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Why hartal?

If the opposition parties are so
serious about the safety, secu-
rity and welfare of us, citizens,
then why can't they pursue
their concerns through legally
and constitutionally approved
ways - that is through parlia-
ment? A country's opposition
parties are the only recognised
critics and watchdog which are
assigned the job of overseeing
the government's policies and
their implementation. Thus, it
is normal for an opposition
party in any country to oppose
the government's proposed
policies; though, it is very
abnormal to oppose every
policy. This is because the
government of a country is
elected and given the authority
by the majority of the public to
govern the country the way
they want, not how the opposi-
tionwants,

In this case, the opposition
parties of our country do not
want to contradict the govern-
ment policies in parliament
because the government will
not simply give in on every
demand of the opposition.
Likewise, if the opposition
party supports every policy of
the government, consequently,
if tranquility, satisfaction and
success prevail amongst the
publie, it will manifestly signify
its trust and allegiance to the
government. If this happens,

there will be virtually no
chance for the opposition to
persuade the public to vote for
them in the next general elec-
tion.

Ultimately, the opposition
parties are left with only one
option, which is to incite its
supporters to bring about agi-
tation programimes against the
government. Hence, I can

guarantee that without public
support, there is not a single
opposition party in this world
that can enforce hartal and
bring the whole country to a
halt,

In Bangladesh, there are
multitudes of people who are
fanatically obsessed with their
political parties' interests.
Even if their political parties

want to engage them in any
activity, which will bring total
destruction to the country, they
will not hesitate to go by the
party dictates. People of our
country want to see their politi-
cal party in power and don't
like to be in the opposition.

It is proven from history that
foreigners governed us better,
regrettably though. 1 am
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immensely saddened to learn
that we cannot govern our-
selves with stability.

If we consider the quote of
MK Gandhi then surely, we will
be able to reform ourselves
swiftly,. Gandhi said, "You will
have to be the change you want
toseeinothers."
MohammedAli
Manchester, UK

Kushtia operation

The more than 18-hour long big-
gest ever operation in Kushtia on
Thursday ended without arrest of
any JMB operatives.

Primarily, a 100-strong local
force started the operation and
three helicopters took commandos
of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab})
from Dhaka. About 1,000 men from
police, Rab and Bangladesh Rifles
searched every house in 10 villages
in two upazilas (The Daily Star, 21

with another 700-strong force.
Despite this huge number of per-
sonnel the operation ended in a
fiasco. Actually this (ostensible)
operation was not an endeavour to
capture the top brass of the ]MB
but to show the countrymen and

foreigners that the four-party
government is very keen and sin-
cere to fight JMB. Butlike me many
peaple do not buy this argument as
their previous and even present
attitude towards JMB and other
religious (so called Islamic) mili-
tantsand tacitsupport to the rise of
the JMB are well documented.
There was no need of such mas-
sive aperation involving lots of
resources. If government were
really sincere (not really) they

could do it with even a small num-
-Jan, 2006) They were reinfdrced

ber of ldw enfofcérs. Locals had to
endure untold sufferings and
agony. They were awakened up
from the bed and were frightened
to see the crack forces.

I think the four-party govern-
ment knows the whereabouts of
JMB top brass. They are waiting for

an opportune moment to catch
them and reap big benefits in
terms of publicity just before the
nextelections.

Mallik Akram Hossain

The Universityof Hong Kong

Stampedeat Meena

It has been reported that at least
363 pilgrims died at Meena due to
stampede when they were throw-
ing stone on the effigy of Satan/
Iblis as a compulsory ritual of hajj.
This i$ the second incident of this
year. Earlier 76 pilgrims died due to
collapse of a residential hotel
building at Mecca. This has
become a normal phenomenon
that some pilgrims would die every
year under most unfortunate
circumstances. This is very sad and

disgusting. Statistics revealed that
1426 pilgrims died in 1990 during
crossing of a tunnel, 218 died at
Meena in 1998, 35 died in 2001, 14
diedin 2003 and 25 died in 2004.
Millions of pilgrims from differ-
ent Muslim countries of the world
are visiting KSA every year to per-
form the holy hajj and their num-
ber will increase in the years to
come. The tragic death of pilgrims
mostly occurred at Meena during
throwing of stones and the effigy of

Satan is situated at 8 small yafleyor

Meenaand itsentrance route is very
pnarrow which creates congestion
during hajj Besides, some pilgrims
carry their luggage on their shoul-
ders and their luggage fall on the
ground when they kneel down. It
does createanadditional jam.

