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AISER Islam, who had"

come from Chittagongwith

his band to present a con-
cert, brought together 4 combina-
tion of fusion and jazz at the Alli-
ance Francaise recently. In no way
is his band inferior to those found
in the capital city.

"My music is not loud and does
notmake any political statement. 1
try to Keep my songs true to the
character and grammar of the
composition. The sensibilities of
my surroundings lend a third
dimension to the creations," says
Kaiser. Classical and western mod-
ern music go to mould him, as is
the case of some of our local' band
leaders, whohave wonthe hearts of
listeners and connoisseurs of
creative fusion music in Bangla-
desh.

Elements and subtlety from
Lalon to Lennon, Shamsur
Rahman to Kahlil Gibran, from
Dhaka to Kolkata: "All is grist that
comes to the mill" for the enter-
prising Kaiser. "I also combine
themes and subjects from
Rabindranath Tagore, Kazi Nazrul
Islam, along with the passion of

Kaiser on keyboard, with his band performing at Alliance Francaise

Rembrandt, .Marc Chagall and
Paul Gauguin," Kaiser says. The
fluidity of his music presents the
beauty and'sensitivity of the best
elements of international culture.
The final impact of his songs is
bothdashing and daring.

Kaiser goes all out to combine his

frustrations, hopes, aggravationand
annoyances, as he puts in, with
unusual grace, When cacophony is
often the style of our pop stars, his
brand of experimentation brings in
unmitigated admiration, His debut
album, CGhira Harith Maanush
(Bvergreen man) presents his elan

Fusion player with panache

Channel 1
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vital.

For years he has been playing
continuously, and dreaming of a
paradise of happy melodies and
mental images.
poems, Aankasher Staff Notation,
similarly speaks of euphoria with
musical notes.

His book of

starts transmission

Tele-film Shuronjonato be aired

Perdaus Hasan, will be ai

Channel1 is all set to begin its transmission today. On the
occasion, tele-film S!mmn ona, written and directed by

Synopsis of the film: Anando and Shuronjona are the
online pseudonyms of the characters. They have known
each otherforawhile, butby thealiases. They make aplan
to meet up in Cox's Bazaar, However, Shuronjona does
notmanageto getaroom atthehotel Anondoislodged in.
Meanwhile, Anando becomes acquainted
actress and her close friend. Anando's real name is

Sara Zaker with the producer of Monchokotha

with a film

Mahfuz and Sumalyya Shimu in the play Shuronjona

Raiyyan, the film actress' name is Rupa and her friend
calls herself Cynthia. Who goes by the alias Shuronjonat?
Thefilmeventuallyrevealsthe mystery:

Lead roles in the film have been played by Mahfuz
Ahmed, Aupee Karimand Sumalyya Shimu,

Channel 1 is also offering a range of programmes that
includes an informative show on the scenic beauty of
Bangladesh -- Chokh Meley Dekhi, a show on the history of
thisland - Itishash-er Poth Dhorey, Film-based documen -
tary -- Bioscope and a biographical programme on music
stars -- The Oneand a show based on different aspects of
stageplays -- Manchokotha.

Documentary
on mystic poet
Manmohan
Dutta

Legendary bard Manmohan
Dutta's 128th birth anniversary is
on the 10th of Bangla month
'Magh' (January 24), To commein-
orate the occasion DAHONI-
CHITRA Ltd is presenting a 25-
minute-long documentary, Bishiva
Oikker Lokkhey Anondojatra, on
the mystic poet, according (o a
pressrelease.

Manmphan Dutta's devotional
songs have moved the Bangalee
nation for over a century now.
Some of the songs have been so
closely intertwined with our cul-
ture, that most people cannot
distinguish them as Dutta's songs.
In his short lifespan of 32 years,
Dutta had written about 425 songs
thatare knownas MalayaSangeet.

Dutta's songs manifest human-
ity and secularism. His work can be
categorised in seven groups:
Shorbodhormo. Sangeet, Swaroop
Nirnaye, Shyama Sangeet, Krishna
Bishoyok, Shiv Sangeet, Gawrango
Leelaand Musalmani.

There are 25 books by the bard in
total (both published and unpub-
lished). Among them Malaya,
Pathik (1st and 2nd part), Path-er
Upashona Pronalee, Yoga Pranalee,
Maiha Khoni, Shatyashatok, Tatwa
Kaumudi, Prem Parijaat, Girija
and Aradhana are remarkable.
Ustaad Alauddin Khan's sibling,
eminent musician Ustaad
Aftabuddin Khan, composed ‘all of
Dutta's songs. Hence, the songs
have the ability to take over the
sensesofthelistener.

Manik Manobikhas directed the
documentary. The idea has been
developed by Aly Zaker and coordi-
nated by Sara Zaker.

