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Key WTO nations set detailed
timeline on global trade talks

AFP, Davos

WTO chief Pascal Lamy and minis-
ters from 19 nations agreed on a
detailed timeline Saturday to
smooth progress over global trade
talks, which one participant said
wasenteringits "end game".

After the first political gathering
since the World Trade
Organisation’s full ministerial
conference in Hong Kong last
month, Lamy said about 40 percent
of a landmark deal on breaking
down barriers to commerce still
needed to be secured by the agreed
deadlineoftheendof the year.

"There was a shared but sober
realisation of what needs to be
done,” Lamy told journalists.

"Nobaody has questioned this
deadline,” he added. "They all
know they have to move."

Some of the most contentious
issues, opening up markets for

farm trade, as well as industrial
goads and services, are still on the
table.

"We are entering the end game
period, but we will be successful,"
Swiss Economy Minister Joseph
Deiss, who chaired the informal
meeting, said in the Swiss moun-
tain resort of Davos.

The ministers set out a tlmem-
ble of intermediate steps that need
to be completed on the way to two
key meetings in April and July that
were agreed on in Hong Kong, he
added.

Full details were not made
available because the rest of the
WTO's 149 members still have to
examinethem.

Lamy said the trade talks had
covered "60 percent of the road on
average”, although he acknowl-
edged that the negotiators have "a
big nut to crack on agriculture and
on non-agricultural market

access”.

"The question is, how do we
move 40 percent of the way in one
year?” headded.

The primary battleline pits
wealthy nations such as the United
States and members of the
European Union against the G20
group of poor countries led by
emerging nations Brazil and India.

Those four key actors were
among the 19 present on the side-
lines of the World EBconomic
Forum, representing a cross-
section of trade interests,

Developing countries want the
United States and European Union
to dismantle agricultural import
barriers, while industralised
nations are demanding that the
G20 and others open up industrial
markets and services.

An EU offer for tariff cuts on
farm trade is regarded as insuffi-
cient, asimilaronefrom the United

States has been questioned, and
each side is pressing the other to
make the next move.

The timeline was designed to set
intermediate targets showing what
negotiators should achieve in the
detailed technical talks over the
coming weeks and months, and
when.

That would allow the WTO to
assess the state of progress on the
way to the deadlines in Hong Kong
and apply pressure where needed,
the frade officials said. Many trad-
ing nations are insisting on parallel
progress on all issues.

“That's absolutely key, to move
inconeert," Lamy said.

Ministers will be called in along
the way when necessary, because
some of the issues -- notably agri-
cultural subsidies and Import
tariffs -- and the trade-offs will
demand political choices from the
countriesinvolved,
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PHOTD; MERCANTILE BANK

Shah Md Nurul Alam, managing director and CEO of Mercantile Bank Ltd, and Kaiser A Chowdhury, president and man-
agling director of Arab Bangladesh Bank Ltd, exchange documents after signing a drawing arrangement agreement
recently. The deal will facilitate channelising remittance and cash paymentbetween the two banks for mutual benefits.

PHOTO: ADCONM
Geeteara Safiya Choudhury, chairperson of Adcomm Ltd, an advertising firm, and Jahangir Alam, managing director
of Matador Group, a local business enterprise, sign an agreement on behalf of companies recently. Under the deal,
Adcommwill execute allkinds of advertisements for Matador for one year.

Microsoft
reports record
Q2 revenue

AFP, San Francisco

US software colossus Microsoft
had record revenue of 11.84 billion
dollars (US) for the financial quar-
ter that ended December 31, 2005,
the company reported on
Thursday.

The figure represented
Microsoft's best single-quarter
revenue to date and was a nine
percent increase over the same
quarterayear earlier.

Earnings per share were 33
cents, as forecast, while net earn-
ings were 3.65 billion dollars,
according to the company.

A company statement blamed a
two percent drop in operating
income on missed sales targets for
the new Xbox 360 as well as market-
ing and product development
expenses associated with major
productlaunches.

