ﬂ[he Z_Bzfﬁg Star
¢« Shah AMS K1br1a' A son’s tribute

"

i
b

Perhaps the most difficult thing for those who loved and rl

\

IN MEMORIAM
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spected my father has been the failure and probably even

“unwillingness of the current government to bring his killers to justice. Only when this is done can my father's soul
» restin peace and will it be possible to bring closure to this dark chapter.

I

DR. REZA KIBRIA

ETHOUGH ithas been a year

since theassassinationof my

; k. father Shah AMS Kibria, MB
“in a grenade attack in his constitu-
" ency In northeastern Bangladesh, it
“isstilldifficult for meto fullycometo
2 grips with losing him. Walking past
iWhis studyin our Dhanmondi home |
s half:expect him (o be sitting at his
sicomputer and to turn smilingly
qtowards me to ask my opinion on

. some article he was working on. [

- consale myselfwith thinking thathe
ied a full and very productive life,
"“buttheregretis that he had so much
‘moreto give, even at theage of73. In
~Jthe last year of his life he wrote over
fone hundred articles. He managed
i.ito do thisin the midstofhisduties as
peditor of a weekly magazine and as
y, an active Member of Parliament,
1o whilealways finding time for mem-
“bers of our extended family (a par-
uculnr favourite being his beloved

E{'lm Shah Manzur Huda, killed

'N'w[ him that day) and friends, and
’giving eompanionship to the per-
fsonhewasclosest to, mymother, his
awifeofover fifty years.
%3 My father's academic record was
o legendary. After securing first place
pdn the whole of the then East
in the 1A examinations
quul\ra!enl: to the HSC), he stood
“¥First Class First in economics in
4'hoth his BAand MA examinationsat
“'Dhaka University. Fle then stood
«first in the Central Superior Services
(CSS) examination and joined the
_ Pakistan Foreign Service in 1954.
Incidentally, the person who came
gecond in xz‘at year's CSS examina-
*tion was one of the few Pakistanis to
obtain a First Class at Oxford
University.

His professional career was no
less spectacular. He quit the
Pakistan Embassy in Washington
during the LiberationWar of 1971 to
» work for Bangladesh, and retumed
,rfo Dhaka in January 1972 to begin
lhe task of creating the Foreign
\-iini.'i ofthe newrepublic. He had
pcclmy fond memories of this
A H:adud in his career, as it gave him
e chance to work closely with
“‘Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
“'Rahman, the Father of the Nation,
Awhom he revered. In March 1972, at
wahe age of 41 he was appointed
miSecretary, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. He was appoeinted High

n5(:51;[],;1:1.[5.-1inngrj.q Auatrlinip 1978,

Within our family everyone
~ always marveled atthe good fortune
that seemed to follow him and the
* Gpparent ease with which abstacles
"Aml adyersity were (ransformed
“into opportunities. | prefer to
“‘believe that this had more to do with
«his ability to focus his enormous
“italents on whatever task he was
s'eonfronted with. One of his diplo-
matic service friends from South
(America, who had seen him excel in
. differentinternational settings from
Il.hu: 1960's onwards, was pleased

5 ;l.n(l notall thatsurprised to find him
representing Bangladesh as

ance Minister in the late 1990s,
“remarking, "Kibria, wherever you go
“Sourise o thetop!” There are many

@¢xamples of apparent setbacks in

this career that turned out to be

Uiblessings in disguise, but 1 will

srrecountjust twoof them here.

gu The assassination of

wiBangabandhu in 1975 allowed the

sreturnofthe defeated forces of 1971,
The collaborators of the Pakistani

e pecupalinn forces were rehabili-

ted in the government, and they

5 eted those who had distin-
xuishcd themselves in the
“"iberation War. The Foreign
“Ministry was no exception. My

iather had already attained ambas-

““sadorial rank and could not be

indemoted below such status. He
scould normally expect a mid-level
ambassadorship for his next post-

