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Sanctions on Iran
'a real possibility’'

Warns Bush, Senate condemns Tehran for nuke plan

AFP, Washington/ Davos

US President George W. Bush said
Friday that sanctions against Iran
were “certainly a real possibility" if
Tehran does not do enough to ease
fears that it is trying to develop
nuclearweapons.

"A free world cannot allow Iran
to have a nuelggr weapon; not just
the United States, but those of us
who value freedom, " Bush told CBS
television inaninterview.

"And that is why our strategy is
to present and hold together a
united front, to say to the [ranians:
Your designs to have a nuclear
weapon or your desire to have the
capability of making a nuclear
weaponisunacceptable.”

Asked whether sanctions would
work a t Iran, Bush replied: "I
have said that is certainly a real
possibility."

Asked whether he had reviewed
plans for possible military action,
Bush said: "I think it's best [ just
leave it that all options should be
on the table, and the last option is
the military option.

"We've got to work hard to
exhaust all diplomacy. And that's
what the country is seeing hap-
pen,” said the president.

Washington accuses Iran of using
its civilian nuclear programme to hid
a quest for atomic weapons. Tehran
deniesthe

Bush has endorsed diplomatic
efforts led by Britain, France and
Germany to resolve the impasse, as
well as thrown his weight behind a
Russian compromise to keep some
sensitive nuclear activities on its
awn soil,

Meanwhile, the US Senate voted
unanimously Friday to condemn
[ran's nuclear programme and (o
support referring Iran to the UN
Security Council for allegedly
violating nuclear nonproliferation
obligations.

The resolution, adopted without
debate, condemned "the many
failures of the government of [ran to
comply faithfully with its nuclear
nonproliferation obligations" and
its commitments to suspend ura-
nium enrichmentand reprocessing.

The Senate also urged the
International Atomic Energy

Agency, which meets February 2,
“to order that Iran's noncompli-
ance with its safeguards obliga-
tions be reported to the United
Nations Security Council.”

The senators further called on
UN Security Council members,
particularly Russia and China, to
quickly “consider any report of
Irans noncompliance in fulfilment
of the mandate of the Security
Council to respond to and deal with
situations bearing on the mainte-
nance of international peace and
security."

Russia and China have
expressed reservations about
having the Security Council take
action on Iran, appearing hesitant
to have the council become locked
into any path that could force
sanctions tobeapplied on Tehran.

The White House on Friday
accused Iran of playing "games”
with the international community
by not accepting a Russian com-
promise aimed at allaying US
concerns thatTehran seeks nuclear
weapons.
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SAUDI KING WRAPS UP TRIP

India, KSA to fight| '

terror together

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

King Abdullah on Friday wrapped
up the first visivby a Saudi Arabian
monarch to India in half a century
as the fwo countries agreed to
actively cooperate to fight terror-
ism and develop a strategic part-
nership inenergy sector.

In an unprecedented gesture,
the king himself signed along with
Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh the landmark “Delhi
Declaration® which noted that
terrorism is a scourge for the entire
mankind and the two countries
agreed to “closely and actively
cooperate to fight the menace.”

They also agreed to cooperate in
dealing with other transnational
crimes like money laundering, drugs
and arms smuggling in a "sustained
and comprehensive manner” and
this would include intelligence-
sharing, thedeclarationstated.

India and Saudi Arabia also
committed themselves to making
efforts for a Comprehensive
Convention on International
Terrorism, which will be placed
before the United Nations General
Assembly and jointly work for

setting up of an International
Counter Terrorism Centre.The joint
Declaration also committed Saucdi
Arabia, which supplies 14 percent of
India's crude oil need, to increase
shipments of oil to energy-hungry
Indian economy, the fastest growing
in Asia after China, through long-
term contracts,

“This is the first time I'm going
to sign an agreement with any
country,” King Abdullah told the
media just before signing the dec-
laration with the Indian prime
ministerat Hyderabad House here.

This was also the first time that
India and Saudi Arabia signed a
joint declaration. “I don't know
how many countries will be jealous
of you (India)," Indian prime min-
ister's media advisor Sanjay Baru
quoted King Abdullah assaying.

When pointed out that other
countries might seek such joint
declarations with Saudi Arabia, the
monarch reportedly said “other
countries are not India”.

Reflecting the close bond
between India and Saudi Arabia,
Manmohan Singh, in a special
gesture to the monarch, received
andsaw himoffattheairport.

Tigers accuse
Lankan military
of bad faith after
deal for talks

AFP,Colomba

Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger rebels yes-
terday accused government forces
of harassing civilians despite this
week's breakthrough in their
stalled peace process.

The rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) said govern-
ment troops had conducted a
cordon-and-search operation in
the northern Jaffna peninsula on
Friday, despite Wednesday's agree-
ment to hold face-to-face talks next
month.

The charge was made as the
ETTE's London-based chief negoti-
ator Anton Balasingham returned
hame Saturday aftey. five days on
~ consultations: with  Tiger. chicf
Velupillai Prabhakaran in rebel
held areas of theisland'snorth.

Prabhakaran and Balasingham
Jtold Norway's special peace envoy
" Erik Solheim Wednesday they were
ready to end the near three-year

. deadlock in the peace process by

agreeing to meet with government
officialsin Geneva next month.
The talks are aimed at cement-
ing a shaky ceasefire put in place in
2002.
The government had expressed

: "major relief* over this week's deal
 foraface-to-face meeting tostem a

wave of killings that has left at least
153 peopledead since December.