Bishwa Oikker Lokkhey
Anondojatra will be aired today at
3:15 pm onntv.
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Peter Malone talks about the 9th

Dhaka Int’l Film Festival

(L) Peter Malone, (R) Loaded Brush, an Australian film

Fayza HAQ

Father Peter Malone, speaking of the two Aus-
sie entries in the Dhaka International Film
Festival, says, "Hating Allisan Ashley has not
fared too well, asitdealt with Australian school
girls' rivalry; 1 think'it's very different from the
Asian experience. The other flm was called
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Three Dollars. It's a film about an upright man
with a wonderful family who discovers that
there's something wrong, and there's a cover
up by the bureaucracy, which he then exposes
and loses his job asa consequence. He's made
friendswith the poor peoplein Melbourne, and
these people help him when he loses his job.
It's a very good film, but; the difficulty with
Australian films is our language and our idiom,

andI'm notsure thatit cuts ice with everybody:
One has to have a good grip of the Australian
culture in order to fully comprehend the sub-
tlety of these films from Down Under."

Asked to give his impression of the film
festival, Malone says, that it is easier to see
Asian films in an Asian context, and especially
with an Asian audience. He says that they
acquainted an outsider like himself with a
different culture, e.g. there was the Sri Lankan
film, Butterfly Wing, which had its focus on a
poor family and a little boy. The audience
applauded the film and there was a strong
communication between the film and the
viewers. There was an emotional feeling, he
said, that outsiders needed to share. The same
was true of the Iranian film, Café Transit, he
said, but once again, while Three Dollars
showed ‘an honest person, Café Transit showed
a very good, strong and indépendent woman,
in the context of an oppressive patriarchal
society. It was a very moving presentation of a
woman. The Indian film, In the Name of God
had' a similar powerful depiction of a deter-
mined woman, The focus was on contempo-
rary terrorism. The protagonist had to take a
stand, he said, as she had made an amoral
choice.

Seeing the film in Asia made much more

impact, he said, thanifhe had seenitin Austra-

lia'or England, where heisbased. A

"Being a judge is very interesting," said
Malone, "The atmosphere of the large audi-
ence and the warm response has amazed me.
The pace of the festival is different from the
high powered European festivals -- you could
not possibly see most of the films in Berlin or
Cannes. Here there's the possibility of seeing
many of the films. The atmosphere, created
specially for the delegates and visitors, i5.50
warm and hospitable that it's an eye opening
experience of the country as well as for the
festivaland forthe films."

Malone beganwriling film reviews at school.
He has been writing such reviews of popular
releases since 1968.

Black Jesus film creates

buzz
Son of Man premieres at Sundance

REUTERS, Johannesburg

Billed as the world's first black Jesus movie, Son of Man portrays Christ as a
modemn African revolutionary and aims to shatter the Western image of a
placidsaviorwith blondehairand blue eyes.

The South African film, which premiered on Sunday at the Sundance festi-
valin Utah, transports the life and death of Christ from first century Palestine
toacontemporaryAfrican state racked bywarand poverty.

Jesus is bornin a shantytown shed, a farcry from amangerina Bethlechem
stable. His mother Mary is a virgin, though feisty enough to argue with the
angels. Gun-wielding authorities fear his message of equality and he ends up
hangingonacross.

“"Wewanted tolookatthe gospels asif theywere written by spin dectors and
to strip that away and look at the truth,”" director Mark Dornford-May told
Reuters inan interview,

“The truth is that Christwas bormin an occupied state and preached equal-
ity at a time when that
wasn'tveryacceptable.”

By portraying Jesus
as' a black African;
Damford-May Hopesto’ fis
sharpen the political |
context of the gospels,
when Israel was under §
Roman occupation, and |
challenge Western
perceptions of Christ as
meek, mild and Euro-
pean.

“We have to accept
that Christ has been
hijacked abit --he's gone . Bt .
very blond-haired and - -
blue-eyed,” he said. "The San of Man being filmed
important thing abott
the message of Christwasthatitisuniversal. ltdoesn'tmatterwhathelooked like.

In fact, there was a film called Black Jesus madein 1968 and starring Woody
Strode, butit is described as a political commentary rather than an interpreta-
tion ofthelife of Christ.

Made by the same theatre company behind last year's award-winning U-
Carmen eKhayelitsha, Son of Man is in the tongue-clicking Xhosa African
language and English and was filmed in the sprawling black townships near
CapeTowr.

Jesus begins his public ministry after an encounter with Satan -—who

appears cloaked in black leather -~ during his traditional Xhosa drcu.mms:on
rite,

In the film, Jesus' resurrection is meant to signal hope for Africa, the
world's poorest continent that is sometimes dismissed by foreigners as a
hopeless mess of conflictand cornuption.
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