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Egypt's star striker Mido celebrates after scoring the first goal against Libya in the opening match of the African Nations Cup in Cairo on Friday.

AFRICAN NATIONS CUP

Mido gives Egypt a winning start

K% Football

REUTERS, Cairo

Egypt striker Mido headed an early
goalto setthe hosts on their way to
a3-0 win aver Libya in the opening
game of the African Nations Cup on
Friday.

The Towenham Hotspur player
put Egypt ahead in the 18th minute
before Mohamed Aboutrika added
asecond goalin the Group A match
with a superb free kick four min-
uteslater.

Ahmed Hassan scored the third
in the 78th minute from a rebound
after a Mido penalty was saved by
Libya'sreserve goalkeeper Mufrzah
. Ghzalla, who had come on seconds

Despite the importance of the
match, the stadium was only
around three-quarters full with
swathes of empty seats behind one
ofthegoals.

Libya, who despite qualifying
have notwon a game for more than
one year, left captain Tarek Tayeb
out of the starting line-up because
ofamuscle problem.

Egypt, under intense pressure
from their own fans to make a good
start, put the visitors under early
pressure and won a flurry of cor-
ners,

Abdelzaher El Sagaa had the
first chance when his fierce 20-
metre effort was parried by de
Agustini.

Mido then outjumped the

-defence-to head home Mohamed -

"earlier following the dismissal of-*=Abdelwahab'scormer. ik

LuisdeAgustini.

The hosts doubled their lead

from another setpiece on 22 min-
utes, Aboutrika floating his free
kick into the top comer from 25
metres.

Libya, beaten twice by Egyptin
qualifying, showed neat touchesin
midfieldand began tothreaten.

Younes Shibani was close with a
long-range shot which flew wide
before Omar Daoud forced Egypt
goalkeeper Essam Al Hadari into
his first save with a powerful effort.

Libya brought Tayeb on in the
64th minute and almost pulled a
goal back when Salem Rewani
burst through only to be [oiled by Al
Hadari.

Their challenge ended when de
Agustini misjudged the bounce of

the ball and was sent off for man-
~handling  Amr, Zaki infithe area o

earnhissecondcaution.’
Although Ghzalla saved Mido's

weak penalty, Turkish-based
Hassan swept in the rebound with
the Libya defence slow to react.

The match was refereed by
Lassina Pare of Burkina Faso whose
twin brother Lossene was one of
thelinesmen.

On Saturday's match, Didier
Drogba scored from a first-half
penalty to give Ivory Coast a 1-0
winover Morocco.

The Chelsea striker earned the
penalty and then converted it
himself in the 39th minute to give
his highly rated team a winning
startin the 16-nation tournament.

But Morocco dominated the
secand half in what tumed out to
be a largely uneventful match in
the nearly empty Cairo Stadium, |
with only a few thousand spectd-
tors in an arena that can seat
74,000,

Nat'l jr chess

SPORTS REPORTER

A total of 26 players were sharing
the lead in the BASIC Bank
National Junior (Under-20) Chess
Championship at the end of the
second round at the federation hall
room yesterday.

The leaders are Minhaz, Liza,
Elin, Mostafa, Salehin, Mohammad
Sagar, Asad, Saif, Shiblu, Moni, Saif,
Sayed, Shaiful, Rakib, Sharon,
Halim, Mahfuz, Sharif, Titli,
Aniruddha, Mamun, Pasha,
Momtaj, Tashdid, Delwar and
Saifur,

The third round will take place
at Lhe SAIMme venue lomaorrow.

Zia still third

SPORTS REPORTER

Grand Master Ziaur Rahman
remained in the third position
along with four others in the
fourth Parsvnath International
Open Chess tournament after the
end of the ninth round in Delhi,
India yesterday.

Zia shared point with
Kazakhstan Grand Master Pavel
Kotsur to improve his collection
to seven points while the other
Bangladeshi Grand Master Niaz
Murshed stuck to six points los-
ing the seventh round board
against FM Dzhumabaev.

International Master Abdullah
Al Rakib drew with WGM Harika
and International Master Enamul
Hossain Rajib spilt point with his
compatriot FM Sheikh Nasir to
inerease their tally to six points
each.

FM Taibur Rahman beat
Intkhab to secure six points.

Grand Master Alexei Fedorov
maintained his solo lead with 8.5
points.