PHOTO: AFP
Sri Lankan Buddhist monks hold balloons as they take part in a demonstra-
tion in Colombo yesterday to show their support to peace talks betwean the
government and Tamil Tiger rebels. The two sides ara expected to end a
three-year deadlock in peace talks and enter face-to-face negotiations in
Geneva next month.

Nepal govt gathers
polls candidates
in 'safe houses’

REUTERS, Kathmandu

Nepal's royalist government has
gathered dozens of candidates for
next month's municipal polls -- the
country's first elections in years --
into "safe houses" to protect them
from Maoistrebels.

“This is a precautionary mea-
sure keeping in view the security
threats to candidates from the
Maoists," a government official
said from Sarlahi district, a rebel
strongholdin the east.

. In several areas repgarded as
highly dangerous, candidates for
the Feb. 8 polls for 58 municipal
councils, which the rebels have
vowed to fight, were taken to
heavily guarded public buildings
near army or police posts after
filing their nominations.

“We have provided separate
security guards to those who are
unwilling to stay in groups,”
anotherofficial said.

Therebels, fightingto topple the
world's only Hindu monarchy and
impose a communist state, have
threatened candidates and called a
week-long strike from Feb. 5 to
disrupt the polls the first of any

kind since national elections in
1999.

"Candidatesin security camps,”
read a front page headline in the
KathmanduPost daily.

In places, weeping relatives
pleaded with candidates not to go

. ahead with their nomination, local

newspapers said.

In Guleria in west Nepal,
Maoists kidnapped a politician
who had planned to contest the
elections. On Sunday, suspected
rebelskilled another politician who
had declared his intention to stand
in the southeasterrd: town'.of
Janakpur.

And at least 11 rebels and two
soldiers were killed overnight when
Maoists stormed an army base in
Bhojpur, 400 km east of
Kathmandu, thearmy said.

Nepal's main political parties
protesting against King
Gyanendra, who seized power last
year, are boycotting the polls,
saying they are aimed at legitimis-
inghis regime,

The European Union has
urged the government to consuit
the parties or risk further polaris-
ation.
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Supporters of the mainstream Palestinian Fatah movement bring down Hamas flags in Gaza City yesterday.
Tensions mountad yesterday betwean Fatah and Hamas following a night of protests and armed clashes in the wake
ofthe radical Islamist factlon's [andslide election victory.

Fatah-Hamas tension
mounts after clashes

AFP, Gaza City

Tensions mounted yesterday
between the mainstream Fatah
movement and Hamas following a
night of protests and armed clashes
in the wake of the radical [slamist
faction's landslide election victory.

The turmoil, which risks inten-
sifying with further demonstra-
tions planned for Saturday, came as
the United States threatened to
slash aid unless radical Hamas
renounces violence

Thousands of supporters of
Fatah, humiliated by a crushing
defeat that has ended their decade-
long dominance on power, demon-
strated for the party leadership,
including Palestinian Authority
president Mahmud Abbas, to
resign.

Bumnt debris still littered the
streets around the parliament
building in Gaza City on Saturday
after one such protest, the frag-
ments of torched tyres lying in the
road.

Another rally was scheduled in
Gaza City on Saturday to refuse any
participation in the new adminis-
tration, albeit as Hamas officials
have vowed to appeal for Farah
members to join them in a national
unity government.

Dozens of Fatah supporters
closed off streets in the central
Gaza Strip town of Deir al-Balah
Saturday morning, burning tyres
and calling for the resignation of
the party's central committee,
eyewitnessessaid.

The Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, a
splintered radical Fatah offshoot
that has been responsible for doz-
ens of deadly attacks, was to stage a
separate rally in the troubled
northern West Bank city of Nablus.

Around 200 masked gunmen
from the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades
marched through the West Bank
town of Bethlehem, the birthplace
of Jesus Christ, to protest against
the Fatah pactyleadership aver the
election defeat.

Palestinian security forces are

- of,party

heavily infiltrated by Fatah ele-
ments, provoking fears that spiral-
ling chaos in the territories can
only disintegrate amid deteriorat-
ing relations between Fatah and
Hamas militants.

Nine people, five of them secu-
rity officers, were wounded in
shootouts between Fatah and
Hamas gunmen in the volatile
southern Gaza Strip on Friday, the
dayafter the official election results
were published.

Hamas, which calls for the
destruction of Israel and has waged
scores of suicide attacks, is to be
tasked with forming a government,
throwing hopes of Middle East
peace into turmoil and triggering
widespread alarmin theWest.

In the West Bank, a senior
member of Fatah,Sakher Bssiso,
told AFP that the revolutionary
council had decided to implément
an earlier decision to sack dozens
members who fan ils
independents in Wednesdav's
election.

Indo-US
be ready

AFP, Washington

The United States indicated Friday
that a controversial civilian nuclear
agreement with India might not be
ready by the time US President
George W. Bush makes his first visit

nuke pact may not
during Bush trip

basic outline of the civil nuclear
cooperation initiative in
Washington in Julylastyear and the
two countries had hoped to seal an
agreement before the president's
visit.

“That remains our plan. And

Iran's nuclear programme to the
UN Security Cuuncﬁf

The Indian foreign ministry
summoned US ambassador David
Mulford and told him that the
comments were "inappmpria:e
and not conducive” to US-India
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