fﬂhe Baily Star

World powers haggle
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questions" can be resolved by [ran
"responding” to IAEA calls for a
suspension ofits nuclear fuel work.

Russia is resisting the pivotal
clause because it fears Tehran's
failure to meet the demand would
open the way to a Security Council
escalation and possible sanctions,
said asenior diplomat, who is close
to the talks but asked not to be
named.

According to the diplomat, the
draft text shows a line crossing out
the crucial clause. The diplomat
said this had been done by the
Russian representative to talks in
Vienna in order to clear the way for
anewwording, "

The IAEA me%ting was called
afterIran this month resumed work
on uranium enrichment, the pro-
cess that makes fuel for nuclear
reactors but can also become the
rawmaterial forbombs.

While Washington charges that
Iran is seeking atomic weapons,
Tehran insists its programme is
peaceful.

 The European trio, who are
spearheading European Union
talks with Iran, drew up the draft
text, a senior diplomat close to the
talks said.

Russia wants to change the key
clause so that the IAEA board of
governors just informs the Security
Council about developments in
fran but "decides not to take any
action,” thesenior diplomatsaid.

“The Russians object that if the
Council is empowered to take any
sort of action, that this will go
further, an automatism that will set
off a chain of reactions," said the
diplomat.

The diplomat said that "if [ran
does not do what the resolution
tells them, then this could lead o
sanctions, or even more,” a refer-
ence to military action, wunder the
UN Charter.

A second diplomat said the
Russians want the crackdown on
[ran to be a "two-step” process,

with the Security Council being
informed of the matter. But any
decision on calling for enforce-
ment action would come after a
pause for diplomacy until a regular
IAEA hoard meeting on March 6.

Bush on Thursday gave public
backing to the Russian compro-
mise but said the United States is
not easing efforts to refer [ran to the
Security Council.

China and IAEA chief Mohamed
ElBaradei have also backed the
move,

The US State Department has
expressed fears that Iran could be
secking to buy time through the
Russianproposal.

"The Russians came up with the
idea and I support it. And the rea-
son why I think it makes sense is
because I do believe people ought
to be allowed to have civilian
nuclear power,” Bush told a White
House press conference.

"However, | don't believe
nontransparent regimes that
threaten the security of the world
should be allowed to gain the tech-
nologies necessary to make a
weapon. And the [ranians have
said, "We want a weapon'. And it's
not in the world's interests that
theyhaveaweapon.”

Bush stressed that the United
States want to end the crisis
through diplomatic efforts, But itis
ilso lobbying aggressively for a UN
referral.

Diplomats said the United
States as well as the European trio
were pushing hard in Vienna to
rally support on the [AEA board.

One diplomat said US officials
were saying that "Iran is a direct
threat to US national security and
that the United States will not
tolerate an Iranian nuclear weap-
ons programme or enrichment
capability because of the nature of
theregime."

"The Americans made very
clear that they want action at this
board," a diplomatsaid.

Rocca: Next polls
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rather than disruptive means such as
hartal.*

About her mcetingfs with govemn-
ment officials and leaders of the
major political parties, she said all
would agree that Bat:ﬁladesh faces
some important challenges right
now and that overcoming those

*challengeswill require joint efforts by

allthe parties concermed.

"One of the most immediate
challenges right now if countering
terrorism. The IMB bomb attacks in
Bangladesh demanstrate that terror-
ism is @ global problem that con-
frontsusall,” shenoted.

Pledging US assistance to combat
terrorism, Rocca said, "We would like
to see the government arrest and
convictthose responsible, and weare
prepared to offer assistance as

uested.

Asked if it would be possible for
the govemment to curb militancy
eﬂ'eﬂiw%kmpini Jamaat as an ally,
she said there are lots of allegations,
bt Jamaat chief Nizami, whom she
met Jeslcrday morning, clearly
stated that they slron{g\}r oppose
mili andthiskind afviolence,

"We hope that they [Jamaat-e-
[slami] would continue to oppose
this violence and they would ‘uﬂ1 in
counteringterrorism,” sheadded.

