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phone sets in 971 boxes from Huyai
company in China. With necessary
clearance from the customs, the
delivery of the cargoes duly started
onMondaymoming, hesaid.

“The cargoes were loaded on 30
trucks, 20 of which started for differ-
ent destinations and 10 were sup-
posed to leave the port by [Monday]
night when we were informed of the
embarmussingmatter,” hesaid.

The representatives of the
importer and the C&F agent con-
cemned claimed that they knew
nothingaboutthe "gun-like things".

The customsandsecurityofficials
believed that the attempr to take the
replica guns out of the port must
have been in the knowledge of the
driverand helperofthe seized truck.

Truck driver Liton, 34, and helper
Kabir, 18, were arrested and are likely
to be placed on remand for interro-
gation, sources saicl.

Meanwhile, the three-member
probe committee headed by CPA
Deputy Director (Security)
Lieutenant Commancder Shahed
Karim started investigating the
matier.

The committee comprising CPA
Assistant Traffic Manager Mashiur
Rahman Beg and Dock Manager
Captain Faridul Alam examined the
seized items and inspected the
search.

“We have started the investiga-
tion and are interrogating all persons
concermned,” said Shahed Karim.
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‘tesource mobilisation by
iversities, providing
rmation Communication
Technology (ICT) facilities w all
highe educnliun and affiliated
collegés, establishing a national
:hsa h gouncil, setting up
Res reh Coordination Cell in
ries, establishing a national
resenréh ‘laboratory, supporting
PhD and new researchers, setting
up three new public universities,
and rationalising the students fee
sh‘tl:tltl‘e inthe public universities.

" ‘the mid term phase from 2014
to 2019 includes setting up Post
Camdum University, adopting zero
based budgeting, and setting up
scwnaewpubuc universities.

The long-term phase from 2020
to 2025 includes setting up 12 new
publicuniversities.

The UGC's 20-year plan for
higher eduication stresses the need
far ratdonalising the different uni-,
versity laws by developing a single
legislation for public universities
with @ view to ensuring account-
ability of teachers, students and
university administrators.

It urges actively discouraging
direct invalvement of the teachers
with national politics for removing
Emn resent division and polarisation

ng the university teachers due
topnrﬂmnpulltics

The UGC plan also urges build-
ing up a national consensus on
discouraging the students' affilia-
tion with the party palitics.

It stresses the need for restrict-
ing the political meetings, slogans
and processions on the university
campuses and regular elections of
student badies based on students'
representationin faculties.

+ The stra plan also seeks to
increase tuitlon fees, boarding and
meal fees for the residential stu-
dentsof the universities inline with
lhe presentcontext.

The plan suggests accepting the
in{etnalinnal donor agencies for
project based funding for further
development ol higher education
in consideration of the govern-
ment's fund constraint.

“We are very much optimistic
that the 20-year strategic plan will
bring about a significant change in
the country's higher education,”
UGCE Chairman Prof M
Asaduzzamansaid.

Hesald the strategic plan is very
suitable for the time and logical in

olitics by teachers

the presentcontext of the country's
higher education that is plagued
with problems and constraints
such as poor funding, weak man-
agement, and involvement of the
teachers and students with the
state politics.

Tcrmmg the UGC plan's pro-
posal to increase tuition and other
fees for the university students as
‘very logical’, he said, "How do the
universities claim themselves as
autonomous bodies while they are
almost completely dependent on
thegovernmentfunds?”

The universities should be real
autonomous bodies by generating
theirown funds, he added.

The UGC has prepared the 20-
yearstrategy plan forhigher educa-
tion in six months in consultation
with teachers, students, guardians,
and people from different profes-
sional groups across the country,
the UGC chalrman mentioned.
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SC Bar asks
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exchanging notes, which the CEC
did notfollow; he said.

Not implementing HC order
amounts to breach of oath, he
remarked.

"I am drawing the president's
attention for forming the Supreme
Judicial Council for hearing the
misconduct of CEC Justice MA
Aziz," hesaid.

