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Filling of the ponds and other
waterbodies in Chittagong city and
adjoiningareas goes onunabated, caus-
ing environmental degradation.

Chittagong once had around 16,000
ponds and waterbodies even 25 years
ago. But rampant filling of waterbodies
for commercial and residential pur-
poses has reduced the figure to a shock-
ing 1,000 now, according to the
researchers,

Conscious citizens, environmen-
talists and researchers said the nega-
tive impact of continuous filling of the
ponds and natural waterbodies is
grave and many.

“Non-existence of sufficient ponds
or waterbodies will not only pose
threat to the overall environment or
geographical setting of the city and
district but also cause ecological
imbalance,” they said.

Dr Shahidul Islam, professor of
Chittagong University Geography
Department, conducted a survey in
1981 in this regard. In his survey he
found existence of 15,941 ponds and
waterbodies in Chittagong and Greater
Chittagongdistricts.

Hemadeafollow-upafterten yearsin
1991 and this time found to his wonder
that more than 13,000 ponds and

waterbodies, 0f15,941, disappeared.

“I'm disheartened at the gradual
extinction of these natural assets from
this beautiful cityand district,” he said.

The environmentalists believe that
the total figure of ponds and
waterbodies now will be more or less
1,000.

“The on-going filling has been caus-
ing ecological imbalance to the city to a

continues unabated

25 percent of open space, including
vegetation and water to keep the city
geographically and envirorimentally in
order fora good living ofits dwellers.
Waterbodies are also very important
to keep the hydrological circle okay, face
fire disasterand attract tourists, he said.
Chittagong once had many well-
known water bodies such as Dewan
Gouri Shankar Dighi, Lal Dighi, Hamzar
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Chittagong once had around 16,000 ponds and
waterbodies even 25 years ago. But rampant fill-
ing of waterbodies for commercial and residen-
tial purposes has reduced the figure to a shock-

ing 1,000 now

large extent,” said Mosharraf Hossain,
director of the Department of
Environment (DoE) in Chittagong,

He said fast urbanisation and
demand of land due to growing real
estate business for building commercial
structures or residential houses might
have been the reasons behind such
filling of ponds and waterbodies.

Mosharrafsaid an urban city requires

Dighi, Tekchander Dighi, Amir Khar
Dighi, Shib Khar Dighi, Hazaric Dighi,
Atim Shahar Dighi, Khanjar Dighi, Ranir
Dighi, Asker Dighi, Nunu Khar Dighi,
Shiblaler Dighi, Mazzabir Dighi,
Moulvipukur, Agabad Dheba, Bheluar
Dighi, Zora Dighiand Kamaldah Dighi.
Of these, Zora Dighi, Asker Dighi,
Agrabad Dheba, Bheluar Dighi, Ranir
Dighi and Mohammedpur Pukur are

still surviving with their beauty and
majesty.

The 1961 Master Plan of Chittagong
Development Authority (CDA) men-
tioned a good number of ponds and
waterbodies in the city. The CDA
included those in its structure plan,
urban plan and detail area planiin 1996
also and emphasised the need for these
pondsand water bodies.

Rampant filling of ponds and

“waterbodies is also causing sewerage

problem in the port city, said a CDA
official.

Thewaterbodies could containa good
quantity ofwater during heavy monsoon
to help reduce the waterlogging and
inundation, the official added.

Fire fighters also face troublein extin-
guishing fire in absence of ponds or
waterbodies in the areas where incident
offire take place.

“Shortage of wateris a major prob-
lem for us in case of an incident of
fire,” said Rashedul Islam
Majumder, Assistant Director of Fire
Service and Civil Defence.

He said in most of the cases, espe-
cially at city's densely populated areas,
we have to depend entirely on our own
reserve forwater to control the fire,

He urged the conscious people not to
fill up the water bodies or ponds insen-
sibly in future.
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Filling of ponds, waterhodies
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Jora Dlghl of Bangladash leway at Pahartall, top, is one of the few existing waterbodles. Bottom left, A
community centre now stands on what was once a waterbody near the Chawk Bazar intersection in the
city and Moulavi Pukur, right, at Chandgaon is gradually shrinking.

A noble gesture

------------------------------------------------------

When HRoksana, Al-Amin and
Priya Dutta were born their
parents were the happiest ones
like others.

But things started turning
other way soon to wreak havoc
on the poor families of
Monowara, Sharmin and Rina
Dutta. To their utter disbelief,
they came to know that their
sweet little kids have critical
heart diseases and they will die
in next fewyears if they don't get
treatmenton emergency basis.

Knowing this heartbreaking
news, the very world of
Monowara, Sharmin and Rina --
three low-paid employees of
Youngone Group and mothers of
Roksana,2, Al-Amin,4 and
Priya,8, -- were almost devas-
tated as they couldn't even think
what to do in such a crucial situ-
ationwith their meagerwages.

At this stage there came the
Youngone Group, the largest
foreign investor in Chittagong
Export Processing Zone (CEPZ),
to extend its benevolence to the
three with its unique healthcare
facilities, Many of the Youngone
workers and  staffs were not
aware of such 'humanitarian
facilities' at theirvery doorsteps.

