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Glorifj/ing humanism

National Baul council '06 held in Dhaka

kiR

Bauls of all ages perform at the Shaheed Minar premises

ERSHAD KAMOL
YSTICISM is
necessary for the

“M
welfare of human

beings as well as for ultimate
freedom”, with this slogan rural
bards from different corners of the
country gathered at the three-day
National Baul Council held at
Central Shaheed Minar premises
thatbegan from January 18.

Tariquat-e Ahle Bayeet,
alliance of different organisations
of Sufis and Vaisnavas arranged the
three-day Baul! council in which
bards presented mystic songs of
Lalon Shah and traditional kirtans.

On January 19, 70 songs were
presented by the bauls who render
songs at the dens and mazaars
(tombs) in greater Kushtia region.
An interesting feature of the rural
bauls is the style of their presenta-

an

theurbanaudience.

Khan and many others

SONgS.

tion, which is totally different from
thatofthe baulsingers who sing for

The stentorian presentations of
the bards like Abdul Latif Shah,
Shekh' Samir, Baul Nizamuddein,
Billal Hossain, Jahangir Baul, Babul

city audience by the spirit of the
lyrics and the melody of the mystic

Syed Rahmat Ullah, the

PHOTO. STAR

president of the Tariquat-e Ahle
Bayeet said, “Inspired by the
renowned Muslim scholar Sufi
Sadaruddin Ahmed Chishti, we
have initiated this programme to
bring together the mystic bards of
mazaars and akhras to a common
platform. Our only aim is to glorify
humanism. People from any
religion or social caste can
participate with us.”

moved the

Remembermg Luc1lle Ball

The older generation is familiar with the
scatterbrained and zany characters played by
the redoubtable redhead --Lucille Désirée Ball
(August 6,1911 - April 26, 1989). Known betteras
Lucy, she was an American actress, comedian
~and star of I Love Lucy, along with other TV
shows. A 'B-grade' movie star of the 1930s and

1940s, 'she tanks as-one-of the best and oSt ¢

popularstdrsin Americanhistory.

With I Love Lucy (1951-1957), she and her
then Cuban husband, Desi Arnaz pioneered the
threg-camera technique now the standard in
filming TV sitcoms, and the concept of
syndicating TV programmes. She was also the
first woman to own her own film studio as the
head of Desilu, their company, I Love Lucy also
ranked as a very early television sitcom
(although the format had existed for decades in
radio, and in fact other TV sitcoms predated her
show), and was among the first stars to film
beforealive audience.

From a production aspect, the use of actual
film, as opposed to the inferior-quality
kinescope of other TV shows of the time, made
the show farmore visuallyappealing,

Lucille's other TV shows were The Lucy-Desi
Comedy Hour (1957-1960), The Lucy Show (1962 -
1968), The Danny Kaye Show with Lucille Ball
(1962), Mrand Mrs (1964)

Lucy in London (1966), CBS Salutes Lucy: The
First 25 Years (1976) and. Stone Pillow (1985).

Lucy had a turbulent childhood. Her father
died before she was four, and her mother
worked several jobs. So, she and her younger

™ NS
Lucille Ball

brother were raised by their grandparents.
Always willing to take responsibility for her
brother and young cousins, she was a restless
teenager who yearned to "make some noise”.
She entered a drama school in New York, but
while her classmate Bette Davis received all the
raves, she was sent home with the words, "too
shy." She found some work modeling for Hattie

Carnegie's, and in 1933 was chosen to be a
Goldwyn Girl and appear in the film Roman
Scandals (1933).

Then followed several small roles, including
one in Top Hat (1935). Eventually, she received
starring roles in B-pictures, and occasionally a
good role in an A-picture, such as Stage Door
(1937) or The Big Street (1.942). While filming Tho,
Many Girls (1940), she met and fell head over
heels in love with actor-musician Desi Arnaz.
Lucy soon switched to MGM, where she got
betterroles in films such as Du Barry Was a Lady
(1943), Best Foot Forward (1943), the Katharine
Hepburn-Spencer Tracy film, vehicle Without
Love(1945).

In 1948, she took a central role in the radio
comedy My Favorite Husband, in which she
played the scatterbrained wife of a Midwestern
banker. In 1950, CBS came knocking with the
offer of turning it into a TV geries. After
convincing the top brass to let Desi play her
husband and to sign over the rights to and
creative control over the series to them, work
began on the most popular and universally
beloved sitcom of all time--I Love Lucy,

Lucille died in 1989, of a ruptured aorta atthe
age of 77 and was cremated. Her remains were
initially interred in the Forest Lawn - Hollywood
Hills Cemetery in Los Angeles, California, but
were later moved by her children, Desi Amaz, Jr
and Lucie Amaz to the Lake View Cemetery,in
Jamestown, NewYork.