Mashrafee
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for the two limited-overs games
against the UAE, who will play their
first two matches against
Bangladesh Under-19 team at the
Shaheed Chandu Stadium in Bogra
on January23 and 24.
SQUAD

Rajin Saleh (captain), Shahriar
Nafees, Golam Rahman, Aftab
Ahmed, Tushar Imran, Farhad
Reza, Alok Kapali, Sagir Hossain
(wicketkeeper), Abdur Razzak Raj,
Mahmudullah Riyad, Mashrafee-
Bin-Mortuza, Nadif Chowdhury,
Mosharaf Hossain, Mahbubul
Haque and Shafag Al Jabir.

Top teams far apart

E¥ 50 Cricket

AFP, Melbourne

Australia and South Africa may be
the two best one-day cricket teams
in the world but their current for-
tunes couldn'tbe furtherapart.

The Aussies unearthed a new
international talent with opener
Phil Jaques, who made an
Australian one-day debut record of
94 in their tri-series win over the
Proteason Friday.

But they also have bowling
talent to burn.

Paceman Brett Lee is homing in
on the mantle of world's best one-
day bowler following his career-
best figures of 5-22 against South
Africa while wrist-spinner Brad
Hogg is staking strong claim for
inclusion in the 2007 World Cup
teamafter hetook 3-32.

Add to that the talents of
Michael Hussey, who has a batting
average ofmore than 121 in 24 one-
day internationals and the situa-
tionislooking bright.

It looks better still for the
Australians with big-hitting Adam
Gilchrist due a return to form
following a week's rest and Simon
Katich waiting in reserve.

Australian captain Ricky
Ponting said it would be hard to
drap Jaques, even if Katich, who
has a groin strain, was fit for
Sunday's tri-series match against
SriLankainSydney.

The Australians already boast
the world's top-ranked one-day
bowler in Glenn McGrath but

Ponting said Lee probably-

deserved the title on current form.

"Once you get one or two down
with that new ball and he's still in
the middle of aspell it's going to be
hard work for any opposition side,”
hesaid.

Hogg also believes he has
earned the right to represent
Australia as they seek to defend the
World Cup in the Caribbean next
year,

"I think I've earned my spot in
the one-day team and I want to
keep it," he said Saturday.

Hogg, 34, has taken 88 wicketsin
72 one-day matches and has been
Australia’'s most successful one-
day spinner since Shane Warne
retired from limited overs cricketin
2003,

Leehasbeen the nemesis ofout-
of-form South African captain
Graeme Smith, claiming his wicket
three times thissummer.

On Friday, he had Smith caught

behind for nine, leaving the 24-
year-old averaging just eight runs
for theseries.

"For me it's been a little bit
frustrating and it's the first time
really I've gone through a slump
likethis,"” Smith said.

"You've just got to be positive
and keep working and keep trying
toplayapartin the team."

Smith's form is indicative of the
problems faced by the South
Africans, already without the
injured Jacques Kallis, Andre Nel,
Makhaya Ntini and Charl
Langeveldt.

But there are some positives.
Veteran Shaun Pollock continues to
bowl well and was also the highlight
of South Africa's batting on Friday
when he smacked 46 off 31 balls
whilecominginatnumbernine.

Yet Smith said there were no
plans to move him up the order.

"Ithinkitwould beaskingalittle
hit too much of Folly to go up
against that new ball and Breit
Lee," he said.

All-rounder Justin Kemp, who
has not bowled since last month
with a shoulder injury, may also be
included in South Africa’s attack
for a short spell in their next match
against Sri Lanka in Adelaide on
Tuesday.

Hingis keeps rolling
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Australian Samantha Stosur, witha
possible quarterfinal match loom-
ing against second-seeded Kim
Clijsters.

Clijsters beat Italy's Roberta
Vinei 6-1, 6-2 in 44 minutes, show-
ing no obvious signs of the hip and
back problems that have bothered
herthelase 10 days.

For the second consecutive day,
the tournament invoked the
extreme heat policy that calls for
play to be suspended on outside
courts after matches already under
way were completed. The roofs
were closed on Rod Laver Arena
and Margaret Court Arena.

Temperatures exceeded 104
degrees -- and were higher on
court, Sunday's forecast calls for
even hotter conditions before a
coalerchange nextweek,

Third-seeded Amelie
Mauresmo was leading Michaella
Krajicek 6-2 when the 17-year-old
Dutch player withdrew because of
heatstress,

Krajicek, with icebags around
her neck, had her temperature and
pulse taken by trainers before
telling the umpire, "l can't play."

“I felt like [ was going to throw
up ... I couldn't even see the ball
because my eyes were burning,”
Krajicek said after having an ice
bath to cool down.