__ing, but those in charge of the
Foreign Ministry decided to send
him to one of the two places in the

~world where he would hold the rank
of ambassador but would not tech-
nically be described as one --
Permanent Representative of
Bangladesh to the United Nations
agencies in Geneva, Switzerland.
This position was regarded as a
down-gradation by the vindictive
bibut not particularly farsighted
yipeople in control of the Ministry. In
arGeneva my father became an influ-

4 cential figure among the Permanent
1 Representatives, through the sheer
fnm. ofcharacter and ability. Hewas
soun elected Chairman of the
Gmup of 77 (the major grouping of

’developing nations) and played a
“iprominent role in many of the

% international negotiations taking

wplace in Geneva. He became well-

12 known in UN eircles around that

jlitime as one of the more articulate

.pspokesmen of the developing coun-

ra tries.

.1 From Geneva he returned to

1 Phaka as Foreign Secretary in 1978.
lmhat capacity he drafted the initial
l:am:ept paper for SAARC, drawing
““upon his experiences in Tehran (as
one of the founding directors of

‘1 RCD, an agency for regional cooper-

uation between Iran, Turkey and
¢ Pakistan) and Geneva, where he

., observed at first hand the effective-
; ness of regional groupings. As
Farelgn Seeretary, he defended the

3 mlemuls of Bangladesh with tenac-
ttyandsk:lll.

", Following a number of disagree-
ments with the President (General

~ Zaur Rahman]}, notably regarding

o the induction of Bangabandhu's
killers into'the diplomatic service,

my father was out of favour by 1980.
[n February 1981 Kurt Waldheim,
the Secretary General of the United
Nations, made a trip to Bangladesh
during which he was to meet the
country's candidate for the post of
Executive Secretary of ESCAR a very
senior civil servant. The Secretary
General also met my father, with
whom hewas deeplyimpressed. Mr.
Waldheim returned to NewYork and
informed the Bangladesh
Government that he was prepared
to appoint my father to the post, but
not the Government's chosen
candidate. This infuriated President
Zia, who initially refused to even
respond (o this message. however,
he was finally persuaded to relent
and release my father to take up this
assignment through the interces-
sion of various well-wishers. My
father became Executive Secretary
of ESCAP with the rank of Under-
Secretary-General of the United
Nations on May 1, 1981, and served
in that capacity with great distine-
tion until 1992, when he left
Bangkokto return to hishomeland.

Upon his return to Dhaka my
father's first task was to remodel and
refurbish “Malancha," the house in
Dhanmondi where he lived until his
death (even while he was Minister).
With the assistance of a talented
architect who had recently returned
from England, alterations were
made to make the house more
comfortable. One notable addition
was the study/artist's studio he
shared with my mother (a noted
artist), a room overlooking the
garden withwindows on threesides.
It was the room where the two of
them would spend many hours
each day, working less than a meter
apart.

He quickly became quite well-
known as a columnist for several
Dhaka newspapers, writing in both
Bengali (at his desk, by hand),and
English (on the computer). [ believe
his writings will be regarded as
models of elarity and style for many
years to come. He had that rare gift
of being able to express complex
ideas in simple language. Al this
time he also formally joined the
Awami League, which had then
been in opposition for almost two
decades. He served first as a mem-
ber of the AL Advisory Council and
later.as Palitical Advisor to Sheikh

sHasinay thensLeaderof ‘the
Opposition. My father played an
important part in the planning and
management of the campaign for
the 19896 elections. [t was a matter of

great satisfuction to him that he

played a role in restoring to office
the party of Bangabandhu, led by
his daughter, against tremendous

odds and despite many conspira-
cies aimed at thwarting the will of
the people, In the truest sense, to
him this represented a pledge
redeemed.

My father felt it was a great hon-
our to be chosen by Sheikh Hasina
to be Finance Minister in the 1996-
2001 Awami League Government.
The period was marked by many
innovative policies -- such as the
introduction of old age and widows'
pensions, a major expansion of
small-scale agricultural credit, low-
cost-housing schemes and youth
employment programmes - and
important reforms in the banking
and financial sectors. He bchmd
strongly in the educationa! value of
computers and the internet, as well
as the growth and employment
potential of Information
Technology, and this was reflected
in his initiative to remove all import
cduties on computers. The impact of
the banking sector reforms he
implemented was manifested in the
banking sector's sustained surge in
profitability. Under his stewardship
the economy experienced fast
growth (led by agriculture) with a
remarkable degree of pricestability.

