JEA Cup
Tangail in
semifinals
BDNEWS, Dhaka

“Tungail moved into the semifinal of
lhe'!m Cup Under-16 Foatball
~Tournament after defeating
L Ndrayangan| 2-0 in the last march
' & final round in Group-Bat the
bandhu  National Stadium
rsday.
anguil earned six points from
s6 matches. They will face
i mup-A runners-up Rangamati in
“thesecont semifinal on Sunday.
& Man of the match Syed
sMohammad Rafique of Tangail
stiedd both the goals in the 10th
ind 7Hth mintes.
& Satkhira also moved to the last
Jour from the same group despite
m!eding a 2+4 defeat agoinst
gram, who were buoyed by a
fick frotn Hasanur.
Satkhira and Narayanganj
searped four points each but
: mmmdahlzad by virtue of a
orgoal difference.
face Group-A champi-
taka in the first semifinal on

-.L‘he Election Commission on
Thussday postponed the next polls
of Bangladesh Table Tennis

-Federation (BTTF) for an indefinite
period.

The chief election comimis-
sioner of the National Sports
Council Abul Kalam Azacd post-
pones the elections as the disputes
‘on the vater list were not resolved
Jwithinthe time frame.
el

‘Mashrafee's busy
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same venue against Rajin Saleh's
side.

SCORES IN BRIEF
'BANGLADESH Az 267-6 in 50 overs
(Rajin 45, Nafees 7, Rahman 69,
“Fushur?ﬂ Riyad 12, Farhad 15 n.0,
‘Kapali 5, Mashrafee 15 n.o,, exiras
29, Asad 1-40, Raza 1-68, Agsat 1-
‘86, Saqib2-28).
UAE: 153 all out in 42.1 avers
{tlsman I, Arshad 4, Bonqos (0, Sagib
32, Noeem 11, Usman 37, Wasim 3,
sSarwar 10, Ali 9, Asad 19, Raza 6,
wxtras 21, Mashrafee 2-21, Mahbubul
#‘f‘ﬂ Farhask; 422 Razzak < k-1 1,
Kapali2-33, Nadif1-12).

‘Sharapova

REUTERS, Cairo

Y,

&inmn

Cameroon striker
Samuel Eto'o, who
will be watching the
Waorld Cup on televi-
sion in June, struck
his fourth Alrican
et .".,“.M Nations Cup goal in
Euﬂq 2.06| TWO games on

Wednesday to elimi-
nate Germany-boundTogo.

Eto'a followed up Saturday's
hat-trick against Democratic
Republic of Congo by scoring the
first goal and setting up the other as
the Indomitable Lions beat Togo 2-
0toqualify for the quarterfinals,

Togo, who have yer to score a
point or a goal, cannot now qualify
with one maitch still to play.

Angola, also World Cup qualifi-
ers, were heid 0-0 by the Congolese
despite having a one-man advan-
tage for 71 minutes after Tresor
Mpuruwassentoff,

The results in Wednesday's
Group B matches have addedtothe
intrigue over how Cameroon failed
o make thelWorld Cup while‘Togo
and Angola qualified for their first
finals,

Although the [atter pair produced
improved performances in a double
billat the Military Academy stadium,
where tracksuited conscripts were
brought in to boost an otherwise
meagre crowd on a chilly afternoon,
they lacked firepower in attack.

Cameroon have & maximum six
points from two games, lollowed by
Congo on four and Angala on one.
Congo need only a draw against
Cameroon on Sunday while Angola
must win and hope Cameroon
continue their winning run.

Eto'o had already struck the
post and been deprived by a world
class save from keeper Kolfl Agassi
before he scored another superb
goal inthe 68thminute.

After a series of rebounds in the
Togo area, the ball ran loose (o
Eio'o and the Barcelona striker
rifled home a first-time shot from
the edge of the area.

With five minutes left. Eto'o cut
in from the right and fed substitute
Albert Meyong Ze, who cleverly
flicked the ball home,

Togo striker Emmanuel
Adebayoar, ‘ovhos chreatened 1@ ol
home after a public spacwith Keshi
eatlier this week, started the game

PHOTO: AFP
Painted in national colours, Togolese supporters enjoy their team's African Nations Cup match against Cameraon at
the Cairo Stadium on Wednesday.

Eto'o oversees Togo exit

despite being labelled a cry baby by
hisboss.

Adebayor came close to putting
Togo ahead in the 53rd minute

‘when he latched on to a defence-

splitting pass by Moustapha
Salifou.

The lanky forward took the ball
past Hamidou Souleymane, who
managed to flick the ball away with
his legs as Adebayor was about to
score,

Adebayor's performance
earned praise from Keshi.

"He played really well butIdon't
want to concentrate ill!il on oneg
player's performince,” he said.

Congo were an the back foot
after Mputu was dismissed for
kicking out ar Angolan defender
Kaliafter 19 minutes.

But even with their man advan-
tage, Angola could not convert
dominant possession Into goals
with captain Akwa particularly
guilty of squandering a myriad of
halfchances.

They were also vulnerable on
the break with Cango striker
Lomana Lualua Blasting wildly
wide after breaking free in a coun-
ter-afaek,

Mexico beats
Norway in
friendly

REUTERS, San Fransisco

Luis Perez struck late on to give
Mexico a 2-1 win over Norway inan
international friendly on
Wednesday.

The match served as a 2006
World Cup finals warmup for
Mexico, who will face Portugal, Iran
and Angola in Group D in Germany
thissummer.