On the possibility of establishing
a US-Bangladesh counter-terrorism
bureau, she said they are discussing
it to see how the US could provide
further assistance to enhance
Bangladesh's capability. This discus-
sion virtually started right after 9/11,
she said, adding presently the USA is
providing technical assistance and
trainingtoBangladesh.

"Bangladesh is a strong ally in the
war on terrorism.,.. We are working
since after 9/11 ... We are trying to
work out & framework,"” she told the
media.

Asked about the concerns
expressed Wednesday by a visiting
EU troika over a possible rise in
minority repression in the run-up to
the elections, she said, "[ cannot
predict what will happen in future.
Butitis extremely important that the
ml[é;lnus minorities are protected
and we hope no violence will be
unleashedagainsttheminorities."

Asked about the letter of
President George W Bush to Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia, Rocca said in it
the president appreciated the anti-
militancy drive of the Bangladesh
government. President Bush, she
said, also expressed the hope that
strong efforts would be made to
bring it to its logical conclusion and
perpetmtors of the violence would be
prosecuted and punished.

The president also hoped for a
free and fair election in Bangladesh,
Roccaadded.

Asked why President Bush is not
coming to Bangladesh during his
upcomingvisit to India and Pakistan,
the S high official said there is no
specific reason. "He is now on a very
tight schedule and has very little
time."

OnwhethertheUSiscontemplat-
ing sanctions if Bangladesh fails to
implement the anti-money launder-
ing act as reported by The Daily Star,
Roccasaid, "We hope that the money
laundering act will be complete, but
the word (sanction] never crossed
my lips. I don’t know how they got
thatword.”

She also denied the report of $100
million US aid to Bangladesh to
upgrade its capacity to deal with
terrorism.

On a question about the assassi-
nation of Shah ASM Kibria, Rocca
said she visited the wife of the late
Kibria in the moming and offered
deep condolence on behalf of her
government. "Thope that the perpe-

-

trators of the heinous act would be
brought to justice in a transparent
way," sheadded.

In her opening remarks at the
conference, the US assistant secre-
tary said, “Bangladesh can be proud
of its tradition of democracy, but
maintaining that tradition requires
constant diligence.” She said sup-
porting democracy is one of
America’s top priorities around the
watld. So, the US wants to do what it
can to help Bangladesh maintain and
strengthenitsdemocra

She said Bangladesh faces the
challenge of achieving an economic
growth that will be shared by all
sectors of the society. Americans
would like to see Bangladesh grow
economically and believe that trade
is the most effective motor of eco-
nomicdevelopment.

"Bangladesh is very close to
achieving levels of growth that would
lead to real poverty reduction,” she
observed, adding many experts
believe thatcorruption is ahuge drag
on the economy that prevents
Bangladesh from achieving that level
ofgrowth.

About her visit, Rocea said this is
praobably her last visit here in the
capacity of assistant secretaryand, "1
think that the fact that I am takin
this opportunity to visit Banglades
I8 an indication of how important
Bangladesh is to the US govern-
ment.”

Family demands
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ernment will look into the matter,"
sheadded.

Calling upon the general peaple
to abide with their family until the
real killers of Kibria are brought to
justice, Asma Kibrin said, "The
culture of killing will not end in the
country unless the people are
active against those who give direc-
tions for killing frombehind."

Kibria's son Reza Kibria and
Reza's wife Rina Kibria were also
presentduring Rocca's visit,

The visiting US official, how-
ever, did not make any comment
about the meeting to the journal-

ists.
L}

Indians
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in the main rivers and their tribu-
taries,

The Indian citizens should look
into the matters of their neigh-
bours and play their role accord-
ingly, Bhuiyan added.

Ainun Nishat said Bangladesh
shares 54 rivers with India and the
cantrol of the water flow remains at
the hand of the upstream [ndia. "It
is necessary to reach long-term
agreements with India to get
enough water flow from all the
rivers, including the Ganges," he
added.