The countercyclical policies he
undertook to deal with the impact of
the 1998 floods were successful in
averting an economic downturn.
The bold policies introduced to deal
with the hardship imposed on the
rural poor by the floods (free rice
was provided by the Government to
4.25 million of the poorest house-
holds for nine months) caused
strains on internal and external
balances but were dlways deemed
by him to be worthwhile in terms of
ensuring that people would not die
of hunger. | remember his once
telling me that the measure of suc-
cess of a Finance Minister of
Bangladesh should be for the poor-
est of the poor (o be able to say that
their condition had improved dur-
inghis tenure.

Although victorious in the mce
for his own parliamentary seat
{which was actually next to the
Nabiganj constituency that con-
tained our ancestral home) the
fallure of the Awami League to wina
second term was a great disappoint-
ment. My father was deeply
alarmed by the vindictiveness and
ruthlessness of the BNP-Jamaat-i-

Islamircoalition:and ‘the attacks'on

minorities and liberal intelléctuals
in the wake of the elections. He
became the founder-editor of a
Bengali weekly magazine
(Mridubhasan -- "Softly Spoken”)
which became the vehicle for liberal
writers and intellectuals of note. He
continued to be a member of the

Advisory Council of the Awami
League, and was active in the affairs
of his constituency but was devot-
ing more time to writing at the time
ofhisdeath.

The fact that my father had an
intellect of the first-rank is widely
known, but I find that except for
those who knew him well, the qual-
ity of mind that he represented is
less well-understood. When I was
young it was not easy to come to an
appreciation of his abilities -- it is
difficult to be awed by someone you
see at breakfast every morning -~
but even then my sister Nozli and I
realised that our father's knowledge
and analytical skills were consider-
able. Itwas when Iwentup to Oxford
and had the opportunity to study
under the guidance of some of the
finest minds in the world that I
realised that my father's intellect
wits actually something quite out of
the ordinary. He had anability that[
have seen in only the very brightest
of individuals, to quickly grasp the
most complex of issues at first read-
ing and then o make insightful
comments that seemed to represent
long and detailed study. Looking
over along and complicated report
he could readily identify the most
important issues and not be dis-
tracted by subsidiary matters.

Despite being so gifted, he never
took things for granted and was
hard working by nature, beginning
his days at dawn and continuing
until lateinto the evening, Even into
his seventies he could put in more
hoursofsustained intellectual effort
than most individuals half his age.
He was a voracious reader, and
would not take long to read and
absorb any new books or articles
that he came across or were recom-
mended to him. The depth and
breadth of his knowledge never
ceased to startle me -- whether it
was the influence of the French
Impressionists on modern art, the
administrative system of the
Ottoman Empire or theories of
exchange rate dynamics, he always
seemed to have the essence of
things at his fingertips. He loved the
poetry and songs of Rabindranath
Tagore, a passion he shared with my
mother, who atone point had about
550 Tagore songs in her repertoire.
He could quote readily from his
favourite books of poems, and in his

!speeches .and  conversanons: he |

always demonstrated a telling tum
of phrase.

He was warm and affectionate
with those whom he liked and
trusted but was also courteous and
kind to all those who approached
him. He could be very firm on some
matters, but had a forgiving nature.
There were those who took advan-
tage of this and wrongly believed
that the absence of a rebuke meant
that he had either been deceived or
was unaware. He was quite fearless,
except for the one thing that he had
nightmares about -- the possibility
that my mother, afflicted by numer-
ous ailments, would die before him.
He was simple in his tastes, and his
material needs were more than
adequately covered for by the pen-
sion he received from the United
Nations each month. He died with-
out medical care, but was covered
by United Nations insurance that
would have allowed medical treat-
ment in any country in the world.
He was still in good health when he
left Dhaka that fateful day. On his
desk on the day after his death I
found the results of his last blood
tests -~ they were better than usual.
He continued to play golf until his
early seventies and every day
walked briskly for an hour or more
beforebreakfast.