He also demanded immediate
resignation ofthe CEC.

Condemning the ‘politically
motivated' appointment of two
‘controversial' new election com-
missioners, the SCBA secretary
also demanded cancellation of the
appointment to make the EC
acceptable toall.

"We came to know that Justice
MA Aziz_had secretly recom-
mended the two election commis-
sioners to the government for
appointment in a non-transparent
way. He did it with an ill motive, He
did not call any meeting of the
Election Commission over prepar-
ing thevoters list," said Enayet.

Appointment of the two new
election commissioners is a 'bad
omen’ for free and fair election,
which would jeopardise the
democracy, he said, adding, "The
election commission now seems to
be ofthe ruling BNP-Jamaat, by the
BMP-Jamaat, and for the BNP
Jamaat."

The SCBA has called a protest
rally today at the south hall of the
association at12:30pm.

Pieéar rejoice at EC
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secretary of the secretariat, was
elevated to the post of additional
secretary Sunday and was given
temporary charge of the secretary
to the EC Secretariat the next day.

Zakoria has all along been very
close to Election Commissioner
Zakaria, officials said.

Another senior assistant sec-
retary is likely to be promoted to
the rank of deputy secretary soon
as a reward for maintaining close
tieswith Zakaria, theyadded.

Besides the officials, Class-III
and -IV employees at the EC
Secretarint were also busy yester-
day congratulating SM Zakaria
with bouguets.

A number of officials from the
Election Training Institute and
Dhaka district election office
yesterday came to the EC pre-
nmisesto congratulate Zakaria.
~ Justice Mahfuzur Rahman, the
other newly appointed election
commissioner, however was not
received that warmly when he
arrived at the commission yester-
day,
Zakaria, who joined the EC
Secretiariat on April 1, 2002, had
been engaged in.a severe conflict
with the former chief election
commissioner (CEC) MA Syed.

He had avoided EC meetings
during the last two years of Syed's
tenure.

The former CEC on several
occasions had requested the
government to withdraw Zaokaria
from EC Secretariatand appointa
new one. But the government
took no heed of the call and
instead gave him [Zakaria] a
year's extension after his contract
ran out in Februarylast year.

His relations with the two
election commissioners, M
Munsef Ali and AK Mohammad
Ali, got strained as the latter did
not approve of the then secre-
tary's bunking off the EC meet-
ings.

When Syed was replaced by
MA Aziz as the CEC in May last
year, situation at the commission
took a2 new turn. Soon the secre-
tary became very close to the new
CEC and took the secretariat
completelyunder his control.

The rift between him and the
two election commissioners had
gone 50 far that he at one stage
stopped the payment of medical
bills and entertainment allow-
ances submitted by Munsef Ali
and Mohammad Ali.

Sunny
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Bachhid of the Fourth Additional
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court fixed January 31 for the
framing of the charges against
them.

On Monday, the same court
directed the jail authorities to
produce Sunny along with the six
accused before the courtyesterday.

The other accused are AHM
Shamim, 23, Zakaria alias Jewel, 21,
Nur Azam Siddique alias Yeasir, 27,
Belal Hossain alias Tamim, 21,
Aleya Ferdous, 27, and Akramul
Islam, 23,

Sources said Aleya Ferdous, who
was also not produced before the
court yesterday, was admitted to
jallhospunltugivebmh toachild.

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) on
September 8 last year arrested [ive
ofthe accused, including Aleya, ata
house in East Bashabo. Sunny
rented the house to coordinate the
countrywide serial blasts. The law
enforcers believe he narrowly
escapedarrestthen.

Rab arrested Sunny at Dhaka in
September last year. As per his
information, Rab recovered huge
arms and ammunition from South
Mandain the city.

The Criminal Investigation
Department on October 10 last
year submitted the charge sheets of
two cases to the Court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate, Dhaka.
All of them except Sunny gave
confessional statements to magls-
trates on different dates.

Indo-Pak
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Jammu and Kashmir, Sir Creek in the
marshy lands near western Indian
state of Gujarat, temrorism, drug
trafficking and economic coopera-
tion.

