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i{ing of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, (C-R}), who was the chief guest at India’s
Republic Day celebration, and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh (C-L) at Rajpath in New Delhi yesterday. India
showcasedits military might and cultural diversity in its annual Republic Day parade under high security.

Blasts, strike mark Indian

14

Fepublic Day

ERS, Patna

&

'hnulst rebels ushered in India's
epublic Day yesterday with a
eries of attacks across the east of

Ahe country which killed two peo-

ple, but the rest of the nation

{narked the occasion peacefully.

4 Therebelssetablaze morethana

tozen coal-laden trucks in a village

Chhattisgarh state before firing
discriminately on passing vehi-

{les, killing two people, police said.

. "It was a hit-and-run strike on a

ghway running through a very
femote corner of the state,”

Chhattisgarh police inspector

feneral A.N. Upadhyay said, with-
utgiving further details.

¥ India has been on high alert for

Republic Day, with tight security in

‘New Delhi, Kashmir and the east

;and remote northeastern region --

all prime targets for separatist anti-

Hndia militants orleftist guerrillas.

¢ In the capital New Delhi, Prime

plster Manmohan Singh togk the

Across the sprawling city, thou-
sands of police checked vehicles
and guarded key buildings to
thwart a possible strike by Islamic
militants opposed to Indian rule in
Kashmir. In October, 66 people
were killed by three bomb blasts in
New Delhi blamed on Pakistan-
based militants.

In the eastern state of Bihar,
Maoists blew up a bridge over a
river near Gaya, about 100km from
Patna, the state capital at around
midnight, police said. The bridge
wis on one of the main rail links to
eastand northeastern India,

Armed rebels earlier stormed a
smallstation at Rafiganj.

In neighbouring Jharkhand,
Maoist rebels -- who say they are
fighting for the rights of landless
lahourers and poor peasants -- set
off a series of blasts onroad bridges
and rail tracks,

Ovemight, the rebels also sur-

mounded a police station in Palamu
" district in Jbarkhind and blew up a

some 150kmnorthwestofRanchi

Maoist rebels have traditionally
boycotted Republic Day, often
using the dayto carry out strikes.

More than 9,000 Maoist rebels
operate in at least nine Indian
states, mainly in the country's
south and east, officials say.

Further north in turbulent
Indian Kashmir, shops and busi-
nesses were closed and people
stayed indoors in the region's main
city of Srinagar following a strike
call by separatists.

There was no militant violence
reported in Kashmir, police said.

Officials in India’s only Muslim-
majority state appealed for peace
in the region where more than
45,000 people have died in a sepa-
ratistrevoltsince 1989,

"Enough blood has been shed
already ... I appeal to militants to
shun the path of violence and give
peace a chance,® Deputy Chief
Minister Muzaffar. Hussain Beig

US, UN hail Lankan
peace breakthrough

AFP, REUTERS, Washington/ United
Nations

The United States and United
Nations welcomed an agreement by
the Sri Lankan government and
Tamil Tiger rebels to resume peace
talks and urged them to take imme-
diate action to preventviolence.

Norway on Wednesday broke a
near three-year deadlock in the
peace process by clinching adeal for
the warring parties to meet face-to-
facein Geneva by mid-February.

Shares soared in Sri Lanka yes-
terday as fears of a return to full-
scale war faded after the govern-
ment and Tamil Tiger rebels agreed
to their first face-to-face meeting in
three years.

The announcement that
Norwegian-brokered talks would
take place next month in Geneva
reversed sharp falls on the stock
market registered since President
Mahinda Rajapakse came to power
inNovember, traders said.

“The United States remains fully
committed to the Sri Lankan peace
process,” State Department spokes-

man Sean McCormack said, com-
mending Norwegian special envoy
Erik Solheim for his effort to
advance "this positive develop-
ment."

"We call on both the government
of Sri Lanka and the LTTE (Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam) to take
immediate action to prevent vio-
lence and to uphold the terms of the
ceasefireagreement,” hasaid.,

UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan on Wednesday hailed the
Norwegian-brokered accord
under which Sri Lanka's warring
parties are to meet for direct peace
talks after a near three-year dead-
lock.