“The growth in our core busi-
nesses was healthy during the
quarter, driven by strength in
Serverand Tools and the success of
our Windows Client products in a
mbust PC market,” Micrasoft chief
financial officer Chiris Liddell said
inawrittenstatement.

“The quarter also marked the
beginning of an important prod-
uet CE:IE for Microsoft with the
launches of Xbox 360, SQL Server
2005, Visual Studio 2005 and
Microsoft Dynamics CRM 3.0, all of
whichwere extremely successful and
well received by our customers."

An official of the Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSEC) Ltd
In Bangladesh Interviews a visually impalred candidate at Blind Education
Rehabilitation and Development Organisation (BERDO) recently. The HSBC
has joined hands with the BERDO to provide opportunities for a number of
visually Impaired people, HSBC has offared internship to two students with
the prospect of full-time employment upon successful completion.

PHOTO: HSBC
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PHOTO: JAYSON PHARMACEUTICALS
The 'Annual Marketing & Sales Conference-2006"' of Jayson
Pharmaceuticals Ltd was held recently in Dhaka. Directors and senior offi-
cials were present at the conference.

Pakistan eyes enhanced
textile trade with China

APP, Beijing

Pakistan sees wide prospects to
enhance its trade with China in
textile sector, under the Early
Harvest Programme (EHP) that
cameinto effect this month.

Textile covers about 70 percent
of Pakistan's total exports to China.
However, it is mostly in raw form,
mainly cotton yarm. The EHP pro-
vides a new opportunity to
Pakistani traders convert their
export products to China into
value-added.

To encourage trade with
Pakistan, China now provides 27
percent cut in tariff on import of
cotton fabrics, manmade fabric,
home textile and towels, said MaYi
a senior member of China's Textile
Association.

In an interviewwith APP, He said |

the Chinese government encour-
ages companies to enhance trade
with Pakistan, under the free trade
arrangements. Pakistani firms, he
added should try to introduce
high-quality textile products in the
Chinese market to receive a more
favourable response.

He also underlined the need of

launching a coordinated marketing
offensive by participating in the
exhibitions that are being held time
to time in Chinese major cities. Ma
Yi said some Chinese companies
have shown interest working
together with their Pakistani friends
to enhance their textile business in
the international market.

Several Chinese delegations
have recently visited Pakistan to
explore the possibility of undertal-
ing joint ventures in textile and
other fields, he added.

Pakistani companies can con-
tact the China Textile Association
and textile importers to expand
their business links. Many textile
companies of the developing
countries have already opened up
their representative offices in
Western Chinese coastal cities like
Shanghai, Ouangzhdd, Dalian and
Tianjin to take full advantage of
growing textile marketin China.

Sunny Daj, vice-general man-
ager of Yibin Grace group based in
China's Sichuan Province, said the
two countries can also establish
textile industrial units in joint
ventures to produce expori-
oriented goods.

Thai PM behind 'dodgy

deal’

ANN/THE NATION

Emerging evidence suggests Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
condoned a questionable deal
preceding his family's Bt73.3-
billion (US$1.9-billion) sale of Shin
Corp shares, Democrat Party
leader Abhisit Vejjajivasaid Friday.

“Based on newly uncovered
evidence, preparations for the Shin
Corp transaction were not straight-
forward, and their manner has
raised questions about tax liability
and stock-market rules,” Abhisit
said.

Even though the sale of the
company was a private deal,
Thaksin should be held account-
able for any legal improprieties
because of his dual position as
both prime minister and the
Shinawatra business empire's
nominal head, the Democrat
leaderstressed.

He added that the main opposi-
tion party would conclude its own
investigation into the sale of Shin
Corp within a month, The party's
probe will first zero in on suspi-
cious circumstances surrounding
the transaction just three days
before the takeover of the company
by Singapore's Temasek Holdings,
an investment branch of the
Singapore government.

During the suspect transaction,
Ample Rich, an offshore invest-
ment company located in the
British Virgin Islands, sold its 10.97
per cent of Shin equity stakes back
to two of Thaksin's children,
Panthongtae and Pinthongta, at
Btl (three US cents) pershare.