Nishat said the impact of cli-
mate change could not be weighed
overnight since it comes slowly.
The impact has, however, become
quite tangible in Bangladesh and it
has been affecting agriculture and
rural productivity.

Dr Rahman said the lavish
lifestyle of the people of developed
world has fuelled emission of
carbon dioxide, chlorofluoro-
carbon (CEC) and other gases, and
the world temperature increased
by nearly one degree Celsius in last
15 years.

“This is a serious threat to the
developing world and island
states,” he said, adding that voices
should be raised against the pollut-
ers of world environment.

Six Bangladeshi
smugglers
arrested in
West Tripura

ANI, Agartala (Tripura)

The Border Security Force (BSF) has
arrested six Bangladeshi nationals,
including a forest staffer, as they were
allegedly trying to smuggle out tree
logs from Indian territory into
Bangladesh through the border
village of Bachaibari in West Tripura
District.

The six arrested have been identi-
fied as Bangladeshli citizens belong-
ing to the Damumara area under the
Chunatughat Police Station in
Bangladesh's Habiganj District.

"We've caught six Bangladeshi
miscreants of which one is a
Bangladeshi forest official. We've also
got a Nokia mobile phone, we're
looking at the numbers. Maybe he has
contacts and is also involved in mili-
tant activities,” said S.K.Soodh,
Additional Deputy Inspector General
of the Border Security Force,

Soodh informed that the smug-
glers were caught red-handed by the
37th battalion of the BSF as they were
trying to ferry the logs of wood from
Bachaibari.

The arrested persons, however,
claimed that they had entered Indian
territory by mistake while collecting
firewood from the jungle.

“T am from Bangladesh and by
mistake entered the Indian territory
from where [ was arrested. [ pos-
sessed amobile phone and a measur-
ing tape and we are total of six,” said
Shafik Mian, the arrested
Bangladeshiforest official.

Local villagers informed that
timber smuggling was one of the
many problems confronting them,
They claimed that armed
Bangladeshi cattle lifters also visited
the area toliftlivestock.

The arrested persons are presently
beinginterrogated.

Rocca discusses
JMB, other issues

with Jamaat
UNB, Dhaka

US Assistant Secretary of State for
South Asia Christina Rocca met
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer and
Industries Minister Matiur Rahman
Nizami at Jamaat central office
yesterday and discussed issues of
Jama'atul Mujahideen Bangladesh
(IMB) and nextgeneral elections.

“We've told her that the nation
unitedly: faced the JNB: militants!
Theyare notcompletely eliminated,
but weakened,” Jamaat leader
Barrister Abdur Razzak told the
news agency overtelephone.

He said the religious leaders
condemned the militancy and
bomb terrarism by the JMB.

Rocca wanted to know about
JMB chief Shaikh Abdur Rahman
and JMJB chief Bangla Bhai and
“We've said they must be caught,
there is no reason that they will nat
bearrested,” the Jamaatleadersaid.

On election issue, he said Jamaat
believes that next general elections
will be held free and fair under the
caretaker government like the three
previous elections.

About the opposition demand
for reforms of the caretaker govern-
ment system, Barrister Razzak said:
“We've told her (Rocca) that itis not
possibleto find outa person accept-
able to all as chief advisor as being
pressed by Awami League, and such
provision of acceptable person can
not be included in the constitution.
Itwould be an absurd propasition.”

Jamaat, however, agreed to
strengthen the Election
Commission by enacting laws, he
added.

The meeting, which lasted for 45
minutes, was attended, among
others, by Jamaat leader
Mohammad Qamaruzzaman and
US Charge d'Affaires Judith
Chammas.

Too tender
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Theill-fated boys were atthe madrasa
atthe time ofthe accident.

They said they know that their
mother has died but did not seem to
have realised whatthat means.

Apart from the maother, the two
boys also lost their only three-yearold
sister Ria and two maternal uncles
Mohammad Selim, 35, and
Mohammad Kalim, 22, The two
uncles used to look after the whole

Y.

They boys are now in the custody
of their dmother with an uncer~
tainlife ahead.

