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Don't
call him
‘Bangla
Bhai’

Iknow itmightbe alittle lata to
make the request, but | am
tired of hearing you calling
him 'Bangla Bhai' who is cne
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Both AL and BNP are bluffing the millions of
voters. AL's PR (public relations) philosophy
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bazaar with a bearded owner; and at one
stage he asked me bluntly whether I wasa

puja (associated with mantra). There are
practical limits to hero-worshipping. This is

The BNP regime is lenient with internal
discipline, leading to corrupt practices, due to

sacrifices during the 11, 12, and
13 January on account of natural
and man-made calamity.

Severe cold weather was pre-
vailing throughout the country.
We were too busy to take cogni-
zance of the meteorological
forecast. There was no prepara-
tion for protection from this
natural calamity. The poorer
section of the population was”
severely affected, Their suffering
and inconvenience was acute
when they were struck by cald,
cough, or fever or even pneumo-
nia. They could not avail of any
medical services. Nearly all the
clinics and hospitals on which
these people depend on mal-
functioned due to 3 days of Eid
holidays. So human livesas many
as 21 if not more were sacrificed
to cold waves, which is our regu-
lar visitor during the Eaugln
month of Magh.

This is not the end of the story.
As thick fog accompanied cold
waves we did not choose not to
drive through fog rather our

of the most wanted terrorists isa mysteryto the stu_dems of PR; and BNPis  non-Muslim. Iretorted at his bhagaban; asall  fast changing age in this global village; hence lack OEcherret_n pynis:hmer!t. nepotism, and choice was to drive and drive
in our country. How can we banking on opportunism. One is suffering names of the supreme creator merge into propaganda and publicity techniques should  miscarriage of justice. The virus has spread in recklessly in faulty vehicles.
call a terrorist by our country from abhiman; while the other is keen to one, regardless of the limitations of the keep pace with the changing variables. the vile environment, affecting the civil and There was no one to check or
name? | can only think, when capitalise on the current transient religious human languages. A mother calls her baby by Leaving aside politics, what soeial services  public services. The systems losses in tenders prevent us from doing this. So
he was in a training camp in a moods of the new millennium. a dozen nick names. [ am puzzled by the has the AL rendered during the long exile in and contracts are colossal, and some of it is another 2% i‘-ndd 57{ hllmznrulglﬁ
foreign land with other terror- When corruption is ruling the society and current usage of Allah Hafiz, ditching Khuda the opposition? [ can't make a list. It is not being diverted for funding the coming gen- were sacriliced (o log an ¥

Ists from different places, he
was probably the only mem-
ber from Bangladesh. That's
how he probably got that
name which was used by
other lerrorists. [magine an
Australian terrorist is called as
‘Aussie Brother' | Can't even
imagine! Not sure how our

the public and private services, it is a farce to
take the religious uniformed chaps seriously
as if long kurta and tupi would ensure a reser-
vation in jannat. 'Real ibadaat is internal, and
not for display with totems and taboos. Why [
have to know the religion of the person [ am

talking to ? Judge him by his behaviour,
Recently, I'was debating in a shop in the

Hafiz. What is the bit difference? Why a
Muslim has to be Arabic oriented in his social
life, in a country or society where the mother
tongue is not Arabic? Rituals are for practice;
for later involuntary actions, (such as breath-

ing).
In the LDCs there is a weakness for cha-

risma (lack of competition?). It is a type of

being realised by the political leaders that
opposition has a vital role to play in a political
system. The positive actions in the opposition
are missing and what we see is negative poli-
tics with useless hartals and misuse of the
microphones and loudspeakers. The public
judgment would be on current actions, not
the glories of the past.

eral elections.

Power lies in not using it. There is no free
service in the country.

Political inflation is high. Politics is facing a
crisis, and the political netas have no solution
in sight. The illegal use of arms has prolifer-
ated, and it is going to take its toll.

Alif Zabr, Dhaka

road rules! The injured were
rushed to hospitals without
medical attendance.