A few days later Panthongtae
and Pinthongta sold their shares to
Temasek at Bt49 (USS51.26)per
share.

“The Democrat Party will inves-
tigate the reason behind the trans-
action between Ample Rich and
Thaksin's two children,” the party
leader noted.

He added that the Revenue
Department and the Securities aned
Exchange Commission owed it fo
the Thai public to spell out the

with S'pore firm?

enforcement of tax laws and stock-
market regulations g;mlning to
the Shinawatra _' aa]e af
theirempire' sﬂagl

The transaction lnmlﬂingﬁmple
Rich has raised several unanswered
questions and may sét a dangerous
precedent for other investors trying
to avoid paying taxes and circum-
venting stock market regulations
through the manipulation of loop-
holes, Abhisit said.

“Many people are puzzled by
the tax-collection standards of the
Revenue Department, as average
citizens are required to pay taxes
while a huge tax liability is granted
special exemption,” hesaid.

Democrat MP Korn Chatik-
avanij has been appointed by the
party to lead the team investigating
the sale of Shin shares.

“I will try to see if the prime
minister has used his position to
secure lenient treatment for his
family as well as pledge frture
favotirs in order to induce Temasek
into signing the deal,” Korn said.
He added that Thaksin himselfhad
conceded that it had not been easy
to find a buyer willing to pay Bt70
billion for Shin Corp,

Korn said he was particularly
interested in monitoring events as
they had unfolded with regard to
Temasek's Singapore Telecom-
munication and Shin's Advanced
Information Service. He was refer-
ring to the licensing review for 3G
maobile services,

Precedents have indicated that
Thaksin might be willing to bend
the law to benefit his family, he
sald.

A case in point was the law on
foreign ownership, which was
amended after Thaksin came to
power to reduce the legal cap on
foreign ownership in Thai compa-
nies to 25 per cent of equity stakes
from 49 per cent, he said, which
derailed a business plan of DTAC, a
rival mobile-phoneoperator.

