that's why it is sending the
opposition leaders and workers to
jails without any fault.

He told the government leaders
to reform the jails during their time,
otherwise they have to suffer in the
jail for their corruption,

Calling on the party leaders and

into prison: Menon

members to make the February 5
'long march' a success, Menon said
every member will have to be ready
for going tojail.

He demanded of the govemn-
ment to withdraw the false cases
against the opposition workers
immediately.

WPHB General Secretary Bimal
Biswas urged the party members to
gear up their agitation to oust the
government.

"Weshall have to struggle for the
welfare of the political detainees
also who are languishing in differ-
ent jails across the country” he
said.

WPB city committee Secretary
Kamrul Ahsan presided over the
function addressed by Jubo Maitri
leader Mostafa Alamgir Ratan,
Abdullah Al Mamun and Tapos
Kumar Pal.

WPB Paolite-Bureau member
Halder Akbar Khan Rono, Anisur
Rahman Mollik and Nurul Hasan
were also pmsc ntontheoccasion.

PHOTO: STAR
Workars' Party President Rashed Khan Menon speaks at a reception
accorded to 11 party members who were released from jail an Thursday at
the central office In the city yesterday.

4,000 X-ray films recovered
at DMCH, 2 arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday arrested two
persons, including a Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH), employee and recovered
4,000 pieces of X-ray films from
their possession.

Police challenged Mashiur
Rahman, a storekeeper of the
DMCH, when he was getting on a
CNG-run three-wheeler along with
two otherswith the booty.

Mashiur, however, managed to
flee leaving the films, worth around

Tkonelakh.

Earlier, the employees of the
hospital informed us about the
heist, said one of the security per-
sonnel

Police caught Shafiul [slam, an
X-ray operator of the hospital, and
1 buyer Nanda Kumar red handed
and handed them over to the
DMCH authorities.

A DMCH source told The Daily
Star that a section of dishonest
employees often steal materials
from the hospital and sell those to
the outsiders.
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'Family ug;ier -
pressure to
withdraw case’

BDNEWS, Dhakea k.

Some Chinese Embassy qmdals.
including Chinese national, are
allegedly pressuring the family
members of the slain day-labalrer
Nur Nabi to withdraw | murder
cascmexchanget’ormnm
Victim's elder brother Mnhsin
filed a murder case with the
Gulshan Police Station accusing

some people, inc Csome
Chinese Embassy jees, -
connection with 'the of his

brather.
Nur Nabi hailed from vﬁ;g.g.,
Baliain Bholadistrict. Al

Quoting Mohsin, Shakﬂ&hn‘l.ed.
a businessman who also
Bhala, said an [nlm:p f
Chinese Embassyis’
family members of slain Mur Hl
towithdraw the case.

"The interpreter nm 'Ih'one
lakh to Mohsinand threatened him

to withdraw the case,* Shakil
added.

During painting work at the
Chinese Embassy on Saturday, a
drop of paint dripped an the body
of a Chinese from the pot of Nur
Nabi, sources said.

Asaresult, the Chinese national
became angry and beatand chased
the Bangladeshi national, sources
said. At one stage, he threw the
unconscious ban; of the youth to
theground, sourcesadded.

Seriously injured Nabi was
rushed to the Apollo Hospitals
where the attending doctors
declared him dead.

Photo exhibition
on climate
change begins
February 2

BSS, Dhaka
A month-long photo @ llftl.n tite
"My Warld, My Future* will begin at

Eri:ishCnuncilonﬁ!ﬁl‘uaty!.
British Council and Map Photo
Agency will jointly arrange the exhi-
bition where 48 photographs of 32
photographerswillbe putonedisp!
The photographs were selecth:i
from a competition by the
British Council, British High
Commission and DFID-Bangladesh
onclimate change inAugust lastyear
as part of the joint pro o
address fhe isstids of climate
ch'a'ngcs'-‘-- LR LR

World Philosophy

Day tomorrow
BSS, Dhaka

World Philosophy Day will be
observed in the country tomotrow
withdueimportance.

Philosophy Depastment
University (DU) and anmda Deb
Phllosnphz Research Center have
jointly chalked out a two-day
progmmmetoobserve the day:

Asapartofthep teach-
ers and students of DU Philosophy
Department will bring out a proces-
sion from Aparajeya Bangla at
1G00am wmonow.

DU Vice Chancellor Prof SMA Faiz
will inaugurate the two m:nﬁ.mc
tinnatTSCauditoriumat 10:

Marking awmﬁﬂad
"Philosophy ﬁ::hgqm-mg Allevintion®
mllhehetdnt!(alahhahms 10:00am
onkebruaryl,

DU]J general
meeting. ggday

BDNEWS, Dhaka

The biennial general meeting of
Dhaka Union of Journalists (DU}
will be held at the National Press
Club suditorium In the eity at
10:00am today.

Veteran journalist Kgmnl
Lohani will attend the meuting as
chigfguest.

The election of the DUJ will be
held tomorrow.

‘One lakh city slum dwellers. get
Safe water, sanitation in 2 yrs’

BSS, Dhaka

Over one lakh slum dwellers in
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) and
Chittagong City Corporation (CCC)
have been brought under the safe
water and safe sanitation coverage
inlasttwoyears.

Population Services and
Training Center (PSTC) took the
initiative under its 'Poverty
Reduction through
Environmental Water Sanitation
and Hygiene (PREWSH)' project
with the financial support of
Department for International
Development (DFID) and the

technical assistance of "'Water Aid
Bangladesh'. '

Project Direction of PSTC Fayez
Mohammad Mostaque told BSS
that after successful implementa-
tion of the project at a cost of Taka
nine crore, a total 0f 3.6 lakhs slum
dwellers in DCC and CECC will come
under safe water and sanitation
coverage by 2009.

So far, significant achievements
have been made in the area of
hardware installation’ for safe
waler, promotion. of households
latrines, sanitation block, garbage
vitn, soak point and hygiene pro-
motion, he added,

PREWSH has been working as a
member of National Sanitation
Task Force under the Department
of Public Health and Engineering
(DPHE) aiming to improve health
status, livellhood and physical
living condition of the people
especially to the poor and under-
privileged people.

The main focus of PREWSH is to
repair or reconstruct the sewerage
and drainage system, pit and clus-
ter latrines at suitable places near
their living areas to ensure the
environmental health of the popu-
lation in urban areas, PSTC sources
said.
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Corporate exhibition

Corporate Bazaar Executive
Committee organises the First
Corporate Exhibition with Foraign
Minister M Morshed Khan as chief
guest. Venua: BCFCC. Tima: 4:00pm.

Seminar

Bangladesh Quran Leaming Sociaty
organises a seminar on 'Invitation and
preaching of the prophels’. Vanus:
Hamdard auditorium, Bangla Motor.
Tima:4:30pm.

Memorial meeting

Haldar Smili Parishad will hold a
meeting in memory of aminent [awyer
Sudhanshu Shekhor Haldar with
Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina as
chiaf guest. Vanue: Institute of
Engineers. Time: 3:00pm.

Film
Zahir Raihan Film Sociaty will screen
'hemlel’, a film adapted from

Shakespeare. Venus: Russfan Cullural
Centra, Time: 4:30,