"The Secretary General is very
pleased to learn that, for the first
time since April 2003, the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) have agreed to hold direct
talks in mid-February in Geneva,” a
UN statement said. Annan also
welcomed Norway's renewed
efforts to facilitate the resumption
of talks between Colombo and
Tamil separatists.
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Grasp the moment

AFP, Davos

President Pervez Musharraf called
yesterday on India to join Pakistan in
working out a mould-breaking solu-

| tion to their Kashmir dispute that

could lead to self- and
make the Line of Control "irrelevant.”

In comments on the margins of
the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Musharraf urged a step-by-
step approach that would start
with defining Kashmir's borders
and end with a joint cross-border
administration. ¢

"I am extremely flexible, and [
am bold enough to go foran out-of-
the-box solution,” he told report-
ers.

"But we cannot clap with one
hand. I expect Indiato join."

“Grasp these fleeting moments
at this time," he went on. "Fleeting
moments come and go. Itis incum-
bent on all leaders to grasp these
moments, otherwise they are not

nuclear rivals, agreed earlier this
month to implement fresh mea-
sures to lower tensions over
Kashmir, a dispute that has soured
bilateral ties for almost six decades
and triggered two of their three
wars since 1947. The countries
each hold part of the Himalayan
region but claim it in full, while an
insurgency in the Indian-held part
has claimed more than 40,000 lives
since 1989,

Pakistani officials with
Musharraf at the annual gathering
of political and business heavy-
weights in Davos, Switzerland, said
that his comments Thursday were
hisclearest to date.

He said that once Kashmir's
geographical status had been
defined, the whole province would
bedemilitarised.

It would then get a self-
governing administration -- short
of independence but more than
autonomy -- and officials from
Kashmir, India and Pakistan would

leaders."
Pakistan and India, regional and

jointly manage the area on both
sides of the current Line of Control.

By doing that, he said, "we have
made the Line of Control irrele-
vant." ¥ gL

The Pakistani leader wamned
that if a solution did not come
soon, political changes could make
itimpossiblelater.

"We need to move forward. Ifwe
do not do that, permanent peace
cannot be guaranteed in the
region. Noleaderis permanent.”

On January 19, after the latest
round of talks in New Delhi, the
Pakistani and Indian foreign minis-
ters said that they had, for the first
time, discussed the possibility of
creating amilitary "disengagement
zone" in Kashmir,

Pakistan's Riaz Mohammed
Khan also said then that Islamabad
had asked India to allow self-
governance for Kashmir,

While both sides confirmed a
commitment to keeping the peace
process going, India criticised its
neighbour for not doing enough to
stem a flow of Islamic militants into
Kashmirto feed the insurgency.

Empty streets in Nepal
as strike bites

REUTERS, Xathmandu

Baton-wielding riot police guarded
key government buildings and
patrolled deserted streets across
Nepal, asa nationwide strike began
yesterday against municipal elec-
tions and King Gyanendra.

. The dawn-to-dusk closure
across the restive Himalayan king-
dom was called by the country's
main political parties, who have
organised ferce, often violent,
street protests to press the mon-
arch to restore multi-party demoe-
racy.
Thursday's strike coincides with
the day when contestants for Feb 8
elections for 58 municipal councils
were expected to file nomination
papers.

*We'll demonstrate in front of
the election office to urge people
not to stand (for the elections),”
said Minendra Rijal, a spokesman
of the Nepali Congress (Demo-
cratic) party, a member of the

seven-panty, anti-kingalliance.s

streets to avoid trouble.

Residents in Nepalgunj in west
Nepal, the tourist town of Pokhara
and the business centre of
Biratnagar, said businesses,
schools and colleges were shut and
streets deserted.

There were no reports of vio-
lence.

Hundreds of activists have been
detained and dozens injured over
the past several days as police used
batons and fired teargas shells to
breakup anti-king rallies.

The government has ordered
businesses and transport opera-
tors to ignore the strike, saying it
would pay compensation if they
areattacked.

But residents were not con-
vinced.

“How can I be sure when many
government officials themselves
leave their cars athome and walk to
work?" asked taxi-driver Kanchha
Khadka, standing in front of his
garage in aKathmandu subuzb.