Yet three days before the
Temasek deal, a revised law came
into effect capping foreign owner-
ship backat49 per cent, he noted.
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Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh | iSO N IR | Government of the People's
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: Ministry of Agriculture ! AfdblETE B i‘@! Republic of Bangladesh
{ | Barind Multipurpose Development Authority iRG WireEr wBiEEE Ministry of Agriculture
= Office of the Executive Engineer TS|, GBI Barind Multipurpose Development Authority
Naogaon Region-1, Naogaon Hifyies A A= o fasfe/s aooe wifisis 3o GEf 300k Office of the Executive Engineer
I o - f T d Naogaon Region-2, Patnitala, Naogaon
nvitation for 1enders waoiq fqeafe ki
i [ Ministry/diision Ministry of Agriculture, % Invitation for Tenders
2 | Agency 5% Barind Mullipurpose Development Autharity. 3000-300Y Wi 40 WG AT AGIFRE-q, 4rsH, BTN a3 I | Ministry/Division Ministry of Agriculiure,
‘3 | Proctring entity name Execulive Engineer. i e W S UEHE @ s CFEle 300w’ O3 GIBEEE- 2 | Agency Barind Multipurpose Development Authority.
4 | Procuring entity district Maogaon. Y QIfelds GINPshEE Gy Meeda B S30 a SEE wR 3 | Procunng entity name Executive Engineer.
5 | Tender No BMDA/Nao-1 1/2005-2006, Dale 16/01/2008. Bratuirg dfobion Frag srs Sheciarss A Gao@ e s 4 | Procuring entity district Naogaon.
6 | Invitation Ref. No Memo No-2021, Dale 18/01/20086. At | J B S D i : 5 | Tender No BMDA/Nao-06/2005-2006 Date 17/01/2006
? Prucu[emeni (ne[hgd Opan Ten[leri“g Method, BT T e R 7 6 Invitation Hetl. No Memo ND'IGQG Dat& I?f'L'IHEGGG
8 Budget and source of funds GOB. 3 HICET « difers e AnbiEEE-a e MEnd 7 Procurement method Open lenderng metnod.
g | Project/Pragram name (if applicable) Command Area Development Project. il g E”d.gﬂ;.a"d sourcerof [“.rr'ds e EOB e e
0| Ttk rams Sy o 2l G 0PUC s AT it g Lo Tl e e s
11| Tender ast selling date & fime 130212006, time up {0 office hour. S | et et o T3t Yenderlesi salii dAIGE TS {4102/3005, Tme tip 16 ofica hotir :
12 | Tender HECEIIVII"IG date anrj lime 14/02/2008, time 3.00pm. spp AHIfE @ SEpaq ar - ey s 12| Tender receving date and time 15/02/2006, Time 3.00pm.
:3 RgeGE pponing date and rtl'me Ui 022 A R 31 | wwerenyfas | g N 13_| Tender opening dale and lime 5/02/2006, Time 3.0pm.
o s EEL R hcg(s_} sliiliess : i : o1 | weaa Sizane | s, s i aniEme-a | 14_| Name & address of the office(s) Afcrase > : .
-Selling tender document (prinaipal) Office of the Executive Engineer, BMDA, Naogaon Region-1, e T e - Selling tender document (principal) Office of the Executive Engineer, BMDA, Naogaon Region-2,
Naggaon_ H | (il ATlhE “”r.'-alb-;‘;b,u*]{?—a_")fa!.1 | Pa[mtaia Naogacn
-Selling tender document (others) (a) Oifice of the Executive Director, BMDA, Rajshahi. o2 - Selling lender document (others) (a) Oﬁce of the Executive Directar, BMDA, Rajshahi,
(b) Office of the Execulive Engineer, BMDA, Naogaon‘ @ WA ST | AT qn;}a}f‘;gﬁ—z[}‘e{nq_n s e (b) Office of the Executive Engineer, BMDA Naogaon-
* 2lNawabgonj/Rajshahl Region. 34 '@ sl s:rs.nnkr q-of,-l, .‘, ' : ' = zfﬂawabgunlfgﬂaishghl Reglon. _
16 | Recalving lender document Office of the Executive Engmear BMDA, Naogaon Region-1, s e A L2 — 15 | Receiving tender document Office of the Executive Engineer, BMDA, Naogaon Region-2,
: Naagaon. : | | waGas e wfs s Boo/-(blS) Tl & T : g?r"ga“r“ih Eveauive Ercnaer BDAT Ragon.
16 | Opening tender document Oifice of the Executive Engineer, BMDA, Naogaan Region-1, it o W | CARESEOTIOIR) | bl Ll S Na::;agn. e gl L
Maogaon. a1 | wasta i g | anlre aites anoilfene, sie, shaRn| 77 | Eliglbilly of tenderer
17 Eligibility of tenderer _ 7 Wi | dnm el | = | Fafae wmemie - 000/ B (¢) Original manufacturer having own uPVE pipe & fittings praduction plant.
{a] Original manufacturer having own UPVC pipe & fittings production plant, (siehGEfy ag | o e  wicadf Biet (d) Representative of ariginal manufacturer or recognised suppliers having certificate of original manufacturers
epresentative of ariginal manufacturer or recognised suppliers having cerfificate of original P : : regarding supply of u pipe & fitings.
