) Musings)

HE use of "Letters” for the
exchange of messages was intro-
duced perhaps from the day the
Egyptiansinvented the hieroglyphicsand
the Babylonians invented the cuneiform
alphabets. The material used for writing
letters upon was the papyrus and stone
tabletrespectively by the said two ancient
peoples. Another great civilisation of the
East, which can truly boast of the use of
paper asthe medium ofwriting is China.
Secret lovers, [ think were first users of
letters. Their hearts, desiccated by the
separating distance between them,
reached outto oneanother through 'love-
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able as short-lived. In the allotted three
minutes’ talk time often interrupted by
static and fading, one could hardly hear
the other end or make him heard by that
end. So, whatever wasto be said bya caller
often remained unsaid. With the coming
of satellite age and digital technology this
circuit unreliability has been eliminated
almost entirely. One can pow talk with
anyone in any corner of the globe free
from any kind of cireuit hiccups. But can
this ultimate improvement in telecom-
munication do away with our letters? |
think not. Letters are physical materials
lending our statements the permanency
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for all kinds of communications, per-
sonal, official, commercial etc. The entire
world came under the letter exchange network provided

both by national and international (TPU) postal system. But

meanwhile, the emergence of telephony and radio commu-
nication in early nineteenth century began to have a curb-
ing influence upon surface communication. Beginning
with the good old telegram of our grandfather's time the
pace of electric (both wired and wireless) communication
and later on the electronic or the so-called 'e-
communication' (like the telephone, fax, radiogram, tele-
printer, and all sorts of e-mail etc) galloped at a dizzyingly
fast rate, precipitating marginalisation of letters. Today,
communication through letters is threatened to extinction.
Instantly available global telephone connection (through
the ISD) and the ubiquitous mobile phone in the hands of
all and sundry have rendered the writing of letters redun-
dant.

But can we really abandon our letters? Consider how
difficult it was just two decades ago before the advent of
communications satellites to get an intercontinental tele-
phone connection using short wave radio. It was as unreli-
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are treasures for all time. In contrast, talks
on mobile phone evaporate with the
utterance of goodbye. Besides, one cannotexpress all things
nicely and systematically in telephonic conversation.
Letters are the most appropriate medium of pouring out
one's feelings. Letters can be works of art as well. There are
famous letters by famous people in the world. Pundit
Nehru's letters to his daughter and Samuel Johnson's letter
to Disreliare famous. Letters provide means to make friend-
ship between the people of different nations. In our school
days the hobby of'pen-friendship' was very popularamong
studentswhichisnow lamentablylost.

In these days of "e-communication”, I do not see any
possibility of our good old letter dying out from this world
for the simple reason that for permanency of record of any
statement, agreement and transaction in our life it must be
in the form of a written letter or document. And this may be
done, in addition to manual writing, by any of the present
day electronic means (Computers, Fax etc). But it yet
remains essentially a "letter”. There is no alternative to let-
ters. The romance and the need of letters will therefore be
alwaysthere! .