One player who wasn't com-
plaining was 12th-seeded Dominik
Hrhbaty. He won his third consecu-
tive five-set match, rallying from an
0-3 deficitin the fifth againstNo. 23
Igor Andreev of Russia.

Hrbaty, who already hasspent 10
1/2 hours on court, figured that his
fimess -- and his pink-and-black
shirt that has come under ridicule
with the two cutout holes in the
back for ventilation -- made the
differenceinhis31/2-hourvictory.

"I was tired already going to the
match,"” he said. "If we would play
inside, I think I wouldn't win with
Andreev. I think it's more mental,
how much you will be able to push
yourself. And I feel like, "Always
never giveup'."

Also advancing were No. 25
Sebastien Grosjean -- who needed
almost 3 hours to upset No. 6
Guillermo Coria -- No. 21 Nicolas
Kiefer, Tommy Haas, Paul-Henri
Mathieun and Argentina's Juan
Ignacio Chela -- who ousted No. 3

Lleyton Hewitt in the second
round.

Chela appeared to be struggling
in the third set, shuffling around
slowlyand frequently towelling off.

“Each point was an enormous
effort,” Chela said. "It was too hot.
Butitwasthesame for both players.”

Advancing on the women's side
were No. 7 Patty Schnyder, No. 12
Anastasia Myskina, the 2004
French Open champion, No. 16
Nicole Vaidisova and No. 15
Francesca Schiavone, who scored
the tournament's first 6-0, 6-0 win -
- against Maria Sanchez Lorenzo in
just42 minutes.

Playing as a wild card and
ranked No. 349, Hingis over-
whelmed Benesova by mixing
heavy ground strokes with clever
slice and angled drop shots. She
even had three aces.

Hingis won the first of her three
consecutive Australian Open fitles
in 1997. The 25-year-old Swiss star
lost finals from 2000-02 and quit
the tour later that seasonm. She
returned on the Gold Coast earlier
this month.

With every win comes increas-
ingexpectations,

It can be
Zidane only

AFP, Rio de Janeiro

Brazil coach Carlos Alberto
Parreira said Friday that if he could
pickone foreign player to feature in
his World Cup squad it would be
French superstar Zinedine Zidane.

"llike Zidane alot," Parreira told
Brazilian television programme
‘Banjour Brazil.'

"He is a player without equal, he
can organise play, impress his style,
his force, his style to any team. He
wouldfitperfectlyinto myside."

Zidane, who plays with Brazil
World Cup squad stars Ronaldo,
Roberto Carlos and Robinho at
Real Madrid, was chiefly responsi-
ble for denying Brazil the 1998
World Cup when he scored twicein
the final to give France a3-0 win.

Rooney will
star at WC:
Bilardo

REUTERS, Buenos Aires

England’'s Wayne Rooney will be
the revelation of the World Cup,
says former Argentina coach Carlos
Bilardo.

“There are good players in

several national teams but [ think
the kid Rooney of England is going
ta be the revelation,” said Bilardo,
who steered the side captained by
Diego to Argentina's second watld
titlein Mexicoin 1986.
. "(Rooney) is a potent player,
fast, a good finisher and for defend-
ers he'll be hard ro mark,” added
Bilardo in an interview with
Reuters on Friday.

"In Mexico we had the luck to
havethe best Maradona.” :

Bilardo, whose team were also
runners-up in the 1990 World Cup
in Iraly, said Argentina teenager
Lionel Messi and Italian striker
Luca Toni were also among the top
players.

He said Brazil were favourites to
retain their crown but that coach
Jose Pekerman's Argentina can
beat them.

"Brazil, from the middle for-
ward, because of their players, look
invincible butin aWorld Cupit'sall
very differentand you have to show
{yoursuperiority)," Bilardlo said.

"For me the champions will be
Argentina, Brazil or Germany

i mthq_fzgthehume tuﬁ'-!

Mourinho to
follow Capello
footsteps

AFP, Lishon

Chelsea's Portuguese coach Jose
Mourinho said Saturday he will one
day follow the example of Juventus
manager Fabio Capello who earlier
this week announced he will retire
fromfootballin 2009.

"My 'end’ is still far off but it will
be similar to Fabio's. One day [ will
say: 'l am finished with football',"
the 43-year-old wrote in his weekly
columnin Portuguesesports maga-
zine Record Dez,

Mourinho described Capello's
planned retirement as "bad news",
saying the Iltalian side's coach
"leaves a personal mark on the
reams he manages, makes champi-
onships seem easy to win but,
above all, no one ever tiresofhim.”

Capello, who turns ‘60 in June,
on Tuesday gave himself three
more seasons before he closes the
dooron a highly successful football
career.