Inthe past, activists Havestoned

- cars of smashed’ shops “Which

PHOTO; AFP

Nepalese demonstrators shout slogans and wave flags as they take partina
rally during a day-long general strike In Kathmandu yestarday. The strike

was called by the sevemalifance political parties onthe first day of candidate '

Veteran Pak
politician Wali
Khan no more

AFP, Peshawar

Veteran Pakistani politician and
nationalist ethnic Pashtun leader
Abdul Wali Khan, who had close ties
with Moscow and New Delhi, died
yesterday, his partysaid. Hewas89.

Khan had been in a coma since
suffering a stroke three days ago and
died atahospitalin Peshawar, capital
of North West Frontier Province
bordering Afghanistan, aspokesman
forhis AwamiNational Partysaic.

Khan strongly opposed
Pakistan's support for Afghan
Mujahedin fighting against the
1979-89 Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan and forged friendly
ties with Moscow as a result.

He was the son of Abdul Ghaffar
Khan, known as the "Frontier
Gandhi® for his friendship with
India's freedom movement leader
Mahatma Gandhi.

The party spokesman said
delegations from India and
Afghanistan were expected to

~attend Khan's funeral in his home
town df Charsaddd on Friday, but

te-ak Gate, & memorial for - portion of the building. A firefight ook said during his s§peech at a heavily | ' In ' Kathmdritdw)! Bundréds' o
:Mmmkllcmumomhlwhuglm placebetween federal policeandMaoists  guarded stadiumin Srinagar. helmeted police patrolled the remainedopen. registration for the forthcoming municipal elections. gaveno immediate details,
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| e . 0 ¢ growth through business services
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; VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
‘ w
q TALYST is a develqpmeni project funded by European donors. The Industry and Rural Services Division of
gl TALYST works in different sectors of Bangladesh with an aim to improve the growth and compeltitiveness of
: : enterprises in those sectors. This Division is looking for dynamic, independent, hardworking professionals, who
: oo * o have the vision to contribute to the growth of the business sector of Bangladesh, for the following positions:
+ I e 1Y ;
; SN Research Specialist (1 position)
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Required qualifications:

Research Specialist (1)

or abroad

to the following address:

® Atleast a graduate degree in business, social sciences or a closel
Bangladesh or abroad

e Atleast5 years of practical experience in planning, designing and executing qualitative, quantitative research,
particularly in social and economic research

e Experience in Monitoring & Evaluation of development projects, understanding of market development and how
market development projects work will be an added advantage
e Willing to travel extensively to different parts of the country

Business Consultant (4)
(for Industrial sectors, Rural sectors and Monitoring & Evaluation)

o Atleast a graduate degree in business, engineering or relevant field from a reputed University in Bangladesh

Communications Specialist (1 position)

Business Consultant - Monitoring & Evaluation (1 position)

Business Consultant - Rural sectors (2 positions)
Business Consultant - Industrial sectors (1 position)

All candidates are required to have the following:

e Excellent communication and interpersonal skills

e Must be able to communicate effectively in English and Bangla
e Excellent team playing aptitude

e Computer literacy is must

Communications Specialist (1)
e At least a graduate degree in business, mass communication, journalism or a closely related field from a reputed
university in Bangladesh or abroad
® Atleast 3 years of practical experience in writing social and economic reports for different audiences, publication
designing, advertising and creative writing

e Understanding of market development and of market development projects, particularly in terms of communications
will be an added advantage

Excellent analytical skills with capacity of doing research and produce quality reports
Able to manage mini-projects '

Willing to travel extensively to different parts of the country
Knowledge of agricultural markets will be an added advantage for those applying for rural sectors

KATALYST
House # 20, Road # 6
Baridhara, Dhaka

y related field from a reputed university in

Attractive compensation and benefit packages will be offered to the deservinc candidates.

If your profile fits one of the above positions, you are requested to send a resume with 1 passport size photo and a
cover letter stating suitability for the position, addressed towards the Manager, Industry & Rural Services Division

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for interviews. Telephone enquiries or any form of persuasion will

lead to disqualification. Please mention the name of post applied for on the top left corner of the envelop. Please
submit applications by 11 February 20086, :
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