(b) Rep ti i original f gnised suppli ing iff f ariginal {"r G 6 gl e d ly of uPVC pipe & fitling
manufactures regarding supply of uPVC pipe & fittings. R o1 MEANS o Sl HHEEE - brooo/s | Above eligible with trade licance, VAT registration centificate, TIN (Tax-payer's |dentification Number) in
Above eligible with trade licence, VAT registration certificate, TIN (Tax-payer's Identification BT compliance of Clause 184 Income Tax Ordinance Financial Act, 1997 personffirms may purchase fender
Number) in compliance of Clause 184 Income Tax Ordinance Financial Act, 1997 personfiirms may Dl | wesna it | RS Qe AnGIEEE-a, Ao, BRm | documents showing thelr above ariginal cerificate. Attested phatacopies of the same must be attached with
i : - . " ! tenders to be dropped. Or more than one supplier with certificates from single original manufacture anly the
purchase tender documents shawing their above original certificate. Aftested pholocopies of the same oG first applicant will get the permission for purchase of tender documents
must ble atlacfherl with Ilende;; to herdmppgd, Or more than one supplier with certificates from single sol | wawa  fafes | ab crifl anob SR BETREE R 18 | Brief description of goads.
= g’:i%';’geé”c?;[&;;‘;‘rrzsgd\;'he R B R 2 ARV e ot ania i sy SRS g Supply of 200mm outer dia UPVC ipes & ffings. | Nominal wall (ickness of UPVC pipes & fiings
Supply of 200mm outer dia UPVC pipes & | Nominal wall thickness of uPVC pipes & fittings faki Minimum 2.5mm
fittings Minimum 2.5 mm 3 | aadm i | 39 R Y00 3 S3a0 SN 19 | Price of tender document (Tk) Tk. 10,000.00 (tan thousand) (non-refundable.
189 | Price of lender document (Tk) Tk, 10,000.00 (ten thousand) (non refundable). oty wifdd g : . : 2 . -
: . - . . - g : .5, livery: 3] . Complation Time; 90 da
20 | Tender security amount: 5,00 lac Taka lt_)q;:f:allun of dehuery'i Fumplehur{rj tlmef: 90 da"’sr Har o iTﬂndﬂr S R :Fuiaatglnﬁafuie etE RS lrgmpui;or?al;mu?signfngﬁ
4 iiferant  store. of | from the date of signing o sa1 | o a9 | 98 cEpafE oo WA Y390 Rt | - s gantract
. T BMDA contragt, p e N S 21 | Name of official nviting tender Md. Shamsul Fluda
21 | Name of official inviting tender Md. Shamsul Huda, LR T ) S PR RS B T T P AT T
22 | Designation of official inviting tender Execulive Engineer. il @ YA esignation ar official Inviling tender XECUlive Bngineer
23 | Address of official inviting tender BMDA, Naogaon Region-1, Naogaan. Sa | | Aed@ ol | Gefye wasianiat Ssal St afafi 23 | Address of official inviting lendar BMDA, - Naogaon Hegion-2,
24 | Conlact details of official inviling tender 0741-62179, st Be(fufe W W A9 it 23 (U cpa Lo ) i Palnitala, Naogaon.
25 | (a) The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders. Bufys 4ic) | 24 | Contact defails of official inviting tender 0741-52030
() If the tenderer submits any false/incorrect or forged certificate, the tender security may be forfeited. . i = iR = 25 | (a) The procuring entity reserves the right to accept ar reject all tenders,
Nule_: In under any unavoidable circumstances tender documents selling, receiving and opening are not 35! :r',m i e M; L ERUCIRE LlEd S ) (b) If the tenderer submits any falsefincorrect or forged certificate, the tender security may be forfelted.
possible on the fited date as stated above then the next working day will be applicable for the same s : p 2R | - . e Note: In under any unavoidable circumstances tender documents selling, receiving and apening are fot possible on
respectively. All other terms and conditions will remain unchanged. S | fae foaetad | oo ot wefien dfamoed agqe wdly the fixed date as stated above then the next working day will be applicable for the same respectively, All olfier terms
Md Shamsul Huda WM (2GRl HaLelE afas Al dilos ol and conditions will be remain unchanged.
Executive Engineer MERINB] HCAAREE LT | Md Shamsul Huda
i . ; : Executive Engineer
Barind Mullipurpose Development Authority _ AT Barind Multipurpose Development Authorty
GD-126 Naogaon Reglon-1, Naogaon A -9, *to%i, bhdp GD-125 Naogaon Hegion-2. Patnitala, Naogaon.
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