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Exhibition

The

KAvITA CHARANJI

HERE'S an artist in every -
child. Given the right envi-

ronmentmany childrencan
put their vivid imagination, sense
of wonder and'lave of colours to
good use. This reflection was
uppermost in the mind of viewers
when they visited an art exhibition,
‘Thelanguage ofjoy."

The exhibition was organised at
the Royal Orchid restaurant ini-
tially’ from January 25-27 by the
Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts in col-
laboration with the reputed human
rights and legal aid organisation,
Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK). The
display has been extended by two
days.

This was a display of children's
art with'a difference. For one, the
budding artists were all under-
privileged working children such
as shop assistants, domestic
helps, signboard artists and gar-
bage collectors. All the 74 water
colour, pastel, pencil and crayon
works movingly captured rural
and urban landscapes along with
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A selection of paintings by children

figures -- all through the eyes of
the youngartists.

Among the works that attracted
attention were signboard writer
Moazzem Hossain's rural scenes
replete with figures of girls and
boys, Huts and a river. Using hues
ofblue, red, green and brown, the
15-year-old artist used crayons to
conjure up a rural setting. The
thatched huts were offset with
colourful flags.

INext, one's eyes came to reston a
crayon work by Fatema Akhter (13
years), a domestic helper, who
depicted aschool and boys and girls
with a placard. In the background
were construction workers. Talking
to another artist, Mahbub Alam (a
studentofclass 10) one came face to
face with the aspirations and
dreams of a working child. A sign-
board and banner artist, Alam's
watercolour works recreate village
life, complete with trees, flowers,
and rivers. Alam's other talent is
penciled portraits of people, an art
that was evident when he did a
quick sketch of this correspondent.
Explaining his rural landscapes,

Alam says thatthe scenes are mostly
drawn from his own imagination
and his occasional visits (o his vil-
lage Shariatpur. “The frenzied pace
of life in Dhaka sometimes gets to
me,” says the artist, adding that.
“Sometimes]gotoavillageforsome
peace and quiet.” Aselftaught artist,
Alam has been painting for the last
six years or so, His ambition is to
hold a solo exhibition -~ a dream
fostered by the current display.

Mahbub has drawn up other
achievements. In 2004 he received
an award in an exhibition themed
“Always Blue, Always Green', organ-
ised by a Polish environmental
group, His brother Ashraf, a banner
writer, seems equally talented. In an
art exhibition in Tokyo in 2005, he
won a special mention besides
bagging two medals from the
ShishuAcademyin 2003.

Though some of the children live
in dire poverty, sometimes brutal-
ised and exploited, the works on
display are joyous and  vibrant.
“The paintings truly speak the
language of joy" says Luva Nahid
Chowdhury, director of Bengal

language of joy

Foundation. “They reflect little of
the travails of the children's current
existence but focus more on their
hopesand dreams,” she adds.

Others have contributed their
time to make the exhibition a
success. In their ranks is well-
known artist, Rokeya Sultana, who
teaches art to underprivileged
children from ASK's drop in centre,
Asatrainer and one of the painting
selectors, she realised that each of
the children had a story to tell. In
her words, “Though the children
live in urban areas, they keenly
remember theirvillages and roots.”

The public response has been
favourable and diplomats of sev-
eral countries have visited the
exhibition. Explaining ASK's stake
in the exhibition, Sultana Kamal,
execttive ditector of the organisa-
tion, asserts, " Exhibitions like this
will popularise the message that
working children are equally
talented as their more privileged
counterparts. Giventhe appropri-
ate environment, these children
can become creative members of
society.”

Theatre
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Many of us are acquainted with the
17th century French comedy struc-
ture, influenced by 'Comedia del
Arte', which satires the fashionable
glite, Nineteenth century Bangla
dramatist Jotirindranath Thakur's
comedy Alik Babuw, following the
European comedy structure, satires
the then BabuShomaj (elite).

The theatre group Natyajan pre-
miered Alik Babu on January 27. In
the play, Alik Prokash (M Mohsin)
frequently tells lies to attract an
upper crust lady, Hemangini
(Sharmin Islam Munni), who gets
her ideas of romance from novels.
Like the European comedy tech-
nigue, Proshanna (A] Mira Khan), a
widowed domestic help, plays a go
between for Alik and Hemangini, so
that Hemangini will help her marry
Godadhar (Moinuddin Alam
Kohinuir).

Godadhar also tries his best tohelp
the couple. When Alik's credentials
evoke a doubt in the mind of

Actors in a scene from the play

Hemangini's father, Satya Sindhu
(Faruk Mahmud Dipu), a disguised
Godadhar bails out Alik.
Moinuddin's frequent transforma-
tions of different characters was
praiseworthy -- particularly in the

cene when he appears asa Marathi

erson. Mirasuccessfullyemoted as
alower caste widow infatuated with
Godadhar. Faruk Mahmud was also
impressive as an honest gentleman,
Moreover, Pantha Sarkar as a friend
of Alik, successfully represented the
lifestyle of the young people of the
then Babu Samaj, who passed their
time in amusements like music and
drinking and others. However,
Munni as a fashionable lady in
search of love was not altogether
convineing.

A particularly weak spot was the
overacting of Mohsin as Alik, espe-
cially in the scenes when he is
pushed in a corner. Moreover, atthe
end of the play, he came a cropper
when his character refused tomarry
Hemangini.