I hope I have been able to give
readers some idea of the nature of
the man that was felled by the assas-
sins of January 27, 2005. I have not
tried to be more objective than a
fond son can be expected to be. My
father's autoblography (published a
fewweeks ago) will perhaps provide
a better understanding of his wide-
ranging interests as well as his val-
ues and beliefs. It also affords rare
insights into some momentous
events of the last half-century. It is
remarkable that he seemed to be an
active participant at 50 many turn-
ing pointsin our history, and thathis
patriotism and love of the people of
this land were reflected in his every
action -- from being jailed during
the 1952 Language Movement (o
joining in the work of the
Provisional Government during the
LiberationWar.

Perhaps the most difficult thing
for those who loved and respected
my father has been the failure and
probably even unwillingness of the
current government to bring his
killers to justice. Only when this is
done can my father's soul rest in
peace and will it be possible to bring
closure to this dark chapter. The
arrest and prosecution of a few
lower-level operatives of the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
notwithstanding, there has been no
real effort by local investigators to
seek to identify the real master-
minds behind this assassination or

‘even find the source of the grenades

used in the attack. Many people
would now agree with our family's
insistence on the need for an inde-
pendent international investigation
of this and other political killings
under the current regime. Our
family and friends will continue our
peaceful campaign of protests until
this climate ofimpunityis ended.

DHAKA FRIDAY JANUARY 27, 2006

Letter from Kofi Annan

DearMrs. Kibria

It is with great sadness that we remember your late husband and our dear former
colleague at the United Nations, Shah AMS Kibria, almost am:aﬁerhiwnumelya.nd

tragic assassination on 27 January 2005,

Mr Kibria's legacy as a dedicated and competent hIgh-[mrel international civil ser-
vant and a senior government official in the service of his country will continue to be
remembered and appreciated by the people of Bangladesh, the international commu-

nity and those, like myself, who had the privilege of working with him.

Itis mysincere hope that the ongoinginvestigation into the murder of your husband
will bring the authors and perpetrators of this heinous act to justice. We at the United
Nations will continue to hold him with the highest regard and to honour his years of
association with the UN as Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asiaand the Pacific (ESCAP) and related assignments.

Iam confident thatyou and the rest of the family will continueto drawstrength from
the legacy he has left to cope with the heavy personal loss you have endured and to

continue your efforts to keep his memory alive.

Kofi Annan, Secretary General, United Nations

Why has justice not been served?

MAHFUZ ANAM
F I Y HERE are two questions that the nation deserves answers to.

One, why must @ man like Shah AMS Kibria be killed in
Bangladeshi politics of today, and second, why gave his ld.llcrs
notbeen punished even ayearafter his assassination?

Kibria's killing is not merely a death of a politician (which'is bad
enough), but also that of a statesman, a globally respected interna-
tonal civil servant, a patriot, and above all, a good human being. In
the midst of violence and confrontational politics, his was a voice of
reason. When mutual vilification was made the order of the day his
voice was one of understanding and working together. Most impor-
tantly, when corruption appears to have touched nearly all those who
have been in power, Kibria remainsasingular exception. .

- Itisnot only a national shame, but also a statement on themmm'—- :

and state of our politics, that his murder remains unsolved till today.
Assassinations per se do not make a country ora people Iuohbu.d,qﬂ’ut‘ b
whenverylittleisdone to track down the real murdemrsam:lwheg' e
government shows inordinate delay in taking the necessary ste -
apprehend the criminals, then obviously serious quesllum asto the %
sincerity and intention of the investigation comes into question &ee -
storyonpagel). :
Kibria's murder isa blot on the nation's conscience and the whole
nation mustraise the demand, as ithas done, for the trial of his killers,
Onthe oceasion of the firstanniversary of his death, we expressour
deepest respect for Kibria's contribution toournaton building and to
the role he played in the international arena. We demand justiceand
the trial of the killers and those who masterminded the assassination.