There is some more to this
account on sacrifices. Away from
Bangladesh as many as 13 or
more people sacrificed their lives
due to the collapse of the build-
ing in which they had only begun
to start living. There was no fit-

2 ness certification by buildin

mdrliathgp%ﬁ:l:;g:g]ﬁ::g inspector, s0 thc hpardprs WBI&’

thistoh : ii ing to Bangladesh. Thi loyment even among the edu-  OurRights. fooled from whichsituation theges
S Mas;xde-Taqwah - oo : Ly & & wasno turning back.

Even the Honourable
Prime Minister calls him
‘Bangla Bhai'. But now is
better than never. From now

Masjide-Taqwabh, situated on the
outskirts of Dhanmondi Lake, is a
beautiful mosque, built artisti-
cally. But it is disheartening to

partially offset the existing trade
deficit

I earnestly request The Daily
Star to invite and publish more

cated young, unequal distribu-
tion of wealth among the poor
and rich people of the world,
TonyBlairmentioned in an asser-

I am an addictive reader of
your newspaper and [ know that [
amnotthe onlyone.

The inconvenience which was

So after the three no~
newspaper days, any reader
would be severely affected by the
omission of those three pages, |

i _ letters and articles on this issue tive voice that world leadersmust ~ caused by not publishing these
Ori{piassa galiim by big name. paeiliink apartion ok th f_oot asitconcernsanational interest. consider these issues very seri- Pages was immense. Please real- paruc:.ﬂnrly the literature page in
Sohel Hasan, Sydney path around the north-west of Badal Muh d . ry R hee davath d mycase. "
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there Is no one fo stand

finishing touches. As a result, the

For giving financial support to
family many housewives are

ofthisworld are notaffected atall.

tering farm animals, their price

The "Star City" issue of 16-Jan runs

straightand face the davil. Jerdrdes’ oo i nonNE i : ¢ : Unless th e+ andthe market condition. an alarming head-line: "Mnbﬂa
s - 141 working. These workingwomen, nless the government, politi- : - b
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its lush green grasses, the the mosque through its north-  through trauma as the t'otlowing Bangladesh, terrorism will| be/, TteWasastparaie anciofitie [or, | PUCIOOCIS QeSS agalgst:,

bluish-white skies, the colorful
display-of the nature, and the ~
beautifully lald suburb wﬁag:es,
and countryside. It makes one
praise each moment, making
us proud bit by bit being the
citizens of this country,

But Bangladesh is looked
down upon. it s once more in
the news all around the globe.
This time, not because of
poverty, not even for flooding,
butfor “terrorism” and suicide
bombing.

The birth of BANGLA BHAI
has awakened a fear among
the people that is amazingly
deadly. It is the innocent
people that become victims.
Humanity has left our souls.
The politicians and govern-
ment are doing nothing 'but
promising its citizens a secure

lifainthe future. But things are eral discussions of 1972 that Discrimination in decline. Thus Bangladesh, asa powerto 'blacklist' organisations  truth. We find extremism, fanati-
getting worse each day. The validates Tipaimukh Dam. aoainst country that proclaims to be the and force them to act appropri- cism in the current practices of
poor are being deprived of Damn! Why can't India give us g = 'most tolerant’ amongst the ately. religions, be itIslam, Christianity
food, shelter, and education. back all the enclaves e.g. MMINOries Muslim nations, is not merely a 1 have nothing to ask from the OrHinduism.

Yet, there are the on going
telecasting of bombings and
endless articles of threats In
the newspapers.

It's time the government
took Immediate action to

entsia's inertia to write more elite clique like the Christians thelongrepressed minorities. such an agenda into their mani- Xallyanpur, Dhaka