The two foreign secretaries will
assess the progress of the confidence
buildingmeasures across the divided
Kashmir and finalise dates for tech-
nical level meeting to discuss modal-
ities for a new bus route, movement
of trucks across the border, allowing
cross-border pilgrimage and setting
up meeting points for relatives on
bothsides of Kashmir,

Soon after his arrival here on
Monday evening, Riaz Muhammad
told reporters that he was hopeful
that his talks with Saran would move
inapositive manner.

Officials in New Delhi are also
optimistic about the talks, but there
is still concern over Pakistan's com-
mitment to end cross-border terror-
ism as mentioned in the January
2004 jointstatementwith India.

Since 2004, India and Pakistan
have taken several confidence build-
ing mMeasures, intluding revivingeivil
aviation links that was snapped after
a terrorist attack on Indian
Parliament, and opening of new bus
and raillinks.

Officials of the two countries are
in talks for establishing one morebus
routeand rail link within weeks.

3 firearms

FROM PAGE 1
nearby tree.

They decamped with the weap-
ons and ammo in a boat they came
by.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) Zahid of
Shyamnagar Police Station said the
pirates called him over phone later
and demanded Tk 3 lakh in return
for the weapons. Police would
launch an operation to hunt down
the criminals, he added.

A case has been filed with
Shyamnagar Police Station against
Shawkatand others.

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR), police
and Forest Guards have beefed up
security at all the outposts in the
Sundarbans, BDR sources said.

Judges ask govt
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judges across the country, guards
at judges’ residences and payment
of Tk50lakh eachin damagestothe
families of the slain judges in
fhalakathi bomb attack on
November 14.

The government has fulfilled
their demands partly and has net
taken any steps for fulfilling the
rest, BJSA sources said.

BJSA pressed three-point
demand to the prime minister in
addition to their 11-point demand
on December 21 at their 55th
annual conference, which BJSA
claimed are yetto be fulfilled.

These include -- appointing
assistant judges for the vacant
posts, giving the district and ses-
sions judges the status of joint
secretary and appointing 50 per-
cent of the High Court judges from
thelowercourts.

BISA President Mohammad
Rafiqul Islam, also District and
Sessions Judge of Dhaka, told the
press that earlier the Judicial
Service Commission recom-
mended appointing 70 assistant
judges but the government
appointed only 25 of them.

Thelaw ministry recommended
for appointment of 140 assistant
judges as thousands of cases could
not be disposed of due to the
vacant posts, but the appointment
of judges has been stopped since
1998, the B]SA president added.

All the district judges are given
salary equal to that of a joint secre-
tary but they are not provided the
status of that rank, Rafiqul [slam
said.

The BJSA would sit in its
extended meeting on January 29 to
decide their next plan of actions.
Representatives from all judge-
ships of the country would join the
meeting.
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Niko agrees
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Petrobangla free of charge, up to a
maximum of 20 percent of three
BCFgas," said a Niko letter.

Replying to Petrobangla's
December 6 compensation claim,
the Canadian energy junior in the
letter sent on Monday sought
“detailed scientific and analytical
analysis" so that its "advisors and

erts can review” otherclaims.

Niko said it "understands the
basis for volumetric calculation of
three BCE", but pointed out that it
does not have any information on
the methodology or scientific and
analytical analysis used by
Petrobangla to determine the
magnitude of the claimed volu-
metricloss.

Apart from proven three BCF
gas bumnt, in the compensation
letter, the state-run oil, gas and
mineral corporation, asked Niko to
make more payments or to agree (o
compensate for other damages.

Petrobangla says the Canadian
company will have to pay over Tk
84 crore for damage to environ-
ment.

According to Petrobangla, Niko
will have to unconditionally accept
to compensate if it is found that 45
BCF gas was burnt in Tengratila.
The Petrobangla also wanted a
bank guarantee for the 45 BCF gas,

In reply, Niko said: "We do not
accept the requirement for a bank
guarantee or otherwise for any of
the claimed losses. If it is finally
determined that Niko's liability for
the claimis either more orless than
three BCE then Petrobangla and

Niko will make the appropriate

adjustments.

