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Lure af Lalon sons1

Farida Parveen malkes waves
in Paris

KARIMWAHEED
oted Lalon artiste Farida
Parveen has performed at
the esteemed Thédtre de
la Ville, Paris on January 14, The
theatre with a capacity to accom-
modate 1000 people was filled to
the brim; some enthusiasts were
even waiting outside hoping to
hear the idyllic songs of Lalon,
madememorable by Parveen.
This was the first time a
Bangladeshi artiste received the
rare opportunity to perform at
Thédtre de la Ville. Legendary
artistes such as Ustad Nusrat fateh
Ali Khan had performed at the
theatre. Regarding her experience,
Parveen says, "It was amazing. 1
was astounded particularly by the
fact that1didn'thave to narrate the
meaning or the mystic aspect of
Lalon's songs to the audience. They
had' done their homework. They
are aware of Sufism, Lalon's mes-
sage of peace and divine love;
they've even read about my back-
ground prior to attending the

Farida Parveen

concert.
“Performing to an audience of
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1000 who don't speak Bangla, yet
apparenily can grasp the blissful

mysticism Lalon's songs exude, was
adream come true.”

Pierre-Alain Baud, a French
researcher deserves applause for his
endeavors to familiarise subconti-
nental Sufimusic to the sophisticated
French music aficionados. Baud has
travelled to the mazaars and shrines
in distant corners of Bangladesh,
India, Pakistan and has been spell-
bound by the songs (mainly. Sufi
music) the fagirs and devotees at the
sitessingwithinnate ardor.

Baud has been corresponding with
Parveen for over a year and was eager
to amange a live performance by the
Lalon singer in Paris. Eventually with
the help of the French government,
the concertwasorganised.

Along with Parveen, noted flutist
Gazi Abdul Hakim, Tabla player
Bishwajit Sarkar, Dotara artiste
Sheikh Jalaluddin and Dhol player
ASM Reza performedat the concert.

Ustad Shafi Mohammad Faqir of
Pakistan will perform Sufi music of
SindhatThéatre delaVillein the next
few days, following Parveen's
concert.

Of sub continental sentiments and

values

. Sekhar Das speaks about his controversial films

b i

FAvza HAQ

Sekhar Das's entry in the 9th Dhaka
International Film Festival is his
second film, Krantikaal (A time of
crisis), which deals with the univer-
sal theme of separatism. “Certain
states may have their own logic --
their own state or their own country
--theywanttosplit from their moth-
erland,” he said. Das sought to delve
into the mind of the separatists, asin

(Left) Stills from Krantikaal, {Right) Rupa Ganguli in a scene from the film

India, a nation of about 64 lan-
guages with distinct different cul-
tures all over, In his words, " For 30
years there has been strong dissen-
sion from sectors who felt isolated.”
Das took up the story of a man
(Rajib), from north-eastern India,
Tripura. The protagonist was
depicted as being involved in sepa-
ratist activities. While running away
from the police he enters a palacein
Bengal, taking the peoplehostage.

There he met interesting people,
as the story-line goes, and gradually
he rediscovered his country with a
different  concepta. country. which
believes in non-violence, tolerance
of the neighbourand its culture." The
Indian culture has been there for
1000 years, and this is what Rajib
(Shilajit) slowly discovered. "There is
& chink inhis armour," Das said, and
he realised that there was an alterna-
tive line of thinking and thus he was

inspired by his new encounter. He
mingled his ideology with that of the
royalty (Rupa Ganguli). If there is an
equal distribution ofwealth, why did
16 of the Indian states fail to agree
with this concept of democracy, is
the burning question, said Das. Thus
we get the political scenario along
with the socio-economic theme of
different sense of values. The mes-
sage was that one can win over the
worldwith patience.

The film won an award on the
nationallevel for the best Bengali flm,
best supporting actor (Aragon
Bantiérji]-at the' national level, and
special jury award. The filmi is entered
forthe Australasia Competition. Das's
other films include Songs of
Muhulbani which deals with the
romantic and traditional songs,
dances and artworkaswell as crafts of
the Santals of India. As he says, "The
Santals are fighting for three decades
for their own state. To conduct
research, I'had to visit the places very
often. I've made many more films on
them and hope tovisit them on Janu-
ary 31. " Five years back, he said, he
made the film The Poet and the King,
which was based on Rabindranath
‘Tagore, who had a strong connection
with the Tripura royal family for over
50 wears. He worked with theatre
personalities like Peter Brook, Jerzy,
Grotwoskyand Habib Tanvir.