Tengratila
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Asked if Niko plans to address the
water crisis, its Country Manager
Brian Adolph said, "We can fry
installing a deep tubewell and
storing water in a tank for use by
peopleofthisarea."

On the continued spewing of
gas, he said this will vanish in a few
days, and Niko's safety team is
monitoring the situation. "We are
now very conscious because if
anything happens, you (journal-
ists) will rush here."

Deputy Commissioner of
Sunamganj Jafar Siddique however
said many of the displaced families
are reluctant to return to their
houses as each family now gets Tk
10,000 a month in compensation
from Niko and that will stop when
they resettle. But some families
have Emhiems like scarcity of
water, headded.

PHOTO: STAR

Remnants of the shanty at Pallabi Bihari Palli where fire killed four people of a family yesterday.

JMB violence
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ties,” itadded.

The consular sheet noted that
nationwide strikes or "hartals" are
widely employed as a means of
political expression in Bangladesh.
The palitical opposition over the
past several years has called a
number of these hartals, resulting
in the virtual shutdown of trans-
portation and commerce, and
sometimes attacks on individuals
who do not observe the hartals.
Clashes between rival political
groups during hartals have
resulted indeaths and injuries,

“American citizens are therefore
urged to avoid all political protests,
demonstrations and marches.
During hartals, American citizens
should exercise caution in all areas
and remain inside their hotels,
residences, schools, or workplaces
whenever possible,” it said.

Due to kidnappings and other
security incidents, including those
involving foreign nationals, US
citizens are advised against travel-
ling to the Khagrachhari,
Rangamati and Bandarban hill
districts.

Additionally, the US embassy
continues to receive reports of
incidents of kidnappings, arms and
narcotics smuggling and clashes
between local Bangladeshis and
Rohingya refugees in areas near
Rohin, refugee camps in the
Teknaf, Kutupalong, ia and
Ramu areas of Cox's Bazar distriet.

The US embassy also recom-

mends against travel to these areas,
Individuals who choose to visit
these districts are urged to exercise
extreme caution.

On August 17 last year, the
communigqué said IMB claimed
responsibility for over 500 coordi-
nated small omrb blags]tsdin r';rttrlt:u'
ally every part of Bangladesh that
kilred two persons and injured
several dozen. Subsequent JMB
bombings and suicide attacks have
killed approximately 30
Bangladeshis, including judges,
¢ urt workers, police officers and
bystanders, and wounded nearly
200 Bangladeshis.

“IMB statements call for the
imposition of strict Islamic law in
Bangladesh, justify the indiscrimi-
nate use of suicide attacks, and
condemnWestern social and Eollt-
ical concepts as un-Islamic,” the
communiquésaid.

About political demonstration,
it said political confrontations
manifested in demonstrations,
rallies, and marches are unpredict-
able and have the potential for
violence. In general, demonstra-
tions occur on Friday afternoons
but may take place atany time and
a.nyglrace.

"Pratesters have used phzlsh:ul
force, rocks, guns, and explosive
devices during confrontations. In
the past, police have used rubber
bullets, tear gas, live ammunition,
water cannons, and other riot
equipment when' confronting
protesters,” itsaid.

Fuel prices up
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depotsisfourcrorelitres.

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman's proposal to increase fuel

rices coupled with the 5homge of
uel at the filling stations have
gaushed the price of petrol up to Tk
at some places in Sirajganj, a Tk
38riseperlitre.

Our Bogra correspondent
reports that an official of
Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation
(BPC) said they were compelled to
shut the floating depot at Chilmari
inKurigram. Fuel reserve in another
floating depot at the Balasi river port
in Gaibandha is expected to run out
today, official sourcessaid.

e BPC official said if the fuel-
carrying vessels fail to reach the fuel
depaots today, many shallow pumps
for irrigation will gg out of opera-
tion. But it has become lnl;llﬁ
uncertain when those vessels wi
reach thedepotsas the waterlevelin
Pechakhola channel has fallen
making it impossible for those
vesselsto move .