Unforgettable Kibria

KABIR CHOWDHURY

face and came to know him personally. In course of time he and 1

came fairly close to each other. On many occasions he spoke
from the same platform against social and political violence, religious
fundamentalism and the increasing use of musele power in business
and politics.

Shams Kibria was a unique person. As a human individual, as a
family man, as a diplomar, as a top executive in mose than one inter-
national organisation and lately as a political leader he displayed
outstanding qualities ofhead and heart.

His life was most distinguished and colourful. When the
Bangladesh war ofliberatipn began Kibria was serving in the Pakistan
embassy in Washington DE. He severed his relation with Pakistan,
declared allegiance to the Mujibnagar government of independent
and sovereign Bangladesh and worked with great zeal and dedication
for creating public opinion in USA in favour of the people of
Bangladesh. Butall thisis known tomost ofmy readers.

A particularly impressive phase of Kibria's life began after his
retirement. He chose a new area of activity to give reins to the finely
balanced dynamic energy he always felt within him. He joined active
politics. Awami League, that played the pioneering role in the libera-
tion war and, after the war, was [nstrumental in incorporating secu-
larism, democracy, socialism and nationalism under Bangabandhu's
leadership in our 1972 constitution, was Kibria's natural choice.

I knew about Mr. Shah AMS Kibria long before I met him face to

He immediately made a mark in the political scenario of
Bangladesh. He was very articulate in condemning the use of black:
money and hooliganism in politics. He placed a high premium on
dialogue, logic and transparency. Kibria was soft spoken and mild-
mannered, but firm as a rock where principles were involved. To my
knowledge he had no enemy. But [ was clearly mistaken. He did have
enemies and vicious anes. They were power hungry unprincipled
politicians, religious fanatics and militant fundamentalists who
wanted to make Bangladesh a backward looking theocratic Istamic
state, They feared entry and rise of men like Kibria in their world of
politics, So, aided and abetted by Khaleda Zia's four-party alliance
government, they fetched their murderous plans and struck the fatal
blow on 27 January 2005 by throwing a deadly grenade at Kibria b,nn
he was: holding: armeeting cwith ' his sworkers o Baidyerb Y
Habiganj, Sylhet. Even after being hit by the grenade his life might
have been saved If he were rushed to Dhaka by helicopter, but the
coterie of Khaleda-Nizami saw to it that no helicopter was made
available (o dying Kibria, although he was a sitting Member of the
Parlinmentat that time, if nothing else.

Now Kibria is dead. A full year has gone by, but the four party alli-
ance government which constantly boasts of vastly improved lawand
order situation is yet to find any elue to his murder. Will his killers be
everapprehendedand broughtto book?

I'donotknow whenweshallbe blessed with another manlike Shah
AMS Kibria. May his soul rest in peace and may his memnzylnsplmns
to emulate himas best aswe can.
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A great son of the soil Lot

MOHAMMED FARASHUDDIN

about a successful finance minister, the first thing that comes to

mind about Late Shah Abu Mohammed Shamsul Kibria (Shah
AMS Kibria) is his exceptional willingness to dispassionately look at
any issueinatheoretical perspective. It can also be stated withoutany
fear of contradiction that as a Minister of Finance, Kibria kept the
welfare of the people, particularly of the disadvantaged, at the softest
comer of his heart. That's why the government he served followed a
scrupulously erafted policy incorporating the equity considerations
inits growthstrategy.

Shah AMS Kibria was in favour of economic reforms but his
approach was one of patient and incremental implementation pri-
marily witha view tominimising the 'costs' of reforms to the relatively
unprivileged. It was not 5o much on the contents and direction butat
the 'slow’ pace ofimplementation ofthe economic reforms thatsome
quarters were unhappyabout Kibria.

That Shah AMS Kibria was an excellent manager of the economy
should be acceptable to almost all of those who count. He would,

I N paying a warm hearted tribute to a great patriot and in writing

however, not rush on a decision that would have widespread impact.