Jotirindranath Thakur's comedy
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Alik Babu: Natyajan's latest
production premiered

also deals with fewimportantissues
of that time like ‘widow marriage’
and athers.

Director Bhashwar
Bandopadhyay is heavily infiu-
enced by Shakespearean theatre,
His scene making, using of solilo-
quies and emphasis on verbal act-
ingare based on thewestern theatre
form. However, there is no juxtapo-
sition of directorial lines and set
elements; as a result Uttam Guho's
huge sect reflecting the interior
design of a fashionable house of the
19th century appeared as an orna-
mentnotaset -

Light designer Zahidur Rehman
Tazim failed to recreate the mood
and tempo of the play, The adjust-
mentof the general light was inade-
quate.

Natyajan prem:emdAIiLBabunn
January 27 at the Experimental
Theatre Stage. The hinction was
inaugurated by Mahbub-e Alam,
presidentof the Supreme Couirt Bar
Associaton. Mamunir Rashid was
the special guest of the evening.

Nashid Kamals four decades in

music

Nashid Kamal performing at the event

CUTURAL CORRESPONDENT!

Nazrul artistes

PHOTO. STAR

To mark seasoned Nazrul and folk artiste Nashid
Kamal's 40 years inmusic, cultural organisation Amra
Shurjomukhi held a commemorative event at the
National Museumon January 27.

The programme was presided over by music expo-
nentAzad Rahman, The special guestat the event was
Nashid's father former chief justice Mostafa Kamal,
Among others, Nashid's mother professor Hosne Ara
Kamal, folk music exponent Mostafa Zaman Abbasi,
Khalid Hossain, Shaheen Samad,
veteran artiste Ferdousi Rahman and singer Shakila
Zafarwerepresent.

The guests talked about Nashid's achievements as
an artiste and a solo performance by the singer was
the attraction of the event, The minstrel started her
performance witha patriotic song composed by Azad
Rahman, Amar desher dhoolikona roktey rayechhe
mishey. Other folk and Nazmil songs rendered by
Kamal were: Shaono raatey jodi, Arun ranga golap
koli, Ami potho monjori, Dikey dikey, Padmadighir
dharey, Nodir naam shoi, Amar goheen ganger naiyya
and Oarmardorodi.

The performance was wrapped up by Nashid's
rendition of Namazi tarnamazjey holo bhul.

Andhokarer Aloy Tumi on
Valentme s Day

As part ofthe Valemme s Day spec:a] pmgramml., nty WlH a1r alv play
Andhokarer Aloy Tumi by Sumanta Aslam. The story revolves around a
lovelorn duo, Titi and Antu, Chayanika Chowdhury is the diréctor of the

TV play.

Zahid Hasan and Aupi Karim in the play
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Why This Film Is Not Yet Rated

Documentary takes on ratings system

AP, Park City

Kirby Dick has rated the movie-
ratings board and come to a blunt
conclusion: This panel is not
suitable foranyaudiences.

His documentary This Film Is
Not Yet Rated, which premiered
last Wednesday at the Sundance
Film Festival, is a harsh indict-
ment of the ratings system over-
seen bythe Motion Picture Associ-
ation of America, the trade group
for Hollywood's top studios,

Dick calls the ratings process a
form of censorship carried out by
unqualified film judges who oper-
ate in secrecy, their procedures
favouring big studio fare over
movies from independent and
overseas filmmakers.

This Film Is Not Yet Rated exam-
ines the history of the ratings
systern, set up in the 1960s by
MPAA boss Jack Valenti, who
retired as head of the group in

- |
2004 and gave up control of the
ratings system lastfall

The documentiry chronicles
Dick's efforts to pindown ratings-
board members, whase identitics
are kept private, and find out how
they operate. He hires a private
investigator who's fiercely deter-
mined to flush out thé people
behind the ratings system.

Dick includes interviews with
filmmakers and actors involved
with movies that received NC-17
ratings -- which prohibit anyone
younger than 17 from seeing the
films. The lineup includes John
Waters (Pink Flamingos, A Dirty
Shame), South Park co-creator
Matt Stone (Team America: World
Police) and Kimbetly Pierce (Boys
Don'tCry).

This Film Is Not Yet Rated
received an NC-17 rating itself
because it includes explicit foot-
age from many films that received
an NC-17 for graphiccontent.
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News Hoadlines (Bangla) al 8:55
amAZ:10 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm, 4:00
pm. 7200 pm.

News (Bangla) a1 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.B:00 pm.

News (Engfish) ot 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and Engiish)
11:30 pm.

CHANMEL=i

News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:;30pm,
12:15am.

Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) a1 11:30 pm.

ATH BANGLA

News (Bangla) al 7:00 am.10;00am.
2:00 pr, 7:00 pm, 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) B:20am, 7:00pm
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English} at 11:30 pm.

Latost News (Bangia) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headiines (Bangta) at 10:00 am,
12:00am. 6:15 prn. §:30 pm,

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English ) at11:30 pm,

TARA BANGLA

Hevs Hoadiors (Bangl) 530 pm.7.20pm.
Tara News (Bangla) ot 8:3t pm. 11:30 pr.
Tm ﬂm Bangladesh (Bangla) at 8:30
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1 Cast: Swunty. Deepa Khondokar, Shahed

PICK OF THE DAY

Jol Porey Pata Norey Dragonheart
On ATN Banglaat08:00 pm On HBO at 08:30 pm
Drama Serial Genre: Action/Adventure

Cast: Dennis Quald, Dina Meyer, Jasonisaacs
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