Furthermore, the Petrobangla
asked to compensate 5.89 BCF gas
bumt in the sub-surface level of
Tengratila from Feni from where
Niko has been supplying gas to the
nationalgrid.

Inresponse, the Niko referred to
joint venture agreement (JVA) and
said the JVA does not permit any
setoff for any claims and specifi-

cally does not provide for a setoff
for liabilities of one feld for the
other. !

As Petrobangla asked Niko to
agree to make all compensationsin
future, if further damage is found,
the Canadian company wanted to
knowabout theadditional claims.

The Niko proposed that the
"dispute resolution provisions of
article 18 of the JVA be utilised to
allow for a fair and transparent
resolution in the interest of all
parties.” [t also requested to meet
the government and hold discus-
Slon.

6 former
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order in this tender. But the
accused, in league with Alsthom,
changed the contract in violation
oftenderrules and then pushed the
PDB to approve a 'variation nr:ler'
to legalise this irregularity.

The officials then bypassed a
PDB board decision and a directive
of the power division secretary and

the PDB's Technical Committee

andissued the variation order.
The case was filed under section

418 of the CtPC (code of eriminal |
procedure) and section 5(2) of 1947

anti-corruption law.

Natore arms
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Nazrul with them. When they
reached Ratal Dighipara area,
Nazrul's accomplices opened fire
on the Rab men, prompting them
to retaliate.

Rab said Nazrul was shat as he
tried to flee during the shootout.
He was rushed to Singra Health
Complex where the doctors
declared him deacl.

Nazrul was convicted and
charge sheeted in a number of
cases including three for murder,
accordingto Rab press release,

A shutter gun, three bullets and
five cartridges were recovered from
thescene,

Bandarban Rohingyas

FROM PAGE 1
areas are close to the Myanmar
border.

Bandarban Sadar Upazila
Nirbahi Officer Dipak Chakraborty,
who is coordinating the prepara-
tion of the new voter list, also did
notrefute the allegation.

“"We have ruca{ww and Nyl 1ty .' o Q8
humpeoplein chhufﬁ -'Gﬂmﬂﬂdmthencwvmu i

and Bhagyakul areas of .Sadar
upazila," he told The Daily Star.
“We are careful about the matter as
the home ministry has sent written
instructions not to enroll the
Rohingyas in the new voter list,” he
spid, adding that the assistant
registration officers (AROs) are
probing the matter.

When contacted, district
Election Officer-in-charge Nazrul
Islam Chowdhury said, “The home
ministry has given written ordersto
the deputy commissioner, superin-
tendent of police and Election
Commission officials so that the
Rohingyas are not enrolled as
voters."

If any Rohingyas are listed by
mistake, their names will be struck
off when the lists will be submitred
forpublication, headded.

During a visit to Langi Para,
Noor Para, and Sluice Gate areas in
the Sadar upazila on Sunday, local
people told this correspondent
that many Rohingyas had their
names listed as Bangladeshi citi-
ZEns.

AtNoor Para inWard No. 9 under
Bandarban municipality, locals
named many such Rohingyas:
Mariam Khatun, wife of late Noor
Ahmed; her sons Md Younus and
M Rashid and their wives Rashida
Khatun and Senoara Khatun;
Abdur Rahim, son of late Md
Hosgsain, and his wife Nasima
Khatun; Anwar Hossain, son of Md

Islam, his mother Farida Begum
and wife Hasina Begum; Nurul
Huq, Khairul Amin, Abdus Salam
and Nurul [slam. ]

At Thana Para in Alikadam
upazila, Rohingya settlers Abdul
. Karim, Elon I\hatun Noor
Mohammad, Nun;vus-

Meanwhile, about 100
Rohingyas of 22 families at Saber
Miah Para of Alikadam upazilawho
had been in the previous voter list
were allegedly dropped from the
new list. They include Nabi
Hossain, Rabeya Khatun, Gul
Bahar, Jahura Khatun, Nurjahan
Begum, Fatema Begum and Nurul
Hug.