Hewould ratherspend time, energy and efforts in carefully evaluating
the pros and cons of a major decision as a finance minister than risk
its resultant adverse affects on the economy, For instance, he would
not mind an increase in the price of petrol used by the rich but would

{

resist pressure’ to raise the price of diesel and kerosene l’uel]hlg],ﬁe
economic activities ofthe poor.

No doubt, Shah AMS Kibria had to walk a tightrope as a ﬂnn.rir:e
minister, in matching the unlimited ends of the nation and scarce
resources it owned. Equally important was the delicate balan¢ing -
between political considerations on the one hand and evaluation of
merit on the other. He was one of those whobelieved 'efficiency’ itself
was a kind of 'loyalty’ which a purely 'political eye” may notbeableto
discern. In most of the major appointments during his tenure as
Finance Minister, Kibria would put higher weight on the qualifica-
tions of the candidate rather than his or her palitical inclinations.

In the dehate involving a trade off between unemployment and
inflation, Kibria would always vigorously support the cause of price
stability. This attitude combined well with his astute macro-economic
management in achieving impressive economie growth with remark-
ably low level of inflation. Agriculture sector's unprecedented success
benefited particularly from highly subsidised inputs with budgem'y
supportdelivered at the rightnmeand inthe right place.

Shah AMS Kibria's role in the Finaneial Sector Reforms, ba.nklng
reforms in particular, and his unwavering support to the central bank
in most matters wasa treat to experience. His administrative acumen.
was very handy in dealing with the worst flood disaster in 1998; heled
an excellent and effective system of the relief operations with the
consequentbouncingbackofan inflation free growth with equity. :

Avaliant freedom fighter and a thoroughly dignified patriot, Shab. )y
AMSKibria deserves the best of ourhomages.

To all our friends and well-wishersj.

ASMA KIBRIA

HIS past year has been an exceedingly difficult one for our

family. Not only have we had to cope with the loss of my hus-

band Shah AMS Kibria and my nephew Shah Manzur Huda

after a grenade attack, but also with the knowledge that as my hus-

band lay dying, bleeding from hundreds of shrapnel wounds, he was

denied helicopter transportation to Dhaka or proper medical atten-
tion,

The willful negligence of the Speaker of Parliament and others has

become increasingly exposed, and there is little doubt in most peo-

ple's minds that very powerful individuals were behind the assassina-

ton.

From the very beginning our family has pressed for an interna-
tional investigation, convinced that local investigators, however
competent or well-intentioned, would be unable to resist pressures
from their superiors seeking to block a full investigation. Events have
proved us correct. Even after a year there has been little progress in
uncovering the masterminds, and the government's intentions (in
this and the investigations of other political killings) are increasingly
suspect, as only a few lower-level members of the ruling party have
been charged with the murder. Moreover, the absence of separation
of the judiciary from the executive has raised many questions about

'3
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the government's control over the judicial process. The tudhle con-
sequences of the climate of impunity in which the killers have Bplf* 2
ated freely are now understood byall. 1%
I would like to thank you all for standing by us in our Aght furjun-' '
tice. It has been a lonely struggle at times but we have gained hope
and courage from our friends both here and abroad who have spent .
their valuable time and energy (o support our cause or have joined in
our peaceful campaign of protests against all political killings. We had
warned then that it might be a long struggle for justice but that this
would not deter us. I hope our friends will continue to support us in
the days ahead, as we work to create the conditions where such cam;
paignsforjusticebecome unnecessary. ¢
The entire nation, and indeed, the very foundations nf ol.lr-;. N
Republic are now under attack by the evil forces of hatred, intolerance
and greed. The same groups thatare be}ﬂndthekillingofmvhusband #3
and so many others seem to have everything in their favours monﬂ;"—_ 5
guns and power. Thisis no cause for despondency. No ane miust fmgnt iy
that such an intimidating array of forces has been confronted v
in ourhistory, when those who stood united inthelrbelieﬁnamlahpt; 1
and just society emerged victorious. There is a tough struggle: %
but anyone who believes in the courage and determination of the'
common peaple of this country should have no doubt about lhe A2
outcome.