The following steps may be

taken for avoiding such tragedy in
future:
1. The Saudi government's hajj
management should be reorgan-
ised. They should ensure the total
security ofthe pilgrims.
2. Discipline the pilgrims so that
theorderisneverbroken.
3. Some orientation course for the
pilgrims is necessary before hajj
and that should be organised by
their countries.
4, Replacing of the Satan's effigy at
a suitable place should be consid-
ered. |’
5. In course of time this congrega-
tion may turn unmanageable due
to increasing number of pilgrims.
So, our Islamic scholars should
workouthowitcan be organised.
We hope that the Saudi govern-
ment will come forward to revamp

BTRC decision...

It seems that the BTRC have asked the mobile
phone operators to collect personal details of
all their existing mobile phone subscribers.
This seems a little like closing the stable door
after the horse has bolted.

In the case of post-paid connections, there
will obviously be no problem. However, the
prepaid connections, which have prolifer-
ated into the millions, will be another matter.
Although the initial prepaid subscriber was
required to submit photos and other details,
these connections have often changed hands;
sometimes through sale and sometimes as
outright gifts, and in many cases the connec-
tions have changed hands multiple times.

This situation has arisen because of a lapse
on the part of both the BTRC as well as the
mobile phone operators. Strict regulations
should have been in place, and compliance
enforced, on the transfer of connections after
initial sale. The laxity of the operators was
clear when [ once complained to a service
provider about obscene calls T was receiving,
and when they learned that it was a prepaid
cannection they dismissed the matter saying
that there was no way for them to verify who
was carrying the connection. There was no
interest in checking even the details of the
initial subscriber.

Now that national security concerns have
resulted in the monitoring of all telephone
communications, it has proven impossible to
identify who is making and receiving the calls
being intercepted. Something obviously has to
be done, but taking knee-jerk actions and snap-
ping all unidentified connections will result in
huge losses of revenue to the operators and
inconvenience to the subscribers. Rather than
summoning all mobile phone operators to
BTRC offices and barking out orders, a well-
thought-out mode of action should be devel-
oped by BTRC in consultation with the opera-
tors and any others who might have expertise in
such matters, including the intelligence agen-
cies, keeping subscribers interests in mind. A
situation which has developed over the years,
largely because of the indifference on the part of
the regulatory body and the operators, cannot
be resolved overnight.

Syed Hamde Al

The Nawab Palace, Bogra

Bangladesh Telephone Regulatory
Commission (BTRC) has taken a wise as well
as much needed step through banning the
free talk hours of mobile phone companies. It
has become almost a curse in our daily life,
Youngsters chatted for long hours without
any good reason. Also pranks calls and eve
teasing through mobile phones were increas-

ing at an alarming rate. We witnessed the
effect of this offer when the network of phone
companies started deteriorating. One could
not make even his important calls. Night
birds were chatting and general people suf-
fered. Studies of teenaged students were
going to dogs. Even if anyone wanted to avoid
this huge network of free chatters, he/she was
obviously teased by his mates anditwasasign
of coolness that they could talk for a long
time. Lovebirds took this chance, and used itas
bestas possible andalsolosttheirvaluable time.

I firmly believeifthe mobile phone compa-
nies stop giving away this free hours and
recluce their call rate during peak hours, it will
behelpful forallkinds of people.

The step taken by BTRC should be wel-
comed by alland sundry.

Shoaib, Dhanmondi, Dhaka

I have recently come to know that BTRC has
told all the mobile network providers to stop
giving free talk time. [ know many people
might disagree with me, but personally I
welcome what BTRC has done, It is true that
the "Free Talk Time" has advantages and
people appreciated it. But thisis also true that
many people are using those services for
useless talks for hours and hours, they keep
the network busy all night long. For this rea-
son, common people like me do not get con-
nection when it is really necessary as the
networkremains busy.

I hope the mobile network providers will
thinkabout it and they will use any other plan
in order to get more customers instead of
thosefree talktimesatnight.

Naba, Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

Some mobile phone companies were offering
free talk time at night. However, the offer did
not benefit the professionals, rather it
encouraged students to spend their time
chatting with friends. So the government
decisionto stopitisbased onsoundlogic.
Md.Noman Siddique, On e-mail

The recent queer decision of BTRC regulatory
committee has puzzled all the cell phone
subscribers. While the mobile phone compa-
nies are keeping their subscribers under
pressure through imposing very high call
rate, it wasa very great opportunity for us to
have a chance of conversation over the cell
phone,

But their argument and the lame excuse
aresurprising.

Saif

Universityof Dhaka

their hajj administration consider-
ing theabove points.

M.H.Bari ;

West Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Balance in education

In our country, there is no balance
ineducation. Students arestudying
as per demand. So, when the
demand of a certain area is filled
up, students of that area get into a
trap. We experienced that in the
1980-90s peried, peaple were more
interested to study humanities
subjects, besides medical and
engineering. S0, we see most of the
senior educated persons of our
society have M.A. degree. (very few
MBAs).