Locals also said apart from the
Muslim Rohingyas, many Buddhist
people ofthe Rakhain, Mro, Tripura
and Tanchangya communities,
who came from Myanmarand have
been living illegally in Bandarban
hills, have also recorded their
names in the new voter list with the
help of the local Union Council
leaders.

Around 3,000 Rohingyas have
been living in Kuhalong, Sualock
and Rajbila areas of Bandarban
Sadar and in Betchhara of
Roangehhari upazila for the last
fewyears, localssaid.

The repatrintion of about one
lakh Myanmar Rohingyas who
entered Bandarban as refugees in
1991-92 is going on but about
25,000 are still living in Bandarban,
Chittagong and Cox's Bazar. Many
of them are employed in dIﬁ'cn:m
Sectors.

Allegations also have it that the
Rohingyas collect citizenship
certificate from the loeal Union
Councils through bribes and influ-
ence of local political leaders.

Power secretary
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An official from outside the admin-
istration cadre can have such
promotion under the president's
quotaonceonly, theymentioned.

The establishment ministry and
the Cabinet Division objected to
the unusual practice in case of
Akhtar.

According to service rules, if an
official from outside the adminis-
tration cadre is promoted to the
rank of joint secretary, he must
serve for three years before qualify-
ingto become additional secretary.
An additional secretary must serve
foroneyear to becomesecrerary.

But Akhtar has not served for
three years as joint secretary and
one year as additional secretary,
and he has been promoted using
the president's quota twice, the
establishment ministry sources
pointed out.

This is why the establishment

ministry had objected to his

appointment while the Cabinet
Division suggested that his case be
placed before the Superior
Selection Board for promotion as
per service rules. But under pres-
sure from the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO), the establishment
ministry had to recommend his
case, which was later vetted by the

&

lawministry.

The establishment ministry had
suggested that a vital position like
the Power Division secretary
should be given to an experienced
official from the administration
cadre,

Sources said Akhtar's political
links to the 'alternative centre of
power' of the government
rewarded him with four promo-
tions in the last three years: A top

political official of the PMO backed |

him.

Akhtar was a superintending
engineer in WDB in 2003 and was
promoted o the position of its
additional chief engineer with the
rank of deputy secretary, and then
he was appointed managing direc-
tor of Wasa on contract.

He was made PDB chairman
five months ago in a mismatch of
status. The post is equivalent to the
rankof joint secretary while he held
thestatus of deputy secretary

Akhtar is also newly elected
president of the Institute of
Engineers, Bangladesh. His pro-
mation alsoleft the PDB without its
top official for the eighth time in
the last four years. He now replaces
MM Nasir Uddin who retired on
January 1.

Manpower Export
FROM PAGE 1

officials said last night a series of
tm.-nstinFr were held on the subject
and np nions of various ministries
and relevant organisations have
been included in the policy to
mukeitan effective one.

A comprehensive policy is
needed to explore new markets for
manpower export and retaining
the existing ones. The initiative for
such a policy was taken in 2003 but
the process of finalising it was very
.slow, they mentioned.

When contacted, State Minister
for Expatriate Welfare Mohammad
Quamrul Islam said his ministry
prelﬁmmd the draft in accordance

the policies of other man-
anl.r exporting countries like
ndonesia, the Philippines and Sri

Eﬂilcy would help the min-
istry take measures for expanding
Bangladesh's Manpower export
market, he said. "The matter took
50 much time because it is a very
cumﬁltcnltdnnu

e draft policy says its main
ubjectives are to explore, promote
and develop overseas employment
apportunities through institu-
tional coordination and coopern-
tion among the relevant ministries
and international organisations
and establishing transparency and
discipling in manpower export
sector,

Punitive action would be taken
against expatriate Bangladeshi
waorkers if found guilty of commit-
tinff crimes, breaking discipline

calling strike in a host country.
The action would include fines,
blacklisting, warning, disqualify-
ing them for overseas employment
and suspension for a certain
period.