;E::B ';ﬂl;l;:l. ?I:;s ‘:::I]m?“f:r: ﬁewspuper articles on this topic. and Sindhi Hindus in"Pakistan. ~ More needs to be done and I fagtq, 8
B - etandh It might also awaken the coun- Reliﬁ[&)uui mmc:_riuesl. whethérwe,  suggest the first step shoultii]ibﬁ Mohibul Hassan Why this

try's policy makers to negotiate Wo e to face it or not, are; \ ggeatingastatutory agency whic! ; i 3 i
Tofrorism {8 knocking at our b?tte? du:yls when bilateralgissues shelved in the lowest strata of our  will oversee the recruitment 5:32'55?0: iyl discrimination?
doors, walting to gulp us are tabled. For example, since social hierarchy. Yet, they had issueslikediscrimination against Why a nun can be "-‘?"’e“-'d from
down. And before we open it Bangladesh does not have many remained in Bangladesh, bearing minorities In publlc and private S 2 head to toe and she's respected
we have to think something repression, persecution, com- sectorswith wide ranging powers atanicacts for devoting herself to God, but

fast. We cannot let these cruel
terrorists slaughter us so
ruthlessly. -

Salman Habib, Chittagong
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* Consequently, 1 would request
the Dhaka City Corporation or

the authorities concerned to look
into this matter immediately and

take prompt action for plastering
the dilapidated portion of the
footpath around the north-west

. of the mosque with cement and
giving finishing touches to it
without delay, for action delayed

isactiondenied.
Kalimur Rahman
Dhanmaondi, Dhaka

Tipaimukh Dam
Thank you
Altaf Ahmed Choudhury's letter

for publishing Mr.

of January 16 captioned
“Tipaimukh Dam®”. Mr. Altaf

braved to pen the miseries the

proposed Tipaimukh Dam will
pose for Bangladesh.
Theissue refers to some bilat-

Berubari, Tin-Bigha, Padua ete in
the same spirit of a 1972 bilateral
agreement?

Mr. Altaf Ahmed Choudhury's
letter is also laudable because his
attempt might break our intelli-

choices of products for exporting
it might press conditions to
Indian exporters to employ
Bangladeshis in their organisa-
tions as a prerequisite for export-
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ing and bringing up child. In
such cases, a husband can ren-
der practical help to his wife. But,
it sometimes
becomes impossible foramanto -
stretch out a helping hand as he
also works outside to raise a
family. In many countries, after
childbirth, men are given pater-
nity leave up to 6 months to
support and look after the child
and help his wife to perform

practically,

otherworks.
Following

Bangladesh also the authorities
concerned should make a reso-
lution on paternity leave and

implementit.

The religious minorities in
Bangladesh are the most hﬂ.tm

‘RubabAbdullah
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

minorities in the

Indian subcontinent. They are
not united to the extent Muslims
are in India, neither they have an

munal violence, neglect, and
worst of all institutional discrimi-
nation against them in their daily
lives. Their numbers, though, are

S READING
newspaper

There is no denying that in this age of science and marvelous
technological development, the newspaper, one of the best gifts
of modern civilisation, plays a vital role in making the common
people living in every nook and cranny of the country aware of
what s going in and around the country. It has a great educative
value. It will not be any exaggeration to say that when a newspa-
per carrying the news and views on current affairs of the world
appears at our door, we begin to read it with curiosity. Those
who are habitual readers of newspapers feel like a fish out of
water if they fail to read it even for a single day.

It is the only media through which we ventilate all our griev-
ances, It helps form public opinion. The modern civilised world

cannot do without it.
Quazi Md Mohboobul Haque
Faroqui Fouse, Comilla

disgrace butan outright failure.
A mere constitutional procla-

mation saying all religions have
the right to practice freely will
never ever achieve anything for

such as fining the agency which
fails to maintain a minimum
healthy balance, and which dis-
criminates. They will have the
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Necessity of
religious
education

Bangladesh, our beloved
country, is facing the
militancy problem. The
JMB suicide bombers
have been brainwashed
and made to understand
that launching such
attacks is part of their
religious duty.

Dept. of Political science,
DU

hard to eliminate.
M Badruddoja
Rockford, Hlinois, USA

ruling regime, which's dubious
nationalism blended with right
wing opportunism. Solurge the
fourteen party alliance which
claims to be 'the progressive'
side, to include the concept of Tit0

A group destroyed the pride
symbol of the superpower in a
misguided act. A couple of them
cooked up excuses to destroy an
uninvolved country killing thou-
sands of children, men, women
and soldiers to no avail.