Das studied in Kolkata where he
got his taste for art, films and writing,
He leamnt screenplay writing from
Jean Claude Carrier and Niroth
Mahapatra. He was a jury of the
Brisbane International Film Pesti-
val.

Theatre festival for a cause

National Theatre Stage, Bangladesh Shilpakala Acad-
emy. The aim is to garner support for young Theatre
activistJaglul Alam, whoisina critical condition at Tata
Memorial Hospital in Mumbal,
The festival will see popular as well as new theatre
productions such as Binodini, Nityapuran, Chhay
Beharar. Palki, Konjush, Shyama Prem, Samayer
Proyojone, Raarang, Projapoti, Circus Circus and

Jaglul Alam

ErsHAD KaMoOL

On February 1, a theatre festival will being at the

Chhayanaut,

The slogan of the fundraiser festival is "Watch thea-
tre and save the life of a young theatre talent.' Eminent
cultural personality Mostafa Monwar will inaugurate

the festival.

For the last few months Jaglul, has been suffering
from cancer. He is a man of diverse talents--he wears
the hats of actor, director, playwright'and music com-
poser. He is the playwright-director of the play Chhioy
Beharar Palki, a Theatre production, which will also be
staged in the forthcoming theatre festival. He haswon
popularity for his performance in plays such as Meraj
Fakirer Maa, Madhobi, Golapbagan and others, He has
composed music for the stage play Mukri, Jaglul has
worked with other theatre groups aswell, j

Besides his theatre activities, Jaglul is a backstage
worker in the puppet shows sta ged by Mostafa

Monwar,

British Council's latest

art documentary
Spotlight on Gary Hume

After screening documentaries on' four
contemporary British artists, the British
Council turned the spotlighton Gary Hume
on January 22. The objective of the monthly
artdocumentaries is to encouragestudents
of fine arts, sculpture and architecture to
thinkand share ideas about the contempo-
rary works. With this end inview, the British
Council invites renowned Bangladeshi
artists to introduce the British artists and
theirworktoitsstudents.

Says a press release, “Gary Hume is an
artist globally known for both of his meta-
phorical and abstract arts. He exhibited his
projects as a group artist in various loca-
tions throughout the 19908 and earned a
reputation internationally: He uses glossy
paints, aluminum, bright colours and pop
imagery to create colourful and vibrant
artworks of flora, fauna and portraits. His

paintings are about feelings, but not paled
byreliance on self-expressionism.”

An artwork by Hume
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Rituparno Ghosh set to resurrect

“Draupadi”

Rituparno Ghash

Relationship issues being his forte, Ghosh could not
have settled for a better theme than the
Mahabharata's Draupadi. The intriguing bond the
Pandava queen shared with her five husbands is a
welcome plotfor any director to base hisfilmon.

The grapevine has it that Ghosh's film will revolve
round characters like Kunti, Draupadiland Gandhari,
who represent “women power”. He is to lend them a
contemporary flavour. According to the director, "It is
absolutelyessential to explore Draupadi, an extension
of Kunti, a pivol which perhaps integrates the entire

epic”

Set to be a Hindi-English bilingual, the film will
have apan-Asian castand will roll this year.

Source: Infermnet

mmesareinlocaltime,
The Daily Starwill not be responsible,
X fwwﬁungninmmmnma.

i Aiprogra

" News Buleii

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at B8:55
am.12:40 pm, 2:00 pm. 3;00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangta) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.B:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and Engish)
11:30 pm.

CHARNEL-i

1] ' News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 8:00am,
1 2:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm, 10:30pm,
:"{i 12:15am.

il Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English)at 11:30 pm.

ATH BANGLA

News (Bangla) al' 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) B:20am,7:00pm
Telocast of BTV News (Bangla and
| English) at14:30 pm.

(& Latest News (Bangla) a1 9:00 a.m,10:00
o1 am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangta) at 10:00 am,
12:00 am. 6:15pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telocast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA

News Hoadines (Bangia) #5:30 pm. 730 pm.
Tara News (Bangla) at8:30 pm. 11:30 prn.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) al 8:30
prm.
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