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority (BIWTA) has
started dredging the channel. It will
take a few days to finish the dredg-
in

8
Already fuel prices have
increased h&at least Tk5to Tk 7 a
litre at all the filling stations. The
administration has deployed police
at the Baghabari fuel depot to con-
trol agitated people.

BPC officials said the fuel crisis
mounted because the government
had not taken proper steps to face
the extra fuel requirement for irriga-
tioninthe winter season.

Amid the acute fuel crisis some
dealers ofsthe district alleged that
the district administration had
asked themto suspend retail sales of
fuel, as they need 10,000 litres of fuel
on January 31 on the occasion of
Prime Minister KhaledaZia's tour to
Slralgganj.

eputy Commissioner (DC) of
Sirajganj Aminul Bari Chowdhury
however said they had directed the
dealers to keep 10,000 litres of fuel
for government vehicles to be used
on January 31 but the administra-
tion had not told them to stop sell-
ingfuel toothers,

Our Rajshahi correspondent
reports that fuel sales at the filling
stations remained suspended there.

Filling station owners stopped
sales creatingan artificial crisis from
Thursday following a rumour of a
fuel price hike. Fuel retailers were
seen selling fuel oil atalmost double
theprice.

ople in long queues were seen
cullectingmﬁztml and octane at
Kumparafillingstation under police
supervision, but ather filling sta-
tionsdid notoperate.

The DC of Rajshahi said he
ordered the police yesterday morn-
ing to the g stations for
smoothsellingoffuel.

Hasina: Militancy

FROM PAGE 1

political secretary Saber Hossain
Chowdhury quoted her as telling
Rocca.

Rocca declined to say anything
after the 90-minute meeting at
Hasina's Sudha Sadan residence at
Dhanmondiin the city.

Tackling terrorism and militancy
figured prominently at the meeting,
sources said.

The meeting also discussed the
AL-led opposition alliance's reser-
vations about participation in the
next general electionsifits demands
for reforms in the caretaker govern-
ment system and Election
Commission (EC) arenotmet.

The AL chief explained to Rocca
that the demands are in conformity
with the country's constitution and
aimed to ensure free and fair elec-
tions.

Accarding to the sources, Rocca
told the AL leaders at the meeting
that the opposition could join par-
liament sessions and play their due
role, Inresponse, the AL leaders said
they would take a decision in this
regard at the upcoming meeting of
the party's parliamentary wing.

We narrated our Easiﬂon on the
reform proposals,” Saber told
reporters. "We are in a movement
for a level playing field," he said
aboutthe nextelection.

Asked if they have discussed the

outcome of talks between Rocca
and the government, Saber said the
government had earlier said the
problem of militancy would be
regolved within two months, which
proved its full control over militants.

"May be they will arrest Bangla
Bhai before the next election and
claim credit for this," Saber said.
"So,wethink thereisalackofsincer-
ity asn the government side.”

He mentioned that earlier the
government had arrested Bangla
Bhai and released him while
Industries Minister and Jamaat-e-
Islami Ameer Matiur Rahman
Nizami had said Bangla Bhai was a
creationof themedia.

At the meeting, Hasina also
pointed out at the 'zero outcome' of
the probe into the killing of former
finance minister and her party
leader Shah AMS Kibria, recoveries
of huge arms and ammunition and
Eenadeatlnr.kx during the tenure of

isgovernment.

Rocca was accompanied by US
Charge d' Affaires in Dhaka Judith A
Chammas and senior US Embassy
officials.

AL General Secretary Abdul Jalil,
Presidium member Kazi Jafar Ullah,
International Affairs Secretary Syed
Abul Hossain and former ambassa-
dor Ziauddin were present at the
meeting.

Fire at Pallabi
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Mohamad Sultan, a local, told The
Daily Star.

"After removing a tin sheet, 1
found the charred bodies," Sultan
said.

The body of the baby girl was
found under her mother's chest.
Perhaps, she tried to save her baby
at thelastmoment, butfailed.

The fire fighters recovered the
bodies and sent them to Dhaka
Medical College and Hospital for
autopsy.

