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GULTURAL FEAST Book laxnch | Asaf Khan |
Recalling Alamgir Kabir -- |An undimmed passion
the doyen of our films or music

Bayza HAQ timein this country, whereourcinemaislagging 30
years behind the international standard.”
UNIRA Morshed Munni's book, Mokammel said that Kabir brought about new
Chalachchitra AcharyaAlamgir Kabir  ideas in filmmaking, as he introduced the cinema
was launched onJanuary 20, marking  verifestyle --where thestoryis distributed through
the death anniversary of the local film guru, different images and does not follow the stereo-
Alamgir Kabir, The programime was inaugurated  typed namative. “He had a definite message to
by, Professor Mumtazuddin Ahmedheld at RC  convey,” Mokammel said, “in all his various films.
Mojumdar Arts Auditorium amidst due Hespoke ofthe sense of values of the local people
enthusiasm and fervour. Present at the function  during the LiberationWar, of a secular and demo-
were Morshedul Islam, Tanvir Mokammel, cratic Bangladesh with a modem and progressive
Manzar-e-Haseen Murad and other film societythatwedreamof”.
authorities and enthusiasts. "I believe that Alamgir Kabir occupies the same
Alamgir Kabir was one of the best teachers on position in our local film world as Zainul Abedin
films, said Morshedul Islam, along with beingafilm  does in Bangladeshi Fine Arts. In Bangla language
organiser and filmmaker. "He had the power to  there is only one such acharya, which is Jagadish
motivate young people in filmmaking. After the. Chandra Bose, a scientist. Thus the naming of the
LiberationWarhe taughtushowtomakefilmginthe  book Chalachchitra Acharya Alamgir Kabiris apt,
modem context and how to use the film language  as he has contributed in every sphere of film cul-
through his films. He was the only filmmaker who  ture," said Manzar-e-Haseen. "A guarterly pub-

could cormrectly react to the historic events of his  lished by Alamgir Kabir titled, Sequence was also a

time. He had a particularly eager and receptive  suceess and if one combines all his activities, his

audience." “Many filmmakers have been guidedby  influence on Bangladeshi culture is indeed '

him," said Islam, ‘and the reason thatwehave come,  remarkable,” he concluded. , " (R-L) Asaf Khan, Hoimanti Shukia and Bhupen Hazarika at a recording session

as far as we have in Bangladeshi film making has Munira, the young editor of the book, said she

muchofitssourcein hisefforts Thebatchhetaught  had included 22 articles from "little magazines” | SADYA AFREEN MALLICK renowned singers Hoimanti Shukla The next composition, a choral

included Tanvir Mokammel, Manzar-c-Haseen and other sources ofinformation on the filmmak- and Bhupen Hazarikahavelenttheir  rendition, Ke nakiekjon is written by

Murad and TareqMasoodand himself.. er. Munira had the opportunity to attend Kabirs | Artiste Asaf Khan's musical inclina-  Vocals to Asafs latest album titled  eminent composer Lokhman

Tanvir Mokammel said, "Alamgir Kabir was the  classes in filmmaking. Her own life had been so | tion can be traced to his childhood.  Money Rekho Eyi Bondhurey, a col-  HossainFakir.

doyen of the quality film movement inourcountry.  intertwined with that of the great filmmaker, she | Though he was an avid listener of  lection of songs composed between The trio, Bhupen Hazarika,

His tragic death, when the alternate cinema was  said, thatshewasinthesame car, whenitsanknear | gramophone records playing the 1998 and 2005. The a]l:lunl‘l _‘5 an Hmé“mt‘]:] ?}H‘Mﬂ ab[f éf?r Khan
A portrait of Alamgir Kabir just taking off, was a national loss. As a filmmaker,  the ferry ghat to Bogra, that fateful day. She herself | songs of the legendary KL Saigal and ms?w 0:1 the pf’sc;l“;hmﬁ_u“' ] z“ e;' e ]'I'.I LI br. .q{l"ﬁﬁg"ﬁ

he was very exceptional, being much ahead ofhis  wasmiraculously saved on January 20, 1989, Abbasuddin Ahmed, his parents l:.-}aﬁ dmm Al 4 e ﬂmcnls. fulop Aty e A S SR LIRS Kalaatl

cautioned him against getting too ¥ 1are rarelyused presently. presentation, in misra Kalavati

serious about music. Asaf readily ~_ The album consists of 12 tracks,  signifying three old friends, remi-