Compiled by Cultural Correspondent
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Right to fly

Photographs of birds in Bangladesh

Fayza HAQ

The recent exhibit of coloured photographs, called
Right to fly by Dr. Reza Khan, seen at the Photo
Journalists' Association was admirable indeed. It
brought together the pictures and habitats of the 700
species of birds that live in our country and visit it from
time to time, specially in winter. Half of the birds, Dr
Khan says, are visitors. “Putting aside professionals
and regular bird-watchers, one sees less than a
hundred species of birds in residential areas,
countrysides, wetlands, and brackish water environ-
ments.”

All these birds, he says, are, in one way or another,
useful to us, as they eat insects and harmful animals
such as rats and mice that ruin crops, fruits and
gardens. These birds, he says, pollinate ourflowers and
scatter seeds of crops and fruits that are vital forus, He
says that birds are very important entries in zoos and
form a vital part of our environment. Their impor-
tance, and beauty, in' short cannot be belittled or
ignored.”

The birds' numbers and species are fast disappear- |

ing. So in order to preserve them the exhibition was
being held to raise awareness of the birds' visual
beauty and importance. The photographs were of a
good quality although they may nothave held a quality
of remarkable excellence, judged on an international
level,

However, the number of entries and the detailed
information zbout the different species surely
required the knowledge and patience of an academic.
The exhibit was a labour of love. And “love’s labour”

Green or nga Peafow!

Neelshir

wasnotlost.

Birds of exotic and conventional lure have been
depicted inthe display. These include the jade and jet-
black presentation of the Java peafowl, which hasbeen
locally extinct since the 1940s. Its wings, breast and
head tuft have been shown in close quarters with the
details of the jewel like spots on the feathers that
appear like some dazzling gems from some legendary
treasury. The jade green waves that surround the
common teal has brought in the steady semicircular
waves of the quiet water that hold up a gray, white and
black bird. It has a graceful neck and'beak, with its
wings neatly folded. Thus the photographer sees art in
the simplicity of nature. '

The Crimson-breasted Barbet, which is found both .
in towns and the countryside, has been shown as |
merging with the foliage and branches of a leaf-laden
tree. The tiny bird, with its copper crest and rust- -
colured flecked head. The Avocet-Sandpiper with its
curious upturned bill, the Ruddy Ternstone with its «
strange shortlegs and small, rounded brown and black
body, along with the Sanderling, another migrant bird
that visits our shores in sinter with its slender bill and
jet-black legs, have been capture with care and an eye ¢
for detail. The three pictures bring in the waves and *
marshesinall theirlyrical details.

Viewers came away overwhelmed by the precision
of the photographic details of the carefully collected
images of ourlocal birds,

Ireland willing to lure Bollywood

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

The Bollywood bug has bitten Ireland. The Irish Prime
Minister Bertic Ahern, on aweek-long trade mission to
Indig, has just given his Ars Mmlsmr a _new. job:
“miinisterfor Bollywood." “

On a visit to Bangalore city, the information
technology hub of India, Ahern was asked by reporters
about his government's bid to woo Bollywood
filmmakers to Ireland forshooting.

The Prime Minister jokingly replied “I'would ask my
minister for Bollywood to answer that question and
pointed to Minister for Arts, Sports and Tourism john
0'Donoghue. "Bollywood issomething on ouragenda.
We have a lot of interest in that,” Ahern said.
0O'Donoghue followed it up by promptly announcing
that Ireland would scale up tax relief for Indian
filmmakers wanting to shoot and produce movies in
thatcountry.

Bollywood producers and directors are regularly
wooed by countries like Malaysia, Mauritius,
Switzerland, Italy and Britain to shoot films in their
exoticlocations,

Donoghue said Ireland fits in perfectly with
Bollywood's fascination for exotic locations, tremen-
dous seascapes and landscapes. Ireland, he said,
would ease procedures forIndian producers to visithis
country and schedule their film shooting and would
also encourage joint projects,

Ahern and O'Donoghue will visit Mumbai and hold
talks with Indian film producers later this week.
With very few Indian filmmakers venturing to

Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern

militancy-hit Jammu and Kashmir state, which had
been highly popular as a shooting locale, for location-
hunting, several Indian movies are set in foreign
countries, especially for the song and dance
SequUEnces,
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BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm, 800 pm.

News (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Lata Night News (Bangla and Engfish)
11:30pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangia) at 7:15 am. 9:00am,
2:00pm, T:00pm, %:00pm, 10:30pm,
12:15am.

Telecast of BTV nows (Bangla and
English) at 11:30 pm.

ATH BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.90:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11pm.
News (English) 8:20am,7:00pm
Telncast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at14:30 pm.

Lalest News (Bangla) at 8:00 a,.m,10:00
am, 11:00° am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headines (Bangla) at 10:00 am,
12:00 am. 615 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am, 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm,10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) a111:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA

News Heaxtines (Bargka) e 5:30p. 7:30pm.
Tara Nows (Bangla) 6t 8:30 pm. 11:30 pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) al ;30
pm.

BBC WORLD
Evary hour onthe hour
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