Seven people had been killed in
three incidents of fire at the same
refugee camp since 1986.

Brutality
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was handed over to the police as a
cyclelifter.

The incidents aroused strong
resentment within the local party
unit. Some BNP leaders and work-
ers on condition of anonymity
criticised Amzad for such behav-
jour. The lawmaker could not be
cantacted for comments.

Ijtema begins
FROM PAGE 1
Zuba&er Hossain of Bangladesh
preached special sermons.
Hundreds of people made tem-
porary shelters outside the main
canopy built for the devotees.
Scholars on Islam from home and
ég:ah: bayans [sermons) all
t

y-
NEWS from Tongi reports:
ns, including an uniden-

woman, died of cardiac arrest

on theljtemaground yesterday.
One was identified as Nazir

Hossain, 50, of Motijheel in the city,

He suffered a heart attack yesterday

morming. An unidentified woman

diedin emnincﬁ;

Earlier an Wednesday, a devotee

Two

from abroad died ofaheartattack. .

The law enforcers yeste held
13 Myanmar nutim?:f; frt.m'l:ﬂmy the
Igtema ground for entering the

angladesh territory without legal
papers, butreleased them later.

Besides, 11 people were arrested
for theft and mugging at the Ijtema
ground and handed over to Tongi
police.

On the first day of Ijtema, ser-
mons highlighting the teachings of
Islamwent on for all day with breaks
for prayers. Apart from listening to
the bayans, the devotees offered

rayers to Allah, standing amid a
ugejamaat [gathering|.

It's something otherworldly to
say prayers [namaj] alongside so
many devotees,” said Naimuddin,
who travels all the way from
Noakhali to attend the Ijtema
almost everyyear.

Hundreds of people wandered
back and forth with luggage to find
some room under the canopy. "My
fellow travellers have gone in differ-
ent directions to search for shelter,”
said Akkas Avlggeslerdny afternoon.
He just arrived there with some 50
others from Rajshahi.

People, however, did not com-
plain much about the management
or the basic amenities arranged for
them at the venue. "The water,
sanitation and security seem far
better than those aver the past few
years," said Adil Ahmed, abusiness-
man from Khulna.

Mobile courts with about 20
mn?tmtes patrolled round the
clock the areas adjacent to the
canopies. They also raided the
makeshift restaurants and shops
installed for the congregation.
Magistrate Gopal Chandra Shil

sterday told The DailgSmr thathe
oundthesituation'satisfactory.’

"Visiting the adjacent areas, [
found that the food is of good
enough 3u:1£ity." he said. Some of
the vendors were selling rotten
fruits but the courts took instant
action, compelling them to get rid of
those, he sa?d, adding that he him-
self had seized some sub-standard
wei gscales.

ver 200 devotees received
treatment at Tongi 50-bed Hospital
and hundreds of people took treat-
ment and medicines free of cost at
the medical campssetup for [jtema.

"Most of the patients are suffer-
in? from diarrhoea, food poisoning,
cold and some other or prob-
lems," said a doctor providing free
treatment. "[fanyone comestousin
a critical condition, we refer them to
hospitals," headded.

e ljtema organisers, like the
previous years, have arranged
solemnising marriages without
dowry, scheduled to take place
tomorrow.

Vehicular movements on the
roadls approaching the ljtema ground
have been restri from 6:00am to
6:00pm. The authorities have
requested the Ijtema goers to walkto
theground fromtheairportarea.
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Hamas under pressure
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Olmertsaidinastatement.

Fatah, turmned out of office by
Palestinians angry over its corrupt
and inefficient government,
offered no he[cla to Hamas, cata-
pulted into leadership after its first
forayinto parliamentary politics.

Despite the ballot-box endorse-
ment of Hamas's militant tactics,
Abbas said he remained commit-
ted to reaching peace with Israel
through negotiations.

"Iam determined to implement
the programme on which [ was
elected,” Abbas said in a televised
address. "It is a programme which
isbased on negotiations as ameans
to reach a peaceful resolution to
the conflict with [srael.”