Monowara, mother of Roksana,
has been working as helper at the
companyforthelasttwoyears.

“I was just shattered when I
know that my daughter had
developed the congenital heart
disease abouta month ago," said
Monowara. Local doctorstold me
thatitwould take atleast Tk 31lakh
for treatment, which was far
beyond mycapacity, she said.

Then one ofthe 51 counselors,
who look after the welfare of
Youngone workers, suggested me
to inform it to the company
authorities.

“Theauthorities assured me of

all support about the future of my
child when 1 approached them
and told me notto be worried any
more,” sheadded.

Priya's mother Rina has been
working as a cleaner for 12 years
andfatherasapeonatYoungone,

The poor couple had similar
storylike Monowara.

“I'm so happy that my com-
pany has taken the responsibil-
ity to cure my daughter suffering
Erac;g\ critical heart disease,” Rina
8 .

Thecompanyhas setan exam-

ple in Bangladesh by introduc-
ing such an extra-ordinary
healthcare service especially for
people like us who fight for
everyday to earn bread and
butter, she said.

Sharmin, who has been work-
ing as an operator for the last
eight year, also'got a lease of life
after the company took over the
responsibility for treatment of
herchild Al-Amin.

Like Roksana, Al-Amin and
Priya, two other workers --
Sheuly Dey, 25, and Shahin
Akhter, 24, -- suffering from
critical heart diseases for long
are also beneficiary of the
humanitarian service,

The five accompanied by
their parents and Youngone
doctors were flown to Dhakain a
highly sophisticated and state-
of-the-art air ambulance of the
Korean company from
Chittago ﬁ Shah Amanat
International Airport on January
21 morning. The company will
bear all the expenses of their
treatment at the Apollo
Hospitals.

All the five were suffering
from congenital heart diseases
like Ventricular Septal’ Defect
(VSD), Atrial Septal Defect (ASD)
and Patent Ductus Arteriosus
(PDA), said Dr NK Barua, Chief
Medical Officerof the company.

Ailing staffs
and children
pose for
photograph
with the
! officials of
1 Youngone
before board-
ing a private
Alr
Ambulance at
Chittagong
Shah Amanat
&' International
| Airporton
¢ Saturday.

STAR PHOTO

Peter Bauer, president of
Youngone, said, “The diseases
are critical in nature and treat-
ment for these are very expen-
sive, yet the company will bear

e entire cost as part of its
humanitarian medicare service
for its employees and depend-
ents,”

He said about 69 employees
and dependents have so far
received the service since 2000
free of cost and returned to their
normallives.

“I believe that if you want best
services from your workers or
employees, youmusttake best care
oftheirwelfaretoo,” Petersaid.

He said Youngone hlasr
arranged open-heart surgery o
congenital heart diseases, valve
replacement, coronary bypass
surgery, and kidney transplanta-
tion for its employees and their
dependents.

Last month one employee
Junu Barua, a case of ASD, was
successfully operated upon at
the Apollo Hospitalsin Dhaka.

Besides, three workers were
treated at Woodland Hospital in
Kolkata in 2000 for congenital
heart diseases at the cost of
Youngone. One worker got his
kidney transplanted at Vallore in
Madras, Youngone sources said.

Peter said, “The main objec-
tive of Youngone health facilities
is to maintain a high degree of
occupational health and safety
for the workers. For this, it runs
three well-equipped medical
centres with a full-time doctor
and two nurses for each 1,000
workers at both CEPZ and DEPZ
and also employs six specialists
on internal medicine, gynaecol-
0gy, eye, dental, TB and physio-
therapy.”

He said other large compa-
nies should follow the example
to get maximum service from
theiremployees.

L _SAFE secretary general

e newi'sm':m Al Federation of Exchange
. (SAFE) Secretary General Aftab Ahmad

" Chowdhury, visited the Ghltlagong smk--'

: \-Exchangeon Thursday,

"7 Attab, also’ managing director and chlal-.i-:'..
: axmrllva officer of Islamabad Stock Exchange,
Pakistan, held 'discussion with the CSE officlals’
and exchanged expertences on SAFE activities.
Ha also received the SAFE documents from CSE.
secretariat to continue the future course of.

 actions of boursos' federation from Pakistan.
He sald a new office with required hunm’n
_resources will start functioning very soon.