| . ed by ManirKhan, Nirmalendu'  niscing on their past. The lyric is an
v, l D A 3 Aoy bbbl sy I(’;f::lrrl: Kabir Bokul and others. The  appeal to the inevitable fate for the
t L l— t e a] ] l ; II]. U 1 successful entrepreneur during e oo o mugic composition how- ré’sit,omtitm of all good things that
] us a l re T 0 e On o }:‘Im-gcvcr.]_his A formusic  ouer soes mostly to AASaF Kot whio | Bonfibie 0 t‘.iiplgmlc Helatildef
-~ ~ mn;:amc lu:n- Asaf( 1 d has composed about60songsso far. seasonal changes. The longing for an
: o “‘L{’ Sttt Listeners respond to several eternal Basania or spring has been
C l OPPIESSIO I I YRR SLBILL i OTADSER rup " universal moods if provoked at the  aptlyconveyed:
Hazarika. As Asaf hummed a few of i0he Genth, The first number Ami Keno nindukerajoley, presented by
: 3 _ his compositions, Hazarikn could g, Kineha Nurjehan ke dekhini  Asaf Khan and Homant, is another
sense Asaf's obsession formusic. He  ¢ntaing high lyrical value. Iyricist-  romantic song, based on raga misra
advised Asafto make up forlosttime  ¢omnaser Abu Zafar, is well known  Khamaaj. The combination of notes
and inspired him to compose ofifi-  for numerous hits (Byi Padma gyi and usage of the seventh chord
nal tunes. From then on there wasno Meghna, Tomra bhulei gechho  (komal nikhad) in the composition
stopping Asaf. In his prime, with  Mollikadirnaamand manymore), hits the spot Hoimanti's effortless
renewed vigor, Asaf began to train in The lyric blends with vocals, tonal character, mingled with Asafs
voice culture from renowned classi-  rhythm, instrumental backups and  compositionhasasoothingeffect.
calartistesof thecountry. blossoms in melody. The poetry While many believe that, “time
By 1980 Asaf set off to compose  expressesthesentimentofapassion-  and tide wait for none’, there is also
several playbacks for popular BIV.  ate lover who is charmed by his another saying “it's never too late”.
scrials. Artistes of repute such as  beloved. For the first time he realises  And Asaf Khan is a prime example of
Subir Nandi, Samina. Chowdhury why the Trojan War was fought or  the latter. Composers with love for
and' others sang his compositions. why the Taj Mahal was built at all.  theirartarelike abreath offresh airin
Soon his long play record was Asaf, presents the number with  amusic scenario hungryfor original
released by HMV, Kolkata. Lately, fervorandmaturity. cumposilions.
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Redford looks back at Sundarice legaéy

TheSundanceFilm Festival opened onlast Thursdaywith
founder Robert Redford looking back on 25 years of inde-
pendent film and recalling a time when he stood on street
comersand begged peopletocomeseethe movies.

(Left) Amidst dancers, a child artist performs at the premier, {Right) a scene from Just a Little dream The festival, which is backed by Redford's Sundance
Institute, has grown into the top gathering for independ-

ERSHAD KAMOL : producerofthe documentary. Syed NAhmed, the executivedirec-  chancellor of university of Dhaka | entfilmmakers in the United States. It now draws tens of

Rashid's) documentary film tor of (KKA), USA, Jerry Spivack, wasthechiefguest. thousands of movie enthumnststol{mk(-hly, 3mouniain

Most people dream of a better encapsulates the aspirations of co-chairman, communication co- Moreover, noted singers like :::]'Lﬂ east of Salt Lake City, and getting tickets is no casy
future, However, the tendencyisto  underprivileged children, such as  coordinator of the committee of  Rabi Chowdhury, Alam Ara Minu |

, g g et e Many of the films here feature some of Hollywood's

exclude the expectations ofunder-  better schooling, equal rights and.  UN, Maurine Judge, themanagerof  .nd Aankhi Alamgir rendered biggestnames, Thursday's opening night drama, Friends

privileged children. Noted/director  prevention of child labour. How-  Cardiology Major Hospital and
Mamunur Rashid's documentary ever, the documentary does not  actorAlBurgodeliveredspeeches.
film titled Just a Little Dream breaks  include the dreams of the thou- The delegates gave an overview

commercial folk songs in the | with Money, features Jennifer Aniston, Catherine Keener,
programme. Three dance pieces | JoanCusackand Frances McDormand.

new ground as it features the sands of oppressed children who of child-oppression globally and fl;::;l:;;:l :g;];u E:gf;ﬁl;;::rwem ml::slf:rd"in{l::lse :rln;smﬁ:ncﬁi.?j ﬂﬁ'?&ﬁ:;tﬂg;
dreams of the oppressed children  workasdomestichelps. sought the cooperation of every Y6t f 1[’ Lild Vestiste Stndancelsallaboutthelnstititehesaid,
living in the rural areas as well as Popular actors like Bipasha individual toprevent this phenom- RS L Sundance has brought audiences such films as 1969's :
theslums. Hayat and Nader Chowdhury are  enon. ;’“’;‘“?l’“'j’;’ mione gat dfn;ccs Sex, Lies and Videotape, which launched the career of Redford speaking at Sundance Film festival '06
On January 20, Just a Little two major cast members of the The discussion session was ‘€allring L SIX Seas0ns ot ban-= | ., : 1 : .
Dmamlw:usa?:rcmic:ed R R S presided over by Dr Mizanur gladesh. The absence of child | $MCtor gg“g;‘mﬁ‘g’gﬁ;ﬁ““?‘ s Gapden Siate, hich :’:fﬁg:fu‘:z;“;n“;;gggg::;gﬂ;m}:‘:g‘:&ﬁ‘ifﬁg:3;c
Sheraton. Kochi Konther Asar torofjustaLittle Dream. Rahman Shelley, the chief advisor  artistes in the remainder of the | g7 ingtothem.
(KKA), USA, an NGO that seeks to Before the premiereof thedocu-  of Konchi' Kontho Foundation, cultural events, was however, an Redford, who is known for his political activism as
protect children's rights, is the mentary, delegates from USA like while Professor SMA Faiz, thevice- anomaly. much as his acting, said that five years after the institute  Source: Reulers
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