“I will quit in three years' time,
thatis 100 percentcertain. lwant to
travel, to see places. With football,
you work hard and travel a lot, but
seenothing,” he said,

The former [talian interna-
tional, widely regarded as one of
the bestcoachesinfootball history,
has managed ltalian sides AC Milan
and AS Roma, as well as Spanish
giants Real Madrid, in addition to
Juventus.

Pakistan well
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SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the first
day of the second Test between
India and Pakistan at the Igbal
Stadiumin Faisalabad on Saturday:
PAKISTAN: Firstinnings

Malike Dravid b Rudra Pratap 19
Buttc DhonibZaheer 37
Younis cYuvrajb Rudra Pratap B3
YousufcDhoni bRudra Pratap 65
Inzamam not out 79
Alridinotour 85
Extras: (1b-4, w=1, nb-6) 11
Total: (For 4 wkisin90overs) 379

Fall of wickets; 1-49, 2-65, 3-207, 4-
216

To bat; Razzaq, Akmal, Akhtar,
Kaneria, Asif

Bowler 0O M R W
Pathan 11 €, 70 0
Rudra Pratap 17 BT~ 3
Zaheer 195 61 1
Harbhajan pd o ) S o
Kumble 22 300Nl

INDIA: Dravid, Sehwag, Laxman,
Tendulkar, Yuyvraj, Dhoni, Pathan,
Rudra Pratap, Zaheer, Kumble,
Harbhajan

Toss: Pakistan

Umpires: Rudi Koertzen and

SimonTaufel

PREMIERSHIP

K% Football

AFP, undated

James Beattie continued Everton's
recent revival with the 13th-minute
goal that ensured a fourth succes-
sive victory for David Moyes's side
and dealtanother blow to Arsenal's
hopes ofareturn to the Champions
Leaguenextseason.

Just seven days ago, Arsene
Wenger's side had been basking in
the glory of their 7-0 thrashing of
Middlesbrough. But they were
brought back down to earth with a
bump by a spirited and passionate
Everton display that left the visitors
battered and bemused by the final
whistle,

And to cap a miserable after-
noon for Wenger and his players,
Cesc Fabregas, the young Spanish
midfielder, was sent off for lashing

out at Everton's Tim Cahill in the
final minutesofthe game.

Everton immediately set the
tone of the game, imposing their
maore physical, uptempo approach
onthe shell-shocked visitors.

Arsenal's problems lay at centre
back where both Phillippe
Senderos and the vastly experi-
enced Sol Campbell failed to come
to terms with Beattie's powerful
nning.

And it was that weakness that
Everton eventually exploited to
claim a deserved 13th minute lead
through Beattie's seventh strike of
theseason.

The build-up to the goal was
simplicity itself and undoubtedly
sparkedamajorinquestin the Arsenal
dressing room about how the Everton
striker was allowed to collect Cahill's
hopeful, lobbed pass so easily.

With both Senderos and
Campbell covering, there should

Gunners go down
at Everton

have been no danger but Beattie
simply shrugged off the defenders'
flimsy challenges before calmly
stabbing the ball past the advanc-
ingJens Lehmann,

To add to Wenger's frustration,
Arsenal should themsélves have
taken the lead just 60 seconds
earlier when Freddioe Ljungberg
connected with Gilbert's low right-
wing cros but saw his close range
effort pushed onto the post by the
alertNigel Martyn.

Arsenal were never likely to be
as ineffective after the break and
for a 20-minute spell looked capa-
ble of hauling themselves back into
the game,

But with Everton defence -
bolstered by the 32nd-minute
introduction of Alan Stubbs follow-
ing his retum to Goodison Park
from Sunderland - stood firm and,
tellingly, reduced Thierry Henry to
nothingmore than abit-partrole.

I3 Football

INTERNET, undated

Milan are ready to demand the
1993 Champions League trophy
after a Marseille star claimed the'
team was ondrugs for the Final.

The Rossoneri lost the match in
Munich 1-0 to a goal from Basil
Boli, as their opponents became
the first French team ever to lift the
trophy. It was a shock, as Fabio
Capello's side had a 100 per cent
record until that point with 10
consecutivevictories.

Now former Marseille
midfielder Jean-Jacques Edelie has
revealed in his autobiography that
the game was not all it seemed to
be.

"Theonlytimel agreed to take a
doping product was the 1993
Champions League Final," he
liconfessed in the book that will
comeoutonMarch 1.