Maore than 40 lakh Bangladeshis
now work abroad and send over $4
billion to the country in remit-
fance.

Officials at the expatriate
welfare ministry said manpower
export suffered alot due to Eu:k of
a proper policy even 15 years
after formal manpower export
started.

Cold claims
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Pourasabha, Babu Miah, 72, of
Shulkur Bazar, Ayesha Begum, 70,0f
Debicharan village, Bashanti, 50, of
Shinghamari, Mohsin, 70, Safat Ali,
60, Bachchani, 70, of Sakoa v:]]agc.
Jashada Rani, 54, Khodeja, 58, of
Nageswari, Sefaran Begum, 65, of
Roumariand Zahiran Bewa, 60,
Hospital sources said the num-
ber of patients attacked with diar-
thoea, pneumonia and other cold-
related diseasesisontherise.

Tullow
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conference room of the
?euobang!a Lhal after testing the
- : bble-prone
[tiesdaroh laboratory,
lhl.'y h.u. e hLCO!’E‘I'I' confident about
discovering the first-ever oil mine
in Bangladesh,

The meeting was participated
by the representatives of domestic
and international oil and gas com-
panies working in Bangladesh,
including Tullow, Unocal, Cairn
and Bapex.

Bangladesh by October this year.

After the meeting, Energy
Adviser Mahmudur Rahman_told
journalists that he is very optimis-
ticabout exploring the first-ever oil
mine in Bangladesh at the place
indicated by Tullow,

“The French oil and gas com-
pany Total has expressed keen
interest to work with Tullow in
blocks 17 and 18 in St Martin's
Island. The Total is the fifth largest
company in the world and, they
perhaps do not come on mere
study,” hesaid.

He also dismissed the appre-
hension that the country's gas
reserve would exhaust by 2015-20.

Ctg court blast
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decided (o register formal objec-
tions against it. In his argument he
saild the charge sheet !il.:s many
flaws and was 5uhmilted without
his knowledge.

Five people had initially been
dccused in the charge sheet. They
are Jama'atul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) chief Shaekh

Abdur Rahman, Jagrata Muslim
Janata, Bangladesh chief Siddiqul
Islam alins Bangla Bhai, IMB mili-
tary commander Ataur Rahman
Sunny, JMB Chittagon l'tes
Mohammad alias Jave Eal
Aman Ullah and ]MB suicide
bomber Abul Hossain, Because of
Hossain's death, the court later
asked the IO to drup hisname from
thechargesheet.

Barapukuria

FROMPAGE 1

The plant, which is expected to
operate for around 30 years, will
consume atleast 1,000 tonne coal a
day to produce 250MW electricity,
II.CC[‘.II.'dH'Ig Lo s0urces.

When contacted, Project
Director of the Barapukuria plant
Fazlul Haque told llilt, Daily Star
that when in full operation, the
plant will reduce the pressure on
Hnw:.'r inthéregion while itwill also

elp eliminate systems losses in
thesector,

Dhaka to seek

FROM PAGE 16
upgrade laboratory and other
facilities, train doctors and vetsand
purchase protective equipment, he
sald,

There have so far been no
reported outbreaks of the deadly
H5N1 strain of bird flu in South
Asia.

The virus has claimed more
than 80 lives in Southeast Asia
since 2003. Four children died in
Turkey earlier this month.

The Tullow officials said they .
will confirm the existence of oil in |
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Ctg arms cachej;i‘:
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states of Assam, Mizoram ete,”
alleged Ronanga Bikash
Chowdhury, a defence lawyer in
the case, while he was cross-
examining former officer-in-
charge (OC) of the Karnaphuli
police station also the plaintiff in
the case, Ahadur Rahman, in the
metropolitan sessions judge court
in Chittagongcity.

Advocate Ronanga also alleged
that the arms and ammunition on
that day were unloaded in presence
ofthe police and with theirhelp.