When we go to stone Satan's
imaginary replica, does it
become furious and kill furtherin
revenge? But I am sure Allah is
withusand Satan will be defeated
inthe end in allits forms.

MAH, One-mail

Insurgency

There are insurgencies all over
the world and Bangladesh is no
exception. The political parties
are  blaming each other for
insurgency. But officially or unof-
ficially neither party is accepting
the responsibility nor trying to
find out the root causes of the
insurgency. Currently, some

hopeless?

cial interview with CNN that
important causes of insurgency
in the world are poverty, unem-

Civilised brutes?

We, humans, have made tremen-
dous progress in the field of sci-
ence & life is more sophisticated
than it once was. We should be
proud & celebrate the fact that we
are more civilised and superior to
other living beings. But how
civilised we actually are & what
are the parameters of civilisation?
We study Maths, Literature,
Astronomy, Aesthetics,
Philosophy, and Religion. Howdo
they make us different from
beasts? Is there any subject to
teach us morality, good sense,
empathy & tolerance? Religious
teachings seem to focus more on
the putward performance of
rituals rather than the inner

Are we heading for a future
where our progeny would be
technologically advanced &
highly civilised brutes? Is there
anything we candoaboutit?

when a Muslimwoman does that,
she's considered 'oppressed'?

Why a Jew can grow a beard
and he's just practicing his faith,
and when a Muslim does that,
he's an extremist?

When a western womanstaysat
home to look after the house and
kids she's sacrificing herself and
doing good for the household, but
when a Muslim woman does so,
she "needstobeliberated"?

Why is it that when a child
dedicates himself to a subject, he
has potential, and when a child
dedicates himself to Islam, he is

When a Christian kills some-
one, religion is not mentioned,
(i.e., Ireland and the IRA) but
when a Muslim is charged with a
crime, it'sIslam that goes to trial?

all that, Islam is still the fastest
growingreligion inthe world?

venience to its readers for not
publishing pages like Star
Literature, Star Tech and Law & 50

quality animals like those valued
over Tk. 100,000 Wow! Yet another
feather to enhance the male
status-cap, how chauvinistic!
When these animals are
slaughtered beneath the open
sky, fresh blood flow all over mak-
ing blood-pools and in the mean
time the fallen animals are cut-up
in whatever way, while the skin
and the entrails of the animal are
set aside for the scavengers to do
what"he” or*it" wouldlike done.
Aside the mandatory sacrifice
of the animal there was another
form of sacrifice, the human

PR o

N‘nriahan. Ghitagong &

owingritual.Itjust cannot goonlike lhis:

adulterated and sub-standard food-
itemns should simply be a continu-
ous and  never-ending process.
Formulation of the Pure Food Act,
2005 cannotbean endinitself.

The law has to be strictly
enforced on a day-to-day basis.
Otherwise, it will meet the same
fate of so many other laws of this
country which got obliterated |
due to lack of practice, Special
directorates/cells with adequate |
magistracy power should be
formed to lookinto these matters |
onapermanentbasis. '
CNR, Chittagang

_ We.'aie shonkad A reeling very sad by the news ohhe pil-
But then again, why is it after grims hemg killed in building collapse and . stampecde in"

i Mecca. Alarge numbarofpeuple had died and were lnjuredin
'_ammpede,ourdeupsympalhy to theaffected families. .:

Something has to be politicians are identifying the Tahen]. b _We da not understand why the stampede could nﬁf_:__hdpre- :
done to stop such teaching staff and students of Sharjah-UAE vented, almost ¢ year people aredyingi.naugkln_ dents. 2
activities. And only madrassahs  as responsible for e Saudi government must take adequate me that
proper religious educa- insulgency. We illl know tha( NO newspaper! 18011 ﬁfhappmg ﬂmr Cll'.'bur agﬁ!ﬂa Th'ﬂfet‘ s '_ !
tion can help usinthis during recent bombings in The newspaper arrived after I'r‘gomewaympxwentit- [aw-enforcmgagenciessh@m mﬂlm i
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