Norway were full of running
early on and ook a deserved lead
after 10 minutes through Ole Martin
ArsL

Mexico responded with a bril-
liantly taken goal from Fransisco
Fonseca in the 37th minute, neatly
controlling and turning the ball past
Espen Johnsenin the Norway goal,

The second half was a lively
affair, with both sides having
chances to score before Perez fired
home in the 87th minute (o give
Mexico the win.

Arsenal out to
keep Henry

AFP, London

Arsenal have made a lucrative offer
to star striker Thierry Henry in their
bid to hold on to the Frenchman,
chairman Perer Hill-Wood has said.

The Gunners are determined to
keep their 28-year-old record
goalscorer amid reports that
Barcelona are preparing to steal
him fromunder their noses.

"I'm not going to say what (the_
contract) is, but it made me shud-"
der, It's alot of money," Hill-Wood
sald.

"It's for five years. Arsene
Wenger thinks he's physically
capable of playing for another five
years.

“"We've made him anoffer which
is probably as good an offer as
anybody in this country - maybe
otherthan Chelsea - would make.”

Cruciani picks
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Replying to a question about the
new inclusions, Cruciani said that
Sunny and Rintu, the onder-23
players, are future prospects for the
country.

Cruciant will begin the non-
residential camp with 22 booters
and his prelimirdary tdeget would
be to recover the fitness.

"The first week, we will train for
two sessions and the players will
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Back to the drawing board
for Africa's WC minnows

REUTERS, Cairo

World Cup finalists
Angola and Togo are
going back to the
drawing board after
poor performances
atthe African Nations
Cupfinals.

Both Angola coach
~ Luis Oliveira
Goncalves and his Togo counterpart
Stephen Keshi expressed disap-
pointment as their teams continued
awinlessstreakatthe tournamenton
Wednesday.

Togo were eliminated from the
compettion after a second succes-
sive loss. going down 2-0 to
Cameroon, while Angola are on the
cusp of missing out on the
quarterfinals after o goalless draw

with the Democratic Republic of
Congo.

"We were unlucky," said Oliveira
Goncalves after picking up their first
paint of the campaign, "but now our
future in the toumnament depends
anothers."

Togo's Keshi said thelosseswerea
setback, butat the same time invalti-
able experience in their preparations
for the World Cup which begins in
Germanyinfune.

T'hope @ have a lot of friendly
matches o put them right between
now and the World Cup. I have to
work on the mental attitude, what-
ever it tukes,” said the Nigerian, who
was captain ofhis countryatthe 1994
Woild Cup finalsin the US.

Asked about the possibility of
losing his job because of Togo's
failure to get past the frst round,

Keshisaidthat decisionwasnothisto
muake. "That Is in the hands of the
Togo fgotball federation.”

Togo midfielder Adekanmi
Olufade said the tourmament Had
beenadisappointingexperience::

"But we now know what our
mistakes are and we can work on
rectifyingit,” hemtdﬁeum

Angola had also | more
from the tournament in Egypt and
would make ud[usunﬂms' in the
coming months, said Oliveira
Gonealves.

But he added: "Angola are not a
candidate to win the World Cup, we
are going there o fly our flag and
displayour soccer. Wedre acountry
‘who has emerged from suffering
decades of civil warand togo to the
World Cup is a great achiévement
forus.”

EUROPEAN CUPS TIES

MU, Milan and Madrid win

K ¥ Football

AGENCIES, undatod

Several of Europe's big clubs were
involved in domestic Cup ties on
Wednesday night. In England,
Manchester United made it into
the final of the League Cup with a2-
1 win over Blackburn Rovers at Old
Trafford taking them through 3-2
on aggregare.

In a highly-charged tie Dutch
striker Ruud van Nistelrooy fired
the home side into an eighth-
minute [ead but Steven Reid lev-
elled just pastthe half- hour,

Brad Friedel dived to his right 1o
superbly beat away Viin Nistelrooy's
penalty just before halftime but was
beaten on 51 minutes when French
striker Louis Saha volleyed in Wayne
Rooney's cross.

[n Spain, Hobinho's superb strike
earned Real Madrid a 1-0victory over
holders Real Betls at the Bernabeu
and sent them inro the semifinals of
theSpanish King'sCup.

Real, who also won the first leg
1-0, were joined in the last four by
Espanyol who completed an
emphpticd -0 ngeregote win over
Cadiz with a 2-0 victory at
Montjuic, midfielder Jofre scaring
both goals.

But the evening's action was

Mestalla,

The official was cut on the fore-
head moments after Valencia
striker David Villa put the home
side ahead to level the tie 1-1 on
aggregate just over a minute before
halftime.

Alberto Gilardino scored four
minutes from time to give AC Milan
a 1:0 win over Palermao in the first
leg oftheir Italian Cup quarterfinal,
The match played at San Siro in
freezing conditions appeared to be
heading for a goalless draw but the
deadlock was broken when substi-
tute Kaka outpaced Giuseppe

Biava down the left wing and
*crossed to give Gilardino an easy
tap-in from tweo yards ovit.

The biggest result of the night
though came in the German Cup
where St.Pauli reached the emifi-
nals for the fiest time in their his-
tory with asensationiul 3-1 win aver

Bundesliga giants Werder
Bremen.

Regional side St Pauli took full
advantage of a difficult snow cov-
ered pitch to eliminate five-time
winners Bremen who were [eft with
asour taste in their mouth at being
forced to playinthe icy conditions.
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