0C Ahadur, now under tempo-
rary suspension from the service,
denied the charges and claimed
that it was the police who first saw
the unloading and seized the arms
and ammunition.

Only two prosecution wit-
nesses, OC Ahadur and Police
Sergeant ‘Mizanur Rahman, gave
their depositions vesterday.

Earlier, an army team from the
Chittagong cantonment led by
Captain Mirza appeared in the
court with four boxes of evidence
related to the case and produced
thembefore the judge, AKM Anwar
Hossain, atabout 9:30am.

Ronanga during the hearing
dismissed OC Ahadur's claim of
success in seizing the smuggled
arms and told the court that it was
actually the Indian intelligence
agency Research and Analysis Wing
(Raw) which first cautioned the
Bangladesh government about the
arms smuggling through the
Chittagong portarea.

*An indication of such an
exchange of information was
published in the British intelli-
gence magazine Jane's Intelligence
Review and a story on this matter
was later published in a leading
English newspaper in Bangladesh,”
thedefence lawyersaid.

Advocate Ronanga accusing OC
Ahadur said, "The consignment of
arms were smuggled from foreign
land in a large ship owned by a
politically influential quarter but
you guys (paolice) orchestrated a
dramato divertthereal fact to show
the world that those arms were
broughtinbytwoboats.”

“This drama was staged only to
harass some innocent people,” the
lawyeralleged.

OC Ahadur denied these
charges too.

‘I went to the CUFL jetty at
about 12:55am that day, saw the
unloading going on and immedi-
ately seized the arms and ammuni-
tion,” Ahadursaid.

Two cases, were i led ,xfmr ‘the

seizure, one umigm:“ -ﬁcl

and another

Powers Act. Th ppaﬂtan
sessions judge cuu:t
2004 framed chargu agalnst 44

people including Hafizur Rahman
alias Hafiz, Din Mohammad, Abul
Kashem Madhu, HajeeSobhanand
HajeeYakub as the prime accused.
Tenof the accused including the
prime accused Din Mohammad
and Hajee Sobhan are still on the
run and 22 others are on bail. Only
12 ofthe accused arein n.ﬂnaw.
Hearing of the other case in
connection with the same arms
haul couldn't be held yesterday for
lack of time, although two wit-
nesses, police constablés Moham-
mad Yousuf and Mozammel were
presentinthe court.

More bird flu
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Turkey said on Monday a fourth
person had died of avian flu, as
autharities slaughtered tens of thou-
sands of birds to try to contain the
outbreak. Neighbouring nations
feared thevirus mightspread.

"There is a significant shortfull of
funds in many affected countries ...
which will seriously hamper their
prevention and control efforts,” Qfao
Zonghuai, Chinese vice foreign
minister, told the donors’ conference
inBeijing.

"In the fight against avian influ-
€nza, no country can. 1&]&031’5 hy
looking theother

Bird flu has k[mnt lﬂa&t.‘i&w
plesince 2003 and has now arrived at
the gates of Europe and the Middle
East

While difficult for people to cateh,
nearly 150 people are known to have
been infected by H5SNI in six coun-
tries, killing more than half its vic-
tims, a death rate that reinforced
fears about the havoe the virus could
wreakifapandemicoceurs

"Itis going more and more toward
the western part of the world," Food
and Agriculture Organisation Chief
Veterinary Officer Joseph Domenech
told Reuters in Beijing.

"Ifthe mobilisation of the fundsis
not coming immediately, in a couple
ofmonthswe'llneed moremoney."

The World Bank estimatés that
between $1.2 billion and $1.4 billion
will be needed to prepare for and
respond to outbreaks, The Bank has
estimated that a bird flu ]
lasting a year could cost the global
economyupto 5800 billion.

A senior World Health
Organisation official told d \tes
the risks from a h[u:l q 1

were great.

New EC members |

FROMPAGE 1

January 9, is likely to join his office
today. Sources said Aziz is likely to
convene the much-awaited EC

'meet[ng withina couple nfdays, as

he now enjoys majority in the
commission and can control the
outcome,

The meeting wiil decide
whether the EC will comply with
what he said were the HC's obser-
vations in preparing the voter list,
Election Commissioner Mahfuz
said, addingitis not mandatory for
the ECto comply.