Abbas confirmed that he would
ask Hamas to form a new govern-
ment. "Of course, [ am going to ask
the majority party to form the
government,” he told reporters.

Ismail Haniya, Hamas's to
candidate in the election, whic
saw the movement win 76 of the
132 seats in parliament, said he
woulld meet Abbas in the next few
days to discuss forming a "political
partnership”.

While Hamas will now almost
certainly head up the government,
its areas of responsibility would be
limited to domestic issues such as
health, education and unemploy-
ment.

Peace negotiations, already
frozen for many months, and
foreign policy will essentially
remain within theremitofAbbas.

Deputies said the new govern-
ment would likely allow Abbas to
take the lead on peace negotia-
tions.

"1 do not think that there will be
any interference between the
president's prerogatives and those
of the next prime minister as the
basic law clearly defines the role
between the two," said the outgo-
ing deputy speaker of the parlia-
ment, Hassan Khreisheh.

Outgoing independent MP
AzmiShuebiadded that the "prime
minister is responsible for domes-
tic policy while foreign palicy is in
thepresident's hands."

The leadership of Hamas,
whose charter calls for the destrue-
tion of the Jewish state, issued
contrasting statements during the
campaign about how they wauld
try to bring peace to the region.

However they all maintained
the "right" to pursue armed con-
flict at the same time as embracing

arliamentary democracy for the
ttime,

Despite being behind the
majority of attacks during a five-
me:: Palestinian uprising, Hamas

carried out no-bombings for
morethana year. '

Yet international players in the
stalled peace process-made clear
that Hamas would need to do more
than hold fire if it wanted legiti-

T{m diplomatic "quartet”
behind & peace plan known as the
roadmap urged Hamas to not only
Tenounce violence but also accept

| Israel'srightto exist.

' Thequartetissued its statement
after a conference call of US
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice, UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan, Russian Foreign Minister

Sergei Lavrov, EU foreign policy
chief Javier So!nna-mdsn external
relations commissioner Benita
Ferrero-Waldner.

"A two-state solution to the
conflict requires all pasticipants in
the democratic process to
renounce violence and terror,
accept Israel's right to exist, and
disarm, as outlined in the
roadmap,” which targets the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state along-
side asecure [srael.

The result confronted Israel's
Acting Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert with his first major crisis
since assu ming the reins of power
from coma-stricken Ariel n
on January4,

After Olmert discussed the
result with senior political and
defence officials, the government
stated it would "not negotiate with
a Palestinian administration if its
members include an armed teror-
ist organisation that calls for the
destruction of the state ofIsrael.”

Olmert himself faces an election
on March 28, aware his Kadima
party’s lead in the polls could be
whittled away if the situation on
the ground unravels.

Right-wing opposition leader
Benjamin Netanyahu said the
victory for Hamas was a result of
Israel's unilateral pullout over the
summer from the Gaza Strip
"which communicated weakness
and thatHamas' terrorworks."

While violence on election day
was minimal, armed clashes
hetween Hamas and Fatah sup-
porters in Gaza highlighted the
lingering tensions. Three people
were taken to hospital after the
clashes in the southern town of
KhanYunis.

"Even in Fatah's worst night-
mares and Hamas's best dreams,
the earthquake that took place
could not have been predicted,”
the Palestinian newspaper Al-

Ayyam said.

Tribute to Kibria
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Hasina joined the milad. BNP
leaders Khondokar Delwar Hossin
and Enam Ahmed Chowdhury, AL
leaders Johra Tajuddin, Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury, Abdur Razzaqg
MP Tofail Ahmed, ASHK Sadeque
MP, Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
Obaidul Kader, Mostofa Jalal
Mohiuddin, Mefazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya, Sohel Taj MP
and Prof Nazma Rahman, Workers
Party leader Rashed Khan Menon,
ISD leaders Syed Jafar Sajjad and
Moinuddin Khan Badal, former
vice-chancellor of Dhiaka
Uniyversity (DU) AK Azad
Chowdhury, DU teacher AAMS
Arefin Siddique, Supreme Court
Bar Association President
Mahbubey Alam were, among
others, present.