" The CSE performed as the secretariat of the
' SAFE I.Il'ltﬂ SBPthiJET 20‘05 from il innﬂpﬂun in

'2000

i Spaalcars atadiscuaslnn on literature on Frlday _
cilled upon the writers to ralse. thelr voites
st

, fising of extremisms,

Abasar Sanusluilik Goshthi nrgarﬂsad the
:.dlscussrnn (Sahitya Aﬂda} at Ghlttagnﬂg !
| Academy auditorium with its president Sanjib,

- Banlk In the chalr. Poet and journalist Rashed

" Rouf, writer Biswajit Sen, poet Jinnah
Chowdhury, toacher. Sukumar Shil, and ﬂﬂBm— :

ts‘urBIpaI Barua took partin the discussion,

. MA Hallm, Dilip Kirtanla, Goutam Kanungo,
j Sanlll Day, Sujan Saju, Arif Ralhan, Khorshed
~ Alam, Hamid Chowdhury and Dilruba Ruba

: -Deparlment of l:hitlanong Medical' College

mcltadpoams_nmdamtadhynﬁahman

",:[.‘ZAnti-communallsm
alliance formed :

- Mushtari Shafi were ected joint
while former general secretary of Bang
‘Medical Association (BMA), Chittagon

: rAl}MSIraJLﬂlslarnanﬂEnnlnaerhKM

 wore electod member secretary and troasurer,

The Prothom Alo Resident Edftor Abul

Momen, lawyers Rana Das Gupta and Kazl
 Golam Sarwar, dramatist Mahabub Hasan, NGO
~ organiser Kamal Sen Gupta, oultural ‘activists
. Jahangir Kablr, Anup Saha, Munir Holal, Abhijit
~ Sen Gupta, Shahriar Khaled, Anchal Chowdhury
and Anisur Rahman Nasim and joumallsl Anjan

___Free medlcal camp

Whlp Syml \'.'ahldul Alam spenks ataprogramme at I'ladlrhat atHathazarl astha

GSD Pfesidam. usrathbal Ilnd GlIHlelsar

. Prof Shl!yasta Khan dlstdbutad winter clothes

* among 200 handicapped! ople. Suhrid
. Samabesh, readers' ciub ullhe dally Shamokal,
| desiedﬂreclotlm

Fnrmar Head ul tha Orlhnpaoﬁlcs

Poet and columnist Abt

I . Photojournalist lla;asll Chalaabarly alsu spoka
Ll atlha funclion i |

Hathajarlupazi aymorning. i
Jatlya Sangsadl‘lhlp Syed Wah[dul Alam MP B

was present as the chief guest. CSD organised

1 the programme as partof a projecton education,

treatment and ahahllltaﬁnn of the, disabled'-

chief guest on Friday: Concern Services fnr Dlsahled (BSD) oruaniaa:l the
i pronrammeto mglslarlnedlsahlerj

" Hospital nr'nsanlmus Islam mmmm

. Syed Mahhm:r llahman oondactadm mecllcal

dally Shamokal Soumen Dhar and

Dialogue on |
chlldcare held

.Speake:saladlnlogilaslrmadﬂmmadfor

praper attention to and care of children with a

~ view to creating brighter generations for the

greater interestof the nation, .

Bright Bangladesh me.anun uwammm
organisation, arranged the dialogue with media
representatives at its office at West Bakalia on

Illumen, sacond from ﬂgrn‘, speaks at a lﬂmsslnn on 'Save paople, save country antl sava
jttagong Shilpakala Academy seminar hall in the clly on Fllda;v. orglmlaad hy Janulhad Blrodhi

Gonotantrik Saagsluiﬁkhlnrcha,an anli-mlmantnmanlsalion.

Saturday.
| Sufian was present as chiaf guest while Bureau

il . rally demanded immediate cancellation
i Dlreclnr of Hotel Slimoon Nirmal. Kanti Dey
 businessman Nur u:ldInJavad.Staﬂ llapnrla:ol

30

. avallable In the markets though lhavnaw aca
dsmicsmtmal:ready passedamonth,

Chittagong Press Club {GPOl Pmsidaﬂlm

Chiet of Bhorer Kago] Omar Kaiser and Chief

/ Reporter of Suprobhat Bangladesh M Nasirul
' Hoque were the special guests, BPGGanaml _

Sacrala:yl(nllmSarwarpraslded 2
. West Bakalia Ward Commissioner Saldul -

®)  Nem, Foum Chief Execulve Upal Barue,
% Joumallsts Kamal Parvez, Oliur Rahman and =

Supama Barua, Forum Advocacy Officer Nasrin
Jahan Knan and Assistant Advocacy Officer
Maorshedul Alam also spoke. :
'clllldmnnraﬂmfuhlraleammnmhn_: A
bullders and, therefore, ftis a moral obligationfor
allulualotakabastmoﬂmm,"masmakm,_ &
sa]d'- e )

- SCF threatensstnke i

_at schools
*_ Somatantik Ghhatr Fiont (S0F) Joaders

‘government's decision to privatise. mbﬂaall
of textbooks and the price hike of paper,

“They threatenad to call countrywide alrllwia :
schools lfﬂw demands were not malon.lm

scFomanlsadﬂHmllylnnhammul
22nd founding anniversary on the Central
Shaheed Minar premises on Salurday, i
Theyaaldlarmomwalldmasmmm

. SCF Chittagong President Faklwdﬂlnllal:!r-
Aﬂkaﬂdmmdmamlly mdﬂalqmtﬁemral
Secretary Salfuzzaman Shakon, Vice President
Safiuddin Kabir Abid and Organising Snl:rulary_ gl
Bishu Moy Dev spoke. i S

Charon  Sangskritk Kendro nmanlsed a.. 1
cultural function,