“Inalltheclubsiplayedin, I saw
some doping going on, except for
Bastia, but this was the only time [
accepted. We all ook a series of
injections and 1 felt different dur-
ing the game, as my physique
responded differently under strain.
The only player whorefused to take
partwas RudiVoller (pictured).”

Thenewsis a particular shock to
Milan, asamong the Marseille stars

Marseille doping
rocks Milan |

' were future Serie A heroes Didier

Deschamps and Marcel Desailly.

It's not the first time that the
French club has been embroiled in
controversy, as it emerged they had
fixed their title-clinching League
game against ASOA Valence-Clime
50 that they could concentrate on
the European Final. The side was
stripped of Le Championnat,
relegated and barred from defend-
ingthistrophy.

Milan have asked their lawyers
tolook into the situation and many
of the players who lost that day are
hoping to be awarded the title with
al3-yeardelay.

‘I am shocked and find this
news disturbing;” Daniele Massaro
told the Corriere dello Sport. “If
these allegations are proved, then it
would be right to take the trophy
away from Marseille and return it
to Milan. The whole thing is simply
incredible.”

Roberto Donadoni, who 18 now
Coach of Serie A side Livomo,
aimed his scorn at the club hierar-
chy.

“I.don't know what the future of
that cup holds, but one thing is
certain: if it's proved that all the
players were on something, then
the directors must've had a hand in
it. I remain stunned by the fact that
professionals in this sport can go to
anylengthsin order to win."

E¥§ 1 Cricket

BBC ONLINE, undated

England will not push spinner
Ashley Giles back into action in
India unless his hip injury is fully
recovered.

Giles, 32, struggled with the
long-term problem in Pakistan late
last year and had to return home
early for surgery.

“It's s0 important we get him
back but we are not going to take
him if heis like he was in Pakistan,”
captain Michael Vaughan told the

Daily Express.
"He has to be fit and mentally

Eng won't hurry
Giles comeback

right. He is going to bowl this week
and it's still six weeks until the first
Test."

England will check the fitness of
the whole touring party, including
Vaughan who has undergone knee
surgery, before they depart of
February 12.

The selectors have delayed
aaming the 16th member of the
tour squad until they know
whether Giles will be fully fit.

Ifheis slow to recover, Somerset
spin all-rounder [an Blackwell is
likely to get the nod over inexperi-
enced Northants left-armer Monty
Panesar.

Aga Khan Gold
Cup golf held

SPORTS REPORTER

Arshi Haider clinched the men's
title while M H Lim won the
women's crown in the Aga Khan
Gold Cup Golf Tournament at the
Kurmitola Golf Club course on
Saturday.

A total of 219 golfers including
25 ladies took part in the two-day
meet.

Chief of Army Staff of Bangla-
desh Army and president of
Kurmitola Golf Club Lieutenant
General Moeen U Ahmed distrib-
uted prizes amongthe winners.

OTHER RESULTS

Senior winner: Lt Col Enamur
Rahman; junior winner: Zahedee;
men's runner-up: C D Hwang;
ladies runner-up: S N Lee; ladies
2nd runner-up: Mrs E § Cho; best
gross: Shawkat-uz-Zaman; men's
2nd gross: KW Jin; ladies best gross:
CD Hwang; 2nd day best net: Teb
Marrious; lst day best net:
Akhtaruzzaman; 2nd best gross:

Sadiq Qudduspist daybestgross:—
Syed Mol i Ak e

Lee doesn't
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he's gotalot of experience,” Moody
said.

"He's an asset in all depart-
ments."

Moaody said he hoped Sri Lanka
would not have to chase a big total
in Sunday's match in Sydney after
being set 319 to win in the opening
contest against Australia in
Melbourne.

"Hopefully that is not going to
bethecase herein Sydney,” hesaid.

The coach also dismissed
reports that brilliant off-spinner
Muttiah Muralitharan was plan-
ning to rush home to be with his
heavily pregnantwife.

TEAMS

AUSTRALIA (from): Ricky Ponting
(captain), Phil Jaques, Damien
Martyn, Andrew Symonds, Michael
Clarke, Michael Hussey, Brad
Haddin, James Hopes, Brett Lee,
Nathan Bracken, Stuart Clark,
GlennMcGrath, Brad Hogg.

SRI LANKA (from): Marvan
Ataparttu (captain), Sanath
Jayasuria, Upul Tharanga, Jehan
Mubarak, Mahela Jayawardene,
Kumar Sangakkara, Michael
Vandort, Tillekeratne Dilshan,
Russel Arnold, Chaminda Vaas,
Dilhara Fernando, Ruchira Perera,
Muttiah Muralitharan.
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