AL will hold a discussion at
Diploma Engineers Institute today
with party chief Sheikh Hasina in
the chair.

Meanwhile, the trial of the
Kibria murder case is yet to begin
although the government
announced lastyear that the trial of
the case, filed after the killing, will
be held at Sylhet Speedy Trial
Tribunal.

Specialists scant
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village under Loha in Narail
district, was admitted to the DMCH
in October 2004. Several months
ago, her husband and in-laws
doused herwith kerosene and then
setfire to her, burning herseverely.

Her neighbours took her to
Narail Health Complex. After being
shifted from hospital to hospital for
several months, she was finally
sent to the DMCH, where the doc-
tors had to amputate all the fingers
ofherleft hand and two of theright,
as theywerebeyond cure.

During a visit to the DMCH last
week, The Daily Star saw how
Sufia'sskinhadshrunkand herle
and hands become stiff as a result
of not getting proper treatment in
time.

Another patient, a four-year-old
orphan named Anamika hai[inE
from Kishureﬁnnj. whose cheg
and hands had been burnt at the
age of only three months, was
found struggling with her twisted
fingers. Reconstruction of the girl's
Ein?ers will require plastic suxgﬁry,
which is very costly. But if she had
received proper medical care
immediately, her fingers would be
fine, burn specialists said.

People who do not get proper
treatment within the first few days
of getting burnt may lose normal
functioning of their injured hands,
legs or necks. Skin grafting is
needed if the wound remains raw
for two weeks. Often the limbs
would become rigid if proper
treatment is delayed, said
Professor AZM Salek, head of the
DMCH burn unit.

"Most ‘of our local medical
centres don't have proper provi-
sions for skin grafting. Even our
burn unit can't do it properly for
lackof manpower. Moreover, lots of
people with burn injuries come to
the DMCH after six or seven
months of the incidents. By that
time the damages have gone
heynﬁd any scope of cure,” he

ed.

The situation can be changed if
the DMCH burn unit is turned into
a burn treatment and plastic sur-
fe ry institute, said Dr Samanta Sen.

t would be a prudent thing to do,
since the unit already has two six-
storey buildings that could be used
bytheinstitute, he said.

"As the institute would generate
manpower it would be able'to work
round the clock. The burn unit is
now providing full service to the

patients only until noon,” he said,
adding setting up burn units in
every medical college and hospital
across the countryisanimperative.

Thereisasevereseatcrisisinthe
DMCH burn unit, which has only
50 beds now and expects to get 50
more beds soon, the authorities
said.

On top of that, other hospitals
send their patients with burn
injuries to this unit, aggravatingthe
crisis, snid Samantalal,

"Patients with bum injuries are
admitted to the casualty ward first
instead of the burn unit, since there
is a scarcity of seats. This has
resulted in an onrush of burn
patients at the casualty ward,
creating sufferings for other
patients, as they are not getting
seats here," said a nurse at the
DMCH casualty ward.

Dr Sen said patients with burn
injuries take much time to heal and
they also need much care and
attention. "So a patient has to
occupy a seat for a long time. But
the scarcity of seat sometimes
forces us to release them before
they are cured, which we should
nothave done,"

"But we always visit the burn
victims In the casualty ward and try
our best to treat them," he said
adding that actually they have
nothing to do vih the onrush of
patients asthe seaws and the budget
are already limited.

"Though the burn unit will have
100 beds by june, wethink it should
have 500 at least. It will require 50
medical officers and at least 100
Class-Four employees in the unit,
which is now operating with only
12 doctors treating 70-80 patients a
day," said SamantaSen.

"We are in more pressure dusing
the winter, when the number of
accidents increases, since people
warm themselves by sitting beside
fires and use hot water for different
purposes,” he wenton.

The number of burn injuries
from electric shocks is also very
high, which take place mostly in
slum areas, headded.

Sen also recommended a coun-
trywide awareness-raising
programme to reduce the numbeér
of burn injuries.