In the 1990-2000 period we saw
a marked shift , as students
switched tocomputerscienceand
ITeducation.

And now we are experiencing
that most of the students want (o
study BBA and MBA. But the
demand and market of BBA degree
holders are rapidly reducing. If the
current rate of studying BBA &
neglecting study of humanities
continues, then we will see a seri-
ous crisis of job for the business
administration graduates.

It is very important (o remove
this diserimination to maintain
balance in the job market and to
ensure proper educational envi-
ronment. So, [think theremustbea
quota system in our education
policy, which will decide how many
students will study science,
humanities and commerce in a
certain year and the rest of the
students should be transferred to
technical and industrial fields to
maintain the balance.
TamimAhmed
EastWest University

“Savethebridge

The first Bangladesh-China friend-
ship bridge, which is situated at
Postogola region in Dhaka city, is
now completely vulnerable. The
bridge is a major attraction to the
people of Dhaka & this is also a
place to spend leisure time. The
people of surrounding areas use it
as a place of jogging & every day
many people visit the bridge. In the
evening the view of the sunset is
quite beautiful from the bridge,
And, overall, the bridge is the main
entrance of Dhaka city from south-
ernregion. [twill be more important

whenthe PadmaBridgeis built.
But the department concerned
+doesn't look after it propetly. The
bridge is going to be abandoned
very soon., The environment of the
bridge is quite bad. Thereis nolight
in the bridge, so hijackers take their
chance. The railings are broken,
there are some holes in the footpath
of the bridge, and a temporary bus
stoppage has been there on the
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bridge for 15 years. These are creat-
ing serious problems for the pedes-
trians. During the Eid-ul-Azha a
cattle market is organised on the
footpathofthebridge.

Once I used to visit the bridge
every evening but in the last five
years | didn't go there more than
thrice because ofits environment.

Soit's time to take proper steps to
savethebridge fromdestruction.
Solaiman Palash
EastJurain, Dhaka
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Modernism and
believers
I strongly refute some claims made
by non-Muslims that many Imams
from around the world are brain-

washing a large number of follow-
ersoflstam.

Our children

Today's lifestyle of so-called
modern people and their freedom
of will are greatly influencing and
in fact diluting the faith of a large
number of Muslims around the
world. This is because the non-
believers have set and perceived
thisworld as an objective. And that
objective is to exiract as much
enjoyment from this world as
possible.

Those who are obsessed with the
false beliefs of this worldly life
should be reminded that whether |
theybelieve it ordisbelieveit, accept—
itor rejectit, willingly orunwillingly;
every single thing between this
Earth and Heaven, every Domain in
the Dominion between this Earth
and Heaven belongs to Allah, the
Lordofallcreation.

MAli, UK

There are more than 400,000 children in the Dhaka city, all of
whom must work from dawn till dusk each day, earning an aver-
age of 14 taka to help support their families. Education is not an
option for these children, as their families cannot afford to pur-
chase uniforms and pay for transport to school. The parents or
guardians of these children live 'hand to mouth' and so they do
notsee the point of sending a child to school when the family will
lose anything from a fifth to halfofits dailyincome.

Besides the children who work in the markets and streets of
Dhaka, there are many other children working in jobs ranging
from begging, in workshops or factories, scavenging (or rag-
picking), as drivers or money collectors on tempos and other
forms of mini-transport, to domestic servants.

These children work in vulnerable conditions, and are exposed
to hazards including street crime, violence, drugs, sexual abuse,
toxic fumes and substances without adequate safety protection.
Theycarry heavyloads, and handle machinery. The children often
suffer from extremely poor health due to their working condi-
tions, and this leads to serious health concern such as growth
deficits.

In recent years there has been an influx of children from the
villages to Dhaka, as their families put them on buses and trains
bound for the city in the hope that a relative or friend living in
Dhaka will find them some work and look after their daily needs.
After commencing work, the child is obligated to send most if not
their entire wage back to the village to support their families.
Without education or formal vocational training, these children
move into adulthood as unskilled labourers, highly vulnerable to
changing social or economic conditions. The children of these
labourers become in turn unable to get education and access to
skilled employment opportunities; consequently the cycle of
poverty and vulnerability continues. :

Thisis thereal picture of our society. Now the question is what is
our duty towards them? Will we only talikabout them? Many semi-
nars take place where children's issues are discussed, new
attempts to solve this problem are suggested, but what is the ulti-
mate result? Can we progress towards a bright future for these
poor children? The answer is not unknown. Nevertheless, society
should play arole in changing theirlots.

SYasmin, Lalmatia, Dhaka