The meeting will also decide
whether or not to appeal against
the HC order, he told the press.

Both Munsef Ali and
Mohammad Ali dismissed
Mihfuz's elaim that the HC direc-
tive is "absolutely (self] contradic-
tory", saying there is no self-
contradiction in it. Even if there
were or "if the meaning ofany word
inthe High Court directive appears
to be vague, the election commis-
sion can seek explanation from the
High Court," MunsefAli said.

Election Commissioner
Mohammad Ali said the HC direc-
tive is very clear, "Any ordinary
man can understand it, so, you
[reporters] ask him [Mahfuz] why
hecan't."

Munsef and Mohammad also
criticised the current practice of
inter-commissioner communica-
tion through file circulation
instead of EC meetings, a tendency
the HC also discouraged in its
directive.

But Zakaria, who has been the
EC secretary until Sunday, said,
"Those who criticise it knows
nothing about the documentation
system. It's a very normal work
process.” He also insisted that the
reporters present should make this
comment public. "If you don't
make this public,” he declared like

dssuing an ultimatmm, "I will not

talkto you in future.*
NEWTWISTTO

OLDCONFLICT

With the commissions of the two
new EC members, a new spell of
intra-EC conflicts seems to have
begun since yesterday. The CEC,
who has been alone so far, now
controls the commission with a
newfound majority.

After taking oath on Monday
afternoon, Mahfuz and Zakaria
rushed straight to meet CEC Azizart
his residence. But they did not
make any courtesy call on election
commissioners Munsef and
Mohammad, even all being pres-
entat the EC yesterday.

Yesterday at 10 in the morning,
Zakaria entered his office, the same
one he had been using as the EC
secrefary.

Mahfuz came to the EC at

11:45am and went directly to
Zakaria's office. He stayed there for
about 45 minutes, when he met
reporters, as his office room was
yettobe readied.

On calling on the two senior
election commissioners, Mahfuz
told reporters, "Let me think about
exchanging courtesy with them"
and left the EC premises at
12:30pmwithoutdoing that.

On this issue, Zakaria said his
meeting with Munsef and
Mohammad will beat the EC meet-
ing.

Munsef and Mohammnd, who
came to office before 10:00am, told
reporters inthe afternoon that they
were yet to see the faces of their
new colleagues. "It's customary for
a new election commissioner to
call on his seniors to exchange
courtesy,” Mohammad said. On a
query if they will visit the new
colleagues instead, he retorted,
"Whyshould we?"

Under the circumstances, some
EC Secretariat officials said, the
conflict in the commission is likely
to continue, as the CEC-led group
is unlikely to take opinions of
Munsef and Mohammad into
cognisance.

An official pointed out that the
CEC can take any decision if
backed by a majority and now he
has no fear of defeat in EC meet-
ings. _

NEW COMMISSIONERS

REJECT ALLEGATIONS

Election commissioners Justice
Mahfuz and Zakaria yesterday
outright rejected some allegations
raised againstthem.

The name of Mahfuz cropped
up in the media when the army
arrested his brother-in-law Zafrul
Hasan Penny at his
Mohammadpur house on October
27, 2002 and later also recovered
three unlicensed frearms and 46
bullets..

But, the former justice yester-
day denied the incident and said
the arms and ammunition were
not recovered from his house but
from the house next door, He also
posed the question, "Why should [
be held responsible forother's acts,
even if he is my brother-in-law or
son-in-lawor myownson.”

The 14-party opposition line-
up on Monday alleged SM Zakaria
is an expert in vote rigging: On this
allegation, Zakaria just remarked,
"Even UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan gets criticised. Is he com-
pelled to give a reaction?®

Both Mahfuz and Zakaria said
they will try their best to
their duties honestly and constitu-
tionally. To them their prime taskis
to conduct the next general elec-
tion in a free and fair